
Melbourne — What 
would you do when 
you’re 36 years 173 
days old Roger Feder-
er and you just stole a 
bit of tennis history by 
winning your Fantastic 
20th Grand Slam trophy 
at the Australian Open? 
The answer is emotional 
hollering! 

That’s precisely what 
the Swiss ace had gone 
through as he conveyed 
an energetic on-court 
speech to the audience 
following a spectacular 
6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 3-6, 
6-1 win against Marin 
Cilic to claim the Aus-
tralian open crown on 
Sunday night. 

Federer began off 
poised as he soul-
searched to demonstrate 
what its like to win an-
other major and, truly 
simply,  to be the legend 
Roger Federer. 

“I’m very happy it’s 
unbelievable,” he said. 
“Winning is just an ab-
solute dream come true. 
The fairy tale continues. 

After the great win I had 
here last year, it’s just 
incredible.”

While he kept speak-
ing, the feelings kept 
fabricating his voice 
split and the tears started 
streaming. To the extent 
that he attempted with 

wipe them away, there 
was no chance of ceas-
ing the flood,  where 
he halted talking and 
stepped over. 

Federer has become 
the third man alongside 
Australians Rod Laver 
and Ken Rosewall to 

win four or more ma-
jors while being in the 
30-and-over club. Fed-
erer’s previous three  
wins since he turned 30 
were the 2012 Wimble-
don (2012 & 2017) 

and the Australian 
Open (2017).
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Democrats are not 
interested in Border 
Safety & Security or 
in the funding and 
rebuilding of our 

Military. They are only 
interested in Obstruction!

Committed to “Empowerment 
and not Appeasement”, 
my Government is 
making intensive efforts 
for economic, social and 

educational empowerment 
of the minorities.

it is important to keep the 
distinction between ‘job’ 
and ‘self employment’. 
A ‘job’ is certain, regular 
and reasonably secure. 
Tell us how many such 
jobs have been created.

Donald Trump, US President

P. Chidambaram, Indian Politician

quote

unquote

Why not female Cricketers in 
the Auction. No gender 
biases,have a mix of 
players from cricketing 
countries in the playing 
eleven! Or is it that men 
play a tougher game?
Rishi Kapoor, Indian Actor

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India

Martyrs Day
30 January

AT TIMES WE GET KILLED BY EXPERIENCE   
We evolve, mature and 

acquire wisdom not with 
age but with experience. 
Our experience dominates 
our choices, our taste and 
preferences. What we do 
and what we become is 
dictated by our past expe-
riences. Whenever we en-
counter a situation that we 
had dealt with in the past, 
there begins soliloquies 
of our mind and we apply 
what we had learnt from 
that experience to this to-
tally newfangled situation.  
And not every time we 
come out of it with a feath-
er in our hat, at time our 
experience becomes the 
albatross around our neck.

Let loose the horses 
of your imagination and 
draw an imagery of a lone 

red mosaic guppy fish in 
a glass aquarium which is 
vertically partitioned with 
another slab of glass such 
that the guppy cannot pass 
to the other side of aquar-
ium, the master use to put 
spirulina wafers, guppy’s 
favorite food from the 
other side of the aquari-
um. Oblivious to the glass 
partition the guppy tries to 
swim through, bumps in to 
the glass and retreats. This 

went on for a week, gup-
py had learnt that it can’t 
reach the food. It was the 
experience acquired over 
the past one week which 
made guppy to give up on 
the food altogether.

Master’s heart melted 
and he lifted the glass bar-
rier which made the other 
half of the aquarium im-
permeable for the guppy 
fish. He put in more food 
which sank on the already 

deposited food that he pre-
viously added, he observes 
guppy isn’t budging an 
inch to reach for food, it 
turned weak and pale and 
died. 

This leaves us with a lot 
of food for thought. What 
killed guppy? The mas-
ter? The glass partition? 
Or was it the experience 
which shackled the fish in 
one corner of the aquari-
um? This happens to all of 
us we cease to trust peo-
ple because we have been 
duped in the past, we be-
gin to suspect when some-
one tries to be genuinely 
nice to us, we stop being 
nice as we have been used 
by others, and eventually 
we begin to turn into gup-
py fish.

of the Week

Hong Kong police defuses bomb planted during World War II
The Police of Hong 

Kong this week made the 
headlines for successfully 
defusing a World War II 
bomb following an hour-
long operation by the 
bomb defuse squad. Mean-
while, no casualties or loss 
of property was reported 
from the incident place. 
The bomb was reportedly 
of 1,000 pounds and was 
discovered by labourers at 
a construction site in Wan-
chai district in Hong Kong 
last week. It is only the sec-
ond time that Hong Kong 
has got hold of a World 
War II bomb in the down-
town area.

The Hong Kong police 
began the bomb disposal 
work early on Saturday af-
ter the evacuation of near-
ly 1,500 people from the 
nearby area, and got done 
with the operation the next 
day during noon time. At a 
press conference after the 
defusal, Tony Chow, the 
senior bomb disposal offi-
cer operating with the Ex-
plosive Ordinance Dispos-
al Bureau, noted that the 
entire bomb disposal team 
of the Hong Kong Police 
went to the construction 
site as soon as they got the 
information in order to car-
ry out the operation.

It took them some time 
to search the suitable point 
to cut open the device so as 
to defuse the explosives. 
Mr. Chow further added 
that the device was a gen-
eral purpose bomb. Addi-

tionally, the fragmentation 
may extend from 1,000 to 
2,000 meters. Police re-
ported that the bomb was 
as US AN-M65 device and 
was planted between 1941 
and 1945.

Centre will leave no stones unturned 
for passing the Triple Talaq bill

The Government last 
week has declared a stern 
pitch for the passage of the 
ever-debatable Triple Ta-
laq bill in the Budget Ses-
sion of the Parliament and 
said that it would leave no 
stones unturned to bring 
success to their motive on 
the issue. Further noting 
that it would also take into 
consideration the Opposi-
tion’s issues related to the 
bill, the Centre has asked 
for their cooperation in the 
passage of the same during 
the upcoming session.

Ananth Kumar, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister, 
said: “We are hoping that 
the Bill is passed in Rajya 
Sabha too. I along with 
my colleagues will see 
that there stays no stone 
unturned in convincing 
the political parties. We 

remember the way they 
passed the GST reform 
unanimously, we request 
them to do the same and 
pass this too.”

Mr. Kumar referred to 
the Oppositions’ stipula-
tion of sending the bill to 
a selection committee and 
added that the bill is cur-
rently the property of Ra-
jya Sabha and quoted: “Let 
the Upper House decide.” 
However, one of the major 
contentions of the majority 
of the opposition parties, 
when the Triple Talaq bill 
was tabled during the win-
ter session, was the ‘crimi-
nalisation’ provision.

As the Centre gears up 
to pass the Bill, the Oppo-
sition parties are planning 
to counter the government 
on issues such as rape and 
communal violence.

Australian Open: Roger Federer Beats Marin 
Cilic To Clinch 20th Grand Slam Title

Padma awardees 
are now based on 
the importance of 
their work: PM Modi

Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi last 
week in his ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’ disclosed certain 
stories of common men 
and women who came 
out to make extraordi-
nary contributions to 
our society, and thus, 
was honoured with the 
coveted Padma awards 
recently.

PM Modi said the or-
dinary man found their 
names in the awards cat-
egory due to the changes 
made in their nomina-
tion process in the last 
three years and the same 
online nomination pro-
cedure has helped out to 
bring in transparency.

He further said: “You 
must be proud of the 
fact that nowadays the 
common man is being 
nominated for Padma 
awards without any 
proper recommenda-
tions. There has always 

been a certain methodol-
ogy of awarding Padma 
awards each and every 
year, but the entire pro-
cess has been changed 
since the last three 
years. Currently, any 
citizen has the power to 
nominate any other per-
son in the country. The 
most required transpar-
ency has been brought 
about since the last three 
years by making it oper-
able online.” 

He also said that peo-
ple must have noticed 
that several common 
people who are usually 
not visible in big cities 
or in newspapers are 
now being awarded the 
with Padma citations. 
Therefore, the identi-
ty of the awardee is no 
more the deciding factor 
of the award, rather the 
importance of his work 
will be taken into con-
sideration.

India youngsters shine in the 
2018 IPL auction, Gauti to 

lead Delhi Daredevils
The two-day mega Indi-

an Premier League 2018 
auction took place on Jan-
uary 27 and 28 in Banga-
lore. The eight franchisees 
assembled together under 

one roof with the aim to 
make their squads stronger 
than the previous season. 

The franchisees cashed 
in huge amounts on In-
dian players mostly. But 
England star all-rounder 
Ben Stokes came out as 
the costliest buy for the 
upcoming season of the 
cash-rich tournament. 
Rajasthan Royals went 
all out for the talented 
all-rounder as he cost them 
a whopping Rs. 12.5 crore. 
However, last year Rising 
Pune Supergiants bought 
him for Rs. 14.5 crore and 
he proved his worth with 
316 runs and 12 wickets. 
Rajasthan Royals will be 
hoping for the same per-
formance from him if not 
better.

Jaydev Unadkat was 
bought for an insane 
amount of Rs. 11.5 crore 

by Rajasthan Royals mak-
ing him the costliest Indi-
an. The skilled fast bowler 
was second on the list of 
wicket-takers last season 
with 24 wickets in 12 

games. 
KL Rahul has found 

a new home ground as 
Kings XI Punjab cashed 
in as much as Rs. 11 crore 
for the youngster. Rahul 
will prove to be a key 
purchase for the KXIP as 
he can bat anywhere in 
the top 4 positions along 
with a natural ability to 
be a wicketkeeper. Man-
ish Pandey, too, grabbed 
Rs. 11 crore and will 
be excited to prove his 
worth for the Sunrisers 
Hyderabad. Glenn Max-
well was bought by Del-
hi Daredevils for Rs. 9 
crores. Additionally, Del-
hi lured the services of 
Delhi local boy Gautam 
Gambhir who will also 
captain the side. He has, 
previously, helped KKR 
win two seasons with his 
able leadership.
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Siachen Pioneer Helicopters Carry 
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India 
produces 

70% 
of the 

world’s 
spices

Politician Shashi Tharoor 
took a dig at Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi by say-
ing that while PM Modi 
often describes India’s 
Constitution as holy and 
sacred, the voice of India 
also considers Hindutva 
icon Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay as a hero, which 
are the two ends that can-
not go hand in hand.
The 61-year-old MP said 
at the Jaipur Literature 
Festival that there was a 
urgent need for Hindus to 
stand up and get knowl-
edge about what things 
were being done by taking 
their name and thus, speak 
out against the same.
The former Union Minis-
ter stated: “We have to call 
a spade as a spade. We are 

from a country where on 
one day Prime Minister 
Modi says the Constitu-
tion is the holy book and 
on another day, he extols 
as a hero and later instructs 
his ministries to follow 
the works and teachings 
of Deen Dayal Upadhyay, 
the same person who 
openly rejects the Con-
stitution and tells that the 
Constitution is fundamen-
tally flawed and lagged 
behind.”
He further added: “You 
cannot afford to have these 
two thoughts in the same 
picture. So as to have it 
both and then to be al-
lowed by public discourse 
to get away with it for such 
a long time seems to me 
somewhat troubling.”

Shashi Tharoor mocks PM 
Modi for diplomatic views

Condom use rises by 10 per cent among unmarried women

New reform of ‘right to make mistake’ 
hits France

A recent survey has re-
vealed that a huge number 
of unmarried and sexual-
ly active women are now 
making the choice of safe 
sex. The National Family 
Health Survey 2015-16 
which was conducted by 
the health ministry has 
revealed that the use of 
condoms had relatively 

gone up in the last 10 years 
from a mere 2 per cent to 
12 per cent among unmar-
ried women from the age 
group of 15 to 49 years.
In another report, it came 
out that the maximum 
use of condoms was seen 
in the age group of 20 to 
24 years. The survey also 
revealed that three out of 

every eight men believed 
that contraception was 
women’s business and that 
the man need not have to 
worry regarding the same.
The good news for the 
country is that the knowl-
edge of contraceptive 
methods is well-known 
in India and nearly 99 per 
cent of married women and 

men aged from 15 years to 
49 years have the knowl-
edge of at least one such 
method. Even though, 
this has not translated into 
widespread safe sex, the 
cumulative contraceptive 
prevalence rate, CPR, was 
just 54 per cent among all 
the married women aged 
15- 49 as only 10 per cent 

used a modern contracep-
tive method.
The survey also said the 
use of contraceptive meth-
ods in the country was the 
lowest in Manipur along 
with Bihar and Meghalaya 
with a 24 per cent each and 
the highest has turned out 
to be in Punjab with 76 per 
cent.
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Scientist have reached a milestone in medicine 
with a universal blood test for cancer

No matter how smart 
a criminal is he always 
leaves some clue be-
hind, the scientists have 
trialed a blood test to 
detect the cancer much 
earlier and increasing 
the survival chances. 
The mutated DNA and 
the proteins traces of the 
tumors are released into 
the bloodstream which 
could be detected by the 
CANCER SEEK TEST. 
This test detects the mu-
tations in 16 genes which 
are most commonly as-
sociated with oncogen-

esis and eight proteins 
which are released from 
tumors.

The trial for the test 
was conducted on 1,005 
human subjects with 
cancers of different or-
gans like ovary, liv-
er, stomach, pancreas, 
esophagus, colon and 
breast that had not yet 
spread to other tissues. 
The test turned out to be 
success for 70% cases.

A team of scientists 
at johns Hopkins uni-
versity has substantially 
reduced the cancer mor-

tality rate with this rev-
olutionary approach of 
diagnosis specially when 
five out of eight cancers 
have no screening for 
the early detection. Pa-
tients with pancreatic 
cancer have a very slim 
chance of survival with 
only one out of five pa-
tients winning the battle 
against cancer.

The report first ap-
peared in the journal sci-
ence. And is considered 
novel as it searches for 
both the mutated DNA 
and proteins. Increasing 

the number of mu-
tations and proteins 
being analyzed 
would allow it to 
test a wider range 
of cancers.

However there 
are still some areas 
of improvement, 
there is vagueness 
about the ideal 
prognosis follow-
ing an early detec-
tion. Also the cost 
of the cancer seek 
is less than $500 
which is almost at 
par with the cost of 
colonoscopy, which 
could be reduced 
further.

This achievement 
has certainly creat-

ed new opportunities in 
the field of preventive 
oncology. Dr Christo-
pher Abbosh, from UCL 
Cancer Institute, said: 
“we can identify patients 
to treat even if they have 
no clinical signs of dis-
ease, and also monitor 
how new therapies are 
working”. 

With caner being one 
of the major cause of 
mortality across the 
globe this new universal 
blood test for cancer has 
sparked a new hope in 
oncogenic medicine.

Siachen Pioneer Helicopters Carry Out Casevac Mission

Yesterday, The Sia-
chen Pioneers- 114 HU 
based at Leh, carried out 
a daring casevac mission 
from the far flung reach-
es of the Zanskar valley 
in the Ladakh sector. 
The casualty was part 
of the “Chadar Trek” or-
ganised over the frozen 
Zanskar river. Inspite 
of the short notice, the 
crew got airborne in 40’ 
of receipt of message. 
The mission being in 
highly inaccessible area 
called for a two helicop-
ter mission. This way 
if one helicopter went 
down, the other was 
available for support. As 
the coordinates for the 
site were not available 
due to poor communi-
cation, the aircrew were 
faced with the daunting 

task of searching for 
the casualty in the icy 
mountains and crevices 
of the Zanskar Valley. 
Once they located the 
casualty  the Capt – Wg 
Cdr Khan realised that 
the landing would be an 
arduous and dangerous  
task due to the terrain in 
the narrow valley on an 

unprepared surface.
Undeterred and in 

keeping with the motto 
of the unit-”We do the 
difficult as routine, the 
impossible only takes a 
little longer”, the crew 
displayed exceptional 
skill in maneuvering the 
aircraft in an extremely 
tight space and land-

ed the helicopter on a 
rocky outcrop next to 
a river in between the 
steep mountains. All this 
while the #2 helicopter 
gave airborne support to 
his #1. The casualty was 
successfully evacuated 
and brought to Leh- an-
other life saved by the 
helicopter of IAF.

Fourth India International Science 
Festival to be held in Lucknow

The fourth edition of 
the India International 
Science Festival will be 
held in Lucknow.  The 
exact dates and other 
details will be decided 
later.   The decision to 
hold the Festival in Luc-
know was taken at the 
first preparatory meet-
ing for the 4th India 
International Science 
Festival (IISF) chaired 
by Union Minister for 
Science & Technolo-
gy, Environment, For-
est & Climate Change 
and Earth Sciences, Dr. 
Harsh Vardhan. Officials 
of Ministries of Sci-
ence and Technology, 
Earth Sciences and DG, 
CSIR and representa-
tives of Vijnana Bharti 
(VIBHA), the partner 
organisation for the fes-

tival, were among those 
who attended the meet-
ing.

The 1st IISF was held 
at Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) New 
Delhi in December, 
2015. The mega S&T 
expo attracted more than 
3 lakh people. India had 
also set a Guinness Book 
of World Records, when 
2000 school students 
performed two experi-
ments at the Festival.

The second Festival 
at CSIR-National Phys-
ical Laboratory, New 
Delhi in December 
2016 showcased Indian 
achievements in vari-
ous fields of science and 
technology. The third in 
the series was held in 
October 2017 in Chen-
nai.

As per the recent re-
port published in Lan-
cet Child & Adolescent 
Health journal, the sci-
entists say its vital to 
change the definition of 
adolescence keeping in 
mind the stretch in the 
education and delayed 
marriage and parent-
hood which has changed 
the age old perception 
of when the adulthood 
begins. They say it is es-
sential in order to ensure 
laws and government 
policies remains appro-
priate however there are 
experts who puts light 
on this step “further in-
fantilising young peo-
ple”.

The conventional age 
slab for the adolescence 
was from fourteen to 
nineteen years the sci-
entific logic behind this 
was the fact that approx-
imately at the age of 14 
years hypothalamus be-
gins to release the hor-
mone which stimulates 
the pituitary and gonadal 

glands. This starts even 
earlier in the developed 
countries at around age 
of 10 years, better health 
facilities and nutritious 
diet could be the reason 
responsible for this ear-
ly onset of puberty.

Also the argument that 
supports the extension 
of the adolescence age 
slab is the continued de-
velopment of brain and 
body. 

 As per the reports of 
OFFICE OF NATION-
AL STTISTICS, the av-
erage age for a man to 
enter their frst marriage 
in 2013 was 32.5 years 
and 30.6 years for wom-
en across England and 
wales.which reflects the 
increase of eight years 
since 1973 report.

This social change 
will impact the existing 
laws and policy across 
the globe if implement-
ed. Like the policy of 
youth support services 
and other laws pertain-
ing to the welfare and 
development of the ado-
lescents.

Amazon Music 
Unlimited Coming to 

Australia and New 
Zealand on February 1

Amazon Music an-
nounced that Amazon 
Music Unlimited will 
become available in 
Australia and New Zea-
land starting February 1, 
giving music lovers in 
both countries access to 
a catalogue of more than 
45 million songs and 
hundreds of playlists and 
personalised stations. 
Amazon Music Unlim-

ited features hits from 
today’s top artists in-
cluding Taylor Swift, Ed 
Sheeran, Khalid, and Big 
Sean, as well as hundreds 
of hand-curated playlists 
and personalised stations 
highlighting acclaimed 
local musicians includ-
ing Vance Joy, Courtney 
Barnett, Gang of Youths, 
Sia and Morgan Evans. 
Beginning February 1, 
new subscribers can sign 
up for a free 90-day tri-
al of Amazon Music 
Unlimited for a limited 
time, and discover the 
vast catalogue of un-
limited, ad-free music 
streaming.

Customers in Australia 
can now preorder an Am-
azon Echo, Echo Dot, or 

Echo Plus with devices 
beginning to ship early 
next month. Customers 
in Australia and New 
Zealand may also pur-
chase devices at select 
major retailers in ear-
ly February. Customers 
who purchase an Echo 
device will be able to join 
the millions of listeners 
who have experienced 
the power of using voice 

for music by pairing Am-
azon Music Unlimited 
with Amazon Echo. By 
combining the ease of 
voice controls with an 
expansive catalogue of 
music, Amazon Music 
has reimagined the lis-
tening experience in the 
home around the world 
and now, for Australian 
and New Zealand users. 
Customers will be able to 
ask Alexa to discover and 
listen to the music they 
want based on mood, 
genre, era, artist name, 
and song or album title. 
By pairing Amazon Mu-
sic Unlimited with Alexa 
and the power of voice, 
music streaming is now 
easier and more fun than 
ever before.

New training manual 
published by 

People’s Liberation 
Army in China

The People’s Libera-
tion Army, which is the 
largest army in the world, 
has delivered an official-
ly approved reform for 
military training as part 
of its efforts to emerge as 
the best force. The Cen-
tral Military Commission 
chaired by President Xi 
Jinping has also accepted 
the outline for training of 
the military.

Since he got into power 
in 2013, he has emerged 
as the country’s most 
powerful leader in recent 
times. The 64-year-old 
President has been strictly 
advocating live fire drills 
in war conditions to make 
sure the 2.3-million strong 
military wins war. There-
fore, the PLA army, navy 
along with air force has 
been carrying out massive 
practices in the Tibetan 
region and the disputed 
South China Sea and areas 
near to Taiwan.

President Mr. Xi also 
went on to bring mas-
sive reform of command 
structure of PLA and 
thereby, ordered nearly 
three lakh troops cut as 
efforts to rejuvenate the 
military which has a year-
ly budget of over USD 
140 billion.

news Digest

Frosty cold wave proceeded in Kashmir and 
Himachal Pradesh as the mercury remained 
under the freezing point, while fog in parts of 
northern India affected train services. Mini-
mum temperatures remained 2o to 4o beneath 
the normal in the mountain valleys of Him-
achal Pradesh, while in high-altitude tribal 
territories of the region, the mercury drifted 
between -15o  Celsius and - 21o Celsius.

North India Reels fog Under Cold Wave, 
Fog Affects Train Services

PM Narendra Modi last week mock opposi-
tion leaders as he remarked the fight on cor-
ruption. He mocked: “Now, there are three 
former chief ministers behind the bars. The 
actions of getting rid of the termite of corrup-
tion will obviously help the poor most. It ap-
peared obvious that Lalu Prasad Yadav was 
foremost in PM Narendra Modi’s  mind

Corrupted people rotting in Jail: PM 
Modi mocks RJD Chief

US Soldiers Revealing Dangerous 
Information By Jogging With Fitbit

An interactive map published on the web that 
shows the whereabouts of the users who use 
fitness devices like Fitbit uncovers very del-
icate information about the area and move-
ment of soldiers of U.S. military bases, what 
looks like a real security oversight. 
The map is not live but it reveals the pattern 
of activity between 2015 & September 2017.

Amazon Music Unlimited offers a catalogue 
of more than 45 million songs to listeners in 

Australia and New Zealand

Adolescence doesn’t end at 
Nineteen anymore, says scientists.
Vishal Gupta

Vishal Gupta

Himangshu Das
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Facebook will now let gamers monetise their livestream gameplay
: Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook CEO

Govt has approved Rs 535,000 for project ‘Bharatmala’ for 
development of about 53,000 km of National Highways : Ram Nath 
Kovind, President of India

Founded by tech graduate Mr. 
Sandip Kar and Mr. Anindya Kar 
in 2002 having the goal of connect-
ing school and college students and 
teachers with the sole motive of 
simplifying the challenge of look-
ing for tutors across more than 10 
countries including 

India, Qatar , Malaysia, and many 
others.

The students can avail online 
training while sitting hundreds 
of miles away via the easiness of 
virtual classroom provided by the 
start-up. The fundamental profile 
of My Private Tutor is free and the 
private tutor doesn’t have to pay 
anyone a “cut” from their fee struc-
ture initially. Though one need to 
purchase the “connects” plan apply 
for various tutoring jobs. 

It is a great platform for tutors 
looking in conformity to provide 

full time as well as part time coach-
ing for the subject of their choice, 
online and offline i.e. at the stu-
dent’s said place in India or out-
side. The students can also take 
advantage of selecting various op-
tions available on hand then receive 
lessons from their chosen teachers. 
There is a section where one can 
ask and resolve their doubts could 
prove to be very fruitful for the stu-
dents.

With the introduction this tech-
nology,  the students and teachers 
will find it a cake walk to be linked 
within real time. MyPrivateTutor 
approves 21 apps that can be used 
here which includes Skype, Hang-
outs, Moodle, IDroo, Dropbox. The 
community concerning teachers, 
learners and all the related parties 
have past the watermark of about 
3,00,000.

PTE Tutors in Gurgaon
Startup Watch MyPrivateTutor

Business
India’s vegetable, fruit exports slumped by 
15% during April-Nov 2017

Chief economic adviser in the finance ministry 
Arvind Subramanian, said the economy is expected 
to grow at 6.75% in 2017-18 compared to 6.5% es-
timated by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). This 
year’s Economic Survey points out that India can be 
rated as among the best performing economies as the 
Indian economy is expected to expand at 7-7.5% in 
the next financial year.

Economic Survey sees GDP growth at 
7-7% next year vs 6.75% This Year

Xiaomi has clinched the title from Samsung as the 
top smartphone maker in India, breaking the years-long 
streak, as the Chinese mobile company grows its pres-
ence aggressivley in the country, market and research 
firms Canalys and Counterpoint said on Wednesday. 

Xiaomi dispatched 8. 2 million mobile phones to in-
dia in the last quarter of year (Q4 2017). On the other 
hand Samsung dispatched around 7. 3 million units, 
Canalys said. With a market share of 25% , Xiaomi 
proved to be the top smartphone company in the nation.

Xiaomi replaces Samsung as the top 
smartphone seller in India

Exports of fresh vegetables and fruits have drooped by 
15% with respect to revenue in April-November 2017, 
apart from a considerable dip in the export of pulses and 
wheat. 

Low supply and demand for tomatoes, onions, raisins 
and bananas of the top exporting markets proved to be 
the real contributing factor, said Agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Products Export Development Authority 
(APEDA).It will be completing four years this June.

Buzz

Delivery record: ŠKODA AUTO delivers more 
than 1.2 million vehicles worldwide in 2017

“2017 was 
the best year in 
ŠKODA’s 122-
year history. 
This gives us 
further impetus, 
and we would 
like to thank 
all our cus-
tomers for the 
trust they have 
placed in us. 
The past year 
has demonstrat-
ed that with 
ŠKODA Strategy 2025, 
we are on the right path 
to successfully shape the 
profound changes in the 
automotive industry. At 
the same time, this suc-
cess motivates us to go 
full throttle again this 
year. And that is exactly 
what we are doing with 
numerous new products 
and mobility solutions 
that will delight our cus-

tomers,” says ŠKODA 
CEO Bernhard Maier. 

For ŠKODA, 2017 
ended as it began: with 
a sales record. After the 
best January in the com-
pany’s 122-year history, 
the Czech carmaker also 
set a new record for the 
month of December. With 
107,500 vehicles deliv-
ered, ŠKODA exceeded 
the previous year’s result 

by 19.2%. 
ŠKODA’s strongest 

sales market worldwide 
is still China. In this re-
gion, the Czech carmak-
er’s sales increased by 
2.5% to 325,000 units 
in 2017 (2016: 317,100 
vehicles). In addition, 
India (17,100 vehicles; 
+31.4%) recorded posi-
tive development in 2017 
as a whole. 

Toyota celebrates the success of 
10 years of customers’ trust in its 

pre-owned car operations
Toyota Kirloskar Motor 

[TKM] celebrates 10th 
anniversary of Toyota 
U-Trust through an exclu-
sive carnival of used vehi-
cles in the regions of Ban-
galore and Mumbai during 
20th – 21st January 2018.

Launched in 2007, with 
4 outlets across India, Toy-
ota U Trust is a certified 
used car program with an 
objective to provide reli-
able used car experience to 
customers. Toyota which 
is synonymous to Quali-
ty, Durability & Reliabil-
ity in a new car, extends 
the same commitment for 
used cars through U-Trust 
operations by facilitating 
a hassle-free and peace-
ful Buy, Sell or Exchange 
experience for its custom-
ers. Today, U Trust has 97 

facilities with 8 exclusive 
showrooms with plans of 
expansion to total of 110 
outlets by March 2018.

The used car market in 
India has grown at a tre-
mendous pace since the 
start of the 21st century. 
One of the key reasons 
has been the advent of 
organized players in the 
market which have taken 
care of the trust deficit, 
plaguing the Indian Used 
Car Market for ages. 

Even a decade back, al-
most all of the sales in the 
Indian Used Car Market 
took place in the unor-
ganized sector. Sellers 
would offer substandard 
products to the buyers, 
so most people preferred 
to buy cars in the circle 
of family, friends and 
acquaintances. Toyota’s 
focus have been to bridge 
this gap with more orga-
nized approach to deliver 
the best in this space.

Lou Anna Simon, head 
of Michigan state univer-
sity has resigned hours 
after the sports doctor 
Larry Nassar had been 
announced guilty for sex-
ually abusing almost 160 
women during his tenure 
of 19 years from 1997 
till 2016. He had been 
announced guilty of sex-
ual assault against young 
girls and women includ-
ing Olympians under the 
guise of medical exam-
ination. The 54 years old 
had been previously sen-
tenced for 60 years for 
possession of child por-
nography. 

Larry Nassar first got 
unveiled when Rachael 
Denhollander, a former 
gymnast chose to speak 
publically against him in 
2016. She told the media 
that she was 15 when she 
first went to Nassar for 
the treatment and in the 
guise of which he abused 
her sexually, since then it 
continued every time she 
went for the treatment.

Another victim Kyle 
Stephens took a brave 
step of confronting her 
molester. She was mo-
lested by Nassar and un-
like most of the victims 
wasn’t a gymnast and 
the patient of Nassar. 

Her parents were friends 
with him. She was first 
abused when she was six 
years old. The childhood 
photographs of Stepehen 
were shown on a screen 
in the courtroom with 
an innocent smile on her 
face. She had informed 
about it to her parents 
when she was 12 but 
they in turn made her to 
apologize him. She first 
chose to keep her identity 
anonymous, keeping an 
alias Victim ZA, but later 
came out and waived off 
the anonymity. She asked 
the judge Rosemarie Aq-
uilina if she could address 
Nassar directly. 

‘Bank of Amazon’ gives early 
taste to India and Mexico

Fresh moves by the 
online shopping giants 
‘Amazon’ indicates that 
it is, indeed, getting 
ready to give a point of 
concern to Wall Street 
as in developing coun-
tries like India and 
Mexico, the company 
have taken the initia-
tive to offering unique 
payments services to 
its customers and also 
continuously approach-
ing finance-technology 
based startups for its in-
vestments and 

acquisitions.
Amazon has initiated 

a doorstep cash-pickup 

service in India. The 
service lets its custom-
ers load money into a 
digital wallet. In Mex-
ico, the company has a 
payment by cash service 
which is supposed to be 
an alternative to a debit 
or credit card.

The finance industry, 
however, seems to be 
fixated on the initiative 
of Amazon and other 
similar technology com-
panies invading into 
their territory. The act-
ing head of the US reg-
ulator for national banks 
previously stated that it 
high time to have anoth-

er look at the separation 
between commerce with 
banking. Reportedly, 
nearly half of the banks 
and credit unions are 
threatened 

by these large tech 
companies.

During last year, Am-
azon introduced ‘Am-
azon Cash’, which al-
lowed the users to load 
funds onto their Amazon 
account. Though the 
company doesn’t pro-
vide traditional banking 
services at a large scale, 
it has definitely made an 
impact on the financial 
system.

US economy received a downfall 
in the last quarter of 2017

According to data re-
leased last week, the 
US economy, which is 
also the world's largest, 
unexpectedly slowed in 
the final quarter of 2017, 
thus, US Gross Domes-
tic Product expansion 
for the previous year 
ended below President 
Donald Trump's three 
percent target.
After two decent quar-
ters of expansion more 
than 3 per cent, GDP 
came down to 2.6 per 
cent in the last quarter. 
Reportedly, it was held 
down by a huge jump in 
imports and also falling 
business inventories.
Imports, which are de-

ducted from GDP, rose 
faster during the Octo-
ber- December quarter 
by nearly 14 per cent, 
making it the largest 
increase during a quar-
ter in over seven years. 
However, to Trump’s 
rescue, exports also 
had an incredible quar-
ter at the time when the 
US dollar continued 
to weaken as it gained 
more than 12.5 per cent 
compared to the prior 
quarter, thus, making it 
the largest increase in 
about four years.
Meanwhile, few positive 
signs during the quarter 
include strong spending 
and investment.

Coincheck, a virtual cur-
rency exchange based in 
Japan, stated this week 
that it has decided to re-
fund nearly $400 million 
to its customers after 
hackers got hold of dig-
ital assets which were 
worth hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars.
The company noted that 
it would compensate the 
loss with its own funds to 
reimburse nearly 46 bil-
lion yen to all the suffer-
ing 2,60,000 customers 
who lost their holdings of 
NEM, which is also the 
tenth biggest cryptocur-
rency in order of market 
capitalisation.
This week, the company 
got hold of an unautho-
rised access of the ex-
change, and it took no 
time to suspend trading 
for all its cryptocurren-
cies apart from bitcoin.
Recent reports confirm 
that the resulting $530 
million loss suffered has 

exceeded the value of 
bitcoins that disappeared 
from MtGox back in 
2014.
The top Tokyo-based bit-
coin exchange suffered 
after revealing that about 
8,50,000 coins which 
were worth nearly $480 
million at the present 
time disappeared from its 
vaults.
The vital secrecy demise 
of MtGox had failed to 
raise the enthusiasm for 
the virtual currencies in 
the country, which last 
year became the first 
country in the globe to 
proclaim it as legal ten-
der.
However, reports claim 
that the Financial Ser-
vices Agency (FSA) are 
expected to initiate disci-
plinary measures against 
the company -Coincheck, 
which has proclaimed 
itself  as the leading bit-
coin and cryptocurrency 
exchange in Asia.

The youngest billion-
aire of Russia, Kirill 
Shamalov, has reported-
ly suffered a loss 40 per 
cent of his wealth fol-
lowing his divorce with 
the daughter of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
Katerina Tikhonova.
As per recent reports, the 
Shamalov’s wealth was 
nearly cut down to half 
as his net worth fell from 
a whopping $1.3 billion 
to mere $800 million in 
a short span of time. The 
35-year-old young busi-
nessman married Pres-
ident Putin’s daughter 
back in 2013. 
Ever since he married 
the daughter of the most 
powerful man of Russia, 

his profit seemed to have 
mostly stayed on a level 
with the good amount of 
profits every year. More-
over, Shamalov’s com-
pany received a huge 
funding of $2 billion in 
shares and additionally, 
the billionaire was also 
offered a lucrative post at 
Sibur, which is the coun-
try’s leading petrochem-
ical and gas processing 
company.
However, the divorce has 
come as a curse for the 
35-year-old as it seems 
to have caused more fi-
nancial loss to Shamalov. 
Moreover, as per reports, 
he is demoted from his 
top position as deputy 
chief executive at Sibur.

Japan’s top virtual currency 
company plans to refund its 

customer following theft

Russian Billionaire lost 40% wealth after 
parting ways with Putin’s daughter

MSU president resigns following Larry nassar’s verdict.
Vishal Gupta



Himangshu Das

In a shock move 
last week, the US has 
decided to urge bitter 
rivals Pakistan to re-
store their operations 
of Radio Mashaal that 
was previously put to 
close by Islamabad for 
allegedly broadcast-
ing such programmes 
which were considered 
against the common 
interests of the nation.

The concerned Pash-
to-based language ra-
dio station of the US 
Congress-funded Ra-
dio Free Europe/Radio 
Liberty was happened 
to be doing its opera-
tions from the border 
areas of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.

Earlier, a few days 
ago Pakistan declared 
to shut down the Islam-
abad bureau of Radio 
Mashaal after the ISI 
reportedly alleged that 
its programmes were 
strictly against the good-
will of the country and 
was in line with a hostile 
intelligence agency’s se-

cret agenda.
However, the RFE/RL 

was quick to deny any 
such allegations. 

The President of RFE/
RL Mr. Thomas Kent 
said: “Radio Mashaal 
has never served any 
intelligence agency or 
even the government as 

we are very much per-
turbed about the deci-
sion of Pakistani Min-
istry of Interior to close 
the offices of RFE, Ra-
dio Free Liberties along 
with Radio Marshall in 
Islamabad last week on 
January 19th. 

The Spokesperson 

of State Department 
Heather Nauert noted in 
a press conference that 
the US has expressed 
its concerns to Pakistan 
and thus, urged them 
to revoke the decision 
to close and restore the 
operations of the Radio 
Marshall”.
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AAP enters Rajya Sabha as 3 of 
its MPs take oath

Small farmers go big with organic 
farming

Small and marginal farmers, who are not able to af-
ford costly agricultural inputs, are switching to a new 
leaf by going organic mainly because of lower costs and 
higher margins, according to the study of the Modi gov-
ernment’s Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY).

wheat, paddy and soyabean — the three crops studied 
— saw the gross returns as well as yields were lower. 
But when the reduced cost of production was factored 
in, the net returns per hectare were higher by 15.8%, 
36.7% and 50% respectively.

Aadhaar helped government to 
eliminate middlemen: President Kovind

The Aam Aadmi party (AAP) on monday made 
its passage into the Rajya Sabha with three of their 
new MPs pledged alongside union minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri of the BJP. 

Puri initially took oath in hindi followed by Narain 
Das Gupta, who took oath in English.  Sushil Kumar 
Gupta and Sanjay Singh took the oath in hindi. They 
represent the state of NCT delhi in the upper house.

President Ram Nath Kovind on Monday conveyed 
that the Aadhaar has helped the government in “elim-
inating middlemen” and save over Rs 57,000 crore. 
“Aadhaar has helped in securing the rights of the poor 
by eliminating middlemen. At present, digital payments 
are being carried out in more than 400 schemes of the 
government,” the President said while addressing the 
joint sitting of both the Houses.
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New reform of ‘right to 
make mistake’ hits France

The lawmak-
ers of France 
have come to a 
decision to vote 
for a major arti-
cle in a new law 
which states 
that it will give 
the French peo-
ple the right to 
make mistakes 
while dealing 
with the ruling 
g o v e r n m e n t 
without being immedi-
ately punished.

As per the government, 
the same article was 
adopted by a horde of 
hands last week during 
the National Assembly 
and is considered to be 
the mainstay of a law for 
a state in the service of a 
trustworthy society. 

Meanwhile, the law is 
a part of the promise of 
reforms that President 
Emmanuel Macron stat-
ed at his electoral cam-
paigns and it will allow 

the citizens of the nation 
to make a mistake, but 
good faith, while deal-
ing with the government 
authorities without wor-
rying about the penalties 
for their first infringe-
ment. Now, the lawmak-
ers need to take into ac-
count numerous relevant 
articles in the bill.

However, it is the ad-
ministration’s decision 
to prove that the person 
was doing the mistake in 
bad faith.

The fact that ‘to err is 

human’ but the decision 
of forgiveness of the 
government will only be 
limited to their first mis-
take. At the National As-
sembly, a minister noted 
that the government had 
made its decision to lis-
ten to the citizens who 
like their public services 
but not their administra-
tion.

Nevertheless, the right 
to err article will not be 
applicable in a few cas-
es, like that of public 
health.

US urges Pakistan to revoke the 
closure decision of Radio Mashaal

New US sanctions could 
retaliate its ties with Russia
A senior lawmak-

er from Russia stated 
last week that the new 
United States sanc-
tions against Russia are 
nothing but a destruc-
tive move which could 
further worsen the ties 
between Moscow and 
Washington, as reported 
by RIA news agency.

In a move that could 
break the ties between 
the two giant nations, 
the United States last 
week added Russian of-
ficials and energy firms 
to a sanctions blacklist. 

The move came days be-
fore delineation of fur-
ther awaited penalties 
against Moscow which 
are due to be released 
soon.

RIA further reported 

that the head of the lower 
house of parliament’s for-
eign affairs committee, 
Mr. Leonid Slutsky, not-
ed Russia could retaliate 
against the new sanctions 
planned by the US.

China wrong to ignore India’s CPEC 
concerns, warns Indian ambassador

Gautam Bambawale, 
the ambassador of India 
to China, warned that 
Beijing needs to pay 
serious attention to the 
concerns of New Del-
hi regarding the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, CPEC, and 
therefore, should avoid 

ignoring them.
Mr. Bambawale stat-

ed that the CPEC pass-
es through the Indi-
an-claimed territory 
(POK) and thus, violates 
the territorial integrity 
which is a prime prob-
lem for India. He further 
noted in China’s state-run 

‘Global Times’ in a re-
cent interview: “We soon 
need to talk about the 
matter and not push it un-
der the carpet or ignore it. 
I think the more we talk 
to each other, the better 
and easier it will become 
to solve the capitulating 
problems.”

The country’s ambas-
sador conveyed a firm 
stand from New Delhi 
that Beijing should not 
plan to tap the huge In-
dian market and enhance 
the economic ties in case 
it continues to set aside 
Indian concerns over its 
sovereignty. In the inter-
view published last week, 

Bambawale urged that 
the 73-day border stand-
off at Doklam needs to be 
considered from the his-
torical point of view.

He further added: “Our 
country sells pharma-
ceuticals and IT-based 
products all over the 
globe, but not in China. 
What can be the reason? 
For over 20 years now, 
we have been asking 
for the China market to 
avail our pharmaceutical 
and IT products and ser-
vices. We must take into 
consideration such vital 
issues immediately and 
take necessary steps to 
resolve them.”

Twelve camels banned from 
Saudi’s beauty contest for doping

A recent report claimed 
that as many as twelve 
camels were disqualified 
from the annual camel 
beauty contest held in 
Saudi Arabia. This came 
after the camels report-
edly received botulinum 
toxin injections in order 
to make their pouts look 
more tentative.

Saudi Arabia authori-
ties have recently raised 
the profile of the King 
Abdulaziz and also 
shifted the camel festi-
val from the deserts to 
the borders of the capital 
-Riyadh.

This year’s event has 
also been in the middle 
of scandals following 

the lure of €25.6m of 
prize money alleged to 
be a cheated work of 
some owners.

The vital factors in 
this camel beauty con-
test are delicate ears and 
attractive snouts. How-
ever, a strict warning 
has always been issued 
against the use of drugs 
in their lips or any meth-
od of shaving to look 
beautiful or clipping 
body parts. The compe-
tition made news when a 
dozen contestants were 
banned by the authority 
after a vet was caught 
carrying out plastic sur-
gery on camels. Further, 
camels were also inject-

ed with Botox-type at 
his clinic.

The son of a camel 
breeder, Ali al-Mazouei, 
stated that they used 
Botox for their lips, the 
nose, and also the jaw. 
He further noted: “It 
does make their head 
more inflated so when 

the camel arrives, it be 
like, ‘O shit, have a look 
at how big is that cam-
el’s head is along with 
its big lips, a big nose”.

The biggest festival in 
the Gulf lasts for nearly 
a month in which over 
30,000 camels are in-
volved.

ONGC gears up to 
reduce oil imports by 

10% by 2022
Recent reports revealed 

by company director 
D.D. Misra suggest-
ed that the gas produc-
tion of flagship explorer 
ONGC has considerably 
risen by 7.9 per cent and 
crude output has surged 
by around 1.5 per cent in 
the initial three-quarters 
of the current fiscal as 
compared to that of the 
previous corresponding 
period.

Another statement 
from the Director stated: 
“We all are now geared 
up to contributing to-
wards achieving the 
Prime Minister’s vision 
of bringing down the oil 
imports by 10 per cent by 
2022.” Currently, D.D. 
Misra is regulating as the 
chairman of the compa-
ny in the absence of Mr. 
Shashi Shanker, who is 

out in Davos to represent 
India in the World Eco-
nomic Forum meet.

In a Republic Day 
function, while address-
ing the employees of 
the company, Misra ex-
pressed that the ONGC 
board has already put pen 
to paper on a few proj-
ects worth more than Rs 
78,000 crore in the previ-
ous three years. The same 
projects will help the 
company to additional 
gas and oil output worth 
over 180 million tonne 
oil equivalent.

Misra further added 
that the acquisition of 
government’s 51.11 per 
cent stake in HPCL will 
assist to make ONGC the 
country’s third-largest re-
finer and also first fully 
vertically integrated en-
ergy company.

Financial Services Sec-
retary Rajiv Kumar has 
said honest borrowers 
would find it much easier 
to acquire loans from the 
Public Sector Banks after 
the reforms have been 
undertaken, thus, submit-
ting a statement that there 
would be a premium on 
integrity.

This comes after the 
government last week 
declared a set of reforms 
for the banking sector 
and further stated that it 
would infuse an unprec-
edented amount of Rs 
88,139 crore of Capital in 
as many as 20 such banks 
before the end of this fi-
nancial year in order to 
boost lending and ac-
cordingly, revive growth.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley announced the 
reforms and also briefed 
that the stringent norms 
for disbursal of higher 
value loans have been 
set. It will also have strict 

surveillance on big loan 
defaulters.

According to recent 
reports, Public Sector 
Banks have been reel-
ing since a while under 
Non-Performing Assets 
(NPAs) and bad loans, 
the amount of which is 
worth nearly Rs. 8 lakh 
crore and as a result of 
this, it has hampered 
lending which has made 
an impact on its growth.

Mr. Rajiv Kumar also 
added that along with 
various fintech tools, a 
GST return filed also 
gives a commendable 
idea to banks about the 
cash flow. 

Meanwhile, banks 
would also make an effort 
on enhancing exposure to 
MUDRA and Stand Up 
India. Since the launch of 
the former by PM Modi 
back in 2015, such banks 
have disbursed nearly Rs. 
4 lakh crore to more than 
8.50 crore beneficiaries.

Nikki Haley 
denies rumors 

about affair with 
President Trump

In her defense, the top 
US diplomat to the UN, 
Indian-origin Nikki Ha-
ley, put rest to rumors 
about her being part of an 
affair with the US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
has termed it as highly 
offensive and disgusting. 
Last week in an interview, 
the top diplomat said: “It 
is totally not true.”

Haley, who happens 
to be the first ever In-
dian-American Cabi-
net-ranking official in any 
of the presidential admin-
istrations, further added: 
“I was on Air Force One 
once and there used to 
several people in the room 
when I was. Rumors say 
that I have been in contact 
a lot with the President in 
the Oval during my po-
litical future. I’ve hardly 
talked even once to the 
President regarding any 
personal matters and I am 
never alone with him ei-
ther.” 

The former South Car-
olina governor frustrat-
ingly said: “The idea that 
these things come out 
is what hurts me. But it 
went on to become a ma-
jor issue that we need to 
be conscious of: I would 
like to say that at every 
point in my career, I 
have noticed that in case 
you decide to speak your 
mind and you happen to 
be strong about it and 
then you utter what you 
believe, there is a minor 
section of people that 
will always resent that.” 

With a career in poli-
tics for more than a de-
cade now, she said she 
has faced exact allega-
tions in her earlier days 
too.

New reforms allow ‘honest’ 
borrowers to get easy loans
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10 Great Marriage Proposal Ideas
Your marriage proposal will be a success with any of these creative ideas.

Massage. Give your sweetheart a sensual 
massage and save the left hand for last. As 

you massage that hand, slip the ring on and be 
ready to pop the question.

Nostalgia. Take your sweetheart to the 
exact place where you had your first 
date. Reminisce a little and then say 

something like, “We’ve had an amazing 
journey together so far, and now I think 
we’re ready to take the next step in that 
journey. I’m hoping you’ll do me the 

honor of marrying me.”

A marriage proposal will (hopefully) only happen once in your lifetime, so 

you’ll want it to be memorable and perfect. After your soul has worked up the 

nerve to ask, you’ll want a creative and romantic way to pop the question for 

the most special person of your life. To help you out on your unique day, here 

are 10 unique marriage proposal ideas that are sure to make a big impression:

Holiday Cheer.  The holidays are the perfect 
time to propose. Hang the ring box like an 
ornament on the tree. When the last pres-
ent has been opened, say, “Wait, there’s 

still one more present.” Ask your intended 
to find it or simply retrieve it and propose.

Matryoshka Dolls. Another holi-
day marriage proposal idea is to 
wrap the ring box inside several 
bigger boxes, like Russian nest-
ing dolls, so your sweetheart 
will think the present is very 

large. As each layer is opened, 
the laughs will grow. Get down 
on one knee right as the last 

box is opened.
Trivia. Play a triv-
ia game together. 
When it is your 

sweetheart’s turn, 
casually say, “Your 

question is: Will 
you marry me?” 
rather than the 

question written on 
the card.

Gamify. Scavenger hunts are always an en-
tertaining marriage proposal idea. Start off 

with a simple clue to someplace nearby, then 
get more complicated as the scavenger hunt 

progresses. Have the final location be a place 
where you can hide, and then pop out and get 

down on one knee.

Surprise Message. Spell out the mar-
riage proposal in some place they ar-
en't expecting to see it, perhaps using 
alphabet refrigerator magnets, writing 
it in lipstick on the bathroom mirror, 

using glow-in-the-dark stars to write it 
on the bedroom ceiling, or getting up 
early and slipping a fake newspaper 

page into the real newspaper.

Trail of Flowers. Create a path to the 
engagement ring. For example, scatter 

petals from the front door to the bedroom 
and use more petals to spell out "Will you 
marry me?" Alternatively, you could use 
candles to trace a path, but be careful. 

Don't burn the house down!

Sweet Notes for Your Sweetheart. 
Place sweet notes in different 
spots around the house. In each 
spot, write something that you 
love about your sweetheart and 
where to find the next note. In the 
last note say "For all these rea-
sons and more, I want to spend 
the rest of my life with you. Will 
you marry me?"

A Diamond in the Chocolate Rough. 
Buy a box of chocolates for your 

sweetheart and replace one chocolate 
with the ring. When they open it up, get 

down on one knee to finish the job.
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