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Exit Polls predict huge 
BJP win in Gujarat and HP
The second phase voting of the Assembly 
elections in Gujarat across 14 districts for 
93 seats concluded successfully on Thurs-
day. However, the aggregate of exit polls 
showed BJP is set to win 116 out of the to-
tal 182 seats in the westernmost state of the 
country.

The early forecast predicted BJP to win 
one more seat than that of they won in 
2012 which may come as a surprise after 
the Patidar agitation and the concerns over 
the GST implementation, and also Rahul 
Gandhi’s growing popularity in the state. 
The Congress party will win 65 seats, as 
per reports.

The exit polls for Gujarat showed an 
outcome which is almost in line with the 
opinion polls that came earlier this month 
which indicated a rise in the popularity of 
Congress but they would fall short in the 
final stages.

In a similar case in Himachal Pradesh, 
Bharatiya Janata Party is ready for a com-
plete sweep, winning at least 47 seats out 
of the 68 compared to 20 seats predicted to 
be won by Congress which means the party 
will be ousted from yet another state in the 
country.

While exit polls indicated chief minister 
Virbhadra Singh’s end of reign, Himachal 
Pradesh was one place where the Congress 
trusted its chief minister to lead the battle, 
just the way it handed over the reigns of 
Uttarakhand in the February 2017 polls. 

The counting of votes in both the states 
will be carried out on Monday, December 
18. With 22 years of continuous rule in PM 
Modi’s home state, the BJP was expected 
to face tough competition from the Rahul 
Gandhi-led party. But the exit polls had a 
different story to show with the saffron par-
ty to comfortably dominate in Gujarat as 
well as Himachal Pradesh.

Chief Electoral Officer, B B Swain stat-
ed: “Except for a few incidents of law & 

order and a few complaints regarding tech-
nical glitches in the EVMs, otherwise the 
voting was peaceful across over 25,000 
polling booths in all 14 districts in North-
ern and Central Gujarat regions.”

Northern districts of Sabarkantha, Meh-
sana, and Banaskantha recorded the highest 
voter turnout with 77 per cent, 75 per cent, 
and 74 per cent respectively. Ahmedabad, 
however, registered the lowest voting turn-
out of just 63 per cent.

NASA finds two new plan-
ets,courtesy of Google

An advanced computer anal-
ysis a few days ago made by 
Google and NASA helped 
them identify two new planets 
around distant stars, which in-
cludes one that is part of the 
first star system with as many 
planets as Earth’s solar sys-
tem.
The research made by Goo-
gle and the University of 
Texas, Austin, that used vital 
data from NASA assisted in 
raising the prospects of new 
insights into the universe by 
feeding data into comput-
er programmes which can 
strikethrough information 
faster and more in-depth 
than usually possible by a 

human.
The case here states that the 
software learned differences 
between planets and other ob-
jects through some analyses 
of thousands of data points, 
which is said to be 96 per cent 
accurate.
As per reports from NASA, 
the data came from the Ke-
pler telescope which NASA 
had launched into space back 
in 2009 for a planet-finding 
mission and it finally attained 
success in gathering neces-
sary data.
According to recent reports, 
astronomers have never ob-
served an eight-planet net-
work apart from the solar sys-

tem that includes Earth.
A NASA project scientist, 
Jessie Dotson, revealed: “Ac-
cording to the application of 
neutral networks to Kepler 
data matures, who knows 
what might be discovered. 
I’m, therefore, on the edge of 
my seat.”
It has been made possible 
with the advancements in 
hardware and new techniques 
for machine learning in recent 
years. 
Mr. Dotson further reported 
that machine learning was 
not applied to data acquired 
by the Kepler telescope until 
Mr. Shallue came up with the 
idea.

It is high time for courts to 
act tough against shouting 
lawyers to maintain dis-
cipline of court proceed-
ings. I am very patient but 
I am allergic to this type of 
argument.”

This year we searched 
‘How’ more than ever 
before. The questions 
we asked show our de-
sire to understand and 

ultimately improve the 
world around us.

Sundar Pichai, Google CEO

Arjan Kumar Sikri, SC Judge

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Shah Rukh Khan, Bollywood Superstar

I am devoting my life for the 
betterment of crore of people 
in Gujarat and India. Have 
been fortunate to always 
get your blessings. I am 
sure you will continue to 
bless us in these elections 
too.

Ab yeh hui na real Rab Ne 
Bana Di Jodi. My love to 
both Anushka Sharma 
and Virat Kohli. May 
God bless you with hap-

piness and health.

Russia President 
Putin praises

Donald Trump
President of Russia Vladimir 
Putin noted that the United 
States was in the grip of a fab-
ricated spymania charged up by 
opponents of President Donald 
Trump, but he thought battered 
US-Russia relations would re-
cover some day.

65-year-old Putin, who had 
hoped President Trump’s stated 
desire for a better relation with 
Russia would become reality 
only to see it frustrated by alle-
gations of Russian political med-
dling, also praised Mr. Trump for 
what he said were his uncontest-
ed achievements.

Mr. Putin stated in news con-
ference in Moscow: “I’m not the 
one who will evaluate the US 
President’s work”. 

He further added: “[But] we 
are objectively seeing there cer-
tainly have been certain major 
accomplishments, even though 
he has worked just for a short 
time. Look how the markets 
have grown. This indicates to in-
vestors do trust in the American 
economy.”

Mr. Trump took over the office 
in January, promising he was 
keen to mend ties which had fall-
en to a post-Cold War low. But 
ever since he started, ties have 
soured further after US officials 
said Russia meddled in the pres-
idential election, something that 
Moscow denies.

‘Newton’ fails to make 
it to Oscar nominations

India has made an official entry in 
the Best Foreign Language category 
with “Newton” at the 90th Academy 
Awards, but unfortunately is out of the 
Oscars race.
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences announced that the Amit 
Masurkar-directed and Rajkummar 
Rao- starrer black comedy is not a part 
of the nine-film list that advanced to the 
next round of voting. Starring Rajkum-
mar Rao and Pankaj Tripathi in lead 
roles, the Hindi-based film concentrates 
on the foibles of democracy in the jun-
gles of Chhattisgarh.
Meanwhile, nominations for the 90th 
Academy Awards will be published on 
January 23. The ceremony is scheduled 
to be held on March 4 in Los Angeles.
Interestingly, no Indian film has ever 
won an Oscar with Ashutosh Gowarik-
er-directed ‘Lagaan’ being the last In-
dian film that made it to the final five 
in the Best Foreign Film category list 
in 2001.
The two other Indian films that were 
able to make it to the top five are ‘Moth-
er India’ in 1958 and ‘Salaam Bombay’ 
which released in 1989.

Opposition urges to disqualify CM 
Nitish on Day 1 of Winter Session

The winter session of Parliament com-
menced from Friday, and the Congress 
and other opposition parties didn’t 
take time to demand that the disqual-
ification from the Rajya Sabha of for-
mer Janata Dal United Sharad Yadav 
should be revoked. As always, there 
were disruptions as MPs raised slo-
gans in the centre of the Upper House 
in support of Mr. Yadav, has also 

moved court.
Sharad Yadav and his ally Ali Anwar 
Ansari were disqualified as Rajya 
Sabha MPs after they decided to reb-
el against Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar for breaking their much-talk-
ed-about alliance with Congress and 
Lalu Yadav’s RJD in Bihar, and later 
partnering with the ruling BJP.

The opposition parties raised their 

voice in Parliament that since CM Ni-
tish Kumar sought votes in the Bihar 
Assembly elections as a member of 
the ‘Grand Alliance’ and then chose to 
opt out of it, it is his MPs in the Rajya 
Sabha who should have been disqual-
ified.

Senior Congressman and Opposi-
tion leader, Ghulam Nabi Azad urged: 
“Membership of the JD(U) members 
should be canceled” and also alleged 
that the grounds for the termination of 
Mr. Yadav and Mr. Anwar is not clear.

The EC has rejected the claim of 
Sharad Yadav to the JD(U)’s arrow 
symbol, allotting it to Nitish Kumar. 
Mr. Yadav’s group has, however, 
challenged the decision in court.

The JD(U) currently holds eight 
Rajya Sabha MPs after Mr. Yadav 
and Mr. Ali were disqualified. Sha-
rad Yadav was elected to the Ra-
jya Sabha last year and his term 
was scheduled to get over in 2022, 
while Mr. Anwar’s term was about 
to expire next year.

Indian Fishermen again ar-
rested by Pakistan authorities

Top officials reported that forty-three 
Indian fishermen were arrested along 
with seven of their boats seized by 
Pakistani authorities for allegedly 
fishing in the country’s territorial wa-
ters of Arabian Sea. The fishermen 
group was arrested yesterday and has 
been handed over to the Docks po-
lice, as reported by a spokesman of 
Pakistan’s Maritime Security Force.
Commander Wajid Nawaz Chaud-
hary stated: “Now, the police in the 
docks will present them before a 
judicial magistrate who will most 
likely be sending them in judicial re-
mand to jail.”
 The PMSF has already arrested 
around 150 Indian fishermen over 
the last one month for alleged illegal 

fishing in Pakistani territorial waters. 
With the latest reports, the number 
of such arrests of Indian fishermen in 
2017 has gone up to over 400.
The spokesman further reported that 
the Indian fishermen were arrested 
by the Pakistan maritime security 
forces who were conducting exercis-
es near the country’s Maritime bor-
der in the Arabian Sea. 
Commander Chaudhary said: 
“Speedboats and helicopters were 
used in the exercise when the Indian 
fishermen were spotted in our wa-
ters.”
 He gave a note that the PMSA had 
earlier, on November 10, arrested 
55 Indian fishermen and seized nine 
fishing boats, while on another oc-
casion on November 12 four boats 
were seized and 23 Indian fishermen 
arrested for allegedly entering into 
Pakistani waters.
Several fishermen from Pakistan and 
India are often detained for illegally 
fishing in each other’s territorial wa-
ters in the Arabian sea.

FACT
of the Week

Over
confidence 
often tend 

to block 
your in-

tellectual 
growth. 

Lucknow Boy Jitesh Singh 
claims Mr.India World 2017
Lucknow boy Jitesh Singh 
Deo won the coveted Mr. India 
World 2017 title and will be rep-
resenting the country at the Mr. 
World Competition. The com-
petition was judged by Bolly-
wood actress Kangana Ranaut, 
designer Manish Malhotra, and 
tennis player Mahesh Bhupati. 
Unlike Anil Kapoor’s character, 
this Mr. India is here to stay.

Ministry of Information & Broadcasting 

bans Condom Advertisements

Premium SUV Volvo XC60 launched 

in India, Priced at Rs. 55.90 Lakh
Rohit Sharma, first cricketer to hit 

double century thrice in ODIs

Less Plastic Day
December 19
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Doctors of Max Hospital are 
busy debating if the 22-week-old 
infant was a ‘foetus’ or a ‘baby’ 
as there happen to be rare chanc-
es of survival in such children. 
Few advocates alleged that the 
act was committed by the doctors 
handling the case of the twin ba-
bies and eventually it amounts to 
culpable homicide.

Earlier doctors suggested that 
the survival of such a small baby 
was very unlikely.

In its defense, an argument has 
been put forward by a group of 
doctors, demanding leniency by 
the government, that the baby 
who was declared dead prema-
turely by the hospital would not 
have survived for long in any 
case and could have contracted 
diseases due to its infection.

As per IPC section 299, if any 
part of the child comes out of 
the womb of a mother, doesn’t 
matter if it is not fully born, and 
then if the death is caused to such  
child it will amount to ‘culpable 
homicide’.

The twins born at Shalimar 
Bagh Max were completely born 
and found alive when it came 

out of the womb. Member of the 
Medical Council of India, Dr. 
Vinay Aggarwal stated: “Gen-
erally, 22-week-old babies are 
often termed as foetus and abor-
tions are followed which has now 
been extended up to 26 weeks. 
Statistically, there are only 3 per 
cent chances of survival for fetus 
born in 22 weeks.

The doctors handed over the 
body of the babies to the family 
members in a plastic bag. The 
parents, however, later found 
the boy infant alive at the buri-
al ground. When the baby was 
found breathing, it was in need of 
critical medical care and had to 
be kept in an incubator in another 
private hospital.

This terrible incident has 
led to the cancellation of li-
cense of Shalimar Bagh  
Max hospital by Delhi govern-
ment with immediate effect.

Doctors of Max Hospital 
wondering if dead infant 

was Foetus or a Baby

Renowned social activist Anna 
Hazare remarked that he hopes anoth-
er Arvind Kejriwal would not emerge 
from his current movement again. 
Delhi Chief Minister and Aam Aad-
mi Party boss Arvind Kejriwal was a 
part of Anna Hazare’s team in the ini-
tial stages during the anti-corruption 
movement back in 2011, but later on, 
after gaining popularity, he moved on 
to step into politics and launched his 
own political outfit thereafter.

While addressing a public meet-
ing at the Shahid Smarak in Agra, 
the social activist said: “I really hope  
no Kejriwal comes out of my move-
ment again.”

Mr. Hazare announced that a big 
rally would be organised in the na-
tional capital on March 23 and urged 
all the farmers to form the mass to 
support the cause.

He recently accused the former 
UPA government at the Centre of fail-

ing to process the Jan Lokpal Bill and 
alleged current PM Narendra Modi of 
not taking any necessary steps regard-
ing the same.

The 80-year-old forwarded a state-
ment:”The Modi-led government di-
luted the provisions of the Jan Lokpal 
Bill. Therefore, both the Congress 
and the BJP are equally guilty.”

He further added that even after 
achieving independence 70 years ago, 
democracy, in its true sense, was yet 
to come to India: “The people of the 
country do not want 
a government of 
capitalists. No 
Modi, no Gand-
hi. We want a 
g o v e r n m e n t 
which will work 
for farmers’ in-
terests.”

Anna Hazare doesn’t want  
another Arvind Kejriwal 65-year-old Padam-

shri Kaur Singh, who 
won three gold medals 
in heavyweight boxing 
championships for In-
dia including 1982 Asian 
games, has been left alone 
with an indifferent attitude 
of Punjab Government.

Currently admitted in a 
private hospital in Punjab, 
the forgotten hero of the 
country is running from 
here and there to acquire 
the cash award announced 
by then Akali Dal govern-
ment in the year 1982.

Surprisingly, he wants 
his cash price only to 
fund his medical treat-
ment in the private hos-
pital. When the doctors 
advised him to put stents 
two years back, he was 
forced to raise a loan of 
Rs 2 lakh from a private 

money lender as he had 
no cash reserves to feed 
the doctors.

Now, the loan he took 
has surged to Rs. 2.5 lakh 
including interest. Kaur 
Singh told the mediaper-
son that he has not able 
to walk for a while as the 
injuries caused during 
the games have started 
to trouble him in this old 
age. Currently, he is lying 
in a private hospital for 

more than three weeks 
but to much of a shock, 
none of the state gov-
ernment officials have 
shown interest to come 
and meet him.

Interestingly, Mr. Singh 
is the only Indian boxer 
who went against the leg-
endary Muhammad Ali. 
He has also been an army 
veteran and had retired 
as Subedar from Indian 
Army.

Forgotten Boxing Hero raising  
loan to fund his medical treatment

The government on 
Monday decided to re-
strict TV channels from 
airing advertisements 
that concentrated on 
selling and promoting 
condoms as they believe 
these are indecent espe-
cially for children and 
can indulge them in un-
healthy practices.

A representative 
stated: “It has been 
brought to the notice 
of the Ministry of IB 
that some channels 
telecast advertise-
ments of condom 
brands repeatedly 
which are alleged to 

be indecent for children.”
The representative in-

voked Cable Television 
Networks Rules 1994 
which bans an adver-
tisement that endangers 
the safety of children or 
creates any interest in un-
healthy practices among 
them or shows them beg-
ging in an undignified or 

indecent manner.
It further noted that 

such advertisements can, 
however, be telecasted 
between 10 pm and 6 am 
in order to avoid expo-
sure to such influential 
ads to children. The fail-
ure of which will attract 
legal action as per provi-
sions of the rules.

The massive deci-
sion comes after the 
Advertising Stan-
dards Council of 
India requested the 
ministry a month  
ago to take a call on 
such ads and their 
telecast timing.

Government says  
“NO” to Condom Ads

Pakistani Hindus who 
have been staying in In-
dia for long years finally 
got a big reason to rejoice 
when 41 of them, who 
were staying in Udai-
pur district in Rajasthan, 
were granted Indian citi-
zenship. The same people 
have been trying to ac-
quire Indian citizenship 
for the last 14 years. 

Although a total of 91 
people from Pakistan 
applied for Indian citi-
zenship, only 41 could 
acquire it which included 
women and children as 
well.

However, reports claim 

that the remaining 50 
who were denied citizen-
ship will soon acquire the 
same. After the whole 
process was completed, 
ADM City Subash C. 
Sharma administered the 
oath-taking of Indian cit-
izenship to those 41 peo-
ple.  

One of the 41 people, 
Jaipal expressed his hap-
piness over owning the 
Indian citizenship: “We 
all stay in Balochistan in 
Pakistan. We left Paki-
stan’s citizenship to ac-
quire citizenship of India. 
For that purpose, oath is 
taken over here. We are 

immensely happy. We are 
happy that we are finally 
getting citizenship of In-
dia.”

“Now, we people can 
stay here in India. The 
reason for coming is that 
where we were destined 
to be, we’ll stay there 
only. As a lot of our rel-
atives stay over here, we 
will stay with them.” he 
further added.

Few Pakistani Hindus 
from Balochistan and 
other parts of India’s 
Western neighbour had 
been recently forced to 
flee from their country 
and seek refuge in India.

Pakistani Hindus acquire Indian
Citizenship in Rajasthan

Five Indian soldiers went 
missing after an avalanche struck 
near the Line of Control in be-
tween Gurez and Nowgam sec-
tors of Jammu & Kashmir. The 
avalanche was caused during 
the fresh snowfall in the region. 
While three soldiers were caught 
at Baktoor in Gurez sector, two 
went missing in Nowgam sector. 
Both are areas are set apart from 
rest of the state as it experiences 
wild snowfall.

Sadly, the officials have not 
been able to trigger the rescue 
operation to full effect as it is 
being continuously hampered 
by the ongoing snowfall and 
extreme cold wave conditions.

An army official stated: “It 
has been no less than 36 hours 
since the five soldiers went 

missing. Searches and rescue 
operations are still on but it is 
a very difficult terrain and addi-
tionally, weather conditions are 
very hostile”

Heavy rains and even heavier 
snowfall in the valley was ex-
pected till Friday as per Mete-
orological Department survey. 
The Jammu & Kashmir Police 
has already announced precau-
tions in various districts of the 
state.

A similar incident has already 
occurred earlier this year when 
seven soldiers were killed after 
avalanches hit a military post 
and patrol along the Line of 
Control region. Another 20 sol-
diers were reported to be dead 
in a parallel incident in Gurez 
and Machil sectors.

Still no signs of the 
missing soldiers

SC extends Aadhaar linking deadline to March 31
The Supreme Court extended 
the Aadhaar linking deadline 
for all the services to March 31 
next year as per request from 
the Modi government.

The court explained that 
people can open new bank ac-
counts without Aadhaar, but the 
applicant will need to submit 
proof that she has applied for 
the Unique Identification card. 
Similarly, the deadline for link-
ing Aadhaar with the mobile 
services also stands extended 
from February 6 to March 31 
with SC’s order. 

Earlier, the Centre issued a 
notification to extend the dead-
line for mandatory linking of 
Aadhaar and Permanent Ac-
count Number (PAN) for all 
bank accounts and also SIM 
cards.

The Attorney General stated 
that the court would force no co-
ercive action against those who 
do not have the Aadhaar card 
yet, but are willing to enroll for 
and such people would not be 
denied in any case the benefits 
of social welfare schemes till 
March 31.

A masterstroke by BJP that made
‘Temple Run’ fail miserably

To start with the cam-
paigns, Bharatiya Janata 
Party missed the loud 
drums, tones of laddus 
and rows of noisy fire-
crackers in the Gujarat 
Assembly elections.  
However, once Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
along with Party chief 
Amit Shah stepped into 
the field, the opposition 
was left to engage in 
conflicts not with the 
saffron party, but among 
themselves.
After the second and 
final phase of voting in 
the westernmost state 
of the country, the exit 
polls revealed that the 
party which has been 
ruling the state for the 
past two decades will 
again be crowned supe-
rior when the counting 
of votes is done on De-
cember 18. 
Despite a stronger-than 
before media wave in 
favor of Rahul Gandhi, 
who led the party, and 
traction seen during all 
the rallies of the recent-

ly-elected Party Presi-
dent along with those of 
PAAS leader Hardik Pa-
tel, OBC leader Alpesh 
Thakor, and Dalit leader 
Jignesh Mevani, what 
actually went wrong for 
the Congress?
Narendra Modi, being 
the face of BJP, turned 
voters in favor of him 
with his spirited tones. 
Also in this case, the PM 
Modi and Amit Shah led 
party played the whip 
hand of the misappre-
hensions by Congress. 
Be it senior Congress 
leader Mani Shankar us-
ing derogatory language 
against PM Modi or be it 
Rahul Gandhi’s clashes 
with his own ally PAAS 
–led by Hardik Patel, 
the party’s inside agen-
das need to be resolved 
in the first place before 
fancying to dethrone a 
personality like Nar-
endra Modi, that too in 
his home state, and with 
Amit Shah being the 
perfect game-planner, 
BJP doesn’t seem like 

giving up on the sovere-
ignity any time soon. 
The traders in Guja-
rat may have raised a 
voice against GST, but 
when it finally comes to 
D-Day, they preferred to 
stick with their Gujarati 
Prime Minister and his 
saffron party.
With the final results 
scheduled to be declared 
on Monday, the picture 
seems crystal clear for 
the country and with 
exit polls revealing the 
same, we can say that 
Rahul Gandhi’s ‘Temple 
Run’ has failed misera-
bly.
Since Rahul Gandhi is 
now the President of 
Congress, he needs to 
metamorphose his direc-
tory soon. Rather than 
pivoting around with the 
local sorts, Mr. Gandhi 
requires to bring some 
popular faces along with 
him up front to support 
his cause. Clearly, the 
burden of the nation is 
too strong for his deli-
cate shoulders.

SALAAM BAALAK TRUST
MIRA NAIR, FOUNDER

Established in 1988, Salaam Baalak Trust looks to 
support the street and working children in the inner 
cities of the Capital and Mumbai. From providing a 
sensitive and caring environment to motivating them 
for a better and brighter future, SBT was formed 
with the proceeds from the Bollywood movie Sa-
laam Bombay in which the lives and vulnerabilities 
of children are properly depicted. 
With street children suffering from innumerable 
diseases and infections, the Trust comes forward to 
salute the indomitable spirit of these street children 
without creating any difference of gender, religion, 
or caste. Salaam Baalak Trust concentrates on pro-
viding them the required care along with health fa-
cilities, proper nutrition, compulsory education, and 
also vocational training facilities in order to help 
them fulfill their dreams. 
Dr. Praveen Nair, Chairperson at Salaam Baalak 
Trust, once stated: “Education is the not the answer, 
but education linked properly with livelihood is the 
answer for this street children.”
He shared his initial struggle in setting up the Trust: 
“It took us quite a while to break the ice with the 
boys. Sanjoy and I would scout the railway platforms 
every day, chat with the boys. However, the children 
on streets have been cheated time and again as we 
weren’t the first to propose help. They would laugh 
off our intentions but that didn’t mean we would give 
up. Finally, when we answered their urgent call for 
help to care for a terribly sick boy, who happened to 
be their friend. Thereafter, began the never-ending 
bond.”
In these 29 years of selfless services, the Trust has 
been able to help more than 81,000 children till now. 
But, the figure seems less when you release that 
there are still more than 50,000 street children roam-
ing around helplessly.
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India expressed its dis-
appointment today over 
the decision to back-off 
from its commitment 
for a permanent solu-
tion to the public food 
stockholding issue at the 
Ministerial Conference 
of the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO). The 
ministerial conference is 
considered the highest 
decision-making body of 
the WTO.

India attempted to 
find a lasting solution to 
the food stockpile issue 
during the 11th edition of 
the MC11 but was forced 
to hit the roadblock as 

the US refused to engage  
in the same, thus, threat-
ening a successful con-
clusion of the four-day 
long conference.

An official statement 
came out later on the  
day stating: “India is 
much surprised and im-
mensely disappointed that 
despite an overwhelm-
ing majority of members 
reiterating it, the major 
member country has fall-
en back from its promise 
made two years ago to  
deliver a permanent solu-
tion of critical importance 
for addressing hunger  
in some of the poorest 

countries of the world.”
The Indian team was led 

by C&I Minister, Suresh 
Prabhu, in partnership 
with the G33 grouping. 
They have been urging 
hard for a permanent solu-
tion to food security issue 
as it has become very cru-
cial for the livelihood of 
around 800 million people 
across the world. 

Reportedly, Assistant 
US Trade Represen-
tative Sharon Bomer 
Lauritsen noted that per-
manent solution to the  
food stockholding issue 
was not acceptable to 
America.

India faces disappointed 
over food security issue

An expert lawyer acting as 
a defense witness in 61-year-
old Vijay Mallya’s extradition 
hearing has vocally attacked 
the integrity of criminal justice 
system of India and the Supreme 
Court as well as the Indian media, 
claiming he will not get a fair trial in 
the country.

The Business tycoon is fighting ex-
tradition to India as he faces charges of 
fraud after default on loan payments to 
Indian banks worth Rs 9,000 cr.

Dr. Martin Lau, professor of South 
Asian Law in London, claimed on 
Monday that some Supreme Court judg-
es in India ruled in favor of the Indian 
Government to win government posts 
post-retirement. He further accused that 
the criminal justice system in India was 

at times corrupt, and as a re-
sult, Vijay Mallya was facing 
trial by media ahead of a trial 
which will lead to an unfair 

trial in India.
Lau told Westminster Magis-

trates’ Court referring to piece of un-
named evidence: “I have always held 
the SC in the highest respect, but many 
times some doubts are voiced about cer-
tain patterns. Although, that does not 
mean it is a corrupt institution, it rules 
in favor of the government, especially 
with judges close to retirement and an-
gling for government posts.”

Clare Montgomery, Mallya’s lawyer, 
stated that a study on trial processes in 
India have found that sometimes evi-
dence was fabricated and sometimes it 
is obtained through torture.

Mallya’s defence accuses Biased  
Judges, Media, and India’s Justice System

In a fresh start to over-
come its drudgery work 
in the recent years, Ra-
hul Gandhi has been 
elected the party presi-
dent replacing 70-year-
old mother Sonia Gand-
hi, the party’s longest 
reigning chief.

The wait for the for-
mality ended after the 
last date to withdraw 
nomination got over 
as Mr. Gandhi was the 
only Congress leader to 
file his nomination for 
the top job of the party.

Mr. Gandhi is cur-
rently leading his pack 
in the Gujarat elections 
campaigns and has been 
able to attract an enor-
mous gathering. The 
enthusiastic response 
from the Gujarat public 

indicates a positive vibe 
among the mass for the 
47-year-old who now 
has the immense re-
sponsibility of continu-
ing his family’s legacy. 

However, Rahul 
Gandhi will officially 
take charge of the par-
ty next Saturday, i.e., 
December 16. He was 
elected as the Vice-Pres-
ident of the party back 
in January 2013. How-
ever, Sonia Gandhi will 
continue to head the 
Congress 
P a r l i a -
mentary 
Party.

Rahul Gandhi becomes 
Party President

Nana Patole shared the 
stage with Congress Pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi on 
Monday at an election ral-
ly in Gandhinagar. Inter-
estingly, he is same who 
recently resigned from 
Lok Sabha and the BJP 
following a clash with 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi. He along with 
Rahul Gandhi fulminated 
against PM Modi, alleg-
ing that he is accustomed 
to abusing senior MPs in 
the party who had once 
gone to meet him.

Addressing the rally for 
Congress, Nana Patole 
explained that he decided 
to part ways with the saf-
fron party only because 
PM Modi failed to ad-
dress the issues of farm-
ers and went back on his 
promise to implement 

the Swaminathan Com-
mission.

Mr. Patole, the former 
MP from Maharashtra’s 
Bhandara-Gondia constit-
uency, claimed that Modi-
ji snubbed him and insult-
ed senior MPs when they 
say anything against him.

He added: “It has been 
more than three years 
since the Modi govern-
ment took over at the 
Centre and had assured 

they will implement the 
Swaminathan Commis-
sion recommendations, 
but the first thing Modiji 
did was to file an affida-
vit in the SC stating he  
will not accept the  
recommendations, which 
has amounted to betrayal 
of farmers.”

Mr. Patole has claimed 
that the note ban last year 
was the biggest instance 
of corruption of the party.

Former BJP leader shares stage  
with Rahul Gandhi in Gujarat

Bahubali-2 most 
searched in India

Telugu blockbuster mov-
ie ‘Bahubali 2’ came on 
top of Google’s most 
searched items in India 
this year while it became 
the highest grossing In-
dian film of all time. An-
other Indian movie ‘Dan-
gal’ featured in the list as 
the Aamir Khan-starrer 
film made it to the fourth 
spot.

Bollywood names 
dominated the Top 10 
most searched items in 
India with Badrinath ki 
Dulhaniya, Jagga Jasoos, 
Half-Girlfriend, Munna 
Michael, and Raees oc-
cupying the spots. 

The three remaining 
spots in the Top 10 were 
made up by Cricket. 
While Indian Premier 
League took the second 
spot on the list, ‘Cham-
pions Trophy’ and the 
phrase ‘live cricket score’ 
also made it. 

Indian Jails are over-crowded:
Vijay Mallya’s defence

School Buses to have female
conductors in Madhya Pradesh

Shahid Kapoor is Asia’s Sexiest Man

Vijay Mallya’s defence claimed that Indian jails 
are over-crowded with poor hygiene as the de-
fence and prosecutor submitted all the evidence 
in the extradition trial at a UK court, which will 
again return on January 10 next year to give one 
of its final hearings on the admissibility of some 
of the evidence presented before the court by the 
Indian Government.

All school buses carrying female students will 
have to deploy a woman conductor, said MP Chief 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan. He also noted 
that all school buses will soon have CCTV cam-
eras installed to ascertain the safety of its passen-
gers. Mr. Chauhan is planning to start a nation-
wide debate on death penalty for rapists through a 
bill that has been passed by the MP assembly. 

Bollywood actor Shahid Kapoor has been voted 
the Sexiest Asian Man Alive by a UK based mag-
azine. Hrithik Roshan captured the second spot in 
the list followed by singer Zayn Malik.
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KENICHI AYUKAWA
MD AND CEO, MARUTI SUZUKI

Kenichi Ayuka-
wa has been the 
Managing Direc-
tor and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of 
Maruti Suzuki In-
dia Limited since 
April 2013. He 
has also taken over 
as an Executive 
Vice-President of 
the Suzuki Motor 
Corporation since 
June this year.

A graduate of Osaka University, Mr. Ayukawa has ex-
perience of working in substantial companies. Prior to 
becoming MD, he was in Pakistan for four years where 
he possesses a manufacturing company. He shifted to 
India from Pakistan as he believes the former is a lot 
more developed. Thereafter, he has helped the busi-
ness to expand vigorously in India. With the growing 
Indian market, the company is also planning to devel-
op new products next year.
He started developing products for the Indian market 
in Japan. Fortunately, those products like Baleno and 
Vitara Brezza have been a success here.
When he arrived in 2013, the violence at Maruti’s IMT 
Manesar plant was a big challenge for him. Later he 
interrogated with the workers and solved the issue. He 
continued talking with his workers at least once in a 
month and shares suitable information. He believes 
it’s important to respect all his workers who have been 
working so hard for the company. They need appreci-
ation.
Mr. Ayukawa has been living in Gurgaon, India, since 
a long time but their children are working in Japan. 
He loves to travel in different parts of the country and 
appreciates the human nature here in India. 
The present target of Mr. Ayukawa is to try and achieve 
around 2 million unit sales by 2020 when India would 
become the world’s third-largest car market. The 
62-year-old businessman took home a total remuner-
ation of Rs. 4.2 crore in 2016-17.

VENU MADHAV
CEO, CAFÉ COFFEE DAY

Venu Madhav 
has been serving 
the Coffee Day 
Global at Coffee 
Day Enterpris-
es Limited as its 
Chief Executive 
Officer since 
2014. After work-
ing in the compa-
ny since 1996, he 
contributed sig-
nificantly to make 
it one of the larg-
est exporters of 
coffee. 

He was promot-
ed to Head of Operations for Café Network outlets in 
the year 2004. He played a good hand in setting up 
the system processes, grouping a young talented lot 
and growth levers for Café Coffee Day. Mr. Madhav 
kept shining bright with his hard and smart work for 
the company and soon was promoted as the Chief 
Operating Officer in 2010. 

Café Coffee Day has emerged as one of the most 
popular coffee shop brand in India. 

It has become more than places to just sip your cof-
fee. With being an enormous success in India which 
is being considered the fastest growing market of 
coffee, it has taken the strides to spread its branches 
in every corner of the world. With Starbuck provid-
ing tough competition, CCD is now more focused in 
India.

 Mr. Madhav holds a master degree in management 
studies from the reputed Birla Institute of Technolo-
gy and Science in Pilani. 

He also completed a diploma study in advanced 
management conducted by the Harvard Universi-
ty. Before becoming a part of the current company, 
Venu Madhav worked as a senior sales officer at Pet-
rochemicals Corporation.

Venu Madhav, in general, is a very light-hearted 
person who likes to live in the moment.

 He once shared an experience that while he was in 
Boston he grabbed onto lobster sandwiches by mis-
take as he happen to be a vegetarian.

Trump applauds the House & Senate conferees on coming to an 
agreement on the sweeping tax bill: Sarah Huckabee Sanders

The new monetary policy framework has been playing an 
important role in shaping inflation: Urjit Patel 

With the rise in the number of 
start-ups in the country, the life of 
people has changed drastically. Great 
innovations led by visionary leaders 
have made it possible. One such in-
novation in 2015 was ‘Commercio 
Connectivity Private Limited’, better 
known as ‘Cookifi’.

While dining out on a regular ba-
sis can be unhealthy as well as may 
leave you broke for rest of the month, 
cooking regularly at home can also 
be cumbersome after a hectic day 
at work. To make your day easier, 
Cookify extends their helping hand 
to you.

Having set up in June 2015, Cook-
ify looks to provide a platform that 
allows users to book a profession-
al chef for any kind of occasions 
in Bengaluru. It has been helping 
people to build an astonishing ex-
perience when it comes to food for 
extra-special meals, house and kitty 
parties, office get-together parties, 
birthday bashes with pleasing variety 

in food from different cuisines. 
Ajay Modani, co-founder of the 

cook hiring platform, once stated in 
an interview: “We come with our 
own kitchen paraphernalia, which in-
cludes ingredients to cook from, and 
then prepare everything fresh from 
scratch.”

He further added: “All customers 
need to do is visit the ‘Cookifi expe-
rience’ column and select a cuisine of 
their own choice and place the order 
after filling in the necessary details. 
However, all orders are required to 
be placed at least 24 hours in ad-
vance.”

Along with providing profession-
al cooks at your location, Cookify 
also assists its customers to discover 
well-trained and experienced chefs 
around them.

The founder team is planning to 
expand its services throughout the 
country. Mr. Ajay noted: “As of now, 
we are providing these services in 
Bangalore.

Your personal chef & caterer
STARTUP WATCH Cookifi

BUSINESS
KTM 390 Duke named Motorcycle of 
the Year

Bihar Finance Minister Sushil Modi is expecting 
the GST Council to consider bringing electricity, pe-
troleum, and few other products under the current tax 
regime in the near future. Currently, both the state 
and Central Government earns revenue of 40 per cent 
from petroleum products. 

GST on electricity, petroleum & 
other products

On the basis of the wholesale price index (WPI), 
Inflation surged further to 3.93% last month as a re-
sult of the rise of onion prices and certain vegetables. 
The data revealed shows an 8-month high with 5.99 
per cent recorded in March this year. Onion saw a 
rise of 178 per cent last month. In November 2016, 
however, the inflation rate was recorded to be 1.82%.

Inflation reached 8-month high in 
November

The recently launched updated version of the KTM 
390 Duke has been awarded the title of Motorcycle of 
the Year 2018. In a list of 12 final contestants, KTM 
390 Duke led its way to the first position by a huge 
margin. The bike received a commendable update in 
2017 over its predecessor. Some notable finalists were 
Hero Glamour 125, Bajaj Pulsar NS 160, Harley-Da-
vidson Street Rod among others.

BUZZ

SBI changes IFSC Code of 
more than 1,000 branches

The largest public 
sector bank in India 
‘State Bank of India’ 
has changed names and 
Indian Financial System 
Code (IFSC) of 1,300 of 
its 25,000 branches in 
some of the major cities. 
The changes happened 
due to the merger of SBI 
with five associate banks 
and one ‘Bharatiya Mah-
ila Bank’. 

The IFSC is an 11-dig-
it alpha-numeric system 
that identifies all bank 
branches participating 
in the Reserve Bank of 
India’s fund transfer sys-
tem. The code is essential 
to send or receive any 
kind of money online 
from one bank account to 
another. 

Authorities from SBI 
stated that the decision 
to change the names and 
IFSC Codes was taken 
as a result of the merger. 
They further explained 
it would not cause any 
problem to any of its cus-
tomers because in case 
payment in any form 
comes through old IFSC 
Code, the system will au-
tomatically direct it to the 
new code.

The changes mostly 
took place in branches 
present in New Delhi, 
Chennai, Mumbai, Kol-
kata, Hyderabad, Benga-
luru, and Lucknow. The 
merger took place be-
tween its associate banks 
-State Bank of Bikaner 
and Jaipur, State Bank of 

Travancore, State Bank 
of Patiala, State Bank 
of Mysore, State Bank 
of Hyderabad, and also 
Bhartiya Mahila Bank 
into itself. The bank has 
also offered a revamped 
Internet Banking facility 
for its customers to ac-
cess their accounts and 
make all transactions 
through RTGS, NEFT 
or IMPS methods. In its  
website, the bank has 
provided two options un-
der personal and corpo-
rate banking categories. 
Customers who  make 
singular transaction can 
avail personal banking, 
while the others can click 
on corporate banking op-
tion to make non-person-
al transactions.

All you need to know about the new 
Volvo XC60, recently launched in India

The much-awaited 
XC60 premium SUV was 
launched in the country 
by Volvo India with a 
price-tag of ₹55.90 lakh. 
Based on the company’s 
latest Scalable Product 
Architecture platform, 

the new-gen Volvo XC60 
comes in only one vari-
ant, which is ‘Inscription’ 
variant. 

This is only the sec-
ond-generation Volvo 
XC60 to be launched in 
India with the first gen-
eration launched back in 
2011. However, it is com-
petent to face competition 

from the likes of BMW 
X3, Audi Q5, Jaguar 
F-Pace, Mercedes-Benz 
GLC, and the soon-to-be 
launched Lexus NX300h.

The Volvo XC60 is 
powered by a 1,969 cc 
four-cylinder twin-tur-

bocharged diesel engine 
that surges up a maxi-
mum of 233 bhp at 4,000 
rpm and accelerates a 
peak torque of 480 Nm at 
1750-2250 rpm. 

The XC60 is offered 
with a couple of petrol 
engines as well - T5 and 
T6 in the global stage, at-
tached with an entry-lev-

el diesel motor D4, all be-
ing 2-litre turbocharged 
units. 

When it comes to the 
display part, the new Vol-
vo XC60 is way more 
stylish compared to its 
previous model. On the 

front, it is complimented 
with Volvo’s signature 
multi-slat chrome grille 
and flanked by a pair of 
stylish LED headlamps 
along with Thor’s ham-
mer LED daytime run-
ning lamps. It is much 
longer, wider and defi-
nitely shorter than its pre-
decessor.

China ready to dethrone the
US in the Auto Industry

The United States has 
been leapfrogged over 
by China in its bid to 
take the upper hand in 
the automotive sector’s 
seismic shift toward 
electric vehicles.

Back in July, Volvo 
stunned the automotive 
industry with a bold an-
nouncement that from 
2019, every new car the 
company launches will 
have an electric motor. 
The move, however, 
seemed almost prepos-
terously aggressive for a 
company which was on 
the brink of bankruptcy 
in 2010.

Surprisingly, Volvo had 
a wild card -China. The 
battery-powered vehicles 
of Volvo will be produced 
initially in China has al-
ready been indulged in 
the activity of produc-
ing battery-powered cars 

for the Chinese market 
which is also the largest 
market for electric vehi-
cles in the current scenar-
io.The full strategy didn’t 
really come into light un-
til two months ago, when 
Volvo came up with the 
new Polestar high-per-
formance electric car in 
Shanghai. Until now, any 
foreign firm manufac-
turing products in China 
were strictly limited by 
the government in China 

which meant that a for-
eign manufacturer that 
wanted to produce goods 
in China had to enter into 
a joint venture with a 
Chinese partner. That is 
how every foreign auto 
manufacturer operates in 
China in the current day.

Eventually, this creates 
a tough situation for U.S. 
automakers whose ma-
jor incentive to purchase 
electric vehicles in the 
U.S. is going away. 

Rupee jumps 23 paise
Indian rupee moved up-
wards by 23 paise to 
64.11 against the dollar 
on exit poll findings that 
revealed that BJP is set to 
retain his rule in Gujarat 
and tug Congress from 
Himachal Pradesh as-
sembly elections. 

However, the dollar 

lost its mojo against the 
euro.

The prediction of BJP 
victory in Gujarat and 

Himachal Pradesh and 
also help Sensex shot up 
358 points and NSE Nif-
ty surged by up to 110.20 
points on friday.

The impact was clearly 
visible as all the sectoral 
indices led by metal  and 
capital goods jumped by 
up to 1.87 per cent.
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JMB top militant leader arrested

Baby born with heart outside the body

A miracle took place in the UK when a baby girl 
with her heart outside the body survived after un-
dergoing three surgeries carried out by a team of 50 
doctors in the Glenfield Hospital in Leicester, En-
gland. The initial one took place in the first hour of 
her birth. This condition, termed ‘ectopia cordis’ , 
often leads to death, but to everyone’s surprise spe-
cially her parents, Vanellope survived.

Actress Salma Hayek
accuses Harvey Weinstein

One top leader –Abdus Samad, along with two 
other militants was arrested by Bangladesh Police 
in Mohakhali area in Dhaka. Abdus, founder of the 
newly-formed ‘Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh 
(JMB)’, got trapped during a raid on Wednesday 
night. Police recovered one firearm with five rounds 
of bullets and 200 detonators from them.

Mexican-born beautiful actress Salma Hayek has 
accused producer Harvey Weinstein of sexual mis-
conduct, thus, calling him a monster. He noted: “For 
years, he was my monster.” Interestingly, more than 
50 women recently alleged Weinstein of assaults and 
misconducts over the past three decades. Weinstein, 
however, has denied any such allegations.
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India at risk as river Brahmaputra 
intentionally blocked in China

India got hold of the 
mala fide intentions of 
neighboring country Chi-
na with satellite images 
giving the much-need-
ed evidence. China has 
stopped the water flow of 
Brahmaputra completely, 
something they were de-
nying for a while. Some-
where around 60 km into 
its territory, they have 
constructed a dam pre-
dicted to be around 200m 
wide and the blockage is 
almost 900 m in length 
along the river Siang. 
The entire water flow has 
been channeled under the 
mountain by with assist 
of two tunnels of almost 
50 m wide and thus, the 
entire river has been di-
verted through the moun-
tains.

Colonel Vinayak Bhat, 
Group Satellite Imagery 
Expert, stated in a press 
conference: “The mala 
fide act means they have 

been trying to do some-
thing with the entire riv-
er flow of Brahmaputra 
which will affect the en-
tire Indian agriculture in 
the coming days as this is 
going to harm the amount 
of water coming into In-
dia.”

Mr. Bhat further added: 
“The thing that is hap-
pening today is that they 
are using polymer resin 
adhesives, generally in 
big projects for dust sup-
pressants, especially on 
this project. It is flowing 
along the water and what-
ever earth excavation 

they may be executing in 
the tunnels, is probably 
being thrown into the riv-
er to evade the activity.”

He reported: “It will 
now affect the animals 
along with the humans. 
At least, humans will  
see and understand, but 
the animals down below 
won’t, they will not even 
know what they are drink-
ing as they won’t make 
out the difference. The 
fishes and everything, all 
the animals down below 
and obviously the agri-
culture is going to be af-
fected in India.”

Indian-American student held 
guilty in the US for cyberattack

An American student, 
Paras Jha, who happens to 
be of Indian origin plead-
ed guilty to launching a 
massive cyber-attack on a 
computer network of one 
US University by creat-
ing a botnet that tempo-
rarily paralysed the Uni-
versity’s internet.

According to the De-
partment of Justice, the 
21-year-old from New 
Jersey along with two 
others -Josiah White from 
Pennsylvania and Dalton 
Norman from Louisiana 
also revealed that they 
created and operated two 
botnets last year so as 
to target the Internet of 
Things (IoT) devices.

William Fitzpatrick, the 
acting US Attorney stat-
ed: “Paras Jha, 21, has 
admitted his responsibil-
ity for multiple hackings 
of the computer system at 
Rutgers University. These 
computer attacks led 
the server to shut down 
which is used for all com-
munications among fac-
ulty staff and students”. 

He accepted his guilt 

of violating the Comput-
er Fraud & Abuse Act 
before US District Judge 
Michael Shipp in Trenton 
federal court of New Jer-
sey.

With his crime, Jha is 
punishable by a maxi-
mum of 10 years in pris-

on along with a fine of 
$250,000, or else twice 
the gross amount of pecu-
niary gain or loss derived 
from the offence, which-
ever is greater.

The Sentencing is 
scheduled to be held on 
March 13, 2018. 

Previously on Decem-
ber 8, the trio pleaded 
guilty to a similar crime 
in the District of Alaska 
charging them in viola-
tion of Computer Fraud 
& Abuse Act,but it seem 
they have not learned 
from their misdeeds.

2018 Maserati Quattroporte GTS gives 
a whole new look to Luxury Sedan

The 2018 Maserati 
Quattroporte GTS has 
been launched in India 
with a price locked at ₹ 
2.7 crores. Being one of 
the fastest luxury sedans 
worldwide, it comes with 
an excellent styling up-
grades and fresh features. 
The 2018 Quattroporte 
GTS is being offered only 
in two trim options, i.e., 
GranLusso and GranS-
port, where each trim 
level looks to add a dis-
tinctive touch to the al-
ready-stylish sedan.

 The 2018 MQ GTS 
comes with a new front 
and rear bumper design 
along with a more point-
ed front grille and new 
adaptive LED headlights 
with just be the icing on 
the cake. 

From the inside, a large 
part of the equipments is 

upgraded on the sedan. 
Along with the uphol-
stery and leather chang-
es, the cabin also have an 
8.4-inch Maserati Touch 
Control Plus (MTC+) 
unit located in the centre 
of the dashboard.

The 2018 Masera-
ti Quattroporte with 

the flagship GTS ver-
sion contains a  3.8-litre 
twin-turbo V8 engine 
which can surge upto 522 
bhp between 6500-6800 
rpm, and 710 Nm of peak 
torque available between 
2250 and 3500 rpm. 

The delivery sched-
ule of the 2018 Maserati 

Quattroporte GTS has 
been fixed at the same 
time globally and in In-
dia as it gets ready to 
compete with the likes of 
the Aston Martin Rapide 
and Porsche Panamera. 
Meanwhile, bookings 
are currently open for the 
stylish luxury sedan.

Theresa May faces 
criticism back home

British Prime Minister 
Theresa May succeeded 
in completing the Brexit 
agreement with Brussels, 
but was criticized by her 
citizens back home for 
making certain compro-
mises. 

A Former leader of the 
UK Independence Party, 
Nigel Farage took Twitter 
to express his grief over 
the current situation. 

He tweeted: “A deal in 
Brussels is good news for 
May as we can now move 
on to the next stage of hu-
miliation.”

He called the agree-
ment with Brussels a 
complete capitulation.

Michael Gove, Envi-
ronmental Secretary, who 
was a top Brexit cam-
paigner and competed 
against the current PM 
in a party leadership race 
last year, stated that the 
preliminary agreement is 
just a significant person-
al, political achievement.

However, the most 
hardline Conservative 
MPs decided to remain 
silent regarding the cur-
rent situation. 

EU aims to fight terror in an innovative way

The European Union 
(EU) has been planning 
since a while to link to-
gether its border, visa, 
and fingerprint databases 
so as to plug information 
gaps and fight terrorism 
and international crime in 
an innovation and effec-
tive way.

The European Com-
mission EU, this week, 
urged to upgrade the 
28-nation’s information 
systems in order to give 
the border officers or the 
Europol police agencies 
fast access to more reli-
able data to counter ter-
rors in the region.

In a press conference, 
Dimitris Avramopoulos, 
who is the Migration 

Commissioner of EU, 
stated that the plan is to 
aim to close the gap and 
completely remove blind 
or easily accessed spots 
in the information sys-
tems.

The plan, if succeeds, 
would require Visa, Cus-
toms, Police, and even 
Justice authorities to use 
just one search portal 
which will give access to 
all various databases they 

have the necessary per-
mission to work upon.

The EC reported that 
the move wouldn’t in any 
case compromise data 
protection safeguards 
while it makes easier to 
scrutinize information or 
counter criminals who 
use multiple fake identi-
ties.

Himangshu Das

Doklam standoff puts China and 
India under Immense Pressure
After a 73-day long 

border crisis that ended 
three months ago, Chi-
nese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi met India’s For-
eign Minister Sushma 
Swaraj for the first time 
in the capital of India. 
Mr. Yang told his coun-
terpart that the military 
stand-off in Doklam has 
put immense pressure on 
the relations between the 
two countries.

As per recent reports, 
the China Foreign Min-
ister highlighted the fact 
that it’s important to learn 
the lessons and make sure 
that it does not happen 
again.

He made strong re-
marks at the bilateral 
meeting with India’s For-
eign Minister. Mr. Wang 
was in New Delhi for 
the recently concluded 
meeting between foreign 

ministers of Russia, Chi-
na, and India. He further 
quoted: 

“This year the relation 
between China and India 
has well-maintained the 
momentum of develop-
ment as a whole. 

Both sides have made 
immense efforts in this 
regard, but certainly they 
are not yet very satisfac-
tory.”

He continued: “The 

matter has finally been 
settled peacefully through 
diplomatic means, re-
flecting the maturity of 
our bilateral relation.”

In mid-June, soldiers 
from China began con-
structing a new road and 
crossed the border at 
Sikkim but were stopped 
by Indian troops. Later, 
China reported that it had 
every right to build a road 
on its terrain. 

White girls in UK 
face safety concerns

Gangs of Pakistani-ori-
gin men force white girls 
to consume alcohol and 
drugs before raping and 
sexually abusing them. 
According to a study 
conducted by UK-based 
Quilliam group, it has 
come out that they are 
indulging in such an of-
fensive display as they 
are not being allowed to 
integrate within British 
society due to their Asian 
heritage.

 “We started thinking 
that we could debunk the 
media news that Asians 
are over-represented in 
such crime. But, when 
the final output got into 
light we were alarmed 
and ashamed. 

For both of us being of 
Pakistan origin, this issue 
has become deeply per-
sonal and disturbing,” ex-
pressed Mr. Muna Adil, 

who is one of two authors 
of the report named as 
‘Group Based Child Sex-
ual Exploitation: Dissect-
ing Grooming Gangs’.

Quilliam discovered 
that 222 of 264 convict-
ed for such cases were 
men of Asian origin and 
specifically of Pakistani 
heritage.Only 22 out of 
the lot were black and 
18 were white with two 
offenders not having 
any ethnicity. Everyone 
was left speechless after 
further findings showed 
that Asians make up only 
seven per cent of the UK 
population.

The study went ahead 
to find that young white 
women were deemed as 
easy targets as it is pre-
sumed they’ll open up to 
sexual relationships with 
minimum persuasion.
sion.

Vladimir Putin 
orders Russian 

Troops to 
Backoff

Few days back, Pres-
ident of Russia Vlad-
imir Putin announced 
total rout of the jihadist 
militants from a lesser 
known Islamic State (IS) 
right along the Euphrates 
river valley in eastern 
Syria.

His support has been 
crucial in turning the re-
sult of Syria’s civil war 
in favor of the govern-
ment forces.

According to recent re-
ports, Mr. Putin, during a 
visit to the country’s mil-
itary airbase -Hmeimim, 
decided to give the order 
for a partial withdraw-
al of his Russian troops 
from the Islamic State. 

The President quoted: 
“I decided to order the 
defence minister and the 
chief of general staff to 
withdraw a part of the 
Russian troops to their 
permanent bases.”

Russia shuts its 
Embassy in Yemen
Russia has confirmed 

that it will be temporari-
ly shutting its embassy in 
the Arab country Yemen 
and evacuate all of its 
diplomats with immedi-
ate effect.

Foreign Ministry of 
Russia spokesperson Ma-
ria Zakharova in a press 
conference on Tuesday 
reported that the ambas-
sador and other diplomats 
will, however, be there to 
fulfill their duties from 
Riyadh -the Saudi capital.

Zakharova said the de-
cision to close the em-
bassy in Yemen, the reb-
el-held capital, was made 
keeping in mind the secu-
rity situation in the coun-
try. She refused to elabo-
rate any further.
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People often find it difficult to make a 
choice of their favourite smartphone 
with the market providing an abun-

dance of top quality smartphones.
In the recent months, few of them 

have witnessed a price cut. Here are  
the worthy 5 :

Lenovo K8 Not was launched in 
August this year with a 
market price of Rs. 

12,999 for 3GB and  
32GB internal 

storage. 
However, 

recently the 
5.5-inch full 
HD display 
phone has seen 

Rs. 1,000 been reduced and is easily 
available on Amazon.

Apple iPhone 7 Plus 
is now available at Rs. 
59,000 after the launch 
of iPhone 8, iPhone 
8 Plus, and iPhone 
X. Its comes with 
5.7-inch Retina 
HD Display and is 
available in three 
storage options -32GB, 
128GB, and 256GB.

Samsung Galaxy S8 and S8+ 
saw a price cut of Rs. 6,000 and Rs. 
8,000 respectively. Both are phones are 
powered by an octa-core Exynos Series 9 

processor. 
The 
current 
market 
price are 
Rs. 53,900 
and Rs. 
58,900 
respectively.

Xiaomi Redmi Note 4 has been the 
most sold smartphone of the year. A Rs. 
1,000 price cut is likely to increase its 
sales even more. The 3GB RAM version 
is available at Rs. 9,999 and the 4GB 
RAM is available at 11,999. A 4,100 
mAh battery proves 
it more than worthy 
smartphone.

Samsung Galaxy 
A5 has received 
a huge Rs,10,000 
cut in its original 
price. The dual sim 
5.2-inch long device is now available at 

Rs. 17,990 only. It has a 16-MP rear and 
front camera. 

Go and grab your dream 
phone !

2

3

4

5

5 best smartphones  
with a cut-price

Bollywood actress Kareena Ka-
poor Khan in an interview highlight-
ed the strength of a woman and how 
far she can go to protect herself. She 
explained that women are absolutely 
capable of fighting out of any and ev-
ery situation in life. 37-year-old Ka-
reena spoke about the strength that 
a woman possesses at the red 
carpet of an event in Mumbai 
on Sunday night. A reporter 
asked her to comment on a 
teenage actress’s alleged ha-
rassment by a middle-aged 
man during a flight.

The beautiful ac-
tress quoted: “I 
think women are 
way more superior 
than any man. We 
are real-life fighters 
and whatever the 
situation might be 
in our life, be it per-
sonal or professional, 
we tend to come out 
as fighters.  Like I said 
once, we call our god 
‘Lakshmi’, we pray to 
her and we know she is 
a woman, and moreover, 
when we talk about our 
land, we call it motherland. 
Therefore, women are way 

more superior. We must fight out of 
every situation in life.”

When Kareena was asked who her 
favorite Bollywood actress from the 
current lot, she smartly replied: “All 
the actresses, be it Alia Bhatt, Deep-

ika Padukone or Katrina 
Kaif, I believe all of 

them are great achiev-
ers in their own ca-

reers. Everyone 
of us has worked 
for more than 
12-15 years, 
so taking one 

name wouldn’t 
be fair because, 
for me, I think 

everybody here is 
an achiever.”

Meanwhile, Saif 
Ali Khan’s wife  
is busy wrapping 
her first movie 
with Anil Ka-
poor’s daugh-

ter Sonam 
Kapoor ti-
tled ‘Veere 
Di Wed-

ding’ which is 
scheduled to 
release in May 
next year.

Kareena Kapoor Khan 
says Women are fighters

The 1920 fran-
chise is back with 
its third horror 
movie titled 
–‘1921’. The 
trailer of 1921 
has been released 
and being one of the 
very few franchises 
of horror movies which 
have been widely accept-
ed by the Indian public, 
the trailer takes us back 
to the Victorian spooky 
buildings. Starring Za-
reen Khan and debutant 
Karan Kundra in leading 
roles, the trailer promis-
es more ghosts, polter-
geists, and wraiths.

Additionally, like ev-
ery Vikram Bhatt movie, 

this too has ear-soothing 
songs and erotic kissing 
scenes. Some scenes 
may even remind of 
Conjuring series and  
Insidious. 

Going by the previous 
two installments, 1921 
is also expected to create 
buzz among the public. 
The film is set to release 
on January 12, 2018.

‘1921’ trailer  
OUT and is set to 

scare you

Though the STRANGER Things 
cast members are very young, yet 
they could pose tough competition 
to major stylish icons of the world. 
While Millie Bobby Brown (better 
known by her character name- Elev-
en) looks delightful in every press 
conference, the boys of the trending 
Series are not far behind. 

In a recent photo-shoot, Finn 
Wolfhard killed it with his smoky 
eyes and charming attitude which 
led him to the Seventeen Maga-
zine’s new cover photo. He wore a 
black leather jacket complimented 
by a graphic tee and jeans. 

With the likes of Gaten Matarazzo 
and Noah Schnapp ruling the hearts 
of millions, we can wonder if it’s 
just the beginning of more to come.

STRANGER THINGS   hero  
features in Cover Photo

The Fashion 
Awards 2017 
kicked off 

last week. The cer-
emony, which took 

place at London’s 
Royal Albert Hall, was 

filled with glamorous crowd 
from all over the globe. This 

year’s event included 12 categories of 
awards, three of which were announced 
prior to the start of the event but will be 
presented on the night of the event. 

The Model of the Year was won by Ad-
woa Aboah. Craig Green won the British 
Designer of the Year (Men) for Craig 
Green, while Jonathan Anderson won the 
British Designer of the Year (Womens-

wear) for JW Anderson. Business Leader 
award went to Marco Bizzarri for Gucci 
and the Style Icon was won by much de-
serving Donatella Versace.

The coveted Designer of the Year was 
handed over to 49-year-old Raf Simons 
from Belgium. The award for Special 
Recognition for Innovation was won by 
Stella McCartney.

Fashion 
Awards  

2017
    successfully 

held

‘

‘
Celebrities who Tied-the-Knot in 2017

Bharti Singh & Haarsh Limbachiyaa

Queen of comedy Bharti Singh tied the knot with her longtime boy-
friend Haarsh in Goa on 3rd December. The adorable bride chose to 
wear a pink and blue lehenga. A heavy pair of jewellery added to the 
charm of the 33-year-old who blushed all the way through the ceremo-
ny. Haarsh matched her with a white and blue sherwani.

Ishita Dutta & 
Vatsal Seth

Yuvraj Singh & Hazel Keech

When Zaheer and Sagarika made an appearance to-
gether at the Yuvi-Hazel wedding, rumors went high 
about them dating. However, the couple didn’t take 
long to accept their ongoing relationship and tied the 
knot on November 23. Zaheer broke the news on 
Twitter in the hilarious possible way: “Never laugh 
at your wife’s choices. You are one of them!! Part-
ners for life.
#engaged @sagarikavghatge.”

2011 World Cup winning hero Yu-
vraj Singh gave rest to all dating 
rumors and decided to start a new 
phase of his life with British-born 
Bollywood actress Hazel Keech 
on November 30. In a traditional 
Sikh style, the marriage took place 
at the Fatehgarh Sahib gurudwara 
in Chandigarh. It was followed by 
a lavish reception in Delhi and a 
party in Goa.

Virat Kohli & Anushka 
Sharma

Finally, the Indian Wedding of the Year took 
place in a small village in Italy when Virat 
Kohli tied-the-knot with Anushka Shar-
ma on December 11. The beautiful actress 
looked very pretty in a pink Sabyasachi 
wedding lehenga, while Captain Virat Kohli 
looked fab in a colour-coordinated sherwani 
from the same designer.

Zaheer Khan & Sagarika 
Ghatge

‘Drishyam’ famed actress Ishita Dutta tied the 
knot with her longtime actor beau Vatsal Seth 
at the Iskcon temple in Mumbai on Novem-
ber 28. Sister of former Miss India Tanushree 
Dutta, the 27-year-old bride looked astonish-
ing in her red lehenga while Vatsal looked 
well-groomed in a cream color sherwani.

This year we saw some of our beloved celebrities in the wedding circle with their beloved ones. 
Let’s have a look at a few of them:

We wish them all the very best for this new chapter of life.
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The draw for the Last-16 of 
Champions League took place 
this week in Lyon. Former 
Liverpool great Xabi Alon-
so expressed his happiness 
over the number of English 
teams present for the round.

The rules of the draw were 
that no other team from the 
same group can go against 
each other in the Round-16 
and no team from the same 
League will be playing against 
each other. Meanwhile, the 
runners-up of each group 
will play their first match at 
their home. The matches will 
be played in two legs to be 
held in February and March.

Chelsea facing Barcelona 
will bring back hard mem-
ories of 2009, while Real 
Madrid drawing against Par-
is Saint-German will be the 
biggest match THIS SEA-
SON. Juventus have to watch 
out for Tottenham at Wemb-
ley, whereas Sevilla possess 

a threat to the Red Devils.
Former Chelsea Star Frank 

Lampard, who was part of the 
Blues team that made their 
way past the Catalans in the 
2011-12 season, took to twit-
ter to express his honest views 

regarding the fixture. He stat-
ed that although, it will be a 
tough draw but it promises 
to be equally exciting. Xabi 
Alonso, however, noted that 
Real taking on PSG will be 
the best match of this season.

India’s pride and world number 
three PV Sindhu has been part of the 
entire 12 Super Series Tournament 
this season and is very much satis-
fied with whatever she has achieved so 
far this season. Her final attempt this 
year will be to win the season-ending 
$1,000,000 Dubai World Super Series 
Final to be held from December 13.

The Rio Olympic silver medallist is 
drawn against lower ranked Hi Bing-
jiao of China in the single event of 
women. It should not be a problem 
for the Indian shuttler to overcome 
her first hurdle in the competition. 

Sindhu has been grouped with world 
number two Akane Yamaguchi of Japan, 
world number 15 Sayako Sato of Japan, 
and world number nine Hi Bingjiao of Chi-
na in Group A where all the four players 
will have to compete against each other.

Sindhu has been quite success-
ful this season so far after clinch-
ing the Indian Open Super Series 
along with Korea Open Super Series. 
She came second at Glasgow World 
Championship and Hong Kong Open.

In an interview, the 22-year-old quoted: 
“It has been a very good year and I am 
happy with my performances. I won two 
Super Series and came runners-up and 
also a silver at World Championship. I 
have no regrets so far because I did pretty 
well this season. But, I really hope the year 
ends on a good note at the Dubai Super 
Series Finals. I hope I’ll do well there.”

In the other group, i.e., Group B, there 
will be world no. 1 Tai Tzu Ying of China, 
Sung Ji Hyun of Korea (world no. 5), world 
no. 6 Ratchanok  Intanon of Thailand and 
lastly, world no. 8 Chen Yufei of China.

However, the tournament will miss 
2 top players - world champion No-
zomi Okuhara and Olympic Gold 
Medalist Carolina Marin of Spain.

Indian Cricket 
team will host 81 
matches across all 
the three-formats 
between 2019 and 
2023. BCCI has also 
taken into consider-
ation that in order to 
keep the players in-
jury-free and boosted 
up, it has decided to 
prune the Test match 
schedule against 

lower-ranked teams.
The revised Future 

Tour Programme 
was approved at the 
Board’s Special Gen-
eral Body Meeting in 
a move that will see 
India play almost half 
of its games against 
the three top-tier 
teams –Australia, 
South Africa, and 
England. The major 

format most like-
ly to be played will 
be bilateral ODIs. 

Acting Secretary 
Amitabh Chaudhary 
addressed the me-
dia when asked how 
Kohli’s fatigue issue 
will be looked upon: 
“During 2015-2019, 
the Indian cricket 
team had 390 play-
ing days across all 

formats (home and 
abroad). But, the new 
proposal between 
2019 and 2023 will 
see them playing for 
just 306 days. How-
ever, this excludes 
the ICC Champions 
Trophy and World 
Cup, both of which 
will be hosted by 
India in 2021 and 
2023 respectively.”

A ruthless New 
Zealand bowled out 
West Indies just be-
fore tea-break on the 
fourth day to register 
a huge 240-run vic-
tory in the second 
Test at Hamilton to 
conclude the se-
ries with a 2-0 win.

New Zealand set a 
mammoth target of 
444 runs but West In-
dies made a mess of 
it right from the start. 
NZ bowlers never 
allowed the oppo-
sition batsmen to 
settle with Mitchell 
Santner taking wick-
ets on successive 
balls to end the tour-
ists’ second innings 
on 203 for 9. Sunil 

Ambris didn’t come 
out to bat after he 
was declared retired 
hurt when he broke 
his arm off a Neil 
Wagner Delivery.

In the second in-
nings, Trent Boult 

became only the sixth 
player from New 
Zealand to clinch 200 
wickets when he got 
Brathwaite caught in 
the gully. Ross Tay-
lor also registered 
his name in the re-

cord books when he 
joined Martin Crowe 
and Kane Williamson 
on 17 Test centuries.

NZ had earlier 
won the first Test 
match convincing-
ly in Wellington. 

NZ thrashes West Indies to 
win Series 2-0

Rohit Sharma made it to 
the record books on Wednes-
day when he became the 
first cricketer on earth to hit 
three double centuries in 
ODIs. His swashbuckling 
208 runs off 153 balls helped 
India to a huge 141 run win 
against Sri Lanka in the sec-
ond ODI played in Mohali. 

Captaining the team in the 
absence of Virat Kohli, Rohit 
stole the show with 13 classy 
boundaries and a dozen huge 
sixes. Opener Shikhar Dha-
wan and Shreyas Iyer sup-
ported their captain to fire 
India to 392 for 4 wickets. Sri 
Lanka crushed under pressure 
and could manage just 251. 
However, Angelo Mathews 
showed some resistance 
with a fighting 111 but got 
no help from the other end.

Rohit got to his first 100 runs 
off 115 balls, but thereafter he 
ran through every bowler to 

complete his second 100 of the 
innings in just 36 balls. This 

third double century came on 
the day of his second marriage 

anniversary, and while he 
raised the bat to celebrate the 
incredible feat, Mrs. Sharma 
had tears of joy in the stands.

Talking about his previous 
two double centuries, on one 
instance, Rohit hit 264 against 
Sri Lanka at the Eden Gar-
dens three years ago, while 
his maiden double century 
came four years back against 
Australia when he scored 209.

Interestingly, only Sachin 
Tendulkar, Virender Se-
hwag, big Jamaican Chris 
Gayle, and  New Zealand 
opener Martin Guptill have 
scored a double century pre-
viously in 50-over cricket.

With this mammoth vic-
tory in Mohali, India goes 
level with the Sri Lankas 
in the three-match series. 
The final and deciding 
One-Day-International will 
be played at Visakhapatnam 
on Sunday, December 17.

Rohit Sharma stole the show as 
India goes level with Sri Lanka

Gambhir helped Delhi to secure 
a place in the semi-finals of the on-
going Ranji Trophy. This ends Del-
hi’s eight-year-long wait to enter the 
semis of the domestic tournament.

Delhi defeated Madhya Pradesh in an 
evenly contested match. They chased 
down the target of 217 with seven wick-
ets still in the bag, courtesy of a fine 95 
by the 36-year-old. Gambhir looked in 
good touch right from the start smash-
ing nine fours and one towering six but 
fell short by 5 runs of what could have 
been his third century of the season.

MP’s 40-year-old captain Devendra 
Bundela, who probably played his last 
first-class match stated that a target of 
260 would have been tough for the op-
position. But, the match was lost in the 
first innings where they were bundled 
out cheaply in a good batting track.

Delhi will now face Bengal in the 
semi-final, who got the better of defending 
champions Gujarat in the first quarter-final. 

In the other quarter-finals, Karnata-

ka had a thumping win against Mumbai 
by an innings and 20 runs, and will go 
all guns out in the semi-final when they 
face Vidarbha who defeated Kerala.

Delhi enters Semis, defending Champions 
Gujarat Knocked Out

Champions League Round-16 DRAW 
out, Real Madrid against PSG

Himangshu Das

81 matches scheduled for India, 
mostly with Elite teams

PV Sindhu determined to win Dubai World Super Series Final

Manchester is Blue! City beats United 
2-1 at Old Trafford

Manchester City painted 
Manchester Blue on Sunday 
when they defeated Man-
chester United 2-1 at Old 
Trafford. The win has helped 
City to strengthen their 
lead at the top by 11 points. 
Man United was unable to get 
the ball off City near the right 
corner flag during the last few 
minutes. City won the Der-
by in a high-voltage game, 
but in the later stages of the 
game, United lost possession 
of the ball a touch too much. 
David Silva scored in the 44th 
minute after Romelu Lukaku 
messed up with the ball in his 
own half. However, United got 
back with a stunning count-
er-attack with Marcus Rash-
ford finding the back of the net. 
Another Lukaku error helped 

Nicolas Otamendi restore 
the lead in the second half. 
David de Gea could do less 
with both the strikes as it 
was Lukaku who hand-
ed the ball to his opposi-
tion just in front of the goal.
Pep Guardiola was very 
happy with the away win 
over rival Jose Mourinho 
but told his players to stay 
calm as they are not even 

half-way into the season.
After 16 games, the Citi-
zens are still unbeaten in the 
league. City saw out a record 
14th straight Premier League 
win, a record previously held 
by Chelsea. They extend-
ed the streak to 15 games 
when they defeated Swansea 
City last Wednesday by 4-0.
United stay second with 38 
points, 3 points above Chelsea.

Himangshu Das

Himangshu Das

      The FINAL DRAW :
  1) Juventus vs Tottenham
  2) Basel vs Man City
  3) Porto vs Liverpool
  4) Sevilla vs Man United
  5) Real Madrid vs PSG
  6) Shakhtar vs Roma
  7) Chelsea vs Barcelona
  8) Bayern Munich vs Besiktas

Defending Champions Aizawl FC wins their 
first home game

Himangshu Das

Defending champion Aizawl 
FC defeated Goa-based Chur-
chill Brothers by a superb goal 
to take home three points from 
their first home match in this 
season of the Hero I-League.
Recently-signed Japanese 
striker Yugo Kobayashi 
scored a goal in the 88th min-
ute to bring a sigh of relief for 
the home fans who filled the 
stadium with the team’s flag.
Churchill coach shuffled the 
squad and made three chang-
es to his playing XI that faced 
Mohun Bagan in their previ-
ous match. Suraj and Israil 
Gurung got the opportunity 
in place of Karthik Govind-
swamy and Emuejeraye Pre-
cious who failed to retain 
their place in the starting XI.

The defending champions 

dominated possession for the 
better part of the first half but 
were not able to create any 
clear-cut chances. However, 
in the second half, the home 
side upped their tempo and 
created several big chanc-
es but still failed to get the 
finishing touch on the ball 
until Kobayashi did in the 

dying moments of the game.
Aizawl FC now has four 
points from two games to 
move up to the fifth spot on 
the league table but Churchill 
Brothers’ nightmare contin-
ues to rout at the bottom of 
the table meanwhile, Aiza-
wl will face Shillong Lajong 
in their next home game.
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