
April 4 saw the start of 
Commonwealth Games 
(CWG) 2018 in the 
host city of Gold Coast, 
Queensland in Australia. 
With 71 teams partici-
pating in the 21st edi-
tion of the international 
multi-sport event for the 
members of the Com-
monwealth, India’s per-
formance in the games is 
outstanding and has be-
come remarkable in the 
history of Indian Games. 
It is the first time for 
India that our Athletes 
brought highest num-
ber of Gold medals ever 
in any Commonwealth 
Games.

Krishna Poonia was 
undoubtedly the start 
of India’s victory spree 
at the Commonwealth 
Games by getting One 
Gold leading a clean 

sweep of Women’s 
Discus Throw. The 
second Gold was 
clinched in Women’s 
4x400m relay. Three 
new national records 
were also made by Pra-
jusha in Women’s tripla 
jump, Maheshwary in 
Men’s triple jump and 
by Men’s 4x400m relay 
team. 

But it is shooting that 
has seen India shine 
and collect the most 
medals. Manu Bhaker, 
Jitu Rai, Heena Sidhu, 
Shreyasi Singh, Mehu-
li Ghosh, Ravi Kumar, 
Om Prakash Mitharval, 
Apurvi Chandela and 
Ankur Mittal have made 
podium finishes. 

For India, second most 
medals at the Common-
wealth Games have 
come from weightlifting. 

Weight-
lifters won 
nine medals overall 
— six by men and three 
by women. P Gururaja 
opened India’s medal 
campaign at the Games 
before Mirabai Chan-
ubecame the first gold 
medallist. Later, Sanjita 
Chanu, Sathish Sival-
ingam, Venkat Rahul 
Ragala, Punam Yadav, 
Pardeep Singh, Deepak 
Lather and Vikas Thakur 
added to the list. 

Whilst the day most-
ly belonged to Indian 
women athletes, men too 
weren’t far behind. Ace 

shoot-
er Ravi 

Kumar won bronze in 
10m air rifle men's finals 
and lifter Vikas Thak-
ur finished third in the 
men’s 94 kg weightlift-
ing competition. 

But the most pleasant 
surprise came later in 
the day when the Indi-
an women’s table tennis 
team scripted history by 
winning the first ever 
yellow medal at the 
Commonwealth Games.
In other noteworthy 
performances, five-time 
world champion M C 
Mary Kom confirmed a 

medal in the 48 kg cat-
egory as she advanced 
to the semifinals of the 
boxing event. 

An unforgettable win-
ning by India was finally 
led by Badminton Player 

Saina Nehwal in Wom-
en’s Singles final when 
she had an unbeaten 4-0 
record against her oppo-
nent; Malaysia’s Wong 
Mew Choo and won the 
Gold medal.
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On Day 6 of 
CWG, Gagan Na-
rang and Chain 
Singh failed to 
clinch gold for the 
in Men’s 50m ri-
fle prone event in 
Gold Coast. While 
the former 8-time 
CWG gold medal-
list finished in the 
7th position with 
a good start Chain 
Singh finished in 
4th.

But the country has 
complete faith in Shoot-
ing over with Heena Sid-
hu and Annu Singh yet 

in Women’s 25m pistol 
final event. Annu Singh, 
who scored 293 in the 
precision round, in the 
rapid round scored 291 

and get a total of 584 
and stood second in the 
qualifying round. Hee-
na Sidhu, who scored 
286 in precision scored 

293 in rapid and 
received a total of 
579 and enter the fi-
nal. She stood third 
in the qualifying 
round. 

Brilliant shoot-
ing from Heena has 
completely changed 
the game as she sets 
the Games record 
by hitting the tar-
get 38 times out of 
her 50 shots. After 

winning silver in the 
10m air pistol event, she 
swaps the colour of her 
medal to gold in the 25m 
pistol event.

The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation's 
navigation satellite 
INRSS-1I was today 
launched by PSLV-C41 
from the spaceport here 
and successfully placed 
in the designated orbit. 
(Isro) has faced amid a 
tough time when the space 
agency is struggling to 
restore the snapped link 
with its recently launched 
communication satellite 
Gsat-6A.

An ISRO official said, 
Mission blasted off at 
4.04 am from the first 
launch pad at the Sathish 
Dhawan Space Centre. 

The textbook launch 
of PSLV-C41 took 
place in four stages 
and the total time tak-
en for the rocket to put 
the satellite into the 
intended orbit was 19 
minutes.

ISRO Chairman K 
Sivan congratulated 
the scientists behind it 
and described the mis-
sion as a success. He said 
IRNSS-1I was success-
fully placed in the desig-
nated orbit.

IRNSS-1I is expected 
to replace IRNSS-1A, 
the first of the seven nav-
igation satellites, whose 

three Rubidium atomic 
clocks had stopped work-
ing two years ago. The 
malfunctioning of the 
Europe-imported atom-
ic clocks in IRNSS-1A 
made it difficult to mea-
sure precise locational 

data from the satellite. 
When the time signal 
is missing, getting true 
positional accuracy be-
comes a problem. There-
fore, Isro felt a need to 
replace faulty satellite 
IRNSS-1A.

Karnataka polls: Fake 
Congress candidate 

list in circulation

Indian Team continues 
to glitter at CWG 18

Mark Zuckerberg: Facebook is 
in an 'arms race' with Russia

The moment after the 
fake list of Congress can-
didates for upcoming as-
sembly elections in Kar-
nataka was circulated on 
social media, Karnataka 
chief minister Siddara-
maiah clarified that the 
Congress party had yet 
not finalized the list of 
candidates for the upcom-
ing state assembly polls.

He said in a tweet, “I am 
told that a list of Congress 
candidates for Karnataka 
election is under circula-
tion. The AICC has not 
approved the list of can-
didates yet. The list under 
circulation is fake.”

He further added, 
“Please don’t patronize 
products of the #Fake-
News factory.”

AICC General Secre-
tary in-charge of Karna-
taka KC Venugopal, in a 
statement, said, "A fake 
press release from AICC 

regarding the names of 
Congress candidates for 
the legislative assembly 
election Karnataka is be-
ing circulated in social 
media."  

In order to attend the 
party’s steering committee 
meeting to screen the can-
didates for the state polls, 
Karnataka chief minister 
visited to capital. After the 
steering committee meet-
ing, Siddaramaiah left for 
Bengaluru and is likely to 
visit Delhi again on Fri-
day to finalise the list.

The deliberations could 
continue for the next two 
days and a list of 224 
constituencies would be 
placed before the central 
election committee for the 
final approval on April 13, 
sources revealed.

The BJP has announced 
its first list of candidates 
for the Karnataka polls to 
be held on May 12.

Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg has begun a 
two-day congressional 
inquisition told US sen-
ators that his company is 
in a constant battle with 
Russian operators seek-
ing to exploit the social 
network.

He said, "This is an 
arms race. They're going 
to keep getting better."

Answering all ques-
tions in the wake of the 
Cambridge Analytica 
data collection scandal, 
Mr Zuckerberg said, 

"We've deployed new 
AI tools that do a bet-
ter job of identifying 
fake accounts that may 
be trying to interfere in 
elections or spread mis-
information.”

"This is an arms race. 
They're going to keep 
getting better," he said.

He also unveiled that 
Robert Mueller, the 
special counsel investi-
gating alleged Russian 

meddling in the 2016 
election, had inter-
viewed Facebook staff. 
In February, Mr Muel-
ler's office charged 13 
Russians with interfer-
ence in the 2016 elec-
tion, along with three 
Russian companies.

He further added: 
"Our work with the spe-
cial counsel is confiden-
tial and I want to make 
sure that in an open ses-
sion I'm not revealing 
something that's confi-
dential."

The 33-year-old in-
ternet mogul said, 
"They're going to keep 
on getting better at this 
and we need to invest 
in keeping on getting 
better at this too." And 
further added, "We're 
going to have more than 
20,000 people by the 
end of this year work-
ing on security and con-
tent review across the  
company."

PG #5 PG #7

Trump menace Syria strike, indicate Russia 
shares blame for chemical attack

First India-Nordic summit to boost ties with 5 
nations on April 17

quote / unquote

Judiciary must collectively stand up 
to Government . Capitulation not a 
constitutional option . Posterity will not 
forgive you if you do .

Indian companies have been encouraged 
by economic policies of Zambia. They 
are keen to create new ventures in 
partnership with the Zambian people 
and local communities. The Double 
Taxation Avoidance Agreement will give 
a boost to our economic engagement 
#PresidentKovind

Our relationship with Russia is worse now 
than it has ever been, and that includes 
the Cold War. There is no reason for 
this. Russia needs us to help with their 
economy, something that would be very 
easy to do, and we need all nations to 
work together. Stop the arms race?

In the past one year, there has been a 
magnificent growth in digital payments 
through RuPay PoS, showing that 
the Indian economy is rapidly moving 
towards a digital economy. #DigitalIndia

Kapil Sibal, 
(Former HRD Minister of India)

Ram nath Kovind, 
(President of India)

Donald J. trump,
(President of the US)

Ravi Shankar Prasad,
(Minister of India)

CWG 18: Heena Sidhu breaks record, 
clinched gold in 25m pistol shooting event

ISRO successfully launches INRSS-1I 
navigation satellite to replace faulty IRNSS-1A

World 
Heritage 

Day

18 April

2018 COMMONWEALTH GAMES

Nation Gold Silver Bronze Total
Australia 72 55 57 184

England 42 38 41 121

India 25 16 18 59

New Zealand 15 39 26 80

South Africa 13 11 13 37

Canada 12 15 14 41

Scotland 10 12 14 36

Wales 9 13 21 43

Cyprus 9 8 6 23

Samoa 8 1 5 14

Medal table
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This fast paced society does not hold time and 
space for the mentally and physically challenged 
children. They are often neglected and laughed 
upon for their disabilities. Whenever we pass across 
them either we make sad face to show sympathy or 
feel dishearten. But few of us ever thought of doing 
something for them to add glory in their lives and 
among few Anubhuti Life Step.

 In the realization of these hardships, Anubhuti 
Life Steps is doing a commendable job in providing 
certain basic requirements to the disabled people. 
They are developing the academic and non academ-
ic skills of the mentally challenged children. They 
are trying to reach out to the specially-abled chil-
dren of our society by providing them with several 
therapies such as physiotherapy, speech therapy, oc-
cupational therapy etc, skill development program, 
day care centre, health facilities, genetic counseling 
and sexual problems. Anubhuti Life Steps is a resi-
dential institute of special children run by Anubhuti 
Educational and social welfare Society. We making 
voluntary registered organization, wholly dedicated 
to the welfare of the mentally challenged children 
and adolescent, who all are specially able in their 
own way. The organisation have complete faith in 
"Give people more than they expect, and do it cheer 
fully". The organisation growing rapidly with the 
motive to see  the glowing face of parents reflect-
ing rays of hope and smiling face of these special 
children forever. Anubhuti’s each and every efforts 
are directed towards same good that is to enhance 
abilities in these children which will enable them to 
live more meaningful and independent life.

Editorial

Politics will is 
even more im-

portant than profes-
sional skills for ad-
dressing India’s health 
in the next decade. 
There should be po-
litical will to elevate 
health to the top tier of 
national development 
agenda. Economy, 
equality and electabili-
ty together will consti-
tute the will. Recogni-
tion that it is necessary 
to invest in health for 
accelerating econom-
ic growth has finally 
become an axiom of 
global development  
agenda. 

The imperative of 
promoting health qual-
ity to bridge huge gaps 
in major health indi-
cators across different 
social, geographical 
and gender groups 
is call to conscience 
that politicians recog-
nize and respond to, 
whether on their way 

or through pressure 
exerted by civil soci-
ety. Health is also now 
becoming an important 
electoral issue, with 
provision of essential 
health services generat-
ing political popularity 
of the universal health 
coverage (UHC). In 
India, we are seeing 
the stirrings of a sim-
ilar response to health 
policies that please the 
people.

India’s health plan-
ning as well as design, 
delivery and evaluation 
of health programmes 
has suffered because of 
minimal investment in 
training and develop-
ment of public health 
professionals. Tamil 
Nadu was the only state 
with a designated pub-
lic Health Cadre in its 
health services, has the 
best functioning health 
system.  Public health 
training institutions 
have to be strength-

ened and expanded to 
create professionals 
who can be effective-
ly utilized in central 
and state level public 
health cadres across the  
country.

Can we radically 
transform India’s health 
system and improve 
our health indicators 
by 2022, when inde-
pendent India turns 75? 
Some of the initiatives 
proposed above can 
be implemented soon, 
such as the provision of 
essential of drugs and 
diagnostic. Others will 
take time, like enough 
doctors and nurses to 
meet the needs of an 
expanding health sys-
tem. However, much 
can be achieved over 
8 years, for the Prime 
Minister to proudly 
proclaim from the Red 
Fort that India’s prog-
ress in health matches 
its economic develop-
ments. 

ANubHuTI LIfe STep
ReSIdeNTIAL INSTITITe Of 
SpeCIAL CHILdReN

Statewide shutdown in Kerala against dilution of SC/ST act
The 12-hour shutdown 

called by 30 Dalit or-
ganisations to protest 
against the dilution of 
the Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes 
(Prevention of Atroci-
ties) Act has paralysed 
normal life across the 
state.

This is the second 
shutdown in a week af-
ter the 24-hour Bharat 
bandh called by Left 
trade unions on April 2.

The state-owned Road 
Transport Corporation, 
private bus operators 
and traders body earli-
er announced that they 
would function nor-
mally. An earlier an-
nouncement was made 
the state-owned Road 

Transport Corporation, 
private bus operators 
and traders' body had 
earlier would function 
normally. The protesters 
tried to block govern-
ment and private vehi-
cles and in some places, 
the state-owned buses 
ran its fleet with po-
lice protection. A state-
owned bus was stoned in  
Kollam.

The leader of protest 
Geetanandan and his 
supporters were taken 
into custody for attempt-
ing to block traffic on 
Monday. He told media 
that "The report that we 
have got from across the 
State is that by and large, 
the protest appears to 
have become a success. 

There is no reason for 
taking us into custody."

Teachers, who were to 
reach the camps for the 
evaluation of the Class 
10 examinations paper 
were held up after traf-
fic was halted in Kollam 
district.

A group of female 
teachers were quoted as 

saying by IANS. “Don’t 
think we can reach the 
camp on time. We de-
cided to come after the 
state government had 
assured us that traffic 
would not be stopped 
and the police had tak-
en all steps to prevent 
it. But now we are  
stranded.”

PM Narendra Modi flags off India's first 
high-speed locomotive train in Bihar
Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi to-
day flagged off In-
dia's first all-elec-
tric high-speed 
locomotive in Bi-
har, developed at 
Madhepura's Elec-
tric Locomotive 
Factory. The ad-
dition of all-elec-
tric high-speed 
locomotive is the 
first big Make-in-
India project completed 
by Alstom of France. 
Before the launch of the 
high-speed locomotive 
train, the most powerful 
electric engine in India 
was of 6,000 HP.

Under the agreement 
with Alstom, India will 
get 800 high horsepow-
er electric locomotives 
over the next 11 years, 
at a cost of Rs. 20,000 
crore. This will be the 
first of 40 locomotives 
expected to roll out of 

the factory by the end of 
March 2020.

According to Alstom, 
the all-electric locomo-
tives will aim to bring 
down operating costs for 
the Railways and also 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Besides the first 
all-electric high-speed 
locomotive, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
dedicated the state-of-
the-art Madhepura fac-
tory, which is a high-val-

ue FDI joint venture 
with French rolling 
stock giant Alstom to 
the country. 

In line with the PM 
Modi government's and 
Indian Railways' target 
of 100-percent electri-
fication and these new 
locomotives will not 
only bring down the 
operating cost for the 
railways but signifi-
cantly cut down green-
house gas emissions as  
well.

Rahul Gandhi: poll battle is an ideological 
fight between Karnataka and Nagpur

yogi quoted pM as 'iron man' for fast-tracking development

Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi took 
the poll battle to a 
new height by call-
ing it an “ideological 
fight between Karna-
taka(Congress) and 
Nagpur (RSS head-
quarters)”.

Before heading out 
for what turned out 
to be a hectic day 
in Bengaluru, Ra-
hul appeared relaxed 
and interacted with jour-
nalists. He went around 
speaking to journalists at 
each table — answering 
questions and offering 
insights where a number 
of them scattered around 
the hall in a five-star ho-
tel. He surprised a chef 
by offering to pose for a 
photograph with him at a 
dosa counter.

Rahul said, “The Con-
gress believes the people 
of Karnataka do not need 
Nagpur and people like 

Mohan Bhagwat who 
wear shorts and wield a 
lathi.”

He further added, “Peo-
ple in Karnataka and Ben-
galuru are by nature an 
affectionate lot, who lis-
ten to you, embrace you. 
Congress can learn a lot 
from Karnataka and Ben-
galuru’s culture. I have 
always loved Bengaluru 
where people come from 
everywhere. We (Con-
gress) believe Karnataka 
doesn’t need Nagpur to 

run itself.”
Claiming that BJP’s 

downfall has already be-
gun he said it is clear in 
the behaviour of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP national presi-
dent Amit Shah — “For 
the first time after 2014, 
the anti-BJP voice is 
getting louder and an-
ti-BJP parties are com-
ing together. Congress 
will join hands with them 
and defeat the BJP,” he  
said.

Una teacher arrested over 
leaking Class 10 Maths 

exam, police say case solved

The Delhi Crime 
Branch has solved the 
CBSE Class X Mathe-
matics paper leak case 
as crime branch of Delhi 
Police on Thursday ar-
rested a woman in con-
nection with the leak of 
Central Board of Secu-
rity Education (CBSE) 
class 10 Mathematics 
examination paper.

According to sources, 
Rakesh Kumar Sharma, 
the CBSE exam super-
intendent in Una, Hi-
machal Pradesh where 
the CBSE exams were 
being held has leaked 
the question paper.The 
Police said Kumar con-
fessed to leaking the 

class X Maths paper 
during questioning.

Last week, three peo-
ple, including a teacher, 
were arrested from Hi-
machal Pradesh in con-
nection with the leak of 
Class 12 Economics pa-
per. Police were tracking 
the three persons – the 
teacher, a clerk and a 
support staff – and fi-
nally nabbed them from 
Himachal.

The police had earlier 
said that the leak of the 
papers happened either 
at the board level or at 
the time when they were 
kept in the banks.

The economics paper 
was leaked on March 

23 - three days before 
the exam date - in Hi-
machal Pradesh's Una 
town and was shared on 
social networking site 
WhatsApp by at least 40 
groups. The scandal gets 
exposed after an enve-
lope containing four im-
ages of a hand-written 
copy of the question pa-
per was delivered to the 
CBSE Headquarters in 
Delhi on the day of the 
exam i.e. March 26.  

On March 30, the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary 
Education announced 
it would re-conduct the 
Class 12 economics 
exam throughout the 
country on April 25.

Narendra Modi reached Patna to 
attend Champaran Satyagraha's 

centenary celebration

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi reached Patna 
in an Indian Air Force 
aircraft today to attend 
the concluding ceremo-
ny of the Champaran 
Satyagraha's centenary 
celebrations in Motihari.

Bihar Governor 
Saatyapal Malik, Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar, 
Union Minister Ram 
Vilas Paswan and sev-
eral senior BJP leaders 
have gone to receive Na-
rendra Modi.

In the celebration with 
the theme 'Satyagrah se 
Swachhagrah', Narendra 
Modi is slated to address 
over 20,000 swachha-
grahis from across the 
country engaged in cre-
ating awareness among 
people to construct toi-
lets and avoid defecation 
in open. He will also lay 
the foundation stone for 
four sewerage projects.

On April 10, 1917, 

Mahatma Gandhi 
launched the Champaran 
Satyagraha to fight for 
rights of farmers who 
were forced to under-
take indigo cultivation 
against the British.

Swachhagrahis are 
'foot soldiers' and moti-
vators to implement the 
Community Approaches 
to Sanitation at the vil-
lage level.

About Champaran Sa-
tyagrah, Patna district 
public relation officer 
(DPRO) Anil Kumar 
Chaudhary said, “Ma-
hatma Gandhi had visit-
ed Bihar for the first time 
and held a meeting on 
April 10, 1917, for farm-
ers engaged in forced 
indigo farming. He lat-
er launched an agitation 
known as Champaran 
Satyagraha. The pro-
gramme is being orga-
nized to commemorate 
the occasion.”

Chennai’s MA Chidambaram stadium 
turns into fortress of 4,000 cops

With the Chennai Super 
Kings set to play their first 
match at the MA Chidam-
baram stadium on Tues-
day at their home. The city 
police are planning to turn 
the MAC Stadium into 
a fortress 13 IPS officers 
and over 4,000 personnel 
exclusively allocated to 
ensure that no untoward 
incident take place due to 
tensions stemming from 
the Cauvery dispute.

The battle is between 
Chennai Super Kings 
takes on the Kolkata 
Knight Riders as their 
first home match upon 
return.

Apart from the match 
venue, heavy security 
arrangements have been 

deployed in hotels on 
Chamiers Road and Ethi-
raj Salai, where the two 
teams — Chennai Super 
Kings and Kolkata Knight 
Riders — are staying.

Additional Commis-
sioner, South, MC Saran-
gan Sarangan, who will 
be heading the entire se-
curity set-up said “Due to 
the threat of protests, 13 
Deputy Commissioners 
of Police, 7 Additional 
Deputy Commissioners 
of Police, 29 Assistant 
Commissioners of Police, 
100 Inspectors and 4,000 
armed reserve police per-
sonnel will be on guard 
for the stadium both in-
side and outside from the 
morning.” 

Yogi Adityanath, Chief 
Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh has released a 
statement in which he 
has quoted Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi an 
"iron man" for acceler-
ating the pace of devel-
opment in the country. 
This “Iron Man" sobri-

quet is used to describe 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
the first home minister 
for his uncompromising 
commitment to unify the 
country post-Indepen-
dence.
Adityanath also equated 
Modi's leadership with 
that of Mahatma Gandhi 

and Patel while address-
ing a gathering of monks 
in Visnagar town in Me-
hsana district. "Imme-
diately after Indepen-
dence, when Iron Man 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
had visited Saurashtra, 
he pledged to renovate 
the Somnath Temple. 

This pledge could have 
been taken for other 
parts of the country as 
well but it was the ef-
fect of Gujarat's soil... 
It's a holy land that gave 
leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi and Iron Man 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
to the country in difficult 

times”.
He further added, "And 
today, the country is 
similarly surging rapidly 
ahead under the leader-
ship of iron man Naren-
dra Modiji to reach the 
top of the world, some-
thing which we had nev-
er dreamt before.”
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Dalit protest across the 
country has witnessed 
massive violence in dif-
ferent parts of the coun-
try leading to the death 
of nine people, against 
the alleged dilution of 
the SC/ST (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act by the 
Supreme Court. Bharat 
Bandh against caste-
based reservation in edu-
cation and jobs has been 

called on Tuesday.
The Union Home Min-

istry has issued a nation-
wide advisory to ensure 
that adequate security 
measures on Monday at 
a place to prevent any vi-
olence during the bandh. 
In some of the districts, 
including Jaipur, internet 
services were suspend-
ed from 10 pm Monday 
night to 10 pm Tuesday 

night while IGs and SPs 
across the state have 
specifically been asked 
to take stringent action 
against those who in-
dulge into violence.

The bandh call has 
not been endorsed by 
any major outfit. Lit-
tle-known groups, such 
as Sarv Samaj from Ra-
jasthan, have also issued 
statements calling for the 
bandh. 

According to securi-
ty sources, calls for an 
anti-quota bandh started 
circulating on social me-
dia after Dalit protests 
last week.

Separate security alerts 
have also been issued in a 
number of states, particu-
larly in Madhya Pradesh, 
Uttar Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan, from where the 

deaths were reported on 
April 2.

NRK Reddy, additional 
director general (ADG), 
Law and order, Rajasthan 
police told TOI, “We 
have asked all the IGs 
and SPs to take whatever 
preventive action in the 
wake of the Bandh call. 
If they feel they need to 
suspend internet services 
they can. As per need, 
the deployment of CPMF 
would be organized at 
various parts of the state.”

According to the sourc-
es in the police one com-
pany of border security 
force(BSF) has also been 
put on standby mode in 
Jaipur. A senior officer 
said, “We will not hesi-
tate to use force in case 
troubles are made by 
some miscreants.”
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Karnataka Elections 2018 : BJP releases first list of 72 
candidates; Yeddyurappa to battle from Shikaripura
BJP’s Central Election 

Committee has released its 
first list of 72 candidates to 
contest in the 12 May Kar-
nataka Assembly elections 
for the 224 seats across 
the southern state on Sun-
day. The list discloses that 
BJP's chief ministerial 
candidate for Karnataka, 
BS Yeddyurappa, will con-
test from Shikaripura as-
sembly constituency.

BJP in a statement re-
leased by its state unit 
said, "The central election 
committee of the party has 
decided the first 72 names 
for the ensuing Karnata-
ka Legislative Assembly 
elections.”

It further added Veteran 
state leaders Jagadish Shet-

tar and KS Eswarappa will 
contest from Hubli Dhar-
wad Central and Shimoga 
Assembly seats, respec-
tively. The committee met 
under the party's national 
president Amit Shah and 
among its members, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh and External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
attended the meeting ear-
lier tonight to finalize the 
candidates for the polls.

JP Nadda, senior party 
leader released the list of 
72 candidates following 
the committee's meeting. 
The BJP has also fielded 
its Lok Sabha MP B Srira-
mulu in the polls.

BS Yeddyurappa from 

Shikaripura, KS Esh-
warappa from Shivamog-
ga, Jagadish Shettar from 
Hubli-Dharwad Central, 
Basavaraj Bommai from 
Shiggaon, CM Udasi 
from Hangal, KV Hegde 
from Sirsi and B. Srira-
mulu from Molakalmuru 
(reserved) are prominent 
nominees are the party's 
chief ministerial face 

Across the state, among 
224 assemblies, 173 are 

general, 36 reserved for the 
Scheduled Castes (SCs) 
and 15 for the Scheduled 
Tribes (STs). Among 72 
contestants only three 
women names were there 
- Sashikala Jolle from Nip-
pani assembly segment in 
the state's northwest re-
gion, Roopali Naik from 
Karwar in the coastal area 
and Poornima Srinivas 
from Hiriyur in the central 
part.

PM takes to the skies as Chennai 
protesters take to the streets

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi who has visit-
ed Chennai for multiple 
events on Thursday, has 
faced criticism from local 
parties over his 'security' 
arrangements. Massive 
security arrangements 
have been made to ensure 
that the PM flies to both 
the events he is partici-
pating in. Narendra Modi 
will not at any point of his 
visit to Chennai be trav-
elling on roads and come 
face to face with the pub-
lic as per Prime Minister's 
travel plans. In Chennai, 
multiple political parties 
in the state are set to wave 
black flags at the PM to 
protest the Centre's failure 

to form the Cauvery 
Management board 
due to which securi-
ty arrangements are 
heightened in the 
state. The PM will 
travel by helicopter 
from the airport to 
the Defence expo on 
the Old Mahabalipu-
ram road. Following 
this, he will make his 
way back to the centre of 
the city to inaugurate four 
facilities at the Adyar Can-
cer Institute via air.

A compound wall de-
molished to allow the 
Prime Minister to enter 
the premises for the event 
which was earlier shared 
by the Children’s Park 

and the cancer institute. 
Authorities have prepared 
a helipad on the IIT Ma-
dras campus. On asked 
about the decision to not 
even enter public roads, 
MDMK chief Vaiko said, 
“Aren’t you the bravest, 
Mr.Modi? Why can’t you 
travel by road? You are 

going directly into IIT by 
helicopter and then a wall 
is broken to let you into 
Cancer Institute. We have 
never seen such a coward-
ly Prime Minister in India. 
You are a coward. Are we 
going to shoot you through 
the black flags? Didn’t 
Nehru face black flags?”

Security beefed up in MP, UP and 
Rajasthan for ‘Bharat Bandh’ today

First India-Nordic summit to boost 
ties with 5 nations on April 17

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi will visit Stock-
holm to meet leaders of 
Sweden, Norway, Fin-
land, Denmark & Iceland 
for the first India-Nor-
dic Summit on April 17. 
Since 1998, Modi will 
be the first Indian PM to 
visit Stockholm.

Earlier, a similar 
Nordic summit held 
during President Barack 
Obama’s tenure when 
heads of state or govern-
ments participated.

Klas Molin, Swedish 
Ambassador to India 
told ET “Prime Minister 
Löfven was very happy 
to accept the proposal 
by PM Modi to hold an 
Indo-Nordic Summit in 
Stockholm. The two PMs 
have met and spoken of-

ten over the last 
few years and 
they have very 
good chemistry. 
They jointly in-
vited the other 
Nordic prime 
ministers to 
Stockholm for 
the summit. The 
six leaders will 
exchange views 
on regional and 
global issues such as en-
vironment and climate, 
trade and investment and 
discuss areas of future 
cooperation.”

 “The government is 
working to strengthen 
Sweden’s role as a key 
partner for India in the 
country’s rapid develop-
ment, especially in inno-
vation,” Löfven’s office 

said in a statement.
Nils Ragnar Kamsvag, 

Norwegian ambassador 
told ET “the India-Nor-
dic Summit symbolis-
es shared democratic 
values between the two 
sides.” 

Prime Minister will 
meet the Indian diaspo-
ra at the end of the visit. 
There are 25,000 living 

in Sweden, over 170 
Swedish companies have 
invested $1.4 billion 
since 2000.India-Swe-
den annual bilateral trade 
stands at around $1.8 bil-
lion, according to MEA 
statement. India-Nordic 
trade $ 5.3 billion in 
2016-17, with Cumula-
tive FDI to India at $ 2.5 
billion.

Rahul Gandhi leads candlelight 
march at India Gate, says PM 

must start work on 'Beti Bachao'

Congress chief Rahul 
Gandhi led a midnight 
march to the India Gate 
on Thursday night against 
the Unnao and Kathua 
rape cases, Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi said 
the women of the country 
are afraid to go out today 
and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi must start 
the job of “Beti Bachao” 
(save the girl child).

Leading a midnight 
march towards the In-
dia Gate in New Delhi, 
Gandhi said, “We are here 
against crimes being com-
mitted against women, 
against rapes, violence 
and murder and the gov-
ernment must act on this. 
This is a national issue 
and not a political one.”

He further added, “This 
is about our women. 
Thousands are present 
here including the com-
mon people and people 
from all parties. This sit-
uation in the country is 
such today that one after 

another incident of mur-
der, rape, and violence 
is taking place. We are 
standing here against that 
and we want the govern-
ment to act.”

The women of the coun-
try are afraid to go out to-
day and the government 
must ensure their safety, 
Gandhi said in support of 
amid slogans against the 
BJP.

Later, Gandhi was 
joined by his sister Pri-
yanka and her husband 
Robert Vadra as also their 
children, besides scores 
of Congress leaders, par-
ty workers and others, 
who were seen shouting 
slogans, carrying candles 
and some even placards 
against the BJP govern-
ments at the Centre and 
in Uttar Pradesh and 
Jammu & Kashmir while 
demanding urgent action 
against the perpetrators of 
two heinous gangrapes -- 
one in Unnao (UP) and the 
other in Kathua (J&K).

Devendra Fadnavis: All "secular but 
Hindutva" parties will come together

In a subtle hint of his 
hopes of the BJP and the 
Shiv Sena jointly con-
testing the next year's 
polls, Maharashtra Chief 
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis has said that all 
Hindutva, but secular 
parties will have to come 
together to counter the 
“pseudo-secular " as he 
asserted that the BJP and 
the Shiv Sena will fight 
the 2019 polls together.

"The Shiv Sena may 
be a party led by Uddhav 
Thackeray, but it is run on 
the ethos of late Balasa-
heb Thackeray. Looking 
at the current situation, I 
can say that all secular, 
but Hindutva parties will 

come together to counter 
the pseudo-secular oppo-
sition parties," he said.

While being inter-
viewed by Shiv Sena 
Rajya Sabha MP and 
Saamana Executive Ed-
itor Sanjay Raut at the 
Lokmat Maharashtrian 
of the year 2018 – 5th 
Edition awards at NSCI 
in Worli, he said “Shiv 
Sena is a political party 
and hence it is easy to 
predict what will it do in 
future. However, the RSS 
does not have any polit-
ical compulsions. Their 
programmes are fixed at 
times a year in advance 
and they execute it as per 
their schedule.”

Four CRPF jawans 
get out-of-turn 
promotion for 
foiling terror 

attacks in Jammu 
and Kashmir

The Home Ministry has 
accorded out-of-turn pro-
motions given out-of-turn 
promotion to four jawans 
of the Central Reserve Po-
lice Force (CRPF) jawans 
for displaying extraordi-
nary courage in thwarting 
‘fidayeen’ attacks on the 
forces’ camp in the Kash-
mir Valley in the recent 
past.

The order of the Union 
home ministry has taken 
the decision to promote 
the troops to the next high-
er rank in view of their 
gallant action. The Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) after a gap of 
about 14 years as the gov-
ernment had discontinued 
the policy owing to some 
reasons.

The first batch of three 
jawans named AS Krish-
na has been made an ASI, 
Dinesh Raja and Praful 
Kumar have been promot-
ed to the post of Havildar.

This three CRPF person-
nel, from the 45th battal-
ion, had foiled an attack on 
a camp of the paramilitary 
force in Sumbel in Bandi-
pora district of Jammu and 
Kashmir on June 5, 2017.
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CBSE decides, No re-exam for Class 10 
mathematics paper

Devendra Fadnavis: All "secular but 
Hindutva" parties will come together

'Supreme Court's ruling on SC/ST Act 
caused great damage to country'

Kumar Vishwas has been shunted out of a 
key post by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), as 
its Rajasthan unit in charge, and replaced him 
with Deepak Bajpai. He founded the AAP 
party along with Arvind Kejriwal and three 
others.The development is seen as part of a 
strategy to prepare the AAP for the upcoming 
state polls.

In a subtle hint of his hopes of the BJP and the 
Shiv Sena jointly contesting the next year's 
polls, Maharashtra Chief Minister Deven-
dra Fadnavis has said that all Hindutva, but 
secular parties will have to come together to 
counter the “pseudo-secular " as he asserted 
that the BJP and the Shiv Sena will fight the 
2019 polls together.

The Centre today told the Supreme Court that 
its recent judgement on the SC/ST Act has "di-
luted," insisting that the court's verdict dealt 
with a very sensitive issue. It further said that 
there is a separation of powers between the leg-
islature, executive and judiciary and it is invi-
olable. 
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Currently India’s defence industry employs 2 lakh people & maintains strong defence 
industrial complex. With new defence production policy of Modi govt, India will definitely 
become top defence exporter! #defexpoArambham @nsitharaman: Vasundhara Raje, 
Chief Minister of Rajasthan

MsMes are the backbone of our economy. Mudra Yojana has given wings to the 
aspirations millions of youth & women. MP is among the top states in loan disbursements 

under Mudra. our special focus has led to the establishment of 3 lakh small industrial 
units in the last two years.: shivraj singh Chouhan, CM of Madhya Pradesh

A new wind is blowing in India 
– to become an entrepreneur. The 
young generation mostly seems very 
much fascinated by the idea of en-
trepreneurship. To achieve this goal 
of life, one must once think about 
Kartrocket, India’s most reliable 
ecommerce software platform that 
empowers SME’s, small retailers & 
entrepreneurs to start their own busi-
ness.

Kartrocket is a gift for those who 
are willing to create an online store, 
run & grow online business as Kar-
trocket is not just a website builder 
platform; it’s an end to end ecom-
merce solution. Unique service are 
provided by the organisation free 
payment gateway integration, stun-
ning ecommerce store with mobile 
responsive designs, mobile app to 
manage your store and automat-
ed shipping solution has raised  the 
graph of the organisation more high-
er. KartRocket's DIY ecommerce 
solution enables you to easily create 

an online store, design & customize 
it in less than 10 min.

Founded in 2012 by Goel (chief 
executive), Kapoor (chief operating 
officer) and Khurana, the five-year-
old company wants to reduce ecom-
merce to its bare bones for small re-
tailers and SME’s.

Kartrocket offers free payment 
gateway integration, a mobile app 
to manage a store, and logistics ser-
vices through its ShipRocket plat-
form. Multiple marketplace inte-
grations, enabling brands to sell on 
other e-commerce platforms are also 
supported by the same firm.

Kartrocket also operates a consum-
er-to-consumer mobile-first e-com-
merce marketplace called Kraftly, 
which enables any offline or online 
seller to create a storefront and start 
selling on its platform.

According to reports, Kartrocket 
registered a 60% rise in operational 
revenue at Rs 16.77 crore from Rs 
10.09 crore from the previous year

Business
Reliance Jio raises Rs 3250 crore for Capex 
plans from Japan banks

The MEA on Thursday said that it is still awaiting 
a response from authorities in Hong Kong where the 
location of Nirav Modi, who left India before his Rs 
12,700 crore fraud of Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
was trapped. A provisional arrest is filed before a for-
mal extradition request.

Nirav Modi traced to Hong Kong, MEA still 
awaiting response on request for extradition

All India Bank Employees' Association (AIBEA) 
banks have made a strong pitch for nationalization of 
private sector lenders amid allegation of corporate gov-
ernance lapses and concealing of information.

AIBEA opposes demands for privatisation 
of PSBs

Telecom operator Reliance Jio has signed an agree-
ment to mobilize JPY 53.5 billion or INR 3,250 crore 
as samurai term loan with 7-year bullet maturity from 
Japan-based banks.

The largest 4G operator in India, Reliance Jio with 
more than 160 million subscribers, will use the funds 
for its ongoing capital expenditure (Capex).

Buzz

The Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI) has charged 
Rs. 3 crore monetary 
penalty on IDBI Bank 
for not complying with 
the outlined norms re-
lated to reporting of bad 
loans.

In an official notice, 
the RBI said "This pen-
alty has been imposed 
in exercise of powers 
vested in the RBI un-
der the provisions of 
Section 47A(1)(c) read 
with Section 46(4)(i) of 
the Banking Regulation 
Act, 1949, taking into 

account failure of the 
bank to adhere to the 
aforesaid directions is-
sued by the RBI."

Furthermore, the cen-
tral bank stated that this 
action is based on defi-
ciencies in regulatory 
compliance, and not 
intended to pronounce 
upon the validity of any 
transaction or agreement 
entered into by the bank 
with its customers.

IDBI Bank said in a 
filing to BSE, “This is to 
inform that the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) 

vide its letter dated April 
10, 2018, has imposed a 
monetary penalty of Rs 
30 million on the Bank 
in exercise of the pow-
ers...for non-compliance 
with the directions is-
sued by it on Income 
Recognition and Asset 
Classification (IRAC) 
norms."

Last year, the RBI had 
invoked prompt correc-
tive action (PCA) on the 
state-owned Bank due 
to its bad loans and re-
turn on assets (ROA) in  
May.

Walmart ‘Close to Buying 
Majority of Flipkart’: report

World's largest brick-
and-mortar retailer 
Walmart Inc is likely 
to reach a deal to buy a 
majority stake in Indian 
e-commerce player Flip-
kart by the end of June, 
two people with direct 
knowledge of the matter 
said. Walmart complet-
ed its due diligence on 
Flipkart and had made a 
proposal to buy 51 per-
cent or more of the Indian 
company for between $10 

billion to $12 billion, Re-
uters reported last week. 
According to a Bloomberg 
report, the country's big-
gest e-commerce compa-
ny is leaning toward sell-
ing a controlling stake to 
Walmart rather than Ama-
zon, because of the 'greater 
certainty' in such a deal.

A deal with Flipkart 
would step up Walmart’s 
battle with Amazon.com 
for a bigger share of In-
dia’s fledgeling e-com-

merce market, which Mor-
gan Stanley estimates will 
be worth $200 billion in a 
decade.

Believing in reports, 
Amazon is exploring a 
possible counter offer for 
Flipkart.

Both sources declined 
to be named as the talks 
are private as a deal is not 
yet finalised, and talks be-
tween Walmart, Flipkart 
and its investors are ongo-
ing, one of the people said.

Walmart seems to buy 
both new and existing 
Flipkart shares. The source 
said, with the new shares 
expected to value the Ben-
galuru-based firm at least 
$18 billion. The price for 
existing shares would val-
ue the firm at about $12 
billion, one of the people 
said.

Tata Group unlikely to participate 
in Air India sale, Says Sources

India’s steel-to-au-
tos conglomerate Tata 
Group one of the poten-
tial players in the sale 
-- is unlikely to consider 
bidding -run carrier as 
the government’s terms 
are just too onerous, two 
sources familiar with the 
matter said.

Beside IndiGo, Ta-
ta-Singapore Airlines 
(SIA) JV Vistara was the 
only airline which had 
officially expressed in-
terest in the sale.

Reportedly, the Tata 
Group finds the terms 
of the sale set by the 
government, 'too oner-
ous.' Tata Group, which 
already owns stakes in 
two airline joint-ven-
tures in India, does not 
see, one of the sources 
said, “How a deal would 
be workable” under 
the current terms, who 
asked not to be identi-
fied due to the sensitiv-

ity of the matter.
The same source also 

said the airline had too 
much debt and found 
there was little clarity 
on what a buyer would 
be allowed to do with 
the airline’s large work-
force. “Anyone who puts 
money up front ... even 
for Tata to put in that 
kind of money, it would 
want complete control.”

India, keen to sell 
debt-ridden airline, fi-
nalized plans in late 
March to divest a 76 

percent stake and offload 
about $5.1 billion of its 
debt.

But the government 
has stipulated the win-
ning bidder cannot 
merge the airline with 
existing businesses as 
long as the government 
holds a stake. The win-
ner may also be required 
to list Air India and 
would need to abide by 
conditions designed to 
safeguard employee in-
terests, restricting its 
ability to cut staff.

Mumbai airport main runway to be 
shut for six hours today, tomorrow

More than thousand of 
flights to and from Mum-
bai have already been 
cancelled as the main 
runway of India’s second 
busiest airport Chhatra-
pati Shivaji International 
Airport in Mumbai will 
be closed for six hours, 
on Monday and Tues-
day. The runway will be 
closed between 11 am to 
5 pm on both the days.

According to Jet Air-
ways’ website shows 
close to 70 domestic 
and international flights 
have been cancelled. A 
spokesperson for Spice-
JetNSE 0.00 % said in 
total 18 flights have been 

cancelled.
Believing a communi-

cation, “The main run-
way of the Chhatrapati 
Shivaji International 
Airport (CSIA) han-
dled by GVK MIAL, 
will be un-operational 
on April 9th and 10th, 
2018 between 1100 hrs 
to 1700 hrs on account 
of pre-monsoon mainte-
nance activities.”

It further added, “Pas-
sengers are requested to 
connect with their re-
spective airlines.”

Also due to the main-
tenance work is at the in-
tersection, as no alternate 
runway will be available 

during the period.
Air India (AI) has can-

celled 34 flights, while 
it has rescheduled eight 
of its flights, all domes-
tic-bound owing to this.

"Due to maintenance 
activities to the runway 
at Chhatrapati Shivaji 
International Airport, the 
runway will be closed on 
April 9, 2018, and April 
10, 2018, from 1100 hrs 
to 1700 hrs. Passengers 
planning their travel 
during this period are 
requested to allow for 
sufficient time, in case 
of delays, while making 
their bookings,"  AI said 
in a statement.

RBI imposed Rs 3 crore penalty on IDBI bank
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KalaNithi MaraN
INdIAN MedIA bARON

Kalanithi Maran is 
a media tycoon. He 
is the Chairman and 
Managing Director 
of Sun Group. It is 
a giant media em-
pire with successful 
ventures in publish-
ing, broadcasting, 
radio, film and ca-
ble television. Ka-
lanithi Maran also 
controlled a major 

share in Spicejet airlines between 2010 and 2015. 
He was at 40th position amongst the richest Indi-
ans in a list released by Forbes in 2016. In 2017, 
his net worth is over 5 billion dollars. He is a grad-
uate from University of Scranton. In 1993, Kala-
nithi Maran started Sun TV with an investment 
of over 80,000 dollars, an amount he could only 
manage with a bank loan. Today, he owns Red 
FM, Sun DTH, Sun Pictures Production House and 
also an IPL team –Sunrisers Hyderabad. His con-
glomerate is based in Tamil Nadu. Today Sun TV 
has over 30 channels in four different languages 
with a viewership of over 100 million in India and  
abroad.
Kalanithi Maran is son of former Union Minister 
Murasoli Maran. He is also elder brother to former 
minister Dayanidhi Maran. He always had the po-
litical backing, but it takes a lot of efforts and ded-
ication to successfully run a media empire. Apart 
from being in the billionaire list, what gives him 
a position at the high table is his pervasive reach 
to the masses. Speculations are around the table  
that he is planning to a stake sale to a foreign air-
line. Another thing is that he snatched a bid for a 
cricket team of the Indian Premier League and is 
paying $80 million for five years. The fact that he 
has not kept his ventures limited to one language 
gives his conglomerate a wider reach. His empire 
is poised to grow as India steps further into the  
digital era.

MalliKa SriNivaSaN
CeO Of Of TRACTORS ANd fARM 
equIpMeNT LIMITed

Mallika Sri-
nivasan a re-
nowned personal-
ity of country ,is a 
thought leader and 
a strategist, recog-
nized for entrepre-
neurship, commit-
ment to excellence 
and contribution to 
Indian agriculture 
machinery busi-
ness and academia 
Currently, She is 

CEO and Chairman of Tractors and Farm Equipment 
Limited since 2011. And right since then she has been 
doing an outstanding job to bring the company to 
heights. TAFE is one of the major tractor companies 
of India. It came into existence in 1960 in Chennai. 
The company under Mallika Srinivasan has now be-
come the third largest manufacturer of tractor in the 
world. TAFE has captured over 25% of market share 
of the tractor industry in India. Mallika Srinivasan 
at 58 is a veteran in the industry but her spirit hasn’t 
worn down a bit. She is a gold medallist in econom-
ics from the University of Madras. She is also a grad-
uate from University of Pennsylvania. Apart from 
serving as CEO of TAFE, she is a board member in 
many major companies like AGCO and Tata Steel. 
She is also the business incubator at IIT, Chennnai. 
Under her, the company’s revenue has shot up to INR 
96 billion. Mallika Srinivasan is not only a woman of 
business. She has also worked actively for develop-
ment of education and healthcare in India. With her 
support, organizations like Sankara Nethralaya have 
been doing a tremendous job of bringing healthcare 
services to poor. She has also been supporting music 
and especially Carnatic music through various foun-
dations. She is a winner of numerous accolades like 
Zee Astitva Award for exemplary woman and Busi-
ness woman of the year award. She has become an 
inspiration for every woman in India who aspires to 
stand on their own and is setting new standards every 
day.
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Queen Elizabeth a direct descendant 
of the Prophet: Report claims

US, British and French 
forces have pounded 
chemical weapons sites in 
Syria with air strikes in re-
sponse to chemical weap-
ons attack in a Damascus 
suburb a week ago. The 
strikes were the biggest in-
tervention yet by Western 
powers against Assad re-
gime in the country's sev-
en-year-old civil war.

US Defence Secretary 
says strikes were a "one-
time shot"

The three nations had 
"marshalled their righ-
teous power against bar-
barism and brutality," 
Donald said in a televised 
address to the nation.

He further added, 
“These are not actions of a 
man, they are crimes of a 
monster instead.”

The Pentagon said the 
air strikes, which began at 

4 am Syrian time, involved 
planes and ship-launched 
missiles, more than a hun-
dred weapons in all.

Officials named three 
targets: a scientific re-
search center in Damas-
cus, a chemical weapons 

storage facility west of 
Homs, and another storage 
site and command post 
nearby.

The Pentagon said 
“Right now, we have 
no additional attacks 
planned” the US defense 
secretary, James Mattis, 
said.

Referring to last Satur-
day’s chemical weapons 
attack reported to have 
killed over 70 people, 
Trump said, “We are pre-
pared to sustain this re-
sponse until the Syrian 
regime stops its use of pro-

hibited chemical agents.”
Russia's Ambassador to 

the US Anatoly Antonov 
said in a statement that 
Russia had warned that 
"such actions will not be 
left without consequenc-
es".
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'Your user agreement sucks': Senator to 
Zuckerberg

Syrian media report US suspected 
missile attack but Pentagon denies it

Missiles struck an air base in central Syria early on 
Monday after US President Donald Trump warned of 
a "big price to pay" as aid groups said dozens of peo-
ple were killed by poison gas in a rebel-held town. 
Although Syria state TV said it was likely "an Amer-
ican aggression," U.S. officials said the United States 
had not launched airstrikes on Syria.

Theresa May orders Britain to join air 
strikes on Syria

John Kennedy, Republican Senator of Louisiana 
slammed Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg about the 
transparency of the social media company's policies 
during a joint hearing of the Senate Judiciary and 
Commerce committees.

Kennedy said, "Here's what everyone's been trying 
to tell you today — and I say it gently — your user 
agreement sucks." He further added,  "The purpose of 
a user agreement is to cover Facebook's rear end, not 
inform users of their rights."

British Prime Minister Theresa May said in a state-
ment that she had authorized British armed forces to 
conduct “co-ordinated and targeted strikes” on the 
Syrian regime’s chemical weapons capability 

The strike, conducted with the United States and 
France, was "limited and targeted", designed to mini-
mize any civilian casualties, May said.
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A new report claims 
that Britain's Queen Eliz-
abeth is a descendant 
of Prophet Muhammed, 
through the Arab kings of 
Seville, who once ruled 
Spain, attributing the bi-
zarre finding to a study.

According to the Daily 
Mail, the findings were 
first published in 1986 
by Burke's Peerage, a 
British authority on royal 
pedigrees. The Morrocan 
newspaper has claimed 
that that the queen is a 
43rd direct descendant of 
the Prophet via Muham-
mad's daughter Fatimah.

Abdel-Hamid Al-Aw-

ni, who wrote the article 
said, "This makes the 
blood of the Prophet in 
the veins of kings who 
ruled Morocco, Andula-
sia and Europe."

If believed,  the latest 
claims 91-year-old Queen 
Elizabeth II, world's lon-
gest-reigning living mon-
arch, who is head of the 
Commonwealth, a cousin 
of both kings Mohammed 
VI of Morocco and King 
Abdullah II of Jordan.

According to reports, 
Ali Gomaa, the former 
grand mufti of Egypt, 
also endorsed it.

 Burke's publishing di-

rector, in a letter to then 
Prime Minister Marga-
ret Thatcher wrote, "It is 
little known by the Brit-
ish people that the blood 
of Mohammed flows in 
the veins of the queen. 
However, all Moslem re-
ligious leaders are proud 
of this fact."

Zaida was the fourth 
wife of King Al-Mu'tamid 
ibn Abbad of Seville. 
Some believe she was the 
daughter of a wine-drink-
ing caliph descended 
from the Prophet, while 
others say she married 
into his to Earl of Cam-
bridge in the 11th century.

U.S., U.K. and France Launch Air Strikes 
in response to chemical weapons attack

FBI raids Trump's lawyer office and home, 
President decries 'attack on our country'
The Federal Bureau of 

Investigation raided the 
office of Michael Cohen, 
a personal lawyer and con-
fidant of President Donald 
Trump, in a dramatic new 
development in a series 
of probes involving close 
Trump associates. 

Stephen M. Ryan, Co-
hen's lawyer said that US 
prosecutors conducted a 
search that was partly a 
referral by the Office of 
Special Counsel, Robert 
Mueller. A source familiar 
with the matter said the 
search warrant was very 
broad in terms of items 
sought, and another source 

said the search included 
bank records. According to 
CNN reports, documents 
authorities seized was in-
formation related to Steph-
anie Clifford, better known 
as porn actress Stormy 
Daniels, who alleges she 
had an affair with Trump in 
2006 that the White House 
has denied.

Mueller is investigat-

ing whether, during the 
US presidential election, 
members of Trump's 2016 
campaign colluded with 
Russia. However, US 
President has called the 
probe a "witch hunt" and 
denied any collusion. 

At the opening of a 
meeting with military and 
national security advisers 
to discuss Syria,

Facebook’s Zuckerberg to testify 
ahead of Wednesday's hearing
Mark Zuckerberg 

Facebook chief will to-
day testify before hear-
ing e the House Energy 
and Commerce Commit-
tee in connection with 
the sharing of Facebook 
user’s data with Cam-
bridge Analytica.

It's one of two Capitol 
Hill appearances for the 
Facebook founder and 
CEO this week. Zuck-
erberg is also scheduled 
to appear before a joint 
hearing of the Senate Ju-
diciary and Commerce 
committees Tuesday 
where he will be asked 
how 87 million Face-
book users’ data was 
improperly shared with 
a political consultancy. 

The American com-
puter programmer is 
also likely to face ques-
tions about ads and 
posts placed by Russian 

operatives, in what U.S. 
authorities believe was 
an attempt to influence 
the U.S. 2016 election.

The House Energy and 
Commerce Committee 
released his written tes-
timony that states Marks 
accepts the responsibili-
ty for Facebook’s failure 
to protect private data 
and prevent manipula-
tion of the platform.

In his testimony, 
Zuckerberg said, Face-
book did not take a 
broad enough view of 
its responsibility and 
that was a big mistake 
and he is responsible 
for what happens. He 
further added he has 
called for more secure 
investments, stressing 
that protecting commu-
nity is more important 
than maximizing our  
profit.

Trump menace Syria strike, indicate 
Russia shares blame for chemical attack

President Donald 
Trump has menace an 
imminent military strike 
against Syria declared 
that Russia or any oth-
er nation found to share 
responsibility for Satur-
day’s apparent chemical 
weapons attack on civil-
ians will “pay a price.”

Trump promised to 
"make a decision to-
night or very shortly 

thereafter," he said in a 
statement as he began 
an evening meeting with 
military leaders at the 
White House."We have 
a lot of options militarily, 
and we'll be letting you 
know pretty soon. Proba-
bly after the fact."Trump 
said.

The White House has 
sharply rejected any 
Trump's own words sug-

gestion about pulling 
U.S. troops out of Syria 
had opened the door for 
the attack, which killed 
more than 40 people, in-
cluding children.

Trump, asked at midday 
whether Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin bore 
any responsibility for the 
weekend attack. And if 
he does it’s going to be 
very tough, very tough.” 
He added, “Everybody’s 
gonna pay a price. He 
will. Everybody will.”

The Russian military, 
which has a presence in 
Syria as a key Assad ally, 
said its officers had visit-
ed the weekend site in a 
suburb of Damascus, the 
Syrian capital, and found 

no evidence to back up 
reports of poison gas be-
ing used. Russia’s U.N. 
ambassador, Vassily Ne-
benzia, accused Washing-
ton of deliberately stok-
ing international tensions 
by threatening Russia in a 
tone “beyond the thresh-
old of what is acceptable, 
even during the Cold 
War.”

Trump attacked the 
government with the 
question that Syria was 
responsible for the appar-
ent weekend attack, al-
though the government of 
President Bashar Assad 
denied it. “To me, there’s 
not much of a doubt, but 
the generals will figure it 
out,” Trump said.

UNSC rejects Russian resolution on Syria
Rival U.S. and Russian 

resolutions to determine 
responsibility for chem-
ical weapons attacks in 
Syria has been rejected 
by UN Security Council. 
A result that the Rus-
sian ambassador said the 
Trump administration 
wanted so it can "justify 
the use of force against 
Syria." Six countries in-
cluding China and Russia 
backed the measure, say-
ing that the investigators 
are already headed there 
and that the text didn't 
include a new way to as-
sess blame for chemical 
attacks.

The Security Council 
also rejected another 
Russian-drafted reso-
lution that would have 
welcomed an investiga-

tion by the Organization 
for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons of 
allegations of a weekend 
chemical attack in the 
suburbs of Syria's capi-
tal.

In the past week, the 
council has met four 
times on chemical weap-
ons in Syria, with the 
U.S., Britain and France 

facing off against Russia, 
Syrian President Bashar 
Assad's key ally that in-
sists no chemical attack 
took place in the Douma 
suburb.

Olof Skoog, Sweden's 
ambassador told the coun-
cil after the third vote that 
he was disappointed, who 
himself tried unsuccess-
fully to find a compro-

mise solution.
Skoog said, "I just hope 

that we do not consid-
er this the end when it 
comes to ensuring that 
the facts are established 
ant that there is a true 
accountability and no 
more impunity for the 
horrendous use of chem-
ical weapons in Syria and 
elsewhere."

DOJ gives House Intel 
original document that 

launched FBI's Russia probe

The Justice Department 
has provided House law-
makers with access to a 
two-page document that 
the FBI used as the basis 
for initiating its original 
counterintelligence into 
the Trump campaign and 
Russia.

According to Justice De-
partment official statement 
to The Hill, all members 
of the House Intelligence 
Committee received access 
to the document.

Committee Chair Devin 
Nunes (R-Calif.) had re-
quested access to the unre-
dacted document, appeared 
to de-escalate Wednesday 
after Nunes was given ac-
cess to the document that 
kicked off the FBI's in-
vestigation into the Trump 
campaign and Russia.

Devin further com-
plained that previous 
"heavily" redacted ver-
sions were not adequate 

for committee Republi-
cans' investigation into al-
leged abuses at the Justice 
Department.

A Justice official told 
CNN that Nunes and Re-
publican Rep. Trey Gowdy 
of South Carolina went to 
the Justice Department on 
Wednesday to view the 
document. The official fur-
ther added the document 
was no longer redacted, ex-
cept for "narrowly tailored" 
redactions to protect the 
name of a foreign country 
and foreign agent that, if 
revealed, could undermine 
"the trust we have with this 
foreign nation."

The Justice Department 
also made 1,000 pages of 
classified materials avail-
able to the full House In-
telligence Committee, the 
official said, which the 
department believes "sub-
stantially satisfied" Nunes' 
August 2017 subpoena.

China's 
president 

promises to cut 
auto import 

tariff and open 
economy

President Xi Jinping 
promised to cut Chinese 
tariffs on car imports and 
ease restrictions on for-
eign ownership in its car 
industry amid an escalat-
ing tariff spat with Wash-
ington against a backdrop 
of a spiralling dispute 
with Washington over 
trade and technology.

In a speech on Tuesday 
at a business conference, 
Xi made no direct men-
tion of his American coun-
terpart, Donald Trump, or 
the tariff spat, repeating 
pledges to open China's 
banking and finance in-
dustries to foreign own-
ership and to protect the 
intellectual property of 
foreign companies -as he 
ushered in a "new phase 
of opening up" during the 
Boao Forum for Asia, his 
country's answer to Da-
vos, with a swipe at Mr 
Trump's America First 
policy.

He told hundreds of in-
vestors gathered on the re-
sort island of Hainan that 
“Human society is facing 
a major choice to open 
or close, to go forward or 
backwards.”

In response to Trump's 
"America first" calls, Xi 
tried to position China as 
a defender of free trade 
and cooperation and an 
overhaul of trade deals to 
make them more favour-
able to the United States.

Mr Xi said Beijing will 
"significantly lower" tar-
iffs on car imports “as 
soon as possible” this year 
and ease restrictions on 
foreign ownership in the 
car industry.



After bagging 
the iconic Sri-
devi Award at 
Zee Apsara 
Awards, ac-
tress Taman-
naah Bhatia 
will be con-
ferred with 
the coveted 
Dadasaheb 
Phalke Ex-
c e l l e n c e 
Award for 
her out-
s t a n d i n g 
p e r f o r -
mance in 
SS Ra-
j a m o u l i ’ s 
B a a h u b a l i : 
The Begin-
ning. This de-
velopment has 
surely made the 
actress jumping 
with joy.
The award will be 
given by the Dada-
saheb Phalke Foun-
dation on April 21 
in Mumbai. Talking 
about receiving such 
a prestigious honour, 

Tamannaah said in 
a statement, “I’ve 
grown up knowing 

what immense in-
volvement Dada-

saheb Phalke 
had enjoyed 
in Indian 
cinema. It’s 
such an 
honour to 
be con-

ferred an 
award from 

the founda-
tion.”
Not only Ta-
m a n n a a h , 
but Anush-
ka Sharma 
and Ran-
veer Singh 
will also be 
h o n o u r e d . 
While Ran-

v e e r 

will 

be felicitated with Best 
Actor award for his out-
standing performance 
as Allaudin Khilji in 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s 
Padmaavat, Anushka 
will be awarded on the 
basis of her successful 
movies as a producer. 
Dadasaheb Phalke 
Award is India’s high-
est award in cinema. It 
is presented every year 
at the National Film 
Awards ceremony.The 
award is given to the 
extraordinary contribu-

tion of people to 
Indian cinema. 
The recipient 
is selected by a 
committee con-

sisting of emi-
nent personalities 
from the Indian 
film industry.

featuring Amitabh Bach-
chan and Rishi Kapoor 
in the lead looks like an 
interesting film to watch 
out for. If the trailer wasn't 
enough to raise our expec-
tation then the first song 
revealed from the film is 
hard to be ignored. The 
film is based on a Gujarati 
play by the same name.

Playing the role of 
102-year-old daddy cool, 
Big B wants to send his 
son to a “vriddha ashram”. 

Amitabh says with obvious 
glee: “Ek putra ko vrid-
dha aashram bhejne wala 
mai duniya ka pehla baap 
banunga!” That’s Umesh 
Shukla’s 102 Not Out for 
you -- a dad-son love story.

The film’s teaser reveals 
a  separate and reconcile 
relationship between Big 
B as the 102-year-old fa-
ther and Rishi plays the 
role of his son, who is 75 
years old. The film is based 
on a Gujarati play by the 
same name.

Big B's character in the 
film is something you can 

say enormous as wants 
his son played by Rishi 
Kapoor to unleash his ro-
mantic side and write a 
letter to his wife. He even 
decorates the house with 
flowers, plasters his wife's 
picture everywhere includ-
ing his coffee mug and 
even gets him a bunch of 
heart-shaped balloons to 
inspire him. 

A new song of film 
‘Bachche ki  Jaan’ Com-
posed by Salim-Sulaim-
an and written by Hiral 
Brahmbhatt, the song has 
been sung by Arijit Singh 

completely showcase  Am-
itabh Bachchan's character 
wants to live to the fullest, 
plays football with millen-
nials and plays the saxo-
phone like any other youth, 
Rishi Kapoor also looks 
convincing in the part of 
the grumpy old man

Filmmaker Umesh 
Shukla had earlier praised 
singer Arijit Singh as he 
told “Arijit is a youth 
icon and Mr Bachchan’s 
character is young at 
heart. It’s not a lip-sync 
song, so we decided to 
get Arijit to sing.’’

Director Rohit Shetty, who 
has known for cop dramas 
Singham and its sequel, 
Singham Returns, starring 
Ajay Devgn in the titular 
role revealed that he is 
working on a script for "a 
lady Singham" in the wake 
of female empowerment 
and gender equality.
Blockbuster ‘Golmaal 
Again’ director said, "We 
are planning, it is being 
planned, we are working 
on the script for a lady 
Singham, just like we 
made Singham and 
now are mak-
ing Simmba. 
It will take a 
lot of time, 
we are plan-
ning and 
working on 
creating an 
environment 
where there is a 
women character, 

who is also a cop, he said. 
The germ or thought is 
there to create this whole 
cop universe; we will 
make a film that will have 
a lady cop. And we will 
add a lady cop in our Little 
Singham too."
About collaborating with 
Ajay in future, he said, 
"There are so many fran-
chises, Singham and Gol-
maal, so we are planning 
which one to make, so 
definitely either one of 
them will be made, Sing-

ham or Golmaal.
Maybe  I will 

make some-
thing else 
with Ajay 
D e v g n . 
E v e r y -
thing is in 
discussion 
phase right 
now."
The Dil-

wale director, who 
launched animation series 
"Little Singham", in col-
laboration with Discovery 
Kids, Reliance Animation 
and Rohit Shetty Picturez 
said when he first started 
working on “Singham”, he 
did not anticipate that the 
film and its dialogue, Aata 
Majhi Satakli, would go on 
to enjoy a cult status. “Fans 
loved the film; policemen 
liked it too. He further 
added, Singham is not a 
superhero. He is an honest 
and a brave police officer. 
He has no gadget and he 
cannot fly but he is called 
a superhero. We thought of 
making a series for kids as 
they too warmed up to the 
world of Singham.”
Rohit is currently busy 
shooting for Simmba 
which is an action comic 
drama featuring Ranveer 
Singh and Sara Ali Khan.

‘Veere Di Wedding’ In-
dia’s first chick-flick sur-
rounding wedding starring 
Sonam Kapoor, Karee-
na Kapoor Khan, Swara 
Bhasker and Shikha Tal-
sania is going to shoot a 
special music video with 
the leading ladies of the 
film. The music video will 
be choreographed by none 
other than Farah Khan.
One of the leading ladies 
of the film, Sonam took 
to Instagram to reveal 
that she along with her 
leading ladies of the film 
will be shooting for a spe-
cial music video which 

will be choreographed 
by none other than Farah 
Khan.
The most anticipated 
films to watch out for this 
year will be also marking 
Kareena Kapoor Khan’s 
comeback after her ma-
ternity break. The spec-
tacular cast has increased 
the anticipation of the 
audience to watch a great 
female-centric film since 
that’s the latest fad in 
Bollywood.
Hailing from the world 
of web, the immensely 
talented Sumeet Vyas 
will be making his big 

Bollywood debut oppo-
site Kareena in ‘Veere Di 
Wedding’. The trailer will 
be unveiled by the stars 
of the movie themselves 
on April 19th through a 
press conference.

The cast has wrapped 
up the schedule of Rhea 
Kapoor’s ‘Veere Di Wed-
ding’, directed by Sha-
shanka Gosh and will hit 
the theatres on 1st June 
2018.

Filmmaker Shoojit Sir-
car revealed that he was 
not on casting Varun 
Dhawan at all. The di-
rector-actor teamed up 
for the first time in his 
forthcoming film "Octo-
ber".

At a promotional event 
for his forthcoming ro-
mantic drama film, he 
disclosed that he was 
looking for a fresh cast. 
The director of ‘Piku’ 
said, “We needed some-
one young and fresh, 
like 20 years old, so 

Varun Dhawan was not 
on my casting list at all. 
Also, I had not seen his 
films. But one day he 
was in office and I saw 
him, I was aware of his 
image, his commercial 
world image, but some-
where I felt he is not like 
that, he is different.”

However, the direc-
tor has found the youth 
sensation perfect for his 
character 'Dan', because: 
"he has something differ-
ent in his eyes... honesty 
and innocence. There is 

something very nice and 
vulnerable about him. 
He just doesn't only 
dance and jump, there 
is some sensibility in 
him too. He is perfect as 
Dan, the character".

The "Vicky Donor" 
director further added it 
was very brave of Varun 

to act in an unconven-
tional and unusual mov-
ie.

"Good thing about Var-
un Dhawan, despite his 
success with films, for 
him to do this kind of 
film, an unusual and un-
conventional story, that 
is really brave," he said.
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Salman Khan and his fam-
ily finally breathed a sigh 
of relief after the super-
star was released on bail 
on April 7. The Jodhpur 
Court found him guilty in 
the 1998 blackbuck poach-
ing case and the actor was 
sentenced to jail for two 
days. On Saturday, he was 
granted bail, much to the 
relief of many from the 
Bollywood fraternity and 
several of his fans. Follow-
ing the 'Sultan' actor's bail 
on Saturday, there were 
several fans who cheered 
for their superstar but there 

were others who were not 
pleased with the bail.

Salman Khan's sister Ar-

pita Khan Sharma took to 
Instagram to possibly hit-
ting back at haters who are 
all displeased with his bail. 
Arpita Khan posted an im-
age of brother Salman and 
wrote a touching message.
Several celebrities visited 

Salman Khan’s Galaxy 
Apartments after he re-
turned home. The ‘Kick’ 
actor is all set to launch 
Arpita's husband Ayush 
Sharma in 'Loveratri' un-
der Salman Khan Films 
Productions.

Director Rohit Shetty planning to make 
a female cop drama 'A Lady Singham'

'Bachche Ki Jaan': Amitabh Bachchan, Rishi 
Kapoor bring a truly different love story to you

Arpita Khan slams Salman Khan haters 
with a beautiful post on social media

SHOOJIT SIRCAR: VARUN 
DHAWAN WAS NOT ON MY 

CASTING LIST FOR 'OCTOBER'

Baahubali's Prabhas isn’t getting 
married to Chiranjeevi’s niece Niharika
After the release 

of Baahubali 2, 
the speculations about 
Baahubali actor Prabhas’ 
marriage are peak high. 
Earlier, rumours were 
rife that the popular 
Telugu actor was all set 
to marry his co-
star Anushka 
Shetty but 
rumours have 
taken a slow 
death after 
both parties 
denied them.

Currently, a 
news has 
been 

doing the rounds that the 
actor might tie the knot 
with Niharika Konidela, 
megastar Chiranjeevi’s 
niece.

However, Chiranjeevi 
has refuted the news, 
claiming that Niharika is 

singularly focussed 
on her career, for 
now, he said this 
in a prompt official 
statement.

Niharika is the 
daughter of actor 

and producer Na-
gendra Babu, 

brother of 
Chi-

ranjeevi and Pawan Kaly-
an. Niharika made her 
Telugu film debut in 2016's 
Oka Manaus and her up-
coming films are Happy 
Wedding (Telugu) and 
Oru Nalla Naal Paathu 
Solren (Tamil debut). 
She has also starred in 
several web-series. 
Niharika's brother 
Varun Tej is also 
an actor.

Prabhas, the 
Baahubali ac-
tor has once 
received 6,000 
marriage pro-
posals (he re-
jected all due 
to work com-
mitments).

Current-
ly, the ac-
tor is busy 

with his next film, Saaho 
which is being made in 
Telugu, Tamil and Hindi 
simultaneously. The film 

also stars Shraddha 
Kapoor, Neil Ni-
tin Mukesh and 
Mandira Bedi. 

The mega-bud-
get action ex-
travaganza 
being made 
on a budget 
of over Rs 
150 crore, the 

film will be 
directed by 
Sujeeth.

My Strength, My 
Weakness, My Pride, My 
Joy, My Life, My World. 
Gods Child. God bless all 
the people that can't han-
dle you or your success, 
I wish only positivity & 
happiness for you may all 
the jealousy & negativi-
ty fade away. I pray you 
shine even brighter than 
u are & blind everyone 
with your success & good 
deeds. Love you Bhai.

 Arpita Khan Sharma

'veere Di Wedding' leading ladies to shoot a 
special song, choreographed by Farah Khan

Tamannaah Bhatia 
to be honoured with 

the Dadasaheb Phalke 
Excellence Award

Salman Khan Conviction: race 
3 Makers called off foreign 
schedule, to shoot in Leh

Bollywood superstar 
Salman Khan, who was 
granted bail by the Dis-
trict and Sessions court 
in Jodhpur in the 1998 
blackbuck poaching 
case has resumed work 
on his actioner, Race 
3. If sources are to be 
believed, the actor's 
conviction has affect-
ed the schedule of the 
Remo D'Souza-directed 
multi-starrer.

It has been learnt that 
the final schedule was to 
be shot in South Africa, 
but the shoot has been 
canceled; instead, the 
scenes will be now shot 
in India.

Speaking about the 
reschedule, Race 3 di-
rector Remo D'Souza 
told Mid-day, "We were 
scouting for locations, 
and finally decided on 
Leh and Ladakh. It's 
going to be a week-
long shoot during 
which we will film 
a song."

A source 
close to 
devel-
o p -

ment says, "According 
to the original plan, 
South Africa was going 
to be the second last 
schedule followed by the 
Mumbai leg. After the 
court sentencing, certain 
changes had to be made 
in the schedule. The 
makers felt it would be 
feasible to wrap up the 
Mumbai schedule first 
so that they didn't lose 
out on time. Towards 
the month-end, they will 
head to Leh to film the 
song that was initially 
meant to be canned in 
foreign locales."

Race 3 is the third in-
stallment of the popular 
action-thriller franchise 
Race. In the film, Salman 
Khan plays Sikander, 
Anil Kapoor is Shamsh-
er, Bobby Deol is Yash, 
Jacqueline Fernandez 

plays Jessica, Dai-
sy Shah is Sanja-
na, Saqib Saleem 
plays Suraj, and 
Freddy Daruwala 

is Rana.
Race 3 is 
slated to 
r e l e a s e 
during the 

f e s t i v e 
s e a s o n 
of Eid 
on 15 
June.



India has received its 
12th gold medal in the 
Commonwealth Games! 
India’s Shreyasi Singh 
wins a gold medal in 
women’s double trap 
event. She won the 
shoot-off against Emma 
Cox of Australia, both 
of them were on the 
same score of 96.

Shreyasi hit the tar-
get twice while Emma 
failed to hit one out 
of the two shots. The 
bronze medal was 
clinched by Scotland’s 
Linda Pearson with 87 
while India’s Varsha 
Varman, who was in 
medal contention till 
the last round, finished 
fourth with 86.

Singh was also part 
of the Indian team at 
the 2013 Trap Shoot-
ing World Cup held in 
Acapulco, Mexico and 
bagged the 15th posi-
tion.

Earlier in Common 
Wealth Games Mary 
Kom made her maid-
en final and will get at 
least a Silver medal for 
her country. Om Mithar-
val also won Bronze 
in the 50m Pistol  
final.
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It was a proud Sunday 
for the country as India 
has won three gold, one 
silver and two bronze at 
the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast, 
Australia. The Indian 
women raise the flag of 
the country beyond high 
as they added, gold, sil-
ver and bronze medals 
in weightlifting, shooting 
and table tennis.

On Day 5 of the Games, 
Jitu Rai has added one 
more gold to country 
list in 50m air pistol 
event four years ago in 
Glasgow, shot a total of 
235.1 after qualifying for 
the final in the fifth po-
sition while compatriot 
Om Mitharval won silver 
at the Belmont Shooting 
Centre. After breaking 
the Games record in Gold 
Coast, Rai created a new 
CWG record of 235.1 in 
the final to win gold.

Congratulatory mes-
sages poured in for the 
Indian athletes from 
cricketing legend Sachin 
Tendulkar to President 
Ram Nath Kovind, India 
has a lot to look forward 
to. Indian athletes will be 
in action in badminton, 
lawn bowls, table tennis, 
boxing and athletics.

The two-time ISSF 
World Cup medalist Rai 
is a 2014 Asian Games 
gold medalist. At the age 
of 26, the Nepal-born 
Jitu competed in his 
first CWG and clinched 
gold on debut in the 
men’s 50m pistol event 
in 2014. He initiated by 
creating a CWG record 
in the qualification round 
of the 50m pistol event 
with 562 points and went 
on to win gold, scoring 
194.1 points in the fi-
nal, which was another  
record.

Mahendra Singh Dhoni sues over Rs 150 
crore dues, Troubles mount for Amrapali

Former Indian cricket 
captain Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni is seeking to re-
cover around Rs 150 
crore from real estate 
firm Amrapali Group. 
Amrapali Group has al-
legedly not paid Dhoni 
for years for being the 
brand ambassador of the 
firm that is now caught 

in a financial crisis and 
hasn’t been able to com-
plete housing projects 
in various, according to 
Economic Times.

Rhiti Sports also 
manages other 
cricket stars like KL 
Rahul, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, and South Afri-
can Francois Du Plessis.

E c o n o m -
ic Times 
quoted Rhiti 
Sports man-
aging di-
rector Arun 
Pandey as 
saying that 
“They hav-
en’t given 
us money 
for branding 

a n d 

marketing activi-

ties.” He had further 
added that the realty 
firm owes close to Rs 
200 crore to the sports 
management company 
and filed a recovery suit 
in the Delhi High Court 
aga ins t 

Amrapali.
Dhoni was the brand 

ambassador of Amra-
pali Group for the past 
6-7 years has resigned 
as the brand ambassa-
dor of the realty firm in 
April 2016, days after 
being trolled on social 
media by residents of an 
Amrapali housing proj-
ect. The residents had 
tagged Dhoni in their 
tweets, asking him to 
either dissociate him-

self from the builder or 
make sure that they com-
plete the pending work, 

the ET report 
said.

Bailable warrant against Salman 
in 2002 hit-and-run case stayed

A Session court has 
stayed a bailable warrant 
issued against Bolly-
wood superstar Salman 
Khan in the 2002 hit-
and-run case, in which 
the government's appeal 
against his acquittal is 
pending before the Su-
preme Court.

The warrant was is-
sued against Mr Khan 
after he failed to fur-
nish fresh surety as per 
Supreme Court order. 
The apex court has di-
rected him to furnish a 
fresh bond after the state 
government challenged 
his acquittal in the  
case.

A special public pros-

ecutor Pradeep Gharat 
said, "Salman had to 
appear before the court 
here to furnish surety as 
per the direction of the 
Supreme Court which 
has admitted the govern-
ment's appeal.”

He further added, the 
court had last week is-
sued a bailable warrant 
against him after the ac-
tor did not complete the 
procedure of providing 
surety (a guarantor for 
good behaviour) on the 
past two dates, Gharat 
said.

Khan's lawyer filed an 
application on Wednes-
day before the sessions 
judge M G Deshpande 

who stayed the bailable 
warrant after the lawyer 
said that the actor would 
complete the procedure.

Khan's lawyer Niran-
jan Mundergi said, "We 
had moved the Supreme 
Court seeking change in 
the surety, and the apex 
court allowed it. We 
have already started the 
process to comply with 
the order."

The Bombay High 
Court had acquitted 
Khan of all criminal 
charges for a lack of 
substantial evidence, 
seven months after the 
sessions court held him 
guilty in December 
2015.

Ace Shuttler Kidambi Srikanth 
crowned as World No 1, only 

second Indian to achieve this feat

Ace Indian shuttler 
Kidambi Srikanth de-
feated  Sri Lanka's Ni-
luka Karunaratne of 
Sri Lanka in straight 
games to make it to the 
last-eight of Men's Sin-
gles badminton event at 
Commonwealth Games 
2018.

Srikanth, who has been 
one of the world's most 
dominating shuttlers in 
the last few years, on 
Thursday achieved a 
massive milestone as he 
became the first Indian 
male shuttler to be-
come Word No. 
1 in BWF rank-
ings.

The 25-year-
old has replaced 
Denmark's, Vik-
tor Axelsen. 

Srikanth has a total of 
76,895 points in Men's 
Singles category in 
the Badminton World 
Federation (BWF) 
Rankings.This makes 
Srikanth first Indian 
male and only the sec-
ond India player after 
Saina Nehwal to reach 
the number one spot in 

world rank-
ings.

Srikanth 
c o a c h 
P u l l e l a 

G o -
pichand has 
called this 
a c h i e v e -
ment ‘huge’ 
for Srikanth 
and Bad-
m i n t o n . , 
"There has 
been a lot of 
talk about 
our women 
doing well, 
but now we 
will have 

a men's No.1. This will 
help Srikanth become 
more relaxed. Whatever 
happens from here, he 
will always know that he 
was ranked as the best in 
the world - that he has 
accomplished that goal. 
It will help him focus 
more on winning tour-
naments," he added.

Recently, the man from 
Guntur has played a key 
role in securing India's 
first-ever gold medal in 
the mixed team event 
at the Commonwealth 
Games on Monday, 
where he defeated the 
legendary Malaysian 
Lee Chong Wei in the 
men's singles rubber 
and paved the way for 
the Indian side to win  
gold.

IpL 2018: pat Cummins 
ruled out due to back injury

Australian fast bowler 
Pat Cummins has been 
ruled out of the Indian 
Premier League (IPL) 
with a back injury. His 
name was added to the 
growing list of injured 
players in the IPL after 
he was ruled out of the 
T20 league with a re-
curring back injury. In 
a blow for the Mumbai 
Indians, the 24-year-old 
will miss the tournament 
after a heavy workload 
during the past year, 
where he played 13 con-
secutive Tests.
He picked up the in-
jury during the fourth 
Test between Australia 
and South Africa. Cum-
mins was bought by the 
Mumbai Team for Rs 
5.4 crore.
Australian team phys-
io David Beakley, said 
“Pat experienced some 
back soreness during 
the fourth Test in South 
Africa. Follow-up scans 

have confirmed that he 
has bone oedema in his 
vertebrae.”
Before Cummins, fel-
low quicks Mitchell 
Starc and Kagiso Raba-
da already ruled out of 
the IPL. Apart from the 
three pacers, South Afri-
can skipper Faf du Ples-
sis is also recovering 
from a finger injury and 
a side strain and is set 
to miss Chennai Super 
Kings' second game of 
the tournament after sit-
ting out against Mumbai 
Indians on Saturday.
"Pat will now undergo a 
period of recovery and 
rehabilitation and we 
will look to re-scan him 
in a few weeks to assess 
the healing," he added. 
"Following this we will 
be in a better position 
to decide on Pat's return 
to play timeline includ-
ing participation in the 
limited overs tour of the 
UK," he said.

Rajinikanth: Playing IPL matches will be 
an embarrassment during Cauvery protest

Tamil film star Ra-
jinikanth, amid opposi-
tion to Indian Premier 
League (IPL), matches 
in Chennai said it would 
be good if organizers 
stopped the games in the 
city as such a gala event 
would be embarrassing 
when the entire Tamil 
Nadu was agitating.

He even suggested 
Chennai Super Kings 
(CSK) team players play 
wearing black bands as 
a mark of expressing the 
anguish of people who 
have been staging pro-
tests demanding setting 
up of Cauvery Manage-
ment Board.

In a strong message 
to Rajnikanth, though, 
called for a boycott of 
the IPL by the Chennai 
public. "Playing IPL 
matches here when the 
whole of Tamil Nadu is 
agitating for Cauvery 
(management board) will 
be an embarrassment."

He further added, "If 
they (organisers) stop, it 
is good. If not, at least 
to express the anguish 
of people of Tamil Nadu, 
members of the Chennai 
Super Kings team may 
wear black band... the 
message will get noticed 
countrywide. The Board 
of Control for Cricket 

in India (BCCI), IPL au-
thorities and the owners 
of Chennai Super Kings 
should extend their co-
operation by allowing 
the players to wear the 
black bands.”

The Chennai police 
have assured IPL au-
thorities that they will 
provide a second layer of 
security as the threat of 
protestors turning up in 
large numbers looms.

The Tamil superstar 
has also appealed to the 
fans to wear the dress 
in black while watching 
the matches here to ex-
tend their support to the  
stir.

India set new records, clinches Gold 
in badminton mixed team

Monday’s action at the 
2018 Commonwealth 
Games got underway as 
medals continued to 
rain in for 
Indian ath-
letes. The 
chain 
b e -
g ins 
w i t h 
Pardeep Singh won 
a silver medal in 
men’s 105 kg 
w e i g h t -
lifting in Gold 
Coast. A s h o r t 
while later Jitu Rai 
clinched gold for the coun-
try in men’s 10m air pistol 
gold.

The sequenced carried 
forward by the Om Mithar-
val, who took bronze in 
the same category. Then 

Mehuli Ghosh and Apur-
vi Chandela continued 
the sequence as they won 
silver and bronze respec-

tively in the women’s 
10m air rifle event.

Over in the team 
events, Indian men’s 

table tennis team won 
a gold medal by beating 
Nigeria 3-0 in the final. 
India’s mixed badminton 
final is one of the main 
draws of the day for India, 
while the country’s shoot-
ers and weightlifters will 

also be going for gold.
In the Commonwealth 

Games history, India has 
clinched their first-ever 
badminton mixed team 
event gold. The country’s 

India's best performance 
at CWG in mixed team 
event was a silver-medal 
finish in the 2010 edi-
tion. Indian professional 
player Saina Nehwal and 
Kidambi Srikanth repre-
sented India in singles' 
matches of the five-mem-
ber team event.

Raazi trailer: Alia Bhatt 
showcase various 

shades from Indian Spy 
to obedient daughter

The trailer of Megh-
na Gulzar’s spy thriller 
Raazi, starring Alia Bhatt 
and Vicky Kaushal in piv-
otal roles, is out, and with 
the trailer release, Alia 
Bhatt has earned the tag of 
a talented performer. The 
film will hit the theatres 
on May 11.
The trailer introduces us 
to the three key elements 
of Meghna Gulzar’s film: 
love, betrayal and patrio-
tism. Alia Bhatt has once 
again proved her mettle 
portraying a non-glamou-
rous role as a naive Alia 
aka Sehmat transforms 
into an Indian spy on the 

order of her father played 
by actor Rajit Kapur and 
gets married to a Pakistani 
officer (Vicky Kaushal) 
with a mission. AThe story 
of Alia’s Sehmat unspools 
at the height of India-Pa-
kistan tension in 1971. 
She is an Indian girl gets 
married into a Pakistani 
family so that she can spy 
on the ‘enemy’.
Her story is one of ‘valour 
and honour’. In this more 
than two minutes long 
trailer, Alia establishes 
herself as one of a kind 
actor whose effortless act-
ing adds to this espionage 
thriller.

CWG 2018: Jitu Rai clinches 
gold in men’s 10m air 

pistol; bronze for Mitharval

CWG 18: 
Shreyasi Singh 
Adds Another 
Gold to India's 

Medal Tally
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