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Senator Dicky Durbin totally 
misrepresented what 

was said at the DACA 
meeting. Deals can’t 
get made when there 
is no trust! Durbin blew 

DACA and is hurting our 
Military.

We should work to 
accommodate, to protect, 
to promote and to 
integrate whoever is 
forced to leave their 

own home and undergo 
moments of real difficulty.

The benefits of low crude 
price were never passed 
on to the people as govt 
raised excise and cess. 
Now when crude prices 
are rising, govt must 
reduce excise to help people.

Donald Trump, US President

Sitaram Yechury, CPI General Secretary

quote

unquote

The FIR on Tribune is yet 
another example of 
muzzling the freedom 
of the press. Journalists 
cannot be intimidated 
for exposing the 
government’s failures.
Ahmed Patel, Senior Congress leader

Pope Francis, Catholic Church Pope

Republic Day

Ireland mourn as Cranberries’ legendary lead singer dies
60th Birthday of legend-

ary Pogues singer Shane 
MacGowan’s which  was 
meant as a celebration 
turned into more of a wake 
as some of Irish music’s 
biggest stars honoured Do-
lores O’Riordan, late Cran-
berries singer.

To celebrate the Pogues 
frontman MacGowan, fa-
mous personalities such as 
Bono, Sinead O’Connor, 
Johnny Depp and Nick 
Cave had gathered at Dub-
lin’s National Concert Hall 
but the event turned more 
toned-down for many, who 
knew O’Riordan, whose 
death had just been an-
nounced just hours before.

‘A Rainy Night In Soho’ 
an emotional rendition of 
the Pogues’ was performed 
by Bono accompanied by 

actor Johnny Depp and 
ended the performance on 
Linger, one of O’Riordan’s 
most famous songs.

Sinead O’ Connor, with 
singer Imelda May and 
Shane MacGowan’s long-
time partner, Victoria Clark, 
 performed at the show.

Troubled star Sinead 
O’Connor and The Frames 
singer Glen Hansard all per-
formed at the show, while 
Cave and MacGowan, 
who has had his own his-
tory of health problems, 
 duetted on another Pogues 
tune, Summer In Siam.

Irish President Michael 
Higgins who also attended 
the event spoke on the star’s 
death and remembered Do-
lores O’Riordan and The 
Cranberries huge influence  
on music in Ireland and in-
ternationally as a whole.

O’Riordan was found 
dead in a London hotel on 
Monday. Police said they 
were not treating the death 
as suspicious.

The Cranberries enjoyed 
huge success in the 1990s 
with songs such as Zom-
bie and Linger becoming 
global smashes. Her band 
mates, Noel Hogan, Fergal 
Lawler, and Mike Hogan, 
expressed their sadness 
and said that they were 
devastated by the news 
and that the world has lost 
a true artist.

of the Week

President Trump in favour of immigration
President Donald 

Trump said he wants the 
United States to draw 
immigrants from nations 
from all around the world, 
when asked at press con-
ference on Tuesday on 
whether he wanted more 
immigrants from Norway.

Democratic Senator 
Dick Durbin said last 
week that Trump had re-
peatedly use the word 
“sh**hole” when speak-
ing about African coun-
tries and the Caribbean 
nation of Haiti though 
Trump denied using that 
language.

Earlier on Tuesday the 

White House press sec-
retary Sarah Sanders said 
Trump is unapologetic 
about trying to fix the 
country’s immigration 
system and further add-
ed that Trump hasn’t said 
that he did not used such 
strong language in the 
heated immigration de-
bate last week during the 
meeting with bipartisan.

Sanders calls the claim 
made by Democrats’ 
assertion that Trump’s 
comments were “racist” 
as “outrageous”, citing 
their previous embrace of 
Trump.

US Homeland Security 

Secretary Kirstjen Niel-
sen said she didn’t hear 
Trump use the word.

Nielsen, testifying be-
fore the Senate Judiciary 
committee on Tuesday 

said she remembered 
strong language and pro-
fanity being used during 
the meeting but did not 
recall how Trump de-
scribed African countries.

Oil Tanker caught on fire, all 
crew members safely rescued

On Wednesday eve-
ning, an oil tanker carry-
ing 30,000 tonnes of high 
speed diesel off the coast 
of Gujarat caught on 
fire. The tanker consist-
ed of 26 crew members 
onboard and all of them 
were rescued by the Indi-
an Coast Guard; howev-
er, two of them suffered 
burn injuries.

The fire broke out on 
MT Genessa at around 
6 pm on Tuesday which 
was anchored 15 nautical 
miles off Deendayal Port 
at Kandla.

The Coast Guard used 
tugs and rigs from nearby 
resource agencies in or-

der to fight the fire in the 
tanker. The tanker is 183 
metres in length and has a 
draft of 10 metres.

A defence spokesper-
son said that the Indian 
Coast Guard Interceptor 
Boat C-403 reached the 
scene and the maritime 
security agency’s pol-
lution control team had 
been activated. There 
was no clarification given 
on whether there was an 
oil spill or any such pos-
sibility. 

He further added that a 
Dornier aircraft was been 
pressed into service to 
make certain the extent 
of the fire.

One percent reserved for 
Orphans in Maharashtra

Himangshu Das

The Maharashtra cab-
inet this week took a 
unique step by approving 
a one per cent reservation 
for orphans under the 
general category today in 
government jobs.

With the help of one 
per cent reservation in the 
general category, orphans 
will overcome problems 
faced by them while ap-
plying for jobs since they 
don’t know their caste 
which bars them from be-
ing included in a specific 
category.  

Women and Child Wel-
fare Minister of Maha-
rashtra Pankaja Munde 
said that the bill will now 
help rehabilitate orphan 
children and secure their 
future. She added that 
they would now be not 
deprived of educational, 
economic and social con-
cessions.

With the aim to attract 
investments of Rs. 5,000 

crore, the cabinet also 
approved the Maharash-
tra State Innovation and 
Startup policy in order to 
give a boost to social and 
economic development. 
The policy will be an ide-
al platform for innovative 
ideas, stated an official of 
the chief minister’s office 
(CMO).

The policy aims at set-
ting 15 start-up incuba-
tors in order to launch 
10,000 start-ups with the 

help of educational and 
industrial sector. It plans 
to deliver employment 
opportunities to five lakh 
people directly and indi-
rectly which will include 
all the sections of the so-
ciety.

In order to empower 
gram panchayats with 
population less than 
2,000 and do not have of-
fice building, the cabinet 
also approved a proposal 
to give financial assis-

tance of Rs.12 lakh  to 
gram panchayat of vil-
lages with population less 
than 1,000 and Rs.18 lakh 
with population ranging 
between 1,000-2,000.

For villages with over 
2,000 population, office 
building can be con-
structed with own funds 
or through public private 
partnership (PPP).

This decision will bene-
fit 4252 gram panchayats 
in the state.

ISRO’s Cartosat-2 
beams its first high 

resolution image
Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) Di-
rector DP Karnik said in 
a media report that Car-
tosat-2, India’s remote 
sensing satellite started 
beaming images from 
the earth’s lower orbit 
after it became opera-
tional on Monday. Car-
tosat-2 was successfully 
launched and deployed 
in the earth’s lower orbit 
on January 12. 

The 710 kg spacecraft 
was launched on board 
a polar rocket (PS-
LC-C40) along with 30 
satellites including one 
nano and micro from 
India and 28 from six 
countries.

The first image in high 
resolution shows a part 
of Indore, about 200 km 
from Bhopal in central 
India. as the spacecraft 
became operational af-
ter it was injected into 
a sun-synchronous or-
bit at 505 km above the 
earth said DP Karnik. 

As a follow-on mis-
sion, Cartosat which 

has a 5-year life span 
will also relay high res-
olution scene specific 
spot imageries with data 
from its panchromatic 
and multi-spectral cam-
eras operating in time 
delay integration mode. 
It has a 5-year life span. 
ISRO released a state-
ment speaking about 
the useful application of 
the Cartosat-2 imagery 
in urban and rural ap-
plications, cartograph-
ic applications, coastal 
land use and regulation, 
utility management like 
road network monitor-
ing, creation of land use 
maps, water distribu-
tion, and change detec-
tion to bring out geo-
graphical and manmade 
features.

This was the first mis-
sion in 2018 onboard the 
PSLV-C40. This comes 
after failure of a similar 
rocket to deliver coun-
try’s eighth navigation 
satellite in the earth’s 
lower orbit on August 
31 last year.

Emergency in 
Papua New Guinea 
as volcano erupts
A VOLCANO erupted 

nearby an island off the 
northern coast of Papua 
New Guinea about 1500 
people are being evacuat-
ed from the island as said 
by the local Red Cross.

On January 5, a volcano 
on the island of Kadovar 
began erupting, located 
about 24km north of the 
Papuan mainland. 590 
people were being evac-
uated from Kadovar to 
the nearby island of Blup 
Blup.

The Rabaul Volcanolog-
ical Observatory said in a 
bulletin, after venting ash 
for several days, the vol-
cano exploded on Friday, 
blasting out glowing red 
rocks and sulphur dioxide.

Because of issues with 
supplying people on the 
island along with the dan-
ger from the eruption.The 
PNG government then 
decided to evacuate Blup 
Blup as well.

The International Red 
Cross is providing about 
87,000 kina ($A36,784) in 
funding to help The evac-
uees after  being moved to 
the mainland as stated by 
PNG Red Cross Secretary 

General Uvenama Rova .
He further notified on 

the people’s immediate 
requirement of food wa-
ter and clothing as they 
rushed immediately to 
escape after the volcano 
erupted.

 The Australian gov-
ernment was contribut-
ing $A25,000 worth of 
humanitarian supplies 
for those affected as an-
nounced on twitter by the 
Australia’s Foreign Minis-
ter Julie Bishop.

The Observatory said 
in the latest bulletin that a 
dome of lava on Kadover 
was visible in the sea at the 
base of thick white steam 
clouds that was rising to 
600m above sea level.

PG #3

West Bengal is on the verge of 
becoming Best Bengal

UN needs to ‘balance power’ to 
attain more democracy

Ever-smiling magician Ronaldinho 
retires from professional football PG #7PG #5
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There are 
18 official 
languages, 

114 
languages, 
216 mother 
tongues and 
900 dialects 

in India.

The Reserve Bank of 
India issued a statement 
today and clarified its 
stand on the designs of 
10 rupees coin. Accord-
ing to the statement all 
the 14 designs of Rs. 10 
coin are valid and legal 
tender for transactions. 
This assertion was being 
made after reluctance in 
accepting Rs. 10 coins 
was seen among some 
traders because of its dif-
ferent shapes and sizes 
that it comes in. With 14 
designs of Rs. 10 coins 
floating in the market, 
there is a lot of suspicion 
in the market about their 
genuineness. 
Banks were also being 
directed by the RBI to 
accept coins for transac-

tions and exchange at all 
their branches. 
This is not the first time 
that RBI has clarified its 
stand on Rs. 10 coins le-
gal tender. Last year in 
November, the RBI had 
said that there are two dis-
tinct Rs. 10 coins. While 
one has rupee symbol, 
the other one is without 
rupee symbol and though 
they make look different, 
both of them are legal 
tender and equally good 
for transactions.
RBI had released Rs. 10 
coin last year in April, to 
commemorate 125 years 
of National Archives of 
India. The face of the 
coin bears an image of 
National Archives Build-
ing in the centre.

All 14 designs of 10 Rupees 
coin valid and legal: RBI

“Bonhomie” returns between India and China post-Doklam standoff: Army Chief General
Army chief General Bipin 
Rawat on a press confer-
ence said that post-Doklam 
standoff, border forces of 
India and China are hold-
ing regular exchange and 
the earlier "bonhomie" has 
returned. He further added 
that the army does not see 
any "serious trouble" post-
Doklam standoff but the 
forces are prepared for any 

exigency.
PLA soldiers were not in 
the same numbers in the 
North Doklam area as they 
were during India-China 
stand-off, said the Gen-
eral. He insisted that the 
Chinese army have carried 
out some infrastructure de-
velopment, mostly tempo-
rary in nature and not sure 
on whether they would 

come back or the equip-
ments were left back due 
to winter.
He said that the mech-
anism is in place and is 
working well in order to 
defuse the tensions be-
tween the two countries. 
He stated that border meet-
ings were being held regu-
larly and communications 
between the commanders 

at the ground level on.
Indian and Chinese 
troops had been locked in 
a stand-off for over two 

months last year in the 
Doklam area near Sikkim 
before "disengaging" on 
August 28.
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Mann Deshi Foundations works in remote rural areas 
affected by drought and poverty and bring about social 
changes in those areas. Mann Deshi Foundation founded 
by economist, farmer, activist Mrs Chetna Gala Sinha is 
dedicated to empowering female entrepreneurs and their 
communities by creating women entrepreneurs through 
skill-based training program. It aims in building sustain-
able opportunities for livelihood for these women, and 
mainstream them to work in line with the men towards 
country’s economic progress.The foundation is the sister 
organisation of the first indian bank run by and for rural 
women, the Mann Deshi Sahakari Bank. 

The Mann Deshi Foundation’s programme Empowers 
Women and provide quality training that is required to 
develop an entrepreneurial thinking and has successful-
ly been doing so across state lines from Maharashtra to 
Assam. It has also set up business school that provide 
courses on everything from financial literacy to market-
ing, along with more specialized vocational training.

Chetna Gala Sinha successfully recognised the prob-
lems that rural women have to suffer that hamper them 
from becoming economically successful. Women in rural 
India have limited access to capital and combined with 
their lack of financial literacy pushes them to borrow 
from unregistered money lenders at prohibitively high 
interest rates. This restricts the growth of these women’s 
small scale enterprises. 

By 2022, the Foundation aims to provide one million as-
piring women entrepreneurs with access to financial litera-
cy and capital, enabling them to have personal and profes-
sional agency in their lives and become self-reliant and free.

EditorialNEwsoNdot 
Does a quality relationship contribute 

to the development of a nation?

A relationship is one 
of the most vital aspects 
of our lives, yet we often 
tend to forget how im-
portant our connections 
with other people are for 
our mental health and 
well-being. As a matter 
of fact, people who are 
more socially connected 
to their family or friends 
or their community are 
likely to be happier and 
live longer because of 
minimal mental health 
problems than those 
people who are less con-
nected. 

It has never been about 
the number of friends 
you have, and wheth-
er or not you’re in one 
committed relationship, 
but what matters is the 
quality of your close re-
lationships. Spending 
your days in conflict 
or toxic relationship is 
more damaging than be-
ing alone.

Further evidence re-
vealed that having prop-
er relationships can aid 
us to live longer and 
happier lives with fewer 
mental health problems. 

No doubt by having a 
close and positive rela-
tionship, we can feel a 
purpose and sense of be-
longing. The state of iso-
lation and loneliness re-
mains the key predictors 
of poor psychological 
and also physical health. 
With the lack of good 
relationships, feelings of 
loneliness come around, 
as shown by a range of 
studies, and then leads to 
higher rates of mortality 
along with poor physi-
cal health outcomes and 
lesser life satisfaction. 

Researchers have fur-
ther disclosed that some-
one not in happy and 
positive relationships 
has significantly worse 
outcomes than those 
who are living isolated 
or have no relationships. 
While we seek to combat 
loneliness and isolation, 
we must keep in mind 
that poor-quality rela-
tionships can be toxic 
and worse for our mental 
health.

While nearly 87% of 
people expressed that 
they had someone to 

depend on during stress, 
like someone from fam-
ily, spouse, or even a 
friend, we are tentative-
ly becoming a society 
which feels lonelier than 
we ever have before or 
anyone had before. This 
is the reflection of the 
changing nature of our 
society.

The past decade have 
seen several changes 
in the ways as to how 
we interact and form 
relationships. The ev-
er-evolving family struc-
ture added with develop-
ment and ever-dependent 
on online technologies, 
working for long hours, 
and changes in how we 
consider a particular 
community refers that 
who we connect with 
and how we connect may 
never be the same again.

Thus, recognising the 
necessity of good re-
lationships along with 
defining new ways of 
developing and main-
taining strong social con-
nections, we are integral 
to our well-being as a 
nation.

MANN DeshI FOuNDATION
cheTNA GAlA sINhA

Haj pilgrimage subsidy revoked by the Government
In line with a 2012 Su-

preme Court order, there 
will be no subsidy for Haj 
from this year. Minority 
affairs minister Mukhtar 
Abbas Naqvi on Tuesday 
said that the funds saved 
will be used for providing 
education to minorities. 

Mr Naqvi added that 
the Saudi Arabian gov-
ernment has agreed on al-
lowing sea route travel to 
Indians going for Haj and 
that the officials from both 
the countries are working 
on the modalitites.

The All India Mus-
lim Personal Law Board 
(AIMPLB) complained 
that the government’s de-
cision on repealing Haj 
subsidy does no difference 

as the Muslims going for 
Haj were not given no 
concession and were be-
ing cheated.

Applauding the cen-
tre’s decision, the Vishva 
Hindu Parishad suggested 
that the money saved from 
cancelling the subsidy be 
utilised for the education 
of poor Hindu girls.

According to ministry 
of minority affairs, grad-
ual closure of subsidy 
since 2012 till 2017 led 
to national savings of Rs 
636.56 crore. In case, the 
gradual reduction in sub-
sidy had continued till 
2022, the total national 
savings would have have 
been around Rs 5970.6 
crore.

In order to claim that the 
BJP-led NDA government 
has been working to em-
power minorities, Naqvi 
referred to a host of mea-
sures, such as providing 
scholarships to 1.83 crore 
students and job opportu-

nities to 8.5 lakh minority 
youth.

 Despite the subsidy be-
ing withdrawn, high num-
ber of 1.75 lakh Muslims 
will undertake the Haj 
pilgrimage this year from 
India, said the ministry.

Attack on inter-caste married couple 
“absolutely illegal”: Supreme Court

The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday said it was 
“absolutely illegal” for 
anyone to attack cou-
ples marrying outside 
their caste while reading 
the riot act. The court 
also said that it would 
lay down guidelines if 
the government did not 
bring a legislation to 
protect such couples.

A former lieutenant 
general tried to dissi-
pate the negative notion 
about khap panchayat 
and said it was because 
of their efforts that the 
sex ratio in northern 
states had improved.

The bench replied by 
saying that and adult girl 
and adult boy are free to 
according to their choice 
irrespective of the caste 
they belong from and 
there is no one who can 
refrain them from doing 
so by force. The judicia-

ry made it crystal clear 
that it is not concerned 
about the khaps at all.

The bench was told 
that the Law Commis-
sion had proposed a law 
for freedom of matri-
monial alliances, in its 
242nd report by senior 
advocate Raju Ramach-
andran. He further stat-
ed that the Centre has 
been seeking time to file 
its suggestion by taking 
adjournments from time 
to time and that it has to 
consult states, law and 
order being a state sub-
ject.

A PIL was filed by 
NGO ‘Shakti Vahini’ 
months ago and Ram-
achandran said he had 
given his suggestions 
on the issue and that the 
Centre was yet to spell 
out its stand. Addition-
al solicitor general Pin-
ky Anand sought three 
weeks for the govern-
ment to submit its sug-
gestions as she appeared 
for the Centre.

The bench asked the 
ASG to submit the Cen-
tre’s stand in two weeks 
and posted the PIL for 
hearing on February 5.

Travel by Indian Railway to get costlier
Indian railway, which is 

considered as India’s back-
bone does not seem to see 
better days in the near fu-
ture. The fare review com-
mittee of Indian Railway 
this week has made recom-
mendations to the Railway 
Board.

Choosing lower berth by 

railway passengers may 
have to shell out more if 
the recommendations of a 
fare review committee are 
approved by the Railway 
Board. Travelling during 
festive season and travel-
ling in overnight train may 
get costlier too. 

The panel has suggest-

ed that railway adopt the 
dynamic pricing mod-
el followed by airlines 
and hotels. The panel 
has been constituted to 
review the flexi-fare sys-
tem in premium trains. 
fares of trains which have 
“convenient” timings and 
are more popular on a 

particular route could also 
increase. It has also sug-
gested that train reaching 
destinations between 12 
a.m. and 3 a.m. and be-
tween 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. af-
ter noon, provide discount 
to passengers.

The committee consists 
of NITI Aayog adviser 

Ravinder Goyal, professor 
S Sriram, and Iti Mani, 
Director, Revenue, Le Me-
ridien, Delhi, executive 
director (revenue manage-
ment) of Air India Meenak-
shi Malik and some 
Railway Board officials. 
The committee has drawn 
opposition from certain 

sections after it has pro-
posed these changes in the 
flexi-fare system which led 
to up to 50 per cent increase 
in fares of premium trains. 
Under the flexi formula, 
base fares increase by 10 
per cent (up to 50 per cent) 
after every 10 per cent of 
berths booked.

Modi-Netanyahu held talk to 
bolster defence cooperation
On Monday Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
held “wide ranging and 
intensive” discussion in 
order to boost coopera-
tion in key areas such as 

defence and counter-ter-
rorism.

A joint statement issued 
after the Modi-Netanya-
hu meeting stated that the 
two leaders acknowledged 
the serious threat that ter-
rorism tenders to peace 
and security and restated 
that there can be no vali-
dation for acts of terror on 
any ground. The statement 
also stated advocating 
strong measures against 
terror organisations, ter-
rorist and its sponsors.

The next meeting of the 
Joint Working Groups on 

Homeland and Public Se-
curity will be held in Feb-
ruary 2018 as per the joint 
statement put up by PM 
Modi and PM Netanyahu. 
They reiterated the im-
portance of building com-
plete cooperation regard-
ing threats in cyber-space 
too.

The Israeli premier em-
phasised on cooperation 
in the field of defence so 
as to keep citizens of both 
the country safe and also 
remembered the horrific 
savagery in 26/11 Mum-
bai terror attack.

PM Modi at a joint press 
event with Mr Netanyahu, 
invited Israeli defence 
companies to “make more 
in India” by being part of 
joint ventures with do-
mestic companies and 
take gain of the “liber-
alised FDI regime”.

However, there was no 

clarity on the much-antic-
ipated multi-million Israe-
li Spike anti-tank missile 
deal. Secretary (econom-
ic relation) in Ministry 
of External Affairs, Vijay 
Gokhale said when asked 
about the much-anticipat-
ed Spike deal that liberty 
to go into details is with-

held on discussions con-
cerned with individual 
defence procurement and 
that the relevant matters 
are discussed by officials. 

In November last year, 
the defence ministry had 
agreed upon retracting the 
process to acquire a batch 
of Spike missiles from 
Israeli firm Rafael Ad-
vanced Defence Systems. 
Now, it is being known 
that the government is 
taking into account to buy 
the missiles through gov-
ernment-to-government 
route.

Himangshu Das

Top Universities in India to offer 3-year 
degree program through online means

Ministry for Human 
Resource Development 
this week announced 
that universities with 
National Assessment and 
Accreditation Council 
(NAAC) score of A+ and 
A++ will be allowed to 
offer three-year degree 
programmes through 
open and distance learn-
ing (ODL) mode. These 
degrees will be treated at 
par with regular courses. 
This decision came on 
Tuesday after the Cen-
tral Advisory board of 
Education held its 65th 
meeting on higher edu-
cation. 

the rules and guidelines 
for the same would be no-
tified by February 2018, 
said Prakash Javadekar, 
Minister for Human Re-
source Development. 

Nearly 15% insti-
tutions in the country 
scores A+ and A++ in 
the NAAC rating and 
will be able to offer 
three-year degree pro-
grammes through on-
line mode. Institutions 

with poor NAAC rating 
that offers online cours-
es have to discontinue 
their programs if ratings 
donot improve within a 
two years period. 

The Gross Enrolment 
Ratio (GER) in higher 
education at present is 
at 25.2%. The meeting 
also drafted guidelines 
for making efforts to 
increase the Gross En-
rolment Ratio (GER) to 
30% by the end of 2022.

Mr Javadekar said 
that certain norms will 
be universally applica-
ble to all the institutions 
but are free to set their 
own curriculum. Insti-
tutions are also given 
the freedom on setting 
their question papers be 
it subjective questions 
or multiple choice ques-
tions (MCQ).

Besides this, CABE 
resolved to take positive 
action in solving state 
disparities and bring all 
stakeholders together in 
order to improve higher 
education in the country.

Former MP Raghunath Jha 
Passes at the age of 78

Raghunath Jha, former 
Union Minister passed 
away on January 15 at the 
Ram Manohar Lohia Hos-
pital in the early hours.

78 years old Mr Jha, was 
admitted to the Intensive 
Care Unit of the hospital 
on January 13. According 
to the hospital authorities, 
Mr Jha was admitted in a 
serious critical condition 
and died two day later per-
taining to various health 
complications, includ-
ing a septic shock and a 
multi-organ failure.

RML Hospital medical 
superintendent Dr V K 
Tiwari said the media that 
Mr Jha was also suffering 
from various critical ill-
nesses like hypertension, 

diabetes, chronic hepatitis 
and was on a maintenance 
haemodialysis due to his 
chronic kidney disease. 
He further added that the 
former Union Minister 
succumbed to his illness at 
3:10 am early morning.

Raghunath Jha, Born 
on August 9, 1939 was a 
member of the 14th Lok 
Sabha representing the 
Bettiah constituency of 
Bihar and was a member 
of the Rashtriya Janata 
Dal (RJD) before quiting 
the political party in order 
to join Samajwadi Party 
(SP). He was Union min-
ister of State for Heavy 
Industries and Public En-
terprise in the Manmohan 
Singh government.
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Pongal comes along to bring joy in Tamil Nadu
As the festival of Pongal 

is being celebrated across 
the state of Tamil Nadu, 
Avaniyapuram in Madurai 
district began its famous 
heritage sport, Jallikattu 
on Sunday with hundreds 
of tamers flocking from 
across the state as they 
enjoyed taking part in the 
festival.

The first batch of 50 
tamers jumped into the 
running arena as the event 
began at 8 am, trying to 
tame the bull.

The event is celebrat-
ed on Mattu Pongal, the 
third day of the Pongal. 
Jallikattu involves taming 
a bull that is released into 
a crowd of participants 
where they try to suc-
cessfully tame the bull by 
holding onto its humps or 

horns. Unsuccessful at-
tempt results in declaration 
of the bull’s owner as the 
winner. 

The prize ranged from a 
small steel vessel to a bike 
depending on the health 
and age of the bull.

Taming skills were 
judged based on how they 
perform on the ground 
and each batch of tamers 

was given 90 minutes. 
Catching the bull by its tail 
or any other part beside 
humps or horns were dis-

qualified right away. 
Due to its controversial 

past where the sport came 
under fire from animal 
rights organisation, the 
Jallikattu committee along 
with the district adminis-
tration were careful about 
the bull’s safety.

Tamers were made to 
take breath analyser test 
and veterinary took sali-
va test of the participating 
bulls to avoid any presence 
of alcohol on both. Best 
bull and best tamer for this 
season of Jallikattu will be 
announced by the district 
administration at the end 
of the day.

The Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu along with 
Deputy Chief Minister will 
visit Alanganallur Jallikat-
tu event on January 16.

“West Bengal is Becoming Best 
Bengal” says Mukesh Ambani

Mukesh Ambani , 
Chairman of Reliance In-
dia Limited (RIL) today 
announced investments of 
Rs. 5,000 crore in expand-
ing telecom and petro-retail 
businesses in West Bengal 
and discussed possibility 
of setting up a manufac-
turing facility for mobile 
phones and set-top boxes. 
India’s richest man praised 
Chief Minister Mama-
ta Banerjee’s  leadership 
quoting  “West Ben-
gal is becoming Best 
Bengal!” while speak-
ing at the Bengal Glob-
al Business Summit 
Mr. Ambani said his com-
pany Reliance Industries 
Ltd (RIL) had until invest-
ed Rs. 15,000 crore adding 
that RIL has emerged as 
one of the largest investors 
in Bengal. Reliance Jio, 
the fourth-generation high-
speed mobile and internet 
network of the telecom 

arm of RIL, is the highest 
invested project.

The public Wi-Fi Expe-
rience Zone in Park Street, 
Jio has enmassed over 1.2 
crore customers in the state 
since it was started in 2015, 
as stated by Mr. Ambani. 
He said the digital econo-
my will bring prosperity at 
more than double the speed 
of the traditional economy. 
He further added that 
while Jio will reach 100 

per cent of state population 
before the end of 2018, 
RIL is embarking on an 
ambitious project using 
Optic Fibre to connect 
West Bengal.

Reliance is also under-
taking its ambitious proj-
ect of setting up Digital 
Service Centres across 
India to bring Government 
to Citizen (G2C) services 
within easy reach of every 
citizen, especially in the 

rural areas.
Mr Ambani praised Ben-

gal’s fast growing econo-
my in the recent time and 
said Bengal today means 
business while also com-
plimenting the state’s posi-
tive mind-set 

 West Bengal is current-
ly the fourth largest state 
economy in India, grow-
ing at 15.64 per cent, much 
higher than the national 
average.

CBI files chargesheets against Vyapam scam accused
On Tuesday CBI filed 

a chargesheet against 
95 people in a case per-
taining to Vyapam scam 
which includes four 
Vyapam officials, 83 can-
didates and eight middle-
men.  

CBI spokesperson 
Abhishek Dayal said to 
the media that the com-
puter of the then prin-
cipal system analyst of 
Vyapam contained cer-
tain files which directed 
that marks of certain can-
didates were allegedly 
increased to enable them 
to qualify the test and the 
actual marks were delet-
ed. Verification was done 
by comparing the OMR 
sheets of 84 candidates 

with the final result, 
which led to the confir-
mation of the accusation. 
He further added that 
one of the candidates is 
absconding and a search 
to find has begun.

The CBI has found a 
private file in the hard 
disk of then principal 
system analyst with de-
tails of the candidates 
and people who have rec-
ommended their names. 
Allegedly the then prin-
cipal system analyst of 
vyapam was given de-
tails of candidates by the 
accused public servants. 
The official created an-
other database of the fa-
voured candidates prior 
to the declaration of the 

result as per the CBI.
 Mr Dayal said no 

vhange in the OMR sheet 
could be made because 
of which it has been 
found that the accused 
candidates scored less 
marks than actual marks.

Vyapam scam involves 
alleged irregularities in 
contractual teachers’ re-
cruitment through Mad-
hya Pradesh Professional 
Examination Board also 
known as Vyapam in 
2011.

Black Day for Judiciary as Judges vs. cJI continues

On January 12, four 
senior most judges of the 
Supreme Court, Justices 
Chelameswar, Ranjan 
Gogoi, Kurian Joseph and 
Madan B Lokur at a press 
conference at Justice J 
Chelameswar’s house ac-
cused Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra of breaching rules 
while assigning cases to 
appropriate benches. The 
Delhi Bar Association 

on January 14 called the 
unprecedented event a 
“black day” for the judi-
ciary. 

This incident is consid-
ered first of its kind and 
hence a black day for the 
judiciary. The Delhi Bar 
Association said that the 
Chief Justice of India 
should have looked into 
the matter beforehand 
and should have called a 

meeting to handle things.
The association is fur-

ther considering holding 
a discussion with bar 
associations across the 
country if the matter is 
not resolved soon and if 
needed, would also take 
the street to make the 
public aware.

Four former judg-
es wrote an open letter 
to CJI in support of the 

four dissenting Supreme 
Court judges. The open 
letter stated that, though 
the Chief Justice of India 
is the master of roster and 
can designate benches 
for allocation of work, it 
cannot be done in an arbi-
trary manner.

The four dissenting Su-
preme Court judges also 
released a letter that was 
written to the CJI few 
months ago. The letter 
said that there have been 
instances where cases 
having “far reaching con-
sequences for the nation” 
and the institution have 
been assigned by the 
chief justices of this court 
“selectively to the bench-
es ‘of their preference’ 
without any rational ba-
sis” for such assignment.

Modernisation of Assault 
rifles for the Army approved

On Tuesday, the fast-
track procurement (FTP) 
of 72,400 assault rifles 
and 93,895 carbines for 
Rs 3,547 crore was being 
cleared by the defence ac-
quisitions council (DAC), 
chaired by Nirmala Sitha-
raman. 

This came as a ray 
hope for the infantry sol-
diers of the Indian Army 
after thirteen years since 
procurement of new-gen-
eration assault rifles and 
close-quarter battle car-
bines was been asked. 

The new advanced car-
bines will be given to the 
army infantry deployed 
at Pakistan and China 
border.

In order to encourage 
the participation of the 
private sector in design 
and production of weapon 
systems, guidelines have 
been simplified by the 
DAC. These have been 
done in line with ‘Make 
In India” so as to boost 

the floundering domestic 
defence-industrial base.

According to a report, 
in the last three years no 
major “Make in India” de-
fence project has actually 
kicked off, with at least 
six mega projects worth 
over Rs 3.5 lakh crore 
stuck at different stages 
without the actual con-
tracts being inked.

The overall requirement 
for the 12-lakh strong 
Army is 7.68 lakh as-
sault rifles and 3.76 lakh 
CQB carbines. The FTPs 

of infantry weapons are 
not expected to meet the 
requirement, so the short-
falls will be met through 
“Make in India” pro-
grammes for the assault 
rifles.  This will replace 
the anomalistic existing 
5.56mm INSAS (Indian 
small arms system) rifles 
and the 5.56x45mm CQB 
carbines to replace the 
out-dated 9mm sub-ma-
chine carbines.

Judge Loya’s son says: No 
suspicion over death of 

my father, do not harass
After a spate of spec-

ulations surrounding 
the death of Judge BH 
Loya, his son Anuj to-
day in a press confer-
ence put a rest to the 
opinions and said that 
there was no suspicion 
over his father’s death.

At the press confer-
ence, Anuj Loya said 
that the recent chain 
of events has caused 
distress to the family. 
He also asked his fam-
ily to be left alone and 
said they are convinced 
at the deceased judge’s 
natural death and fur-

ther added that they are 
past the rumours as they 
are clear now. 

Lawyer Ameet Naik, 
a close friend of the 
family, who accompa-
nied Anuj said that there 
was no controversy sur-
rounding the judge’s 
death. He further re-
quested media persons 
not to politicise such a 
tragic event and to keep 
it non-controversial.

Allegations were 
made that Judge BH 
Loya died under myste-
rious circumstances on 
December 1, 2014.

“I don’t ride scooter 
anymore”: Goa CM 

Manohar Parrikar
Goa Chief Minister 

Manohar Parrikar has of-
ten been projected by the 
media reports as a simple 
politician who likes to 
move around on a scoot-
er. Parrikar has for now 
shunned his use of scoot-
er because of his fear for 
an accident.

Parrikar at a gathering 
of Bharaitya Janata Party 
workers in Canacona this 
week said that he don’t 
ride his scooter anymore 
because of his mind be-
ing filled with work-re-
lated thoughts. This dis-
tracted mind does not 
help him in riding any-
more as he fears he could 
meet an accident.

Driving home a point 
on safety at the gather-
ing, Parrikar said that 
he now avoids riding or 
travelling pillion on a 
scooter.

He further assured that 
the state government in 
the process to bring down 
fatalities on the roads of 
Goa would be adopting 
various new measures.

Media reports in the 
past have often cited that 
the Chief Minister in or-
der to purchase things 
from the local market in 
Panaji was still riding a 
scooter.

news Digest

The Rolling Stones singer Mick Jagger is 
having a blast in India. The singing legend 
shared his pictures on social media sites Ins-
tagram and Twitter. Jagger recently posted a 
picture of himself, dressed in a bluish blazer 
along with shirt and pants and the caption of 
which read, “Enjoying the vibrant sights and 
sounds of India!”, referring to Rajasthan.

The Rolling Stones’ legend having a 
blast in India

To make sure that legislators voting in a Ra-
jya Sabha election show their market ballot 
only to an authorised party representative, 
the ECI has recently proposed a restructured 
layout of the polling station which will pro-
vide the legislator a secure corridor between 
showing his ballot to the party representative 
and then putting it in the ballot box.

EC plans to restructure the layout of 
Rajya Sabha pollings

DUSU ‘student charter’ to have 
students’ demands

The Student’s Union of Delhi University, 
stated that the ‘student charter’ will consist 
of a list of demands from the students that 
will be accumulated in the following month 
by conducting ‘sabhas’ in the DU colleges. 
The list will then proceed to the Vice-Chan-
cellor. DUSU further said, the charter will be 
used for formulation of a Students Right Act. 

Subscribe now
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uDAy KOTAK
MD AND vIce chAIRMAN, KOTAK 
MAhINDRA BANK
 Uday Kotak, the 

Managing and Vice 
Chairman of Kotak 
Mahindra Bank is a 
self-made business  
man with a net worth 
of 7.6 billion dol-
lars. In less than two 
decades his efforts 
have made Kotak 
Mahindra Bank, the 

3rd largest private sector bank in India today. He has created 
a brand name in the banking and investment industry along 
with making an enormous fortune. 
Born in 15th March, 1959 in Mumbai, Uday Kotak belonged 
to traditional gujarati cotton traders family who later on ex-
panded into other commoditites. He did his schooling from 
Hindi Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai, where he discovered his talent 
in cricket and Maths. Kotak is a big cricket fan who was also 
his school’s cricket team’s captain. He also played in the local 
Kagna League during his college days. His second talent that 
determined his path in life was his immense sharpness in the 
field of mathematics. He did his graduation from Sydenham 
College and completed his Masters in management studies in 
1982 from Jamnalal Bajaj Institute of Management Studies. 
Uday Kotak married Pallavi Kotak in 1985, who immensely sup-
ported him to start his own venture. They are blessed two children. 
In 1986, The Kotak Mahindra Finace Ltd. Started with its 
bill discounting activity and entered into Lease and Hire pur-
chase market in 1987. In 1998 he launched Kotak Mahindra 
Asset Management Company with which he entered the mu-
tual fund market.
In 2003, he took a bold step and converted Kotak Mahindra 
Finace Ltd into a commercial bank. With this Kotak Mahin-
dra Finance Ltd. Became the first indian company to do so.
Today, Kotak Mahindra Bank’s market capitalization stands 
at about $6 billion which is about 30 times since its inception 
in the public arena. The bank has the second highest price-to-
book ratio amongst major global banks. 
With its tag line “Think Investments, Think Kotak”, it has 
established itself as one of the major investment bank all over 
the world.

cP GuRNANI
Tech MAhINDRA, ceO

CP Gurnani was 
born in Decem-
ber19, 1958 in 
Neemuch, a small 
town in Madhya 
Pradesh.

He is a success-
ful business leader 
with extensive ex-
perience in inter-
national business 
development, in-
vesting in start-ups 

and turnarounds, doing joint ventures and positive mergers 
and acquisitions. CP led Tech Mahindra’s transformation 
journey from the front. He was also responsible for the ac-
quisition and merger of Satyam which is considered to be 
one of the biggest turnarounds of Indian Corporate History. 
His distinctive style of leadership, along with his enthusi-
asm and dynamism blended entrepreneurial style of man-
agement has helped Tech Mahindra emerge as one of the 
most successful story in the field of IT digital solution 
providers of India. In his career of 35+ years, his sharp 
focus on customer experience has helped him in hold-
ing several leading positions with Perot Systems (India) 
Ltd, HCL Corporation Ltd and Hewlett Packard (HP). He 
applies the motto ‘Work hard and play hard’ to all his as-
pects of life and believes in letting ones hard work speak. 

CP Gurnani (known as ‘CP’ within his peer group) has 
done his schooling from Chittorgarh, Kota, and Jaipur in 
Rajasthan. He holds a Btech degree from the National In-
stitute of Technology, Rourkela in chemical engineering. 
He also holds a Doctorate degree by Veer Surendra Sai 
University of Technology. 

Gurnani has also served as Nasscom’s chairman for a 
year from April 2016 to March 2017.

Among the top 100 global CEOs as part of The Wall 
Street Journal CEO Council 2016, he was also one 
among them to present his perspectives on ‘in the future’. 

CP has been chosen as the Ernst and Young ‘Entrepre-
neur of the Year [Manager]’, CNBC Asia’s ‘India Busi-
ness Leader of the Year’ and Dataquest ‘IT person of the 
Year’ - for the year 2013. He is also the winner of the 
‘CEO of the Year’ Award for the year 2014 declared by 
Business Standard.

Approx 90% of workers will see an increase in take home pay because 
of the Tax Cuts Jobs Act : Steven Mnuchin, US Treasury Secretary

Govt has reassessed additional borrowing requirements : 
Subhash C. Garg, Economic Affairs Secretary

Qriyo Infolabs Pvt. Ltd, based in 
Jaipur aims to bring tutors or gurus 
and students together for the purpose 
of learning different courses. It has 
been founded by two alumni of IIT 
Mumbai, Mr. Rishabh Jain, and Mr. 
Mudit Jain in the year 2015. Qriyo 
has more than 300 courses to choose 
from, yoga for general fitness, music, 
dance, martial arts, art and creativity 
being a big part of it. One can also 
get a tutor to learn foreign and Indi-
an languages and can also opt for a 
tutor for personality development. It 
has recently added tutors to provide 
tuition for school subjects and also 
provide guidance for competitive ex-
ams.

The startup earlier connected users 
with freelance fitness instructor ac-
cording to the user’s requirements. 
However it recently established itself 
as a marketplace for home tutors. 
The platform has separate apps for 
tutors and students. The tutors have 

to undergo an evaluation before they 
can join the platform. Qriyo aims in 
providing end –to-end delivery of re-
quirements, tracking and progress of 
all the courses taught by home tutors.

 A learner can book a course on the 
platform via phone or the website. It 
asks users about their requirements 
and locations. As soon as there is a 
request, a matchmaking process be-
gins based on several parameters and 
a list of suitable teachers is gener-
ated. The best teacher from the list 
is then selected. The matchmaking 
is performed by an algorithm. The 
selected teacher is sent for a demo, 
and if the learner likes the demo, the 
course begins; else another teacher is 
sent from the list. 

The start-up has for now connect-
ed 7160 gurus with 5044 tuitions 
amounting to more than 1.2 lac hours 
of service and aims at being at the 
top of its game and double its hour of 
service by the end of this year.

Tutor in A Tap
startup watch Qriyo

Business
AirAsia plans to treble headcount 
by 2020

The government this week reduced the additional bor-
rowing requirement for the present fiscal to Rs 20,000 
crore from the Rs 50,000 crore estimated earlier. The 
lowered borrowing is bound to help contain fiscal defi-
cit within the budget. In the 2017-18 budget, the govt 
predicted borrowings of Rs. 43,000 crore. A decline in 
GST revenue collections and lower non-tax revenue has 
made the govt wary about meeting certain targets.

Govt reduces additional 
borrowings to Rs. 20,000cr

A British delegation consisting of 13 food and bever-
ages companies has planned on a major trade mission 
to India in order to showcase some of Britain’s popular 
exports such as Scotch whisky. The mission has been 
designed to grow and develop the local market’s aware-
ness of British whisky, craft beer, meat, fish, gourmet 
food and drink along with other health food and dairy.

UK delegation to promote Scotch 
whisky in IndiaAirAsia India is planning to triple its head count 

to more than 4,800 by 2020 from its current count of 
1,612 in 2017 as it aims to spread its wings to inter-
national skies along with expanding domestic opera-
tions. Most of the hiring will, however, be made for 
pilots, cabin crew and ground staff, which counts for 
95% of total work force.

It will be completing four years this June.

Buzz

Sensex hits new benchmark as it tops 
34,000 while Nifty hits a fresh high

With the Sensex 
topping 34,000 for 
the first time and the 
Nifty hitting a fresh 
high of 10,515, Stock 
market crossed new 
milestones earlier 
this week.

The 30-share index 
crossed the 34,000-
mark by jumping 
65.07 points, or 
0.19 per cent, to 
34,005.37, while the 
NSE Nifty spurred 
22.10 points, or 0.21 per 
cent, to a new peak of 
10.515.10.

On the back of strong 
buying by domestic in-
stitutional investors, the 
gauge had rallied 184.10 
points in the previous 
session on January 12.

With support from all 
sectorial indices, driv-
en by technology and 

oil and gas, Sensex saw 
gains of up to 0.90 per 
cent.

Stock Analysts said 
domestic institution-
al buying and interest 
among retail investors 
amid robust foreign 
funds inflows helped in 
the optimistic develop-
ment of the investors’ 
choice.

Shares worth a net 
Rs 107.87 crore was 

bought by foreign port-
folio investors (FPIs) 
while domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs) 
also purchased equities 
worth a net Rs 371.53 
crore, as per provisional 
data.

Asian stocks were 
mixed ahead of year-end 
holidays. ONGC, Dr 
Reddy’s and TCS were 
big benefiters with surge 
of 1.86 per cent. 

HDFC to raise 1.75 billion 
dollars from investors

HDFC Ltd (Housing 
Development Finance 
Corp) is planning to raise 
about Rs 11,000 crore 
($1.75 billion) from a 
preferential share sale to 
potential investors. Inves-
tors include affiliates of 
Singapore state investor 
GIC and private equity 
KKR & Co. LP.

According to a stock 
exchange filing earlier 
this week, a committee of 
directors of the mortgage 
lender approved selling 
64.3 million shares at Rs 
1726.05 a piece to the in-
vestors.

Separately, HDFC 
plans to raise upto 18.96 
billion rupees by selling 
shares to institutional 
investors through a so-
called Qualified Institu-
tions Placement.

Last month, the mort-

gage lender said it may 
need capital for health in-
surance and acquisition of 
stressed assets in the real 
estate sector. This helped 
them to secure board ap-
proval to raise as much as 
130 billion rupees. 

HDFC said that the 
preferential share sale 
comprises 3.9 percent of 
the company’s enhanced 
share capital after the is-
sue has been notified. 

HDFC further stated 

that the administrator 
of the pension plan for 
Canada’s Ontario munic-
ipal employees is buy-
ing 10 million sharers 
while GIC affiliate will 
buy about 30.1 million 
shares. The KKR affiliate 
will buy about 9.3 mil-
lion shares.

France’s Carmignac 
Group and India’s Prem-
ji Invest are the other in-
vestors subscribing to the 
preferential sale.

Himangshu Das

Volvo positive on becoming 
leader in e-luxury space

With an ambition of 
having one million elec-
trified cars on road by 
2025 across the globe 
Swedish luxury carmak-

er Volvo expects India to 
also contribute towards 
that target.

Volvo Cars aims to 
launch a range of prod-
ucts in the country, in-
cluding a fully electric 
vehicle next year, as it 
plans to double its mar-
ket share from current 
5% in India by 2020.

Volvo Auto India MD 
Charles Frump stated 
in a recent press media 
that the company’s fo-

cus now is towards di-
versifying their product 
portfolio with various 
options and that Volvo’s 
soon to be released array 

of electrified cars would 
be a game changer for 
the automobile giants. 
The company is plan-
ning to launch cars pro-
pelled by hybrids, plug-
in hybrids and a full 
electric in India after its 
global release by 2019.

The company plans to 
launch a new version of 
its compact luxury SUV 
- XC40 this year as it 
also continues to bring 
in conventional models 

in the Indian market and 
is expected to bring all 
kinds of products like 
SUVs, sedans and lux-
ury hatchbacks to the 

market by 2020.
Volvo Cars regis-

tered record sales and 
a robust 28% growth in 
2017, said Frump. He 
ensured enhanced brand 
engagement and expe-
rience for its custom-
ers and will continue 
to spread its dealership 
network to increase 
reach substantially. The 
automaker currently has 
18 dealerships across 
the country.

Danone to end its dairy business in India
Dairy company Da-

none is shutting down 
their manufacturing unit 
in Haryana.Danone is 
a France multination-
al FMCG corporation 
based in Paris, Danone 
set up its manufactur-
ing unit in 2011 for 
the production of dairy 
products. The move 
comes after it received 
very low response by 
the huge Indian diary 
market thus leading the 
company to loss after its 
limited success in the di-
ary product segment.

The company is plan-
ning to discontinue 
some of the SKU’s (shelf 
keeping units) sold in 
India. Danone exited its 
dairy business in India 
to recast its portfolio to 
maximise growth oppor-
tunities. The company 
will now be focusing on 
investing in sectors that 
are growing rapidly are 
sure to make profit.

 Milk, yogurt, dahi, 
smoothies are some of 
the items that were sold 
by the dairy company.

Along with this, the 

company will also be 
discontinuing the ul-
tra-heat treatment 
procedure, popularly 
known as the ‘TetraPak” 
packaging method. 

While the compa-
ny’s revenue numbers 
for India are not avail-
able, a bulk of its rev-
enue in India comes 
from nutrition based 
products- Protinex, Ap-
tamil, Farex, Dexolac 
and Neocate products- 
which they claim make 
90 percent of their busi-
ness.



The United States 
will resume accept-
ing requests under 
DACA program that 
shields young people 
brought to the country 
illegally from depor-
tation, said the U.S. 
immigration authori-
ties earlier this week. 
This decision came 
about after a court or-
der blocked a govern-
ment decision to end 
the program.

People who, under 
the Deferred Action 
of Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) previously 
received a grant of 
protection may apply 
for a renewal under 
the terms in place as 
stated on the website 
of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. 
The grant was in place un-
til it was rescinded in Sep-
tember.

Decision to end DACA 
came about later on 2017 
and was taken by Presi-
dent Donald Trump. The 
announcement to resume 

the service comes after a 
U.S. judge on Thursday 
temporarily blocked the 
bill passed by the Trump 
government. Congress is 
debating whether or not to 
write new legislation that 
would grant legal status 
to these immigrants that 

were brought to the U.S. 
as children and remain il-
legally.

DACA was enacted to 
keep the undocumented 
immigrants, popularly 
known as dreamers, from 
being deported. The pol-
icy was made by former 

President Barack Obama 
in 2012.

The immigration office 
said that deferments under 
DACA gives prosecutors 
discretion on enforcing 
immigration laws even 
though it do not confer le-
gal residency.
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Due to lack of evidence, no action 
against Hafiz Saeed

Wall Street blessed after President 
Trump’s election

The bronze statue of a bull that stands near the New 
York Stock Exchange generally serves as the symbol of 
Wall Street’s power perhaps this year more than ever.

Reports claim that since President Donald Trump 
took charge a year ago, the principal US stock indexes 
have significantly gained by leaps and bounds, thus, hit-
ting a record string of records. 

South Africa’s Cape Town may run 
out of water

Granting total freedom to the Mumbai terror attacks 
mastermind, Pakistan PM Shahid Khagan Abbasi 
stated that no action is possible against Hafiz Saeed as 
no case has been registered against him. Incidentally, 
earlier Abbasi asked India to prosecute him on an in-
ternational forum if it thinks there was substance in its 
allegations. However, India has claimed several times 
that it had provided enough evidence against Saeed.

Cape Town will run out of water in two months as 
the city experiences its worst drought. ‘Day Zero’, the 
date when taps could run dry, has crept forward to April 
22 as the beautiful city authorities hurry to build de-
salination plants and drill underground boreholes. The 
situation was worsened by people who ignored the rule 
to use no more than 87litres water per person per day.
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Unrest in Gaza Strip as Israeli 
army strikes with aircraft

Clashes between the 
Palestinian and Israe-
li state continue as ac-
cording to the army, Is-
raeli aircraft this week 
attacked a target in the 
southern Gaza Strip and 
also closed the goods 
crossing between the Pal-
estinian enclave and the 
Jewish state.

An army statement 
was released stating that 
Israel “targeted a terror 
infrastructure using fight-
er jets in the southern 
Rafah region, adjacent 
to the Egypt-Gaza Strip 
border,”. The statement 
accused the Hamas terror 
organisation for all the il-
legal activity taking place 
in and from the Gaza 
Strip.

Palestinian security 
sources in Gaza brought 
about a statement stating 
that nobody on the Pales-
tinian side was wounded 
in the Israeli strike.

The Kerem Shalom 

goods crossing between 
Gaza and Israel near Ra-
fah will remain close”un-
til further notice” as stat-
ed by the Israeli defence 
ministry and further add-
ed the defence ministry 
have taken such rare de-
cision following”security 
assessments” along the 
Gaza strip.

There has been a no-
ticeable increase in 
Cross-border violence 
between Israel and Gaza 
since US President Don-
ald Trump’s controversial 
decision to recognise Je-

rusalem as the capital of 
Israel. This recent move 
taken by the US Presi-
dent has done no good 
and further fuelled up the 
everlasting disagreement 
between Israel and Pales-
tine and has angered Pal-
estinians who see the city 
as the capital of their fu-
ture state. Dozens of pro-
jectiles from Gaza have 
since targeted southern 
Israel, and 16 Palestin-
ians were killed by Israeli 
forces, 14 in clashes and 
two in a retaliatory air 
strike on Gaza.

Trumps decision to end 
DACA blocked by the court

Several remains trapped under huge building in Belgium
In the Belgian city of 

Antwerp a massive explo-
sion has caused a building 
to collapse and according 
to the reports dozens of 
people have been injured 
and also leaving many 
trapped in the rubble.

After a residential build-
ing in the Paardenmarkt 
area of the city collapsed, 
up to 20 people are said to 
have been injured, includ-
ing two being seriously 
injured. Antwerp police 
symost of the injuries were 
slight. Authorities have 
rescued seven people from 
under the rubble. Police 
said that there still could be 
casualties beneath the rub-
ble besides the five injuries 

already known.
According to Antwerp 

police spokesman Wout-
er Bruyns, the explosion 
ripped through the homes 
late in the evening. Local 
police has said the explo-
sion is not terror related 
and is believed to have 
been caused by a gas leak.

 A total of three build-
ings were affected, with 
at least one building to-
tally being collapsed by 

what it said was a gas 
explosion and that fire-
fighters were on the scene 
but the instability of the 
rubble was hindering the 
rescue operation. 

So far, at least seven 
people have been pulled 
from the debris, includ-
ing a child, while others 
remain trapped. Rescue 
workers were still going 
through the debris around 
midnight.

Earthquake of magnitude 
7.3 hits coast of Peru

On early morning of 
January 14, a powerful 
earthquake struck off Pe-
ru’s coast, tumbling adobe 
homes across the country 
leaving dozens injured and 
prompting a tsunami alert 
for parts of the country 
and neighbouring Chile.

 The earthquake hit 
at 9.18 a.m. GMT (2.48 
p.m. IST) on January 14 
at a depth of 12.1 km. 
The epicenter was 42 km 
south-southwest of Acari.

The temblor had a pre-
liminary magnitude of 7.3 
richter scale as reported 
by the U.S. Geological 

Survey. According to the 
survey there have been no 
reports of damage.

 A threat message that 
“hazardous tsunami 
waves are forecast for 
some coasts” was first is-
sued by The U.S. Pacific 
Tsunami Warning Cen-
tre indicating that Peru 
and Chile could be hit by 
larger than normal waves. 
But later the center issued 
a massage that the cen-
tre hadn’t observed any 
tsunami waves and that 
there is no longer tsuna-
mi threats originating be-
cause of the earthquake.

UN needs to establish more 
‘balance power’, says UN chief

UN chief Antonio Gu-
terres has called upon 
its members to make 
the United Nation more 
“democratic”. He stated 
establishment of “balance 
of power” in the Secu-
rity Council in order to 
achieve such result.

At a ceremony held this 
week which saw Egypt 
taking over the chairman-
ship of the G77 and Chi-
na from Ecuador, the UN 
Secretary-General called 
for a more democratic UN 
and spoke of division of 
power in a more balanced 

way. He suggested on 
more effective diversity 
in the regional representa-
tion at all its bodies.

The UN chief stated 
that in order to make the 
world body become more 
democratic, its center lies 
in the reform of the Se-
curity Council and in the 
revitalisation of the Gen-
eral Assembly. He further 
stated at being strongly 
committed at the Secretar-
iat level and that is one of 
the reasons of the manage-
ment reform that the body 
have proposed. The body 
has proposed to make sure 
that at the level of the Sec-

retariat, increased diversi-
ty and balance of power is 
established. 

He said Group of 77 has 
a very important role to 
play and expressed hope 
that the Group of 77 will 
be attentive to the need to 
make sure that any reform 
gives an effective contri-
bution to a more balanced 
and democratic UN where 
justice can prevail easily 
and power is equally dis-
tributed.

The dynamic Portu-
guese leader and diplomat 
Antonio Guterres is the 
ninth Secretary-General 
of the United Nation.

Israeli Prime Minister visits 
india after a gap of 25 years

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu ar-
rived in India on January 
14 for a 6-day visit. He 
came with a 130-member 
Israeli delegation com-
prising of individuals rep-
resenting defence, cyber 
and agricultural sector.

The Israeli delegation 
was personally received 
by Modi at the Delhi air-
port. Army Chief General 
Bipin Rawat and Foreign 
Secretary S Jaishankar 
received both Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu and Modi 
at the Teen Murti Chowk.

The iconic Teen Murti 
Chowk has now been re-
named as Teen Murti Hai-
fa Chowk after the Israeli 

City Haifa to commemo-
rate the sacrifices made by 
Indian war heroes of WWI 
at the Battle of Haifa.

The Israeli Prime 
Minister says that Tel 
Aviv will aim at boost-
ing diplomatic ties with 
New Delhi. Benjamin 
Netanyahu is the second 
Prime Minister to visit 
India from his country 
after Ariel Sharon wqho 
visited the country 25 
years ago.

This visit by the Israeli 
Prime Minister came af-
ter Modi’s visit to Israel 
at the first half of 2017. 
Modi is the first sitting 
Indian Prime Minister to 
ever visit Israel. 

Benjamin Netanyahu 
will also be visiting the 
financial capital, Mumbai 
and India’s Prime Min-
ister Modi’s home-state 
Gujarat. The Israeli leader 
will visit Centre of Excel-
lence in Agriculture situ-
ated at Vadrad in Gujarat, 
accompanied by dozens 

of Israeli businessmen 
and an interactive session 
will take place with busi-
ness leaders in Mumbai.

Netanyahu and Modi 
are expected to hold dis-
cussions on variety of 
subjects related to bilater-
al relations and the global 
situation.

Iraq PM hopeful 
of election win as 

he sets to lead a 
diverse coalition

As Iraq is all set to 
hold its national election 
proposed for May, the 
current Prime Minister 
of Iraq, Haider al-Abadi 
is hoping to build on last 
year’s victory against the 
Islamic State group. The 
Prime Minister is all set 
to lead a “cross-sectari-
an” list in national elec-
tion.

In a statement issued, 
Haider al-Abadi said that 
he is positive with his 
party Victory Alliance’s 
win and that it will boost 
the country’s national 
sovereignty and integ-
rity, correct mistakes 
and achieve justice and 
equality for all Iraqis.” 

He further added that 
“miracle of victory and 
unity must lead to a new 
and brighter era.”

Hailing from Iraq’s 
Shiite majority, Al-Aba-
di assumed Prime Min-
ister’s office in 2014, 
weeks after IS stormed 
across northern and cen-
tral Iraq. Since then, 
Iraqi forces backed by a 
U.S.-led coalition have 
been successful gradual-
ly retaken all the territo-
ry once held by the Sunni 
extremists.

Iraq awaits final par-
liamentary approval af-
ter the country’s central 
Cabinet proposed elec-
tions for May 12.

President advisor 
Steve Bannon 

called to testify
Former top adviser to 

US President Donald 
Trump, Steve Bannon has 
been called to testify be-
fore a grand jury as part of 
a special counsel’s probe 
into alleged Russian med-
dling In the 2016 presi-
dential election.

According to a report 
by a person with direct 
knowledge of the matter 
cited to The New York 
Times, it marked the first 
time Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller has used 
such a move against a 
member of Mr. Trump’s 
inner circle.

After Mr. Trump over 
comments he made to au-
thor Michael Wolff for the 
book Fire and Fury: Inside 
the Trump White House, 
Mr. Bannon recently had 
a very public falling out 
with Mr. Trump. 

Quotes by that book, a 
pre-election meeting in-
volving Mr Trump’s el-
dest son Donald Jr and a 
Kremlin-linked Russian 
lawyer was “treasonous,” 
as said Mr. Bannon

During Mr. Trump’s 
first year Mr. Bannon al-
lowed Wolff, who painted 
a picture of an erratic and 
poorly informed presi-
dent, substantial access to 
the White House.

Mr. Bannon, 64, have 
been left into isolation in 
conservative circles after 
he was ordered to quit his 
job of advising Mr. Trump 
in august.

Last week he was 
forced to step down from 
Breitbart News, which 
he had helped make a 
powerful conservative 
force, and he lost the 
support of the Mercer 
family, wealthy conser-
vative powerbrokers.
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Never before did slow motion fist fight look more intriguing until Anurag Kashyap came up with this new 
project. Not fearing the current standards of crime, punishment, threats of all kinds, a ban on your film, 
being called anti-nationalist, Anurag dared to make this film and risks have harvested good rewards as the 
film is being currently appreciated throughout the nation. 
The movie tells the story of shravan singh (vineet) who happens to be a boxer with small means and small 
dreams. It also includes a love story between the hero and a girl who can’t speak. 
The only problem with the movie is that it is 20-25 minutes too stretched. The acting is above par along 
with the direction. 

TV actress Shilpa Shinde 
beats Hina Khan to win 
Big Boss 11

‘Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai’ actor Shilpa Shinde was declared the win-
ner of Big Boss season 11 overcoming Hina Khan to get hold of 
the prize money of Rs. 44 lakh. The 40-year-old actress ruled 
the hearts of many with her real, caring and most important-
ly entertaining display on the show. She termed the show as 
an unbelievable journey as she had to go through a lot before 
eventually being crowned the winner.

Some facts about Shilpa Shinde while she 
was still on the show:

‘We love Shilpa Shinde’ along with ‘Shilpa winning hearts’ ruled 
the social media breaking several records, thus, making her the first 
contestant to have a worldwide reach on Twitter.

Shilpa’s reason for quitting ‘Bhabi ji Ghar Par Hai’ –head of TV 
‘Vikas Gupta’ entered the house and as expected their fights made the 
headlines for few weeks. Sometimes it went out of hand to 

such an extent that Bollywood su- perstar-host Salman 
Khan had to intervene. However, ev- erything took a turn 
after the immunity task in which Mr. Gupta sacrificed 
his favorite jacket to save Shilpa from elimination.

In 2004, Shilpa was cast as the parallel lead n the DD National’s popular 
show –Meher Kahani Haq aur Haqeeqat. Following her fame, she soon got 
the opportunity to work in Star Plus show ‘Hatim’. Her breakthrough role 

was in Chidiya Ghar. More shows followed, thereafter.

Shilpa was engaged to TV actor Romit Raj and their wedding cards were 
ready too. But somehow for some unknown reasons it was called off at the 
last moment.

Shilpa was very close to her deceased father. She regrets not telling him 
that she has not been able to complete her graduation yet.
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Won’t go anywhere without making 
a film with SRK: Anurag Kashyap

Filmmaker Anurag Kashyap is 
determined to work with Bol-
lywood Badshah Shah Rukh 

Khan. However, they could have 
been as many as two collaborations 
between the two but somehow things 
didn’t turn up well in the past. Shah 
Rukh, who happens to be Anurag’s se-
nior during University days, was about 
to play the lead roles in ‘No Smoking’ 
and ‘Allwyn Kalicharan’ but fate had 
other plans.
In a recent interview, the ‘Gangs of 
Wasseypur’ and ‘Queen’ director said: 
“I will not go anywhere without making 
a film with Superstar Shah Rukh Khan. 
I will soon write a film that will lure 
him and he would be attracted to it.”
He further added about the 52-year-old 
actor: “When Shah Rukh loves you, 

he approaches things such as, during 
my struggling years, he told me, 'in 
case you do what I tell you to do, your 
problems will soon disappear’. But 
unfortunately for me, I didn't want 
him to make my life. However, he is 
the only guy I can never speak up to. 
While I can fight with the world, I can-
not do the same with him. If he scolds 
me anyday, I will sit in a corner and 
cry. He is someone I have this love for. 
I love him to death.”
Anurag Kashyap’s recent release 
Mukkabaaz has received great re-
views from critics as well as the audi-
ence. Some critics have written it to be 
Anurag’s one of the best movies ever 
directed. Shah Rukh is currently busy 
with his Aanand L Rai-directed movie 
‘Zero’.

Movie Review: 
   ‘Mukkabaaz’
Cast:  Vineet Singh, Zoya 

Hussain, Jimmy 
Shergill, Ravi Kishan

Director: Anurag Kashyap

Ratings/Stars:

5 Guests who shOulD NOT 
be Present at your Wedding

It’s time to print the invitation cards for your nuptial ceremony and you need to 
make a list of your guests. You may be thinking ‘the more the merrier’ until you 
get the bill. While some guests make the list automatically for being a part of your 
family, some are simply harder to reject than to include like your boss from work. 
Unwanted guests don’t think twice before ruining your big day, so even though it’s 
hard to believe you need to strike their name off your invitation list:

uncontrollable friends: 
That one or two friend of yours who starts 
with one drink but eventually ends up getting 
drunk need not be invited. While you expect 
everyone to enjoy at their wedding day, your 
friend takes the ‘enjoyment’ to another level 
where it’s more called embarrassment. Think 
twice before inviting such a person.

Returning the favor: It’s 
in our culture to invite an old friend for your 
wedding, a friend with whom you are no more 
in good terms, just because they invited you 
to theirs. As you haven’t talked with them for 
years, continue the same way till your wed-
ding date. Hard to believe, but they too care 
less. Move on!

Bitchy colleagues: If you are 
not catching up with your colleague outside 
work then don’t include the name on the invi-
tation list. In case your colleague possesses a 
bitchy nature, then it should not be very hard 
for you to make the decision. They look better 
within your office premises, keep it that way.

The ones with a plus-one: 
The pissing moment comes when your friend 
introduces you to his/her friend at your wedding. 
Did I anywhere mention to bring an unknown 
company? It’s not only your wedding, they tend 
to come with a ‘plus-one’ at every other occa-
sion. Strike off such a friend who only helps to 
escalate your budget.

your tipsy uncle:  We all have 
that one uncle who is more drunk than sober 
during the day. But you might be thinking how 
not to invite a person who is family. To handle 
your uncle smartly, you can assign him one 
important to-do-list on your wedding day. Pray 
for any mishappenings, though.

Keep the ‘strike-off’ names in mind and prepare the invitee list double quick for 
there are many more other things to accomplish. Wedding Bells to ring soon.

What if your vPN is not working?
It sounds creepy to know 
that internet users are 
being spurred to 
check out 
applianc-
es which 
can help 
t h e m 
hide their 
browsing his-
tory and other car-
dinal data from being 
hacked by the internet 
service providers who 
eventually sell it to its 
highest bidders.
While masses are turn-
ing their heads to Virtual 
Private Networks (VPNs) 
for protecting their pri-

vacy and maintaining 
their security, it is still 
unclear if the VPNs pro-
vide the necessary pro-
tection as it promises. 
A recent study reveals 
that in as many as 34 

countries, a quarter of 
the population uses 

VPN. Another 
study two 

m o n t h s 
ago stat-
ed that 
more than 

a third cit-
ed cyberse-

curity protection 
while using Wi-Fi as the 
major reason for using 
VPN. Around a quarter 
of them uses in order 
to deny their Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) 
from going through their 
browsing history, and 
the remaining 15 per 

cent use VPN to protect 
themselves against gov-
ernment surveillance. 
ExpressVPN has released 
a suite of tools (available 
under the MIT License) 
that would assist the us-
ers to check if their VPN 
app is indeed safe as they 

thought. Formulated in 
such a way that it would 
work with any VPN ser-
vice, this move is hubbed 
keeping in mind the diffi-
culty the users are facing 
to assess the VPN ser-
vices to deny any sort of 
theft.

The initiated tools cover a wide range of potential threats 
often encountered by users. It also prevents:

leakage of encrypted data in case the 
vPN software crashes or is not able to 

reach its server.

From having their browsing history 
or data exposed at times when the user 
decides to change network connections.

sharing your IP address which a 
third party can use for linking personal 

identities.
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UFC President Dana 
White stated that the or-
ganisation’s lightweight 
title will be put on line in 
the fight between interim 
holder Tony Ferguson 
and Khabib Nurmago-
medov, therefore, casting 
doubts over the future 
reign of current champi-
on Conor McGregor.

Dana White confirmed 
the Ferguson-Nurmago-
medov match which will 
headline UFC 223 at Bar-
clays Centre in Brooklyn 
after two months on April 
7 this year, and also ex-
pressed that Conor Mc-
Gregor is very likely to 
be stripped of his title if 
he refuses to fight any-
time soon.

White noted: “McGre-
gor has said that he is 
still considering about a 
comeback in September. 
Thus, if he comes back 

in September, which is 
almost two years, we 
cannot let it happen. It’s 
unfair to everybody else.”

“I love and respect 
Conor. I love everything 
he has done for the com-
pany, and I think every-
body knows that as I keep 
on saying it all the time 
but unfortunately, the belt 
has to move on.”

McGregor was 
crowned the UFC light-
weight champion, and 
thereafter, the organisa-
tion’s first two-weight 
title holder when he 
knocked off Eddie Alva-
rez in November 2016, 
interestingly, he has nev-
er defended the title. His 
only fight was back in 
2017 when he took on the 
undefeated Floyd May-
weather in a lucrative 
boxing bout. He, eventu-
ally, lost the match.

Double nomination for comeback king Roger 
Federer for 2018 Laureus World Sports Awards

Tennis legend Roger 
Federer was a part of a 
double nomination as an 
impressive collection of 
the greatest men, women, 
and teams in sport were 
selected this week for 
the 2018 Laureus World 
Sports Awards which is to 
be held on February 27.

The nominations of 
the Awards, commonly 
regarded as the Oscar of 
sports, were finalised af-
ter a ballot by the world’s 
sports media.

The impressive return 
to form after a knee inju-
ry by the Swiss saw him 
win his fifth Australian 
Open and eighth Wim-
bledon titles, which has 
helped him earn nomina-
tion in both the Laureus 

World Sportsman of the 
Year and Laureus World 
Comeback of the Year 
sections.

Significantly, Federer 
is also a current four-time 
Award winner and could 
become the most decorat-
ed Laureus Award winner 
at the 2018 ceremony to 
be held in Monaco.

The football world 
also featured its name 
heavily in different cat-
egories, with Portugal 
international Cristiano 
Ronaldo up for Laureus 
World Sportsman of the 
Year while Real Madrid 
is nominated for Laureus 
World Team of the Year. 
France Youngster Kylian 
Mbappé is in contention 
for Laureus World Break-

through of the Year and 
lastly, Spanish giants FC 
Barcelona and Chapeco-
ense have been nominat-
ed for the Laureus World 
Comeback of the Year 
Award.

Interestingly, a group of 
the greatest para-athletes 
of previous year makes 
up the incredible team of 
nominees for the Laureus 
World Sportsperson of 
the Year with a Disability 

category.
The winners of the 

Awards, as voted for by 
members of the Laureus 
World Sports Academy, 
will be announced in Mo-
naco on February 27.

South Africa beats India by 135 runs, takes 
unassailable lead in the three match series

India unexpectedly suf-
fered yet another series 
defeat in South Africa as 
they surrendered to a pow-
erful bowling lineup in the 
second Test at SuperSports 
Park, Centurion to give 
the hosts an unassailable 
lead of 2-0 in the three 
Test match series. India 
was scrambled out by 135 
runs. Starting the day on 
35 with the loss of 3 wick-
ets including Captain Virat 
Kohli and still needing 
252 more runs for victory, 
India was made to give up 
as the scoreboard read 151 
all out in the second in-
nings with debutant Lungi 
Ngidi taking 6 for 39.

A win for India was 

quite unlikely even before 
the start of play on the last 
day of the match but a bet-
ter resistance would have 
entertained the crowd and 
frustrated the host, but the 
Indian team failed to even 
play out the first session of 
the day in spite of having 
seven wickets in hand at 
the start of day five.

A holding innings was 
expected from Pujara 
but fell prey to a run-out 
which makes him the first 
Indian to be run-out on 
both the innings. With In-
dia depending on him, Pu-
jara walked back facing 47 
deliveries for his 19 runs.

Hardik Pandya, who 
made a game-changing in-

nings of 93 runs in the first 
Test, raised high hopes 
for the second match as 
well. Being a risk-taker, he 
looks good when it pays 
off, but in case it doesn’t, it 
can make you look uglier. 
With India tottering at 83 
for 5 wickets, Pandya went 
for the fashionable ramp 
shot off debutant Ngidi. 
He chased down a wide 
delivery only to get an 
edge and Quinton de Kock 
did the rest. After that, it 
was only a matter of time 
before South Africa wins 
the series. Ngidi started his 
senior career in the best 
possible way, scalping 
seven important wickets in 
the match.

Indian Captain Virat Kohli 
fined 25 per cent match fee for 

breaching ICC Code of Conduct

Indian Cricket team 
Captain Virat Kohli has 
been fined 25% of his 
match fee after he was 
held guilty of breaching 
Level 1 of the ICC Code 
of Conduct during the 
second Test match against 
South Africa at Centurion 
last week. The incident 
happened on the third day 
of the match where the 
Indian captain was also 
forced one demerit point 
for the offence.

The released state-
ment revealed: “Virat 
Kohli was found guilty of 
breaching Article 2.1.1 of 
the ICC Code of Conduct 
for Players and Player 
Support Personnel. The 
same relates to conduct 
that is contrary to the 
spirit of the game.”

The incident which 
led to the India Captain’s 
breach happened in the 
25th over of South Afri-
ca’s second innings after 
rain had delayed the day’s 
play for some time but 
the wet outfield remained 
a cause of concern for 
the Indians. Kohli com-
plained repeatedly to 
umpire Michael Gough 
about the ball being af-
fected by a damp outfield 
after the rain delay, fol-
lowing which he threw 
the ball into the ground 
in an aggressive manner 
showing his disappoint-
ment.

The statement further 
added: “After the third 
day of the second Test, 
Kohli pleaded guilty to 
his offence and accept-

ed the sanction proposed 
by Chris Broad of the 
Emirates Elite Panel of 
ICC Match Referees and, 
therefore, there occurs no 
need for a formal hear-
ing.”

The charge was cumu-
latively operated by both 
on-field umpires Michael 
Gough and Paul Reiffel 
along with third umpire 
Richard Kettleborough 
and fourth umpire Alla-
hudien Palekar.

Meanwhile, this is not 
the first time that the In-
dian Captain has been 
held guilty of breaching. 
During Asia Cup, a few 
years ago, Kohli was 
fined 30% of his match-
fee after showing dissent 
to the on-field umpire for 
declaring him out.

Dinesh Karthik gets 
a Test match call 
after 8 long years

The Board of Control 
for Cricket in India’s 
Senior Selection Com-
mittee has recently an-
nounced that 32-year-old 
wicket-keeper batsman 
Dinesh Karthik to be 
the replacement for in-
jured Wriddhiman Saha 
for the third and final 
Test against South Afri-
ca at Wanderers. Dinesh 
Karthik will fly down to 
Down Under and join the 
rest of the Indian squad 
just before the third Test, 
the cricket board o f In-
dia disclosed in its recent 
statement. 

Interestingly, after 
making his debut in Test 
Cricket in 2004, this will 
be the first time in almost 
eight years that the Tam-
il Nadu will get to make 
his return to the Test 
side. He represented the 
Indian team for the last 
time against Bangladesh 

which was eight years 
ago.

Unfortunately, the In-
dian team’s number one 
choice Wriddhiman Saha 
suffered an upper left 
hamstring tendon injury 
during training period 
just before the second test 
which resulted in Cap-
tain Virat Kohli resting 
him for the second Test 
as giving a chance to 
Parthiv Patel in the side 
for the pressure match at 
Centurion. 

Saha was outstanding 
with his gloves in the first 
Test against South Africa 
at Capetown as he over-
took MS Dhoni’s record 
of most dismissals by an 
Indian wicketkeeper in 
the 5-day format compet-
ing as many as 10 catches 
in the match. But he was 
disappointing with the 
bat as he could score only 
8 runs in both the innings.

India to take on Afghanistan in 
historic Test match in June

India is all set to host 
Afghanistan's maiden 
Test match from June 14 
to 18 in the M. Chinnas-
wamy Stadium, Bengal-
uru. This comes after the 
BCCI met officials from 
the Afghanistan Crick-
et Board this week as 
Afghanistan has earned 
their Test status along 
with Ireland in June last 
year.
The acting Secretary of 
BCCI Amitabh Choud-
hary stated that Bengal-
uru had came out as the 
best-possible venue for 
the historic upcoming 
match.

He said: "Bengaluru is 
selected because at that 
period of the season, 
there is expected to be 
rains almost everywhere 
and the places which will 
not be raining, will have 
such heat that cricket will 
be practically impossible 
to play during day time. 
Thus, considering every 
factors Bengaluru was 
the finest choice." 
The only one-off Test 
match has been named 
the Indo-Afghanistan 
Friendship Series. The 
match will be played 15 
days after the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) gets 

over in May.  The Indian 
team is scheduled for a 
long tour of England and 
Ireland after the contest 
with Afghanistan.
Their respective boards 
were made full mem-
bers of the International 
Cricket Council in June, 
becoming the sport's 
11th and 12h Test-play-
ing nations.
The Chairman of ACB 
Shukrullah Atif Mashal 
deeply appreciated the 
BCCI for adding an im-
portant and impressive 
layer to the invaluable 
friendship between both 
countries.

Arsene Wenger banned for calling 
referee ‘not honest’ and ‘disgrace’

Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger recently accused 
a referee of being not 
honest and also named 
him a disgrace in a rant 
while they were inside the 
match officials’ changing 
room. This has led to a 
three-match touchline 
ban for one of Premier 
League’s most experi-
enced managers.
Significantly, this week, 
the English Football As-
sociation disclosed the 
written reasons behind 
its decision to ban the 
68-year-old veteran from 
the sidelines for being 
offensive towards refer-
ee Mike Dean after his 
team’s 1-1 draw against 
West Bromwich Albion 
in the League last month.
In the match report hand-
ed over to the FA by Mike 

Dean, he noted “Arsene 
Wenger was pointing 
abusively at me and said 
‘You are not honest’ on 
few occasions.” Dean 
then replied to Wenger 
and said: “You have done 
this many times in the 
past, you are supposed to 
be professional but you 
are a disgrace.”
Long-serving manag-
er Wenger had been in-
censed at Calum Cham-
bers for being penalized 
for a handball and West 
Brom which was convert-
ed with a good strike to 
create the equaliser, that 
too, very late in the game.
The Football Association 
further added: “There 
is no justification for 
Wenger’s behavior and 
therefore, considered a 
stadium ban on Wenger. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
Wenger was fined 
40,000 pounds for 

his miscon-
duct.

Delhi wonderkid Tejaswin shankar 
determined to break records

It’s been some time now 
that prior to every compe-
tition, Tejaswin Shankar 
sets a target for himself. 
According to his stan-
dard operating procedure, 
the high jumper searched 
through the Athletics 
Federation of India offi-
cial website to find the in-
door jump national mark 
ahead of his debut com-
petition since joining the 
Kansas State University 
last year. But to his sur-
prise, he was not able to 
find any information.
Shankar said over a 
call: “I know Wikipedia, 
sometimes, may not be 
a reliable source, but I 
looked up for the mark 
there (2.18 m) and point-
ed ‘this will be my tar-
get’.”
The Delhi boy achieved 
his Wikipedia-learnt 
target while represent-
ing his University at the 
Triangular Trophy last 

week. However, he was 
disappointed no to have 
bettered the 11-year-old 
national record formerly 
set by Hari Shankar Roy 
at the 2007 Doha Indoor 
Asian Championships. 
He stated: “Abhi toh re-
cord bhi nahi toota. I am a 
bit disappointed with my 
performance. But this is 
just my first competition 
of the year.” 
The 6’4” athlete owns the 
outdoor national record 
of 2.26m set two years 
ago in the 2016 Junior 
Nationals and now has 
moved to the US on a 
four-year scholarship in 
2017.
The 19-year-old athlete 
has a very hectic schedule 
at his University as his 
day begins at six in the 
morning and only goes 
to bed around 11. He also 
admitted that it is not an 
easy task to mix up with 
classes and training.

Ferguson-Nurmagomedov 
confirmed in April, Conor 

McGregor in danger

Brazilian legend 
‘Ronaldinho’ retires 

from professional 
football

Legendary Brazilian 
World Cup winner Ron-
aldinho has finally retired 
from football, even though 
he has not been playing 
since 2015.
37-year-old magical Ron-
aldinho was part of the 
star-filled Brazil 2002 
World Cup squad. He 
won the coveted Champi-
ons League in 2006 with 
Spanish giants Barcelona 
and won the prestigious 
Balon d'Or award in 2005.
This week, his brother 
and agent Roberto Assis 
confirmed his retirement 
and disclosed a series of 
tribute events. His broth-
er said: "we will be doing 
various events in Brazil, 
Europe and also Asia and, 
following which we will 
be arranging something 
with the Brazilian team as 
well."
Ronaldinho started his ca-
reer with Gremio before 
moving to Paris St-Ger-
main in 2001. After spend-
ing five years at Barcelona 
and two La Liga titles and 
one Champions League 
trophy in process, the ma-
gician then had a three-
year spell at AC Milan 
playing alongside David 
Beckham, Andrea Pirlo, 
and Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
where he won the league 
title in 2010-11.
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