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GST has successfully reduced Terrorism: 
Arun Jaitley 

New law on gender identity passed 
in Greece

Imran Khan may go to jail as 
non-bailable warrant released PG #9PG #9 

Scientists studying longest 
living mammals,bowhead 

whales found for a long 
life what is needed is a 
slow metabolism & not 

wives who fast.

We cannot allow unclean 
villages. Together, let us 
work towards furthering 
cleanliness in rural areas 
and making our villages 
ODF.

Twinkle Khanna

Narendra Modi

Govt. is committed 
to making rail travel 
more comfortable by 
providing better services 
and amenities to the 
passengers.

Piyush Goyal

quote

unquote

Great of SC declaring that 
sex with a child bride will 
amount to rape. Will 
hopefully deter the practice 
of child marriages.

Prashant Bhushan

I feel deeply humbled 
& honoured to be 

apportioned as the 
Chairman of iconic 

#FTII. I will perform my 
duties to the best of my 

abilities.Anupam Kher

Pretty scary having a 
rock thrown through 

the team bus window 
on the way back to the 

hotel!!
Aaron Finch

My joy and delight 
in all those fans who 
have wished me on 
my special day and is 
beyond expressions ...
I thank them all !
Amitabh Bachchan

Supreme Court criminalizes 
Sex with minor wife

Hearing a petition filed, 
the Supreme Court crim-
inalized the sex between 
husband and his un-
der-aged wife if the wife 
files a complaint within a 
year. The court said that if 
a minor wife complaints 
of forced sexual inter-
course within a year of 
marriage, the police will 
be compelled to take ac-
tion. The case has been 
welcomed by social ac-
tivists and feminists who 
believe that such a law 
will reduce the number 
of cases of child marriage 
or marital exploitation of 
girl child. 

The petition called for 
the scrapping of a provi-

sion in the rape law that 
permitted a man to have 
non-consent sex with 
his underage wife. Earli-
er, in defense of the law, 
the government told the 
court that there are over 
23 million child brides 
and criminalizing the 
consummation of the 
marriages as rape will be 
inappropriate. 

However, the court has 
turned down the lame de-
fense of the government. 

According to the sec-
tion 375 of the Indian Pe-
nal Code, sex with a girl 
below 18 years is a rape. 
However, if the girl is 
married then the husband 
can ‘consume’ the mar-
riage even without the 
consent of the under-aged 

wife. 
The provision of article 

375 was contrary to the 
child marriage act as well 
which has decided the 
legal age of marriage for 
girl 18 and for boys 21.

The confrontation on 
the law was initiated in 
2013 when the Parlia-
ment passed a law in 

2013 which rose the age 
of consent for a girl to 18 
from 16. 

The decision comes at 
the time when the SC is 
due to hear the petition 
on the marital case which 
is a taboo in India. Under 
such circumstances, the 
verdict of the court may 
have raised some hopes.

Shivam Sharma

Maharashtra follows footsteps of 
SC, supports Cracker-free Diwali

The Supreme Court 
made a historic verdict 
of banning crackers’ sale 
this Diwali to ensure less 
noise and air pollution. 
Following the footsteps 
of Supreme Court, Ma-
harashtra’ Environment 
minister, Ramdas Kad-
am of Shiv Sena party 
has asked people to think 
about environment and 
give up crackers this Di-
wali. Maharashtra has 
asked its citizens to ob-
serve a cracker-free Di-
wali this year to protect 
the environment. 

Mr. Kadam mentioned 
the harmful effects of 
crackers on the envi-
ronment and requested 
people to avoid using a 
cracker. 

Earlier, the CM of Ma-
harashtra, Devendra Fad-
navis urged students to 
take a pledge to observe 

a cracker-free Diwali this 
year. 

The Congress party 
has disagreed with Mr. 
Kadam and BJP holds a 
divided opinion on the 
same. With the spread 
of the message of crack-
er-free Diwali, the crack-
er manufacturers are fac-
ing a heavy loss in Delhi 
already. According to 
the reports, the cracker 
industry facing a loss of 
over Rs. 1000 crore be-
cause of the ban imposed 
on crackers by Supreme 
Court.The verdict has so 
far received mixed reac-

tions. On one hand, peo-
ple are happy about the 
fact that this Diwali will 
be noise and pollution 
free which will ensure 
a healthy environment 
for the kids. On the oth-
er side, people are com-
plaining about the ban 
questioning that why no-
body raises a finger when 
animals are slaughtered.

Since the message of 
crackers-free Diwali is 
spreading swiftly across 
the nation, it is expected 
that the loss of cracker 
industry will be far more 
than it already is.

Shivam Sharma

The Information and 
Broadcasting Ministry 
declared the appoint-
ment of Anupam Kher 
as the chairman of Film 
and Television Institute 
of India (FTII). Anupam 
Khar replaces Gajendra 
Chauhan who became the 
chairman of FTII in 2014. 

FTII has been under 
controversies for last 
three years ever since 
Gajendra Chauhan was 
made the Chairman of 
FTII in 2014. The stu-
dents of FTII refused to 
accept Gajendra Chauhan 
as the chairman of FTII 
and protested for a long 
span of time in order to 

effect the impeachment 
of Chauhan. Finally this 
week, the ministry paid 
heed to the complaints 
of people and replaced 
Gajendra Chauhan as the 
chairman.

Anupam Kher has had 
featured in many inter-

national movies such as 
Bend it Like Beckham, 
Brides and Prejudice. 

Anupam Kher was also 
the director of National 
School of Drama from 
2001-2004. 

Anupam Kher himself 
is an alumnus of National 

School of Drama and has 
served as the Chairman 
of Central Board of Film 
Certification.

Over the past three 
years, the ministry took 
several measures to trans-
form the education sys-
tem in the University. Mr. 
Kher has welcomed the 
honor and assured that 
there will be no commu-
nication gap between the 
university and the stu-
dents. 

He was honored with 
Padma Shree in 2004 and 
Padma Bhushan in 2016 
for his contribution to the 
field of arts and Indian 
Cinema.

Anupam Kher replaces Gajendra 
Chauhan as the new Chairman of FTII

‘Living Will’ to be 
legalized in India soon

In yet another effec-
tive decision by the Su-
preme Court, it has been 
declared that soon living 
will be legalized in India. 
While debating on when 
exactly a person’s will 
to end the medical treat-
ment and die a peaceful 
death should come into 
effect, the court decided 
to lay down guidelines 
for drafting a living will.

The court acknowl-
edged that the right to 
live does not give some-
one authority to decide 
the time of their death but 
everyone has a right to 
die with dignity. There-

fore, the court has decid-
ed to legalize the ‘Living 
will’. The debate was 
initiated by an NGO that 
filed a petition to legal-
ize euthanasia and the 
concept of ‘living will’. 
Setting the ground for the 
same, the court has made 
it clear that the advisory 
directives will have to 
be approved by a mag-
istrate. The magistrate 
has to confirm that the 
person executing ‘living 
will’ is of sound mind. 
Commenting on the is-
sue, Justice A.K. Sikri 
said that medical board 
will release a certificate 

confirming the incurable 
and irreversible condition 
of the patient. Further, he 
added if the patient is in 
a coma then the hospital 
will have to confirm the 
condition of the patient to 
the medical board which 
will then, make a fair, in-
formed, and impartial de-
cision on the same.

The bench mentioned 
that ‘living will’ can be 
executed only in two 
situations. First, if the 
condition of the patient 
is irreversible and incur-
able. Second, if the pro-
longation of life will be 
painful.

Islamic State Chiefs 
gather near Israel Border

A recent TV report 
has disclosed that the 
Islamic State’s chiefs 
who escaped from Iraq 
and Northern Syria have 
gathered near the border 
of Israel. Israel’s Chan-
nel reported they have set 
up a training camp at the 

Israel border and so far 
have recruited 300 local 
youths. The senior com-
manders of Islamic States 
fled from Iraq and North-
ern following critical at-
tacks at their locations.

The footage showed by 

the news channel appar-
ently shows the training 
and recruiting camp of 
IS Chiefs. Reacting to the 
reports, Israeli Govern-
ment had made it clear 
that Israel will not let 
them settle near the bor-
der and will eliminate the 

threat completely. The 
government has vowed 
to prevent IS from set-
ting up operations near 
the border. The Israeli 
soldiers attacked IS base 
camp and killed 4 mili-
tants with an airstrike.

Diplomatic crisis between US 
and Turkey may resolve soon
A diplomatic crisis 

emerged between US 
and Turkey last month 
over the arrest of a Turk-
ish employee of the US 
embassy in Ankara. The 
arrest prompted the US 
to suspend non-immi-
grant visa services to the 
citizens of Turkey. In re-
sponse to the action of the 
US, Turkey government 
issued a similar suspen-
sion over the US immi-

grants. As a result, the 
citizens of Turkey and the 
US cannot travel to each 
other’s country.

Recently, the Turkish 
court sentenced two years 
imprisonment to a Wall 
Street Journal reporter. 
Clearly, the diplomatic 
crisis is unhealthy for 
both the nations. Com-
menting on the situation, 
Deputy PM of Turkey, 
Mehmet Simsek said that 

the citizens of both the 
countries are overblown 
and both the countries 
will soon resolve the 
issue to enable the citi-
zens to travel to the other 
country.

The US government 
has not received any of-
ficial explanation for the 
arrest of the employee. 
However, the Deputy PM 
hopes that the issue will 
be sorted out soon.

Aarushi Talwar murder case takes another 
twist after the Allahabad HC’s Verdict

In a recent verdict by 
Allahabad Hgh Court, the 
parents of Aarushi Tal-
war, Rajesh and Nupur 
Talwar were found inno-
cent and have dropped 
the charges against them. 
The dentist couple was 
convicted by the special 
CBI court in 2013 on the 
charges of murder of their 
daughter Aarushi Talwar. 
The HC has said that the 
couple could not be held 
guilty on the basis of 
mere suspicion and re-

leased them from jail.
14-year old girl, 

Aarushi’s dead body was 
found in her house in 
Noida. The police doubt-
ed the domestic help 
Hemraj, who was also 
found dead later. The 
police then filed a case 
against the parents who 
were seen as the murder-
ers in the case. Rajesh 
Talwar was arrested by 
police on the charges of 
honor killing. Later, CBI 
was involved in the case 

and a new investigation 
was initiated which was 
as inconclusive as the 
last one. Since there was 
no proof of break-in, the 
trial court recommended 

beginning a trial for the 
parents as murderers but 
no evidence was found. 
However, the couple was 
still convicted for the 
murder.

Himachal 
goes to poll 

on Nov. 9
The Assembly elec-

tions in Himachal 
Pradesh will be held on 
November 9. However, 
the counting of votes in 
Himachal Pradesh will 
take place on December 
9. A month gap between 
the two dates is because 
the Gujarat Assembly 
elections will be held in 
between the two which 
will cause the delay. 

The Election Commis-
sion has also stated that 
the dates of the Gujarat 
Assembly election will 
be declared later. The 
counting for both states 
will be held together. 

Cheif Election Com-
missioner AK Jyoti ex-
plains that the move 
aims to ensure that the 
result of the Himachal 
elections does not affect 
the outcome in Gujarat. 

The Model Code of 
Conduct in Himachal 
Pradesh will come into 
force with immediate ef-
fect.

The Election Commis-
sion also announced a 
number of steps it would 
take in the Himachal 
Pradesh polls. The elec-
tion will see the use of 
Voter-Verified Paper Au-
dit Trail (VVPATs). 

World Cup specialist Ashish Nehra 
declares his retirement from Cricket

Left-Arm Medium Pac-
er, Ashish Nehra declares 
his retirement from all 
three formats of Inter-
national Cricket. Ashish 
Nehra praised the perfor-
mance of Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar and said that he 
realized that this is the 
right time for him to step 
away from cricket. 

38-year old Ashish 
Nehra made his debut 
in domestic cricket 20 
years ago. Nehra has so 
far appeared in 18 of the 
26 Twenty20 Internation-

als that India has played 
since the pacer’s come-
back in January 2016. He 
has declared that he will 
play his last internation-
al match on November 1 
against New Zealand.

Ashish Nehra made 
his international debut in 
1999 against Sri Lanka. 
Nehra has played 17 test 
matches, 120 ODIs, 26 
T20 international match-
es and 88 IPL matches. 
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Digest news

Union Law and Justice Minister Ravi Shankar 
Prasad has made the stand of clear over one of 
the top government law officers is certain to pres-
ent the case of Jay Shah in court. Prasad said that 
government law officers can take private suits if 
the state is not a party in the case.

“Government law officers were 
allowed to take up private suits”: Ravi 
Shankar Prasad

It is expected that PM Modi will meet British PM 
Theresa May next year at the Commonwealth 
Heads of the Government meeting in London in 
April 2018. It is expected concrete measures will 
be taken by the two to take forward their defense 
partnership.

PM Modi will meet British PM Theresa 
May in 2018

The Parliamentary Committee on external affairs 
headed by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor will ex-
amine the major issue of Doklam and Rohingya 
Muslims. The panel also includes Congress VP 
Rahul Gandhi. It will deliberate on a number of 
key foreign policy issues.

Issue of Doklam and Rohingya will 
be examined by Parliamentary Panel

Delhi Govt. offers to pay 
50% to keep Metro fares low

Delhi CM, Arvind Ke-
jriwal has written a letter 
to centre discussing the 
possibility of not increas-
ing the metro fares. Ke-
jriwal has offered to take 
over the DMRC to make 
it more efficient. He also 
said that Delhi govern-
ment is ready to provide 
half of the funds to cover 
the losses of Delhi Met-
ro if they do not increase 
fares. Kejriwal men-
tioned that the Central 
Government bore 100% 
loss of Kolkata Metro and 
they should not have any 
difficulty to bear 50% of 
the loss in case of Delhi 
metro. 

Last week, Union 
Housing and Urban Af-

fairs Minister Hardeep 
Singh Puri told Delhi 
Government that it will 
need to pay Rs. 3000 
crore annually for five 
years if it wanted to stop 
the hike in fares of Delhi 
Metro.

Kejriwal dismissed 
centre’s claims that it 
is powerless in respect 
of fare fixation suggest-
ing that Centre set up 
the fourth Fare Fixation 
Committee after a lapse 
of seven years.

Kejriwal said that Del-
hi government is confi-
dent that it will be able 
to increase the efficiency 
instead of increasing fare 
price. 

He said that City gov-

ernment and Central 
Government is 50-50 
partner of DMRC and its 
equity has been shared in 
the same proportions. 

Therefore, it seems le-
git only that both the city 
and central government 
should provide for the 

loss faced by DMRC and 
it is their combined re-
sponsibility to relieve cit-
izens of Delhi from high 
fares. However, DMRC 
has moved ahead with its 
plan and the fares of Del-
hi Metro have been hiked 
by Rs 10

Change of name for 
some universities

Universities such as 
Banaras Hindu Univer-
sity (BHU) and Aligarh 
Muslim University 
(AMU) might have to 
change their names as 
per the suggestion UGC 
panel. A UGC panel has 

suggested universities to 
avoid using terms like 
‘Hindu’ and ‘Muslim’ 
with the name of the Uni-
versity.

The UGC panel which 
was formed to probe al-
leged irregularities in 10 
central universities has 
stated that using such 
words with the name of 
the university do not re-
flect the secular character 
of the university and it 
has been recommended 
that such words should 
be dropped. The recom-
mendations to drop these 
words were made in the 
audit report of AMU.

A panel member said 
that the government uni-

versities are funded by 
the centre and they are 
secular institutions. How-
ever, words like ‘Hindu’ 
and ‘Muslim’ overshad-
ow the secular character 
of these universities.

The panel further added 
that the universities like 
Banaras Hindu Univer-

sity and Aligarh Muslim 
University can be simply 
called Banaras Universi-
ty and Aligarh University 
or it could be renamed 
after their founders. The 
auditing by the panel in-
cluded the Central Uni-
versity of Rajasthan, the 
University of Tripura, 
the Hemwati Bahuguna 
Garhwal University, the 
Pondicherry University, 
the Mahatma Gandhi An-
tarrashtriya Hindi Vish-
wavidyalaya in Wardha, 
the Allahabad Univesity, 
the Central University of 
Jammu, the Haru Gour 
University of Madhya 
Pradesh and the Central 
University of Jharkhand.

Shivam Sharma

Demonetization  has been successful 
in reducing terrorism: Jaitley

Recently, demonetiza-
tion and GST has been at-
tacked by few economists 
suggesting that it has af-
fected the economy ad-
versely. This week, while 
addressing media via vid-
eo call, Arun Jaitley dis-
cussed the positive effects 
of demonetization on the 
Indian economy.FM Arun 
Jaitley said that demone-
tization has curbed terror 
activities in Jammu and 
Kashmir by disabling the 
funders to provide stone-
pelters with money. 

Jaitley also dismissed 
oppositions’ claims that 
Demonetization and GST 
have failed to make any 
significant contribution.

Mr. Jaitley has further 
claimed that there has 

been a sharp reduction in 
terror activities in states 
like Jammu and Kashmir, 
and Chhattisgarh. He said 
that demonetization has 
effectively reduced the 
terror funding. 

Further he asserted that 
there was public support 
for the government’s re-
form initiatives despite 
the difficulties arising in 
implementing GST. 

He also made it clear 
that India needs to grow 
swiftly to compete and 

make its place in the 
world economy.

He expressed hope that 
India’s economy will be 
back on track and India 
will see growth in next 
quarter of GDP assess-
ment. 

Arun Jailtely is cur-
rently in Washington and 
will meet with business 
executives and attend the 
annual meeting of the 
International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank in 
Washington.

Shivam Sharma

Odisha Govt. raises compensation 
for deaths due to wild animal attacks

There has been a surge 
in cases of wild animal 
attacks causing the death 
of people in Odisha. In a 
baffling response to the 
situation, the state has 
raised the compensation 
for human deaths from 
Rs. 3 lakhs to 4 lakhs. 
Naveen Patnaik, CM of 
Odisha, while address-
ing the 63rd state-level 
wildlife week celebration 
declared that in case of a 
death caused by the wild 
animal attack, the com-
pensation of Rs. 4 lakhs 
will be granted to the heir 
of the victim. 

Mr. Patnaik further said 
that a compensation of 
Rs. 2000 will be released 
for the owners whose 

sheep or goat is killed 
by a wild animal. Since 
2011, over 1600 cases 
have come forth where 
the wild animal has at-
tacked a person. The 
conflicts mainly involves 
elephant, saltwater croc-
odile, leopard, sloth bear, 
and wild boar. Out of 508 
people, 396 people have 
been killed by elephants. 
The toll of injured people 
has crossed the count of 
1,100. According to the 

State Forest and Envi-
ronment Department, the 
biodiversity and the habi-
tat as a whole are affected 
by increasing biotic and 
anthropogenic pressure 
on forests. As a conse-
quence, animals come 
out of the forests towards 
human habitation seeking 
water, food or search oth-
er areas to fulfill their ne-
cessities which results in 
a violent face-off between 
humans and animals.

Shivam Sharma

Nirmala Sitharaman joins the 
IAF Commanders’ Conference

Defense Minister, 
Nirmala Sitharaman ad-
dressed the bi-annual 
Indian Air Force (IAF) 
Commanders Conference 
at the IAF headquarters. 
During her speech, Sitha-
raman said that procrasti-
nation on the part of the 
government to take mili-
tary decisions in last one 
decade has created a gap 
in military preparedness.

She further assured the 
forces that NDA govern-
ment will make efforts to 
fill those gaps and will 
work hard to ensure that 
no such gaps are created 
further in the future. 

Sitharaman also ad-
dressed the bi-annual 
Army Commanders Con-
ference and said that the 
developed powers should 
be provided Service 
chiefs so that they can 
fully utilize their capabil-
ities. 

Further, Sitharaman 
promised to focus on ca-
pacity and capability de-
velopment assuring close 
monitoring of improve-
ment in strategic infra-
structure. She ensured 
that government will also 
work to provide better 
facilities to retired and 
martyred soldiers.

Gujarat 
HC spares 
lives of 11 
convicts 

of Godhra
Recently, the Gujarat 

trial Court sentenced 
death to 11 convicts who 
were guilty of contribut-
ing heavily in the riots of 
Godhra, Gujarat 2002.

In a twist of fortunes, 
the Gujarat High Court 
has given a huge relief to 
the 11 convicts by sparing 
their lives and commuted 
their death sentence to 
life imprisonment. The 
case was in connection 
with the Godhra train 
burning case in which 59 
passengers were killed in 
February.

The court also ob-
served that the state and 
railways failed to ensure 
law and order which re-
sulted in the death of 59 
passengers and has or-
dered the state and the 
Railways to pay compen-
sation of Rs 10 Lakh to 
the nearest kin of each 
victim. The court also 
told state government to 
decide the compensation 
for the victims who were 
injured in the incident.

The HC upheld a con-
viction for 31 convicts 
who were found guilty 
bearing the charges of 
the criminal conspiracy 
and murder. 

In 2011, a special court 
awarded death sentence 
for 11 convicts where-
as 20 convicts were 
sentenced life impris-
onment. The trial court 
acquitted 63 persons for 
want of evidence.

7th Pay 
Commission 
for university 

teachers 
After a year of requests, 

complaints, protests and 
discontent by Univer-
sity, finally the 7th pay 
commission comes for 
the University teachers. 
So far, the 7th pay com-
mission has already been 
applied in every other 
department other than ed-
ucation. The government 
has given the Diwali 
gift to 7.5 lakh teachers 
who will get the benefits 
of 7th pay commission. 
HRD Minister Prakash 
Javadekar said that all the 
centrally funded univer-
sity and funded-deemed 
universities will get ben-
efits of 7th pay commis-
sion. He further said that 
the hike would be any-
where between Rs 10,000 
to Rs 50,000.

ICSSR Chief 
on Rohingya

Brij Bihari Kumar, 
Chairman of Indian 
Council of Social Sci-
ence Research said that 
Rohingya are not wel-
come in India. Bihari said 
that India should not tol-
erate Rohingya as a part 
of this nation. Bihari told 
Indians to take heart from 
Burmese counterparts 
who have not forgotten 
their enemies, who be-
trayed them in the war of 
1943 where the British 
armed Rohingya to attack 
Japanese armies and they 
pointed their guns at Bur-
mese. He added that Bur-
mese are not fools like 
Indians.
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Human beings and en-
vironment have always 
been closely related to 
each other. Human Be-
ings have developed 
technologies over mil-
lenniums and centuries 
to exploit the environ-
ment and seek benefits. 

There have been steps 
towards better technolo-
gy and transformations 
from one stage of ex-
ploitation to the other. 

We see smog in Del-
hi due to farmers burn-
ing crop residue to save 
money. Pollution cre-
ation by two wheelers 
and four wheelers has 
further contributed to 
the increase the amount 
of Carbon dioxide in the 
environment which is 
why automation indus-
try is moving towards 
electric cars. Recently, 
the Supreme Court has 
banned firecrackers to 
prevent the increase of 
pollution in the city. 
However, the verdict 
will affect the livelihood 
of people working in 
cracker industry.

 The anthropocentric 
attitude of human be-
ings is not helping. Ev-
ery small thing from Air 
conditioner to a motor 

bike, industrial set up to 
small offices affect the 
environment in one or 
the other way. Similarly, 
religious practices like 
idol immersion, cracker 
firing, rituals and rites, 
slaughtering of animals 
and similar activities 
affect the river water 
which is the only drink-
able water in the world. 
Such circumstances 
have made capitalism 
and religion the greatest 
enemy of the environ-
ment. It is necessary to 
celebrate the rituals of 
the festival but it is the 
responsibility of indi-
viduals to ensure less 
pollution. It is difficult 
to comment on the fact 
whether cracker ban is 
right or wrong. Cele-
brating the festival with 
all the happiness is im-
portant but at the same 
time, it is necessary to 
prevent the environment 
from deteriorating any 
further. Being a respon-
sible citizen, it is our 
duty and responsibility 
to ensure cleanliness 
and least contribution 
in creating pollution. An 
individual step might 
motivate a million and 
bring a change.

EditorialNEwsoNdot 

Human and Environment

TrIveNI AchAryA

cO-FOUNDer AND PreSIDeNT, reScUe 
FOUNDATION

Indian journalist and activist living in Mumbai, 
Triveni Acharya is best known for her work with 
the anti-sex-trafficking group the Rescue Founda-
tion. The Rescue Foundation was founded by her 
husband, Balkrishna Acharya, who died in car acci-
dent in 2005. After the unfortunate incident, Triveni 
Acharya assumed the presidency of foundation tak-
ing forward the mission initiated by her husband.

Rescue Foundation is NGO working to rescue 
victims of human trafficking from different parts 
of India, Nepal & Bangladesh and sold for forced 
prostitution. The NGO ensures the rehabilitation of 
the victims and supports them emotionally and fi-
nancially to come out of the trauma that they face. 

The NGO has effectively raised its voice against 
human trafficking and forced prostitution which has 
become a major problem in the developing coun-
tries. The NGO ensures that women’s human rights 
are reserved and respected. The NGO protects the 
rights of the women who have been exploited due to 
the problem of human trafficking and forced pros-
titution.

The NGO started with one protective home for 50 
girls and today it has three homes. The NGO rescues 
on an average over 300 girls and rehabilitates, and 
repatriates 700 girls annually. Till 2014, 5000 girls 
have been given a new life.

Railway Ministry puts an end to VIP culture
The Railway ministry 

has taken a step forward 
to get rid of the V.I.P. cul-
ture in Railways. The cul-
ture was set by Congress 
govt. in 1981 that made 
it mandatory for general 
managers to be present on 
the arrival and departure 
of Railway Board Chair-
man and other board 
members during zonal 
visits.

Railway ministry has 
indirectly asked its senior 
staff to discontinue the 
practice. According to the 
Railway Ministry, senior 
officials will also have 
to relieve all the railway 
staff that has been en-

gaged in domestic help at 
their service. 

According to the re-
ports, around 30,000 
trackmen work as domes-
tic help at the homes of 
senior officials. Railway 
minister has also urged 
senior officials to give 
up executive class privi-
leges and begin traveling 
in sleeper class and AC 
three-tier along with oth-
er passengers. Railway 
board chairman Ashwani 
Lohani also stated that 
no official will entertain 
bouquets and gifts at any 
time. Railways expect 
that the move will see an 
effective return of over 

10,000 employees to of-
fice who have been work-
ing as domestic help for a 
long time with no benefits 
and promotions.

Railway Minister, Pi-
yush Goyal made his in-
tentions clear suggesting 
that V.I.P. culture will end 

now and the Railway of-
ficials will have to travel 
with other passengers so 
that they are able to min-
gle with other passengers. 
The move will also en-
able them to understand 
challenges and problems 
faced by passengers.

SC bans firecrackers in Delhi, spurs black marketing frenzy again!

Amid the rising pollu-
tion in Delhi NCR last 
year, a petition was filed 
in the Supreme Court 
to ban firecrackers. Re-
sponding to the peti-
tion, the Supreme Court 
banned the sale of fire-
crackers last year in No-
vember 2016. This year, 
the SC uplifted the ban 
temporarily in September 
following a request filed 
by cracker manufactur-
ers suggesting that it will 
affect the livelihood of 
many people. Before Di-
wali, the petition to ban 
the sale of firecrackers 
has been filed again to 
ensure a pollution-free 
Diwali. The petition was 
filed by three children 
aged between six years 
and 14 months. The same 
children filed the petition 
earlier in 2015 which 

caused the ban last year. 
The petition has been 
backed by the Central 
Pollution Control Board. 

During the hearing 
for the same, the SC has 
banned the sale of fire-
crackers in Delhi till No-
vember 1. 

Diwali is on October 
19 and the ban means 
that crackers will not be 
available this Diwali. A 

bench headed by Justice 
A.K. Sikri said that we 
should try to celebrate at 
least one Diwali without 
crackers. Last year Del-
hi witnessed the worst 
pollution in 10 years 
followed by a month of 
smog. 

The SC is also aiming 
at reducing the noise pol-
lution and improving the 
environmental conditions 

in Delhi. The court will 
also keep an eye on the 
results of the ban.

The ban will result in 
a major loss for cracker 
manufacturers and the 
workers. 

However, it might im-
prove the environmental 
conditions in Delhi. In-
deed, capitalism and en-
vironment cannot walk 
hand in hand.

Shivam Sharma

Farmers burning crop residue, will 
Delhi be covered in smog again?

Last year Delhi was 
covered under dense 
smog making it impossi-
ble to even breathe, cre-
ating other major health 
problems, remember? 
The smog was the result 
of burning of tons of pad-
dy crops which released 
toxic gases and created a 
dangerous environmental 
condition for the National 
Capital. 

According to the re-
ports, the threat of smog 
has returned. Despite the 
ban imposed by National 
Green tribunal over the 
burning of paddy crops, 
the farmers have gone 
ahead with their yearly 
practice and have started 
burning the paddy crops. 
Farmers burn the residue 
of crops mainly because 
of the short gap between 
summer and winter crops 
and the cost concerns 
which leave them with 

no option but to burn 
the crops. The court or-
dered state government 
to ensure that no residue 
of crops is burnt which 
compelled the state gov-
ernment to take stringent 
action against farmers 
who burn crop residue. 
However, this measure 
by state government has 
invited protests from 
farmers who have threat-
ened to continue burning 
residue unless a suitable 
compensation is not pro-
vided to them.

The government has 

been criticized for its fail-
ure in providing farmers 
with equipment and ma-
chinery required to plow 
the paddy straw back into 
the fields. 

The opposition has sug-
gested government not to 
take actions against farm-
ers until they successful-
ly provide farmers with 
alternative arrangements. 

So far the government 
has registered over 300 
cases and penalized the 
farmers for burning the 
paddy fields which has 
resulted in stiff resistance.

Shivam Sharma

Gujarat and Maharashtra 
cut VAT on fuel

Responding to the di-
rective of Fuel Minister, 
Dharmendra Pradhan, 
the government of Maha-
rashtra, and Gujarat 
has reduced the VAT 
on petrol and diesel 
by 4%. This means 
that the cost of fuel 
goes down by Rs 2 in 
Maharashtra and Rs. 
2.93 in Gujarat. The 
two states become 
the earliest of the states to 
respond to the request of 
the center. The effective 
price of petrol has come 
down to Rs 66.53 and that 
of diesel to Rs. 60.77. The 
reduction of VAT will 
cost the state government 
Rs. 2,316 crore annually.

The move of reducing 
VAT came just before Di-
wali in the states where 
Assembly Polls are due 

around the year-end. The 
Maharashtra government 
levies 26% VAT on pet-
rol and 24% VAT on die-
sel.  While Gujarat and 
Maharashtra government 
has cut the VAT, the gov-
ernment of Chhattisgarh 
has rejected the directive 

of the center to cut VAT 
on fuel. The Deputy CM 
of Delhi, Manish Sisodia 
has said that Delhi gov-

ernment will cut 
the VAT by 5% the 
day BJP-led states 
of Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana cut the 
VAT rate.

Earlier, Maharash-
tra had also rejected 
the suggestion of the 

state stating that the state 
will not be able to bear 
the loss but agreed later. 
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment is also considering 
the option of reducing 
the VAT whereas Kerala 
and Odisha have spoken 
against lowering of taxes.

Change of 
fortune for 

Class 10 
students

Union HRD Minister, 
Prakash Javadekar has 
said that board for class 
10 will be reintroduced. 
The reform is a part of 
ongoing reforms in the 
education system. 

Currently, board exams 
for class 10 are optional 
after UPA govt. brought 
the reform that made 
board exams optional. 
The government has 
also decided to do away 
with UPA’s reform which 
prevented schools from 
failing students in exam-
inations of class 5 and 
class 8. The government 
has decided to conduct 
examinations in classes 
5 and 8 and students who 
will fail the examination 
will be detained.

However, students 
will be given one more 
chance to improve and 
appear for another ex-
amination before being 
detained. HRD Minister 
has also cleared that no 
longer marks will be dis-
tributed to students reck-
lessly. The checking and 
marking standards will 
improve to ensure the 
education quality.

Shivam Sharma
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With GST, Government trying to create pace for industrial 
growth: Rita Teotia, Commerce Secretary

We judge our Economy, not by the presence of billionaires, 
but by absence of poverty : Jeremy Corbyn, British MP

India’s

Cxos
uper

r.c. BhArGAvA
chAIrmAN, mArUTI SUZUKI

Masters of Sci-
ences in Math-
ematics form 
Allahabad Uni-
versity, Mr. 
R.C. Bhargava 
was 1st in the 
batch of Indian 
Administrative 
Services. He 
wa s born on 
30th July 1934. 
Bhargava was 
educated at The 
Doon School, 
Allahabad Uni-
versity and com-

pleted his Masters of Arts in Developmental Economics 
from Williams College, Williams Town, Massachutts, 
US. Mr. R.C. Bhargava was the Joint Secretary of Gov-
ernment of India in Ministry of Energy between 1974 
and 1977. In 1977, he became the Joint Secretary in the 
Cabinet Secretariat. He became the Commercial Direc-
tor of Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited in 1979.
He joined Maruti Udyog in 1981 as a Marketing Di-
rector and became Joint Managing Director of Maruti 
Udyog Limited in 1984. He was promoted to the post 
of Managing Director of Maruti Udyog Limited in 
1985 and continued at the post till 1997. In 1990, he 
was declared to be the Chairman and Managing Di-
rector of Maruti Udyog Limited.  Mr. Bhargava was 
named the President and CEO of RCB Consulting Pri-
vate Limited, a management and human resource outfit 
with various domestic and international clients.
In 2003, he again became the director of Maruti Udyog 
Limited and in 2007 he was declared the new Chair-
man of Maruti Suzuki India Limited. 
Mr. R.C. Bhargava was honored by Padma Bhushan 
Award which is the third highest award in the Republic 
of India.
Currently, Bhargava is the member of other boards like 
Dabur India Limited, IL$FS, RCB Consulting Private 
Limited, Taj Asia limited, Thomsan Press London, Hi-
tachi India Pvt. Ltd., BAE systems, Polaris Software 
Lab Limited.

SUNDAr PIchAI
ceO, GOOGLe

Born in 
M a d u r a i , 
Tamil Nadu, 
Sundar Pichai 
completed his 
schooling in 
Jawahar Vidy-
alaya, a Central 
Board of Sec-
ondary Educa-
tion school in 
Ashok Nagar, 
Chennai and 
completed the 
Class XII from 
Vana Vani 
school in the 

Indian Institute of Technology Madras. Pichai com-
pleted his graduation from IIT, Kharagpur in Metallur-
gical Engineering. He went to the University of Penn-
sylvania to earn a degree of MBA. He holds a degree 
of MS from Stanford University.

Pichai worked in engineering and product manage-
ment at Applied Materials. Later he switched to McK-
insey & Company where he served as a management 
consultant. 

Pichai joined Google in 2004 and led the innovation 
efforts and product management for a suite of Goo-
gle’s client software products which includes Google 
Chrome, Google Drive, and Chrome OS. The manage-
ment of Android also came under Pichai in 2013. He 
worked on the development of several other Google 
Applications like Gmail and Google Maps.

Pichai was suggested as a contender CEO of Mic-
rosoft, which was eventually given to Satya Nadella.

He was named the new CEO of Google Inc. in 2015 
during the restructuring of the process which made Al-
phabet Inc. the parent company of Google. In August 
2017, Pichai came in limelight when he fired a Google 
employee for his sexist comments and his criticism of 
company’s diversity policy.

Pichai continues to be one of the most successful 
CEOs of our times.

Big Bazaar owner buys HyperCity 
for Rs. 655 crore

Kishore Biyani, the 
founder and joint Man-
aging Director of Future 
Retail announced the ac-
quisition of HyperCity 
Retail India Ltd. Hyper-
City is owned by K. Ra-
heja Corp. Future Retails 
include Big Bazaar, Easy-
day, Nilgiris and heritage 
stores and online furni-
ture store Fabfurnish.com 
while HyperCity Retail is 
a subsidiary of Shoppers 
Stop Ltd. Future Retail 
said that the cash-and-

stock deal will be com-
pleted within three to five 
months.  HyperCity is a 
premium grocery chain 
of 19 hypermarts. 51% of 
the shares of the retail are 
possessed by Shoppers 
Stop whereas, 49% of the 
shares are owned by K. 
Raheja Corps. According 
to the deal, out of the total 
debt of 546 crores of Hy-
perCity, 250 crores will 
be transferred to Future 
retail as part of the deal.

The statement released 
by Future Retail states 
that, shares of Rs. 500 

crores of Future retail 
will be allotted to Hy-
perCity and the balance 
of Rs. 155 crores will be 
paid in cash. 

HyperCity have had a 
tough time as they have 
been facing a continuous 

loss for some time now. 
In March 2017, the accu-
mulated loss of the com-
pany was 711.77 crores. 
The company has been 
seeking a buyer for a long 
time and finally struck a 
deal this year.   

Shivam Sharma

GST: Will anything 
change for us?

Responding to com-
plaints of Indian traders 
and Small and Medium 
entrepreneurs’ protest, 
the government called a 
meeting and decided to 
bring several changes in 
the rules of GST.

The council has decid-
ed to lower tax rates on 
27 products. It further 
asked the panel of state 

ministers if there is a 
scope of lowering GST 
on air-conditioned restau-
rants which is currently 
18%.

The council, headed by 
Arun Jaitley decided to 
continue with two pre-
GST era schemes which 
will allow duty-free 
sourcing of materials for 
export production till 
March 2018. 

It is expected that this 
move will improve the 
liquidity of exporters by 
preventing their working 
capital from being locked 
up in tax procedures. 

Exports are exempted 
from taxes to bring the 
domestic industry at the 

same pedestal with world 
markets.

The Government has 
reduced prices of some 
stationary items, food 
items, diesel engine parts, 
parts of pumps and sever-
al Ayurvedic medicines.

However, textile trad-
ers in Surat are unhappy 
as no relief has been pro-
vided to the textile trad-
ers. One of the traders 
claimed that they made 

representations and del-
egations with the gov-
ernment, but not even a 
single demand of these 
traders have been taken 
into consideration.

Owners of petrol 
pumps are equally un-
happy and have declared 
a strike as oil and petrol 
have not been included in 
GST and heavy taxes are 
levied on petrol.

However, Managing 
Director of Patanjali, 
Balkrishna said that new 
measures will strengthen 
the economy of the coun-
try. The petrol pumps 
have cancelled their 
strike which was planned 
for 13th October.

Microsoft lets go off Windows phone
A few years ago, Nokia 

preferred the Windows 
Operating System for its 
mobile phones over An-
droid Operating system. 
In next few years, Nokia 
saw a massive failure and 
the company was sold to 
Microsoft. Microsoft was 
hoping to revive the win-
dows phone and brought 
new features to bring the 
phone at equal pedestal in 
the global market. Even 
after so many struggles, 
Windows phone was a 
lost child.This week, Mi-
crosoft officially declared 
to put an end to the mis-
ery of windows phone 
and announced that no 
longer the company will 
be developing new fea-
tures and hardware for 
the mobile.  

Microsoft Windows 
10 chief Joe Belfiore, 
tweeted the information, 
giving the expected news 
a flavor of authenticity.
According to the research 

company IDC, the OS 
held just 0.3% of the 
global market. The com-
pany failed to compete 
with IOS and Android 
which provide users with 
a much larger avenue of 
applications at no cost. 
Windows OS could not 
provide the diversity of 
applications provided by 
Android and IOS.  

Microsoft said that de-
veloping Windows 10 
phone was not the prior-
ity of the company. 

It was about time that 
the company could no 
longer bear the burden. 

Recently, Bill Gates de-
clared that he has also 
moved on to use Android 
OS. 

However, the company 
has shut down the possi-
bility of returning back to 
the field as a rumor holds 
that Microsoft is current-
ly working on a so-called 
“Surface Phone”. Amid 
ambiguities, the future 
of Microsoft is uncertain 
and company might pro-
ceed with its idea of Aug-
mented Reality Technolo-
gy, special glasses which 
may replace smartphones 
in future.

Recent GDP slow down of 
India is temporary: World Bank

Shivam Sharma

President of World 
Bank, Jim Yong Kim 
spoke on Indian economy 
ahead of his meeting with 
India’s FM Arun Jaitley. 
The World Bank said that 
the recent slowdown in 
the economic growth of 
India is because of the 
temporary disruptions in 
the preparation of GST.  

Yong further said that 
the slowdown is tempo-
rary and India will be able 
to recover quickly as the 
implementation of GST 
will improve. 

He stated that India 
GDP of India will climb 
up by next quarter. He 
praised the GST and said 

that it will have a positive 
effect on Indian econo-
my. Yong was questioned 
about the falling GDP 
of India, to which he re-
sponded that the GDP of 
India will stabilize during 
the year. 

He disclosed that World 
Bank has been carefully 
watching the progress in 
India and appreciated PM 
Modi for his efforts to im-
prove the business envi-
ronment in India. 

He further said that 
there is a room for India 
to improve its health sec-
tor and economic section. 
However, it will have to 
face challenges and it is 
necessary to overcome 
those challenges to grow.

For the first time, World 
Bank has added human 
capital to its wealth anal-
ysis and Yong comment-
ed on the same saying 
that no country in the 
world has been investing 
enough in their human 
beings. 

However, he appreciat-
ed and praised Modi for 

initiating the Clean India 
drive which has become 
one of the largest move-
ments. 

Indian FM Arun Jaitley 
will meet Jim Yong Kim 
this week to discuss sev-
eral economic issues and 
the issue of investment in 
human capital will also 
be discussed.

Shivam Sharma

Business
PePsiCo india Ceo resiGns 
to join aditya Birla GrouPUmang Bedi, Managing Director of Facebook India, 

has stepped down from his post. Sandeep Bhushan 
has been named as the new head. Facebook has con-
firmed the resignation commenting that he will leave 
his role by the end of the year.

Md of faCeBook india, 
uManG Bedi resiGns

According to the unpublished data, the sour loans of 
Indian Banks have touched the amount of Rs 9.5 Tril-
lion at the end of June. It has also been revealed that 
new laws will be imposed to make the loan policy 
more effective to prevent bankruptcy.

Bad loans in india went 
uP to $146 BillionD. Shivakumar has resigned from the post of CEO of 

PepsiCo India. He will be joining Aditya Birla Group 
next year after serving his period till 31st December. 
Ahmed El Sheikh, currently General Manager for 
PepsiCo Jordan and Egypt, will take his place as the 
CEO.

Mac Labs in 
India as Apple 
and Rahman 

join hands
Apple and one of the 

music composers and di-
rectors of India, AR Rah-
man has joined hand to 
establish two Mac Labs 
in India which will teach 
students how to create 
music using the Cuper-
tino-based technology 
major’s proprietary soft-
ware. The Mac Labs will 
be opened in Chennai 
and Mumbai campuses 
of KM Music Conserva-
tory (KMMC). KMMC 
is a higher music institute 
founded by Rahman. 

The lab will teach stu-
dents to use Apple’s pro-
fessional music creation 
app, Logic Pro X. Apple 
Music will also sponsor 
scholarship of 10 full-
time students for KMMC 
students from underprivi-
leged backgrounds. 

Buzz

New challenge for 
Samsung as its CEO quits
Kwon Oh-hyun, CEO, 

vice chairman, and the 
head of Samsung Elec-
tronics, and its hugely 
successful components 
business, has submitted 
his resignation before the 
board. He will discontin-
ue his role of CEO, and 
will quit his positions on 
the board and as CEO 
of Samsung Display by 
March 2018. 

Kwon said that it is 
something that he had 
been thinking of for a 
very long time. He further 
said that it is not an irra-
tional and quick decision 
but something that he had 
thought very hard about 
for quite some time. 

In his his letter to his 
employees, he said that 

it has not been an easy 
decision, but he feels that 
he can no longer continue 
with his responsibilities 
as the company CEO.

He further acknowl-
edged the condition of 
the company and said that  
the company is confront-
ed with unprecedented 
crisis inside out and it is 
time that the company 
starts anew, with a new 
spirit and young leader-
ship to better respond to 
compete with the grow-
ing rivalry, demonstrat-
ing strong recovery after 
the Galaxy Note 7 fiasco, 
which put the reputation 
of the company at stake.

The company now fac-
es a challenge of finding 
an efficient leader.
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Collegedunia.com is a search en-
gine that provides students, parents, 
and education industry with informa-
tion on the higher education sector in 
India and abroad. 

Sahil Chalana found Collegedunia 
with his team in 2014. Sahil graduat-
ed from BITS Pilani in 2010. He real-
ized that there was a huge gap in the 
data collected and the quality of in-
formation being sought by college as-
pirants in the pre-admission sessions. 
Therefore, he enhanced the working 
of his website to make it easy for the 
seekers to find sufficient and precise 
information.

The aim of the company is to pro-
vide the users with the most interac-
tive user interface and most validated 
content that can make it easier for 
the student to take one of the most 
important decisions of his or her life 
with adequate knowledge on the field. 

It aims to fulfill a vision of empow-
ering students with knowledge so 
that they make a wiser decision while 
choosing their career. 

Collegedunia.com can be used by 
the student to search their dream col-
lege and its admission process. They 
can also check the available courses, 

and can use other wide range of inter-
active tools to simplify the process of 
finding alma-mater. 

The website has the repository of 
more than 6000 courses and 20,000 
colleges which are categorized in 
different streams like Management 
Medical, Engineering, Arts and much 
more. One can classify colleges on 
the basis of ranking, ratings, fees, lo-
cation, and cutoff for different com-
petitive exams.

Collegdunia has changed the face of 
education in India by providing every 
small detail about the dream course, 
and college of students. According to 
the reviews by the users, the website 
has made their lives easier.

The simple user interface of the 
website makes it possible for the par-
ents as well to search for their chil-
dren’s education.

The company has regularly updated 
the website according to the reviews 
and requests of the user which ahs en-
sured more visits to the website.

The reviews of the company have 
also significantly in last few months 
and the company has attracted many 
investors and established itself as a 
stronger competitor in the field.

“One place to know everything 
about your dream course”

startup watch “Collegeduniya.Com”New rules on gold transaction 
soon, says Government

In August, the gov-
ernment notified that 
dealers in precious met-
als, stones, and other 
high-value goods will 
have to report authorities 
about the transaction. 
The view was to curb the 
black money invested 
in precious metals and 
stones. 

This week, the gov-
ernment has reversed its 
August order because it 
created “confusion and 
a lot of negative senti-
ment”. The cause of this 

statement was the fact 
that the notification did 
not mention any thresh-
old for the transactions to 
be reported. 

It was for the first time 
in India that jewelers 
were notified to report 
entity but the nature of 
report was not clear and 
therefore, the government 
decided to roll back the 
notification. The reversal 
also has announced that 
no longer will a buyer 
need a PAN or Aadhar 
card to purchase entity 
of over Rs. 50,000. The 
rollback also provides re-

lief to the jewelers, who, 
no longer will have to re-
port authorities regarding 
the purchase of over Rs. 
50,000.

However, the govern-
ment has made it clear 

that government will be 
keeping an eye on jew-
elers and soon a new law 
will be implemented to 
curb the black money in-
vested in precious metals 
and stones.

Shivam Sharma

Tata Sons sells mobility services to Airtel!
Several media channels 

have reported this week 
that Tata Sons is planning 
to shut down its telecom 
services. Responding to 
the news, Tata Teleser-
vices Maharashtra has 
said that it has decided to 
sell only its mobile ser-
vices arm to Airtel. It will 
however retain its broad-
band business. It said that 
the company is exploring 
all available options giv-
en the challenging busi-
ness environment in the 
telecom industry.A full 
shut down will not inter-
est any of the stakehold-
ers as that will result in 
a complete loss for the 

banks which have 
lent money to Tata 
Teleservices. A

The company has 
been hit hard ever 
since it has faced a 
stiff competition in 
the field. It does not 
have the infrastruc-
ture required to sup-
port high volumes of 
data and voice ser-
vices. The Compa-
ny was in talks with 
Bharti Airtel for the 
sale but earlier, the deal 
collapsed even before it 
could begin because of 
the heavy debts that the 
company faces.Current-
ly, Tata Teleservices is 

under an accumulated 
debt of Rs. 40,000 crore 
approx. and therefore, 
none of the other telecom 
companies were taking 
an initiative to buy the 
company.

One of the options 
available for the compa-
ny was to sell its spec-
trum that would have 
enabled it to raise a few 
thousand crores and set-
tle it’s debt..

IMF reduces India’s growth forecast to 6.7%
After RBI, Finch, and 

ADB, Indian Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has also low-
ered the growth forecast 
for India for 2017. Ear-
lier, IMF forecasted the 
growth of India at 7.2%. 
However, following the 
current condition of In-
dian Economy, IMF has 
reduced the forecast to 
6.7%. Demonetization 
created unfavorable con-
ditions for businessmen 
and caused a slowdown 
of trade. SME suffered 
to due to demonetiza-
tion since cash was not 
available on the market. 
Further, the poor imple-
mentation of GDP creat-
ed obstacles for traders 
whose profit was mini-

mized and expenditure 
increased.

India has been replaced 
as the world’s fast-
est-growing economy as 
the IMF has increased its 
current year growth fore-
cast for China to 6.8% 
putting it ahead of India. 

The World Economic 
Outlook has also reduced 

the forecast of India’s 
growth for 2018 to 7.4% 
which was earlier pro-
jected to 7.7%. India’s 
growth rate in 2016 was 
7.1%. 

It is not too late for 
India as the growth rate 
projected for China in the 
year 2018 is 6.5% and so 
it is expected that Indi-

an economy will bounce 
back to regain the title of 
World’s fastest economy. 
Also, it is expected that 
the slowdown caused by 
demonetization and GST 
will subside paving way 
for growth of trade and 
SME especially. 

It is believed that GST 
will push the growth of 
India Economy to over 
8%.

The IMF’s latest World 
Economic Outlook has 
raised global growth pro-
jection to 3.6% for this 
year and 3.7% for the 
next year.

Once the Indian market 
recovers from the slow-
down, it will be all set to 
run fast and beat others.
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Tata may buy Air India, 
says N. Chandrasekaran

The executive chair-
man of Tata Sons, Na-
tarajan Chandrasekaran 
has disclosed that Tata is 
interested to buy Air In-
dia and the company will 
need more details from 
the government on disin-
vestment process of Air 
India. 

Chandrasekaran said 
that Tata is considering 
buying state-owned Air 
India Ltd., however, it 
needs more details from 
the government on the 

process. He said that the 
company does not have 
all the details which are 
the major obstacle to the 
deal. 

However, he made it 
clear that Tata will seri-
ously consider the busi-
ness proposal.

He further said that Air 
India is very vast as it has 
many different groups 
within Air India and there 
is real estate. Even after 
considering the debts and 
liabilities, the company 

is looking forward to the 
deal. 

Tata SIA Airlines Lim-
ited is already operating 
as Vistara and planning to 
add Air India to their avi-
ation business.

Recently, the govern-
ment has confirmed the 
privatization of Air India 
due to heavy losses and 
debts it has been facing. 
Under such circumstanc-
es, it is expected that the 
deal might free the state 
of its burdens.

GST leads 
to fall of 

revenue in 
Goa

The implementation of 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) has led to a re-
duction of 22%  in Goa’s 
tax collection so far as 
compared to the revenue 
collection during the cor-
responding period last 
year. 

The State Commer-
cial Taxes Department, 
which keeps a record of 
tax collection, said that 
the drop is expected to 
discontinue in the future. 
The state government ex-
pects that GST will stabi-
lize by January 2018. 

So far the state has 
seen a fall of Rs 136.48 
crore so far. The officials 
have assured that the fall 
is temporary. 

It has further been in-
formed to the people 
that the center will com-
pensate the loss of first 
five years to ensure the 
economic growth of the 
state. It is however ex-
pected that the GST will 
be beneficial in the long 
run.

Meru files 
complaint 

against Ola 
and Uber
Meru Cabs, one of the 

earliest taxi services of 
India has filed four new 
complaints against Ola 
and Uber cabs to the 
country's antitrust watch-
dog Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI) 
for allegedly abusing 
market dominance in four 
cities. 

The complaint has been 
filed due to the unfair 
competition posed by the 
two to Meru cabs. Meru 
cab owner has accused 
Ola and Uber of pouring 
Foreign financial invest-
ment to the Indian mar-
ket that has enabled them 
to sell their services at a 
lower cost and bear loss. 
It has been claimed that 
due to the foreign back-
ing, both Ola and Uber 
have been bearing losses 
to sell cheap services. 

However, other taxi 
providing companies do 
not have any such source 
of investment which has 
created incompetency 
in the market and has 
reduced the business of 
Meru cabs.
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Every year, we celebrate Diwali, following the ceremonies 
and rituals. Seldom has it occurred to us to know the 

reason of those rituals and ceremonies. Sometimes we ask 
our elders the reason of these rituals and ceremonies. Mostly 

we get the answers but sometimes they also fail to answer. 
Here are some of the things you might not know why…

Why do we burst crackers on Diwali ?
In last few years, few have heard a lot about 

how crackers cause an increase in pollution 
and create breathing problems. 

Animals’ lovers also protest against 
crackers because crackers scare them. 
However, our elders tell us that bursting 
crackers mark the auspicious day and 
eliminate the negativity of the dark night. 

For all those, who are not pleased with 
the answer, here is a scientific reason to burst 

crackers on Diwali. After monsoon weather be-

comes pleasant less hot. 
Such weather perfectly accommodates the 

needs of insects and mosquitoes to breed. We 
see mosquitoes and insects everywhere around 
us before winters. 

According to a research, a bursting of crack-
ers kills insects and reduces the chance of dis-
eases caused by insect or mosquito bites. 

However, the Supreme Court has banned 
crackers to control noise and air pollution 
caused by it. This means that this Diwali there 
will be no crackers.

Why do we play cards on Diwali?
Gambling has been criticized by 

Vedas and it is discouraged by fam-
ilies. However, people play cards 
and gamble freely on Diwali. Ever 
wonder why…

According to Hindu Mythology, 
Goddess Parvati was playing a game 
of dice with Lord Shiva. She was 
continuously winning which excited 
her and she declared that whoev-

er will gamble on Diwali will mint 
wealth throughout the year.

Some communities believe that 
Diwali is the day when the God-
dess Lakshmi, who is the goddess of 
wealth, prosperity, and fortune vis-
its every house and so they try their 
luck hoping that Goddess Lakshmi 
will shower her blessings and they 
will win.

Why Lakshmi and Ganesh are worshipped together?
According to a story in Hindu 
Mythology, one day, Goddess 

Lakshmi became arrogant 
and starting praising her-
self so much so that she 
said that she is the only 
one worthy of worship. 
When Lord Vishnu got 
tired of her, he reminded 
her of her imperfection 
pertaining to the fact 
that she does not bear 
a child. After hearing 

t h i s , Lakshmi got very upset 

and went to Goddess Parvati seek-
ing a favor. Lakshmi requested 
Paravati to let Goddess Lakshmi 
adopt one of her two sons Kartik 
and Ganesh. After persuading for a 
long time, Goddess Parvati agreed 
to let Goddess Lakshmi adopt Ga-
nesh on the condition that Goddess 
Lakshmi will take good care of 
him. Goddess Lakshmi promised 
and announced that every time 
when someone will worship her, 
he or she will have to worship Lord 
Ganesh first.

Did 
you 

know? 

Some  rarely known stories and legends of Ramayana

Death of Rama

When Lakshman did’nt sleep 
for 14 years

Lakshman was so much 
dedicated to brotherly 
love that he decided to 
protect Ram and Sita day 
and night. To accomplish 
this humongous task, he 
visited Nindra and asked 
for help. Nindra said that 
it is necessary to main-

tain balance and so some-
one will have to sleep for 
14 years. 

 Lakshman suggested 
Urmila, his wife to be 
considered. Nindra ap-
proached to Urmila, who 
happily agreed and slept 
for 14 years.

After consumption of 
Sita by “mother” Earth, 
Ram knew that his job 
on Earth is done and it 
is time for him to leave. 
However, the task cannot 
be accomplished in the 
presence of Hanuman. 
Therefore, it was im-
portant to send Hanuman 
away.  

One day when Ram was 
sitting on the throne, his 
ring fell on the ground, 
it made a hole and disap-
peared inside. Hanuman 
went to find the ring and 
reached the world of spir-
its. 

When he told the king 
of spirits the reason for 

his arrival, the king came 
with a platter full of thou-
sand rings. 

All the rings were same 
and Hanuman could not 
understand the situation. 

The king told him that 
there have been thou-
sands of incarnations of 
Ram and whenever the 
incarnation of Ram is 
about to be over, his ring 
fell which is collected by 
the king and further said 
that when Hanuman will 
go back, he will not find 
Ram.

Ram also later ended 
his life at river Sarayu 
like his brother Laksh-
man.

Lakshman died because of Ram’s 
vow

When Hanuman was 
away looking for Ram’s 

ring, sage Vasistha and 
god Brahma approached 

to meet Ram and told 
him that they want to 
talk to him in alone and 
no one should hear their 
conversation. 

A ground rule was set 
that if anyone comes 
during the conversa-
tion, his head should be 
cut off. Lakshman was 
assigned the duty to 
guard the door and not 
let anyone in. 

Vishwamitra came to 
meet Ram in between 
and he was stopped by 
Lakshman. Vishwam-

itra took offense and 
warned Lakshman that 
if his presence was not 
announced to Ram, 
he will burn the entire 
kingdom.

 Lakshman decided 
that life of people in the 
city is more important 
than his own life and 
so he entered inside and 
announced the arrival 
of Vishwamitra.

 Brahma and sage 
Vaistha came to tell 
Ram that it is the time 
that he should leave 

human body and rejoin 
gods. 

When Lakshman en-
tered, the conversation 
was already over but 
Lakshman reminded 
Ram of his vow and de-
cided that no dishonor 
shall be brought upon 
Ram’s name.  

Next day, to fulfill the 
vow, Lakshman went to 
Sarayu river and disap-
peared in the moving 
water. Thus, fulfilling 
the vow of his elder 
brother.

Once Ram used Brahmastra on Hanuman
After Lord Ram be-

came the King, one 
day when the court 
was adjourned, Nara-
da asked Hanuman to 
greet all sages except 
Vishwamitra, since he 
was a King once. Ha-
numan did the same 
but Vishwamitra was 
unaffected.

Narada went on and 
instigated Vishwam-
itra, which raised his 
anger and he went to 

Ram and asked him 
to punish Hanuman to 
death. 

Ram could not ig-
nore his command 
since Vishmamitra 
was his guru, and sen-
tence death to Hanu-
man by arrows. 

Next day, the state-
ment was to be exe-
cuted, but all arrows 
failed to harm Hanu-
man as he kept chant-
ing Ram!

Since Ram had to 
abide by his Guru’s 
word, he decided to 
use the Brahmastra 
and execute punish-
ment but to the sur-
prise of all, Hanu-
man’s chants of Ram 
even failed the most 
powerful Brahmastra! 
Seeing this, Narada 
went to Vishwami-
tra and confessed his 
mistake, putting an 
end to it.

Ram had an elder 
sister named Shanta
Before the birth of 

Ram and his brothers, 
King Dashratha and 
his first wife Kausha-
lya had a daugh-
ter named Shanta. 
Kaushalya’s elder sis-
ter Vershini and her 
husband Raja Rom-
pad (who was a close 
friend of Dashratha) 
had no offspring. 
Once, when Vershini 
joked around asking 
for a child, to which, 
Dashratha promised 
her that she can adopt 
his daughter, Shanta. 
Then, Shanta was ad-
opted by Rompad, the 

king of Angdesh.

One day Shanta and 
Rompad were busy 
in a conversation and 
ignored the Brahmin 
who came to visit King 
Rompad requesting 
help for cultivation 
during the monsoon. 
The Brahmin left the 
kingdom. The God 
of rains, Lord Indra, 
was offended because 
a Brahmin devotee 
of his was insulted. 
He decided to punish 
Rompad and hence, 
it did not rain in the 
coming monsoon.

To undo the curse 
and make Indra happy, 

Raja Rompad 

called Rishi Rishy-
asringa, to perform 
a Yagna requesting 
the Lords for rains, 
which succeeded. 
To honor the Rishi, 
King Dashratha and 
King Rompad decid-
ed to marry Shanta to 
Rishyasringa.

As Dahsratha had 
no heir yet, he called 
Rishyasringa to per-
form a Yagna for him 
too, after which the 
God of Fire gave a 
dessert to Dashratha 
for his wives to con-
sume, eating which 
Ram and his brothers 

were born.

The legend of Dhanteras 
and Yamadeepan

People in India, es-
pecially North India, 
celebrate the festival of 
Dhanteras with enthu-
siasm buying gold and 

new things for them-
selves and their loved 
ones. The festival of 
Dhanteras is celebrated 
two days before Diwa-
li, on Trayodashi. How-
ever, few people have 
heard of Yamadeepan, 
the festival celebrated 
very next of Dhanteras.

The story and legend 
behind the two are con-
nected. 

The legend goes that 
there was a king Hima, 
whose 16-year old son 
predicted his death 
caused by snake-bite 
on the fourth day of 
his marriage. On that 
particular day, his wife 
did not let him sleep 
and laid all the lustrous 
ornaments of silver and 
gold in a big heap at 

the entrance of her hus-
band’s room. She light-
ed innumerous lamps 
all over the place. 
Throughout the night, 
she kept her husband 
awake by telling stories 

and singing songs.
As the night became 

darker, Yamraj came 
in the form of a snake 
to take the husband. 
However, due to bright 
light, he could not see 
anything and climbed 
up the heap of silver 
and gold ornaments. He 
sat there whole night 
listening to stories and 
songs and lost the count 
of time. In the morning 
he went away quietly. 
Thus, the wife saved 
the life of his husband.

The fourth day of their 
wedding was Dhanteras 
and next morning the 
couple celebrated the 
gift of life by enlighten-
ing lamps and kept it on 
for the whole Chatur-
dashi night glorifying 

Yama. Since then Ya-
madeepan is celebrated 
in honor of Yamaraj.

The story of Dhan-
teras is related to the 
famous Samudra Man-
than done by Gods 

and Demons. During 
the Samudra Manthan, 
Dhanvanrti Vaid (the 
god of medicine) came 
out of the sea hold-
ing Amrit. Therefore, 
Dhanteras is also cel-
ebrated as Dhanvantri 
Jayanti.

The legend further 
goes on to say that 
Goddess Laxmi, who 
was succumbed into the 
curse also rose from the 
sea bringing back the 
wealth and prosperity 
in the world.

This is why, people 
celebrate this day with 
shopping and buying 
gold coins and orna-
ments to address the ar-
rival of Goddess Laxmi 
back in to the world.

Happy shopping day!

Shivam Sharma
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Diwali, a Celebration across the World
Diwali is a holiday not only in India but in 

Trinidad & Tobago, Myanmar, Singapore, 
Mauritius, Guyana, Surinam, Malaysia, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, and Fiji, and is an optional hol-
iday in Pakistan.

Jains celebrate a festival of lights to mark 
the attainment of moksha by Mahavira on the 
night of Diwali

Diwali is also celebrated in honor of the 
marriage of the Goddess Lakshmi and Lord 
Vishnu.

On Diwali, there are a huge number of owl 
sacrifices by Tantriks secretly and hence, the 
demand for owls increases.

Diwali marks the Bandi Chhor Divas for 
Sikhs. On this day Guru Hargobind was re-
leased from prison by the Mughal Emperor 
Jahangir who freed 52 other Hindu kings with 
him, from the Gwalior Fort.

 Diwali is a significant day for Sikhs 
also because the foundation stone of the Golden Temple was laid on the day of Diwali in 1577. The Marwari New Year is celebrated on 
the day of Diwali, which is the last day of Krishna Paksha of Ashvin month and also last day of the Ashvin month of Hindu calendar. 
The Gujarati New Year is celebrated the day after the festival of Diwali. The Gujarati New Year is synonymous with the Sudekam i.e. 
first day of Shukla paksha of the Kartik month - which is taken as the first day of the first month of Gujarati lunar calendar.

Rangoli

Diwali in South India
Diwali is a festival 

which is celebrated 
not only in India but in 
many other countries 
like Thailand, Sin-
gapore, Nepal, etc. It 
has been assumed by 
some people that the 
reason of celebrating 
the festival of Diwali 
is same all over India. 

Surprisingly, No! In the 
Southern part of India, 
the reason to celebrate 
the festival of Diwali 
is different. In South 

India, Diwali is cele-
brated a day before in 
North India.

People in South India 
celebrate the festival a 
day before Diwali be-
cause they celebrate 
the festival of Naraka 
Chaturdashi. The festi-
val celebrates the victo-
ry of Lord Krishna over 

Narakasur.
The legend goes that 

there was a demon 
Narakasur, drunk with 
powers brought all the 

kingdoms of the Earth 
under his control and 
defeated Indra to cap-
ture heaven as well. He 
kidnapped many wom-
en and ill-treated them. 
When Lord Vishnu 
incarnated as Krishna, 
he put an end to this by 
attacking Narakasur’s 
fort and defeating him.

In order to mark the 
victory of justice and 
freedom, people of 
South India celebrate 
the festival.

Shivam Sharma

Kali Pooja for Bengalis

On the day when most 
of the Northern India 
is celebrating Diwali 
worshipping Laksh-
mi-Ganesh and Ram 
and Sita, people in 
West Bengal are busy 
celebrating Kali Pooja.

The 15th day of the 
dark side of Ashwin 
month is considered to 
be the day of Kali Poo-
ja for Bengalis.

The story behind the 
tradition is that when 
Kali, an incarnation of 
Goddess Durga came 
down to Earth she 
killed many demons 
including Mahishasur, 
Shumbh, Nishumbh, 

and Rakhtbeej. 
After killing these 

demons, she realized 
that human beings have 
also become corrupt 
and hence, they should 
be wiped out too.

In order to accom-
plish the task, she 
moved ahead and 
charge towards human 
beings to annihilate 
anyone and everyone 
who stood in her path. 
The killing went on for 
some time till the dei-
ties visited Lord Shiva 
and requested to put a 
stop to the killing.

Shiva agreed to step 
in and tried to talk to 
Kali, but she was too 
much intoxicated with 

anger to listen to any-
thing. Shiva, then, de-
cided to lie down on 
the path of Kali. As she 
approached forth, un-
knowingly she stepped 
on Shiva and immedi-
ately realized the blun-
der that she made. She 
got embarrassed and 
took out her tongue, 
which is the scene cap-
tured by many sculp-
tors. 

Her anger vanished 
and she calmed down. 
All this happened on 
the new moon day of 
Ashwin month which 
coincides with Diwali.

It is to celebrate this 
savior, that Goddess 
Kali is worshipped.

Shivam Sharma

Halloween 
of India: 

‘Kali 
Chaudas’
Did your mother ever 

tell you to be careful 
while crossing an inter-
section path around Di-
wali? In several parts of 
the world, Halloween is 
celebrated on 31st Oc-
tober. In India, the con-
cept of Halloween is not 
spread yet. However, In-
dia also has its own Hal-
loween day on the 14th 
day of dark half of Ash-
win month, a day before 
Diwali. Kali Chaudas is 
a night that is believed 
to evoke a sense of the 
occult and voodoo. It is a 
concept of reawakening 
of the secretive and dark 
world of the unknown.

The night of Kali Chau-
das is believed by some, 
to be the most dangerous 
night of the year as ex-
orcists and Tantriks use 
the night to perform their 
black magic. According 
to them, the night of Kali 
Chaudas is the one to ap-
pease the unhappy souls. 
Black magicians sur-
round the crematoriums 
in and around the city to 
perform rituals and sacri-
fices to please Lord Kaal 
Bhairav and Goddess 
Meladi.

Sites of Ramayana in Sri Lanka
Everyone is aware of Ayodhya and Janakpuri. But there are some 

places of Ramayana, which no one knows still exist and can be visited.
Ashok Vatika

According to Ramayana, Ashok 
Vatika is the place where Sita was 
held captive. The place is in Sri 
Lanka and Sri Lankan tourism has 
preserved it well !

Dolu Kanda-
Sanjeevani drops...

When Indrajeet at-
tacked Lakshaman, 
Lakshman fell uncon-
scious. To heal Laksh-

mana, Hanuman flew 
all the way to Himala-
ya and brought Sanje-
evani Mountain.

Yahangala 
Did you ever think of 
what happened to the 
dead body of Ravana? 
His body was kept at 
Yahangala so that his 
countrymen could pay 
last respect to him. It 

is believed in some 
traditions that area is 
protected by ‘Gale Ban-
dara’ deity and ill-for-
tune come to those 
who intend to enter the 
territory with ill intent.

Sites of Ramayana in India
Kishkindha

Kishkindha is a modern-day 
ruin of Hampi in Karnataka. 
Kishkindha was the city of apes 
ruled by Bali and later Sugreev.

Rishyamukha Parvat
While searching for Sita, Ram and Laksh-

man reached the Rishyamukha Parvata. 
Here, they met Lord Hanuman and Sugreev, 
who was hiding from his elder brother. 

Rameshwaram
This is the site 

from where the 
army of mon-
keys and apes 
started build-
ing the famous 
‘Ram Setu’ 
writing the 
name Ram on 

the stone so that 
it floats on water. 
The bridge can 
be seen between 
India and Sri 
Lanka and the 

debate contin-
ues over Ram 
Setu

Celebrate Diwali in a different way
The Supreme Court has banned firecrackers which mean no pollution and smoke this 

year, but it also means that there will be no noise of crackers to give you the feel of Diwali. 
Do not worry; we bring some ideas to celebrate your Diwali without crackers this year.

Organize a party
More than any-

thing, Diwali is a 
festival of social 
gathering. Everyone 
wants to go out and 
party in his or her 
own style. Invite 
your friends to come 

to your home and 
have a Diwali blast 
without any smoke 
or noise. A gather-
ing of your family 
or friends will surely 
put you in the festive 
mood.

Dress up for the occasion
Well, who is not excited 

to get dress handsomely, 
and when it is Diwali, the 
excitement reaches whole 
new level. 

Keep a dress code and 

tell everyone to dress up 
accordingly. 

You can go beyond eth-
nic and organize some 
other theme party to ex-
tend the fun.

Music and Dance are important
Dance enhances 

the party mood and 
brings out the excite-
ment. Set your speak-
ers, play some speak-

ers, and sway. This 
will make the party 
more dynamic than it 
already is and people 
will love it.

Food is the key
It is Diwali and a party! 

Everyone is coming to eat. 
You can cook something 
delicious that will make ev-
eryone drool. If you are not 

a great cook or you do not 
want to spend time coking, 
do not cook. Order some 
cheap and good food. May 
be you guys can chip in.
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Australians say ‘NO’ to 
Adani’s coal mine project

Earlier this week, many 
Australians came on the 
road to protest against the 
proposition made by Indi-
an mining giant Adani for 
a $16.5 million Carmi-
chael coal mine project. 
The project has been kept 
on hold for a long time 
because of financial and 
environmental issues. 

Rallies were organized 
in Sydney, Brisbane, Mel-
bourne, the Gold Coast, 
and Port Douglas in North 
Queensland. Thousands 
of protestors came to the 
street and raised slogans 
against Adani and the 
mining project. People in 
Australia are concerned 
about the adverse effects 
of the mining project on 
the environment of Aus-
tralia that might harm the 
health of their families.

On the contrary, CEO of 
Adani Australia,  Jeya-
kumar Janakaraj claimed 
that the company is com-
mitted to creating more 
jobs and the project has 
gained decent support in 
regional Australia. 

Janakraj further said 
that an Adani India festi-
val was organized where 
20,000 people gathered 
which indicates the local 
support.

Minister Coralee O'Ro-
urke spoke at the festival, 

welcoming Adani and 
praised him for working 
with the government to 
deliver a job-creating 
project. 

However, according to 
a recent poll conducted 
later, nearly 70% of the 
Australians opposed gov-
ernment loan for Adani 
mine and believe that 
not only it will affect the 
reputation of Australia 
but also affect the envi-
ronment and will create 
health-related problems.

Shivam Sharma

Hungary tries to pressurize 
Ukraine over new education law

Last month, the Pres-
ident of Ukraine signed 
the controversial law on 
education which made 
the Ukrainian the main 
language in schools and 
rolled back the options 
for lessons in other lan-
guages. Several coun-
tries including Hungary, 
Russia, Romania, and 
Moldova expressed their 
concerns over the same 
believing that the bill 
would infringe the rights 
of ethnic minorities in the 
country.

Ukrainian officials dis-
missed the claim saying 
that the law will make 
Ukrainian the central lan-

guage of the country but 
will also protect the rights 
of all minor communities 
to gain the education. 

Hungarian Foreign 
Minister Peter Szijjarto 
referred as "a shame and 
a disgrace." The min-
istry further added that 
Ukraine’s leadership is 
not taking the country 

towards Europe, but to-
wards a dead end.

This week, Szijjarto 
has declared that he will 
ask the EU to revise its 
agreement with Ukraine. 
He continued his claims 
that the new language 
law limits the rights of 
minorities. 

Mr. Szijjarto further 

said that the law is affect-
ing around 150,000 ethnic 
Hungarians and other mi-
norities, including Rus-
sians, Romanians, and 
Moldovans and the only 
way to change the law is 
to increase international 
pressure on Ukraine. 

Foreign Minister of 
Hungary Mr. Szijjarto 
met the Hungary mi-
nority leaders and local 
authorities in Western 
Ukraine and suggested 
that the condition of mi-
norities in education is 
worse than it was during 
the Soviet Era.

It is expected that he 
might bring up the is-
sue of membership of 
Ukraine before EU.

Shivam Sharma

Independence of Catalonia 
will not be recognized by EU

Last month, an in-
dependence drive was 
sparked in the Eastern 
province of Spain, Cata-
lonia. Catalonia consists 
of four provinces which 
include Barcelona, Giro-
na, Lleida, and Tarrago-
na. Recently, Catalonia 
went ahead with inde-
pendence referendum to 
vote on the issue whether 
Catalonia should sepa-
rate itself from Spain and 
become an independent 
country. 

According to the lead-
er, Puigdemont, around 
90% of the people vot-
ed in the favor of inde-
pendence for Catalonia. 
Puigdemont has pointed 
out that Spanish govern-
ment is unwilling to dis-
cuss negotiations over the 
issue.

Spanish Deputy PM, 

Soraya Sáenz de San-
tamaría said that govern-
ment will take an action 
if Puigdemont goes on to 
declare the independence 
of Catalonia. Howev-
er, Puigdemont has not 
cleared his intentions and 
course of actions. 

It remains unclear 
whether Catalonia will 
discuss the terms of ne-
gotiations and solve the 
matter or will go ahead 
with the declaration of in-
dependence. 

The Spanish govern-
ment has made it clear if 
the situation gets out of 
hand then article 155 may 
be imposed on Catalonia.

Clearing its stand, the 
French government has 
said that in case Catalonia 
declares independence, it 
will not be recognized by 
EU. It has been further 
said that Catalonia cannot 
be defined by a week ago 
referendum. 

France’s European af-
fairs minister, Nathalie 

Loiseau has urged the 
two parties to solve their 
dispute peacefully and 
come to a middle ground. 
She further made it clear 
that if Catalonia declares 
independence, it will be 
automatically out of EU 
and will be obliged to 
apply again for the mem-
bership.

There is an immense 
pressure of Catalonian 
President Puigdemont to 
cancel the independence 
referendum.

Shivam Sharma

Russia vs NATO: Black Sea Force 
deployed by NATO in Romania

A new cold-war style 
scenario has escalated in 
Crimea which has always 
been the bone of conten-
tion for Russia and West-
ern European countries. 
In a recent proceeding, 
NATO has decided to de-
ploy a contingent to the 
eastern flank. The Black 
Sea Force is launched 
by NATO with an inten-
tion of keeping a check 
on growing Russian 
presence in the Black-
Sea after the Kremlin’s 
2014 seizure of Crimea.
NATO plans to initially 
send a Romanian brigade 

of up to 4,000 soldiers 
which will be supported 
by troops of other nine 
NATO countries. 

US have also sent 900 
US troops in the place al-
ready. The objective is to 
include additional sea and 
air assets to maximize the 
capabilities of the force.

Romanian President 
Klaus Iohannis has made 
his intentions clear saying 
that the country does not 
want war but peace but 
it is important solidify 
the defense. Russia has 
accused NATO of trying 
to encircle it and threat-
en the stability in Eastern 
Europe. NATO has de-

nied the accusations and 
defended them by saying 
that NATO is sending a 
clear message that NATO 
is strong and it is togeth-
er. Romania, Bulgaria and 
Turkey are the member of 

NATO around the Black 
Sea and Ukraine might 
join soon.

The Black Sea region is 
rich in oil and gas which 
has attracted the attention 
of NATO.

Shivam Sharma

Long way to go for Greece

According to the issued 
by Eurostat, after the sec-
ond quarter of the year, 
Greece remains at the 
bottom of the European 
property market. All EU 
members, except Greece, 
have seen an increase in 
the price of property this 
year. According to the 
Central Bank of Greece, 
the price of property has 
dropped by 1.2%.

The country has been 
seeing the drop of proper-
ty prices ever since 2008. 
According to the report, 
so far in 9 years, Greece 

has seen the total fall of 
43% in the property rates. 
In Athens, the decline 
rate has exceeded 44% 
whereas in Thessaloniki 
the rate has crossed the 

mark of 46.5%
Last week, EU declared 

improvement in the eco-
nomic condition of 
Greece which has faced a 
crisis for a long time.

Shivam Sharma

Inequality is rising swiftly 
in Australia, says IMF

At the launch of the 
IMF’s latest Fiscal Mon-
itor, Director of fiscal 
affairs of International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
has told the audience that 
Income inequality growth 
of Australia has been 
rising fast. He said that 
the inequality growth in 
Australia in last 30 years 
has been similar to that of 
US, India, China, Spain 
and the UK.

Last month, Scott 
Morrison said that in-

come inequality was not 
growing in Australia. He 
further told the Business 
Council of Australia that 
according to the Reserve 
Bank, wages in specific 
industries were growing 
slowly but the brunt of it 

was shared by everyone 
equally.

IMF declared that 
Australia is among the 
countries with the high-
est growth in income in-
equality in the world over 
the last 30 years.

Shivam Sharma

Flood in 
Vietnam 

claims 
43 lives
43 people have been 

killed in floods caused 
by a tropical depression. 
This is one of the highest 
death tolls recorded in 
the country from flood-
ing.

The disasters injured 
21 people and destroyed 
or damaged more than 
1,000 houses, sub-
merged another 16,740 
homes and damaged in-
frastructure and crops in 
six central and northern 
provinces.

In the hardest-hit 
northern province of Hoa 
Binh, 17 people died and 
15 others were missing.

Over thousand people 
have been rescued so far. 
However, many are still 
struck in the flood. So far 
50 cm of rain has been 
recorded by Vietnam au-
thorities.

11 
killed in 
Suicide 
Bomber 

attack
A suicide bomber has 

struck a café in the west-
ern city of hit, say the 
Iraqi authorities. The 
attack has claimed 11 
lives. The security bu-
reau of city has declared 
that 15 other people were 
wounded in the attack. It 
has been also disclosed 
that all the victims are 
civilians. The attack took 
place in Iraq’s Western 
Anbar province. The sui-
cide bomber blew him-
self up in a café in Hit 
district.  A day before the 
incident, Iraqi forces shot 
dead a suicide bomber 
from the daesh terrorist 
group in Western Iraq. 

 The ministry has as-
sured public safety and 
more security for the fu-
ture. Iraqi securities have 
been battling against Is-
lamic State militants in 
the western desert prov-
ince for some time now.
However, the affiliations 
of attackers are not clear 
so far.
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WORLD THis WeeK
Wildfires in California claims 
23 lives

Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London will 
visit India and Pakistan

Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London and Deputy Mayor, 
Rajesh Agarwal will visit India and Pakistan in the 
first official trip by a senior British politician to both 
countries. The trip is to seek reassurance over busi-
ness in the post-Brexit period.

Tiff between Iran and U.S. over 
nuclear deal

Massive wildfires raged across Northern California 
that has killed at least 10 people so far. Up to 20,000 
people have been rescued and evacuated. The wild-
fire has destroyed over 1,500 buildings and is said to 
be one of the most destructive fire emergencies in the 
US states history.

The head of Iran’s nuclear agency has warned U.S. 
not to undermine the nuclear deal of 2015 and have 
made it clear that if the deal faces any problem, there 
will be consequences. U.S. gave a negative reaction 
to Iran’s nuclear development last month

Greece debates on changing Gender identity

Greek MPs have passed 
a bill on the legal rec-
ognition of the change 
in gender identity with-
out undergoing a medi-
cal treatment. The new 
bill will give the right to 
Greeks to decide their 
gender at the age of 15. 
The move was earli-
er welcomed by human 
rights groups but exposed 
political division and 
church opposition.

Currently, the law in 
Greece requires a per-
son who wishes to have 
their desired gender le-
gally recognized to be 

diagnosed with “gen-
der identity disorder” 
and compels them to get 
their reproductive organs 
removed for the same. 
Human Rights have con-
demned the current prac-
tice stating that it is a 
violation of human rights 
and such a practice must 
be discontinued. Leftist 
party, Syriza, which has 
put the law up for debate 
and vote believes that 
changing the legal gen-
der is a matter of personal 
choice and should not be 
treated with medical tests 
and surgeries.

The draft legislation 
says that a person should 

have the right to change 
legal gender twice, and 
the applicant must not be 
married.

The law comes in sup-
port of transgender peo-
ple who face problem in 
daily life and their gender 
identity sometimes create 
confusions and problems 
for them. 

The transgender people 
believe that finally their 
problems have been ad-
dressed as it has been a 
daily life struggle and has 
welcomed the law.

However, the Orthodox 
Church and several po-
litical parties sit tight in 
strong opposition to the 
bill.

Shivam Sharma

UK tries to come 
out of Brexit ‘Muddle’

Brexit muddle has been 
confusing economists 
and the politicians all 
around the globe as the 
event will have a ma-
jor effect on the global 
economy and polity. Last 
month, people of UK 
polled against the Brexit 
and the cabinet was also 
divided on the issue. Pro-
crastination on major is-
sues and poor planning 
is not helping the cause. 
This week, British PM, 
Theresa May told MPs 
that “real and tangible” 
progress had been made 
in Brexit talks. However, 
the labor party has said 
that “no real progress” 
has been made since the 

referendum. 
Mrs. May confirmed 

the subjection of Britain 
to the rulings of Europe-
an Court Justice during a 
planned two-year transi-
tion period after Britain 
leaves the EU in March 
2019. Commenting on 
the issue, Former Irish 
PM, John Bruton has said 
that EU cannot rely on the 
UK to stick to the Brexit. 
Bruton further accused 
UK PM Theresa May for 
her vague approach on 
the issue. 

He said that British 
Government is hopeless-
ly divided on the issue 
and nothing concrete has 
come out so far. 

INTerNATIONAL/GLOBe

Trump triumphs as Supreme 
Court dismisses travel ban case

The travel ban imposed 
by Donald Trump earlier 
this year faced a lot of 
criticism. The ban im-
posed restrictions on the 
immigrants of countries 
including Syria, Sudan, 
Iran, Libya, Yemen, and 
Somalia.  

A case was filed in the 
US Supreme Court chal-
lenging the ban imposed 
by the Trump administra-
tion. In a recent proceed-
ing at the Supreme Court, 
the court has dismissed 
the case against travel 
ban on majority-Muslim 
countries because the ban 
has been replaced by a 
new, more organized law, 
which has pushed things 
back to square one. The 
case began in Maryland 
where one of two federal 
appeals courts had struck 
down major portions of 
Trump’s travel ban. How-

ever, there is one more 
case pending on the same 
which will be heard in 
around December over 
the same issue and it is 
highly likely that the SC 
will turn down the case. 
The justices ruled that 
the action made the court 

challenge moot. The ver-
dict of the court is a major 
triumph for Trump who 
has been facing challeng-
es and criticism over his 
imposition of travel bans 
in the US. 

In Maryland, the feder-
al has scheduled another 

hearing for the next week 
over the same issue. The 
change in the law last 
month has put Trump ad-
ministration in a stronger 
position and it is expected 
that the left case will turn 
in the favor of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Shivam Sharma
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Trump may cancel license of 
major media companies

President of US, Don-
ald Trump has threatened 
major media compa-
nies to keep off the fake 
news and questioned 
their licenses. The issue 
arose after the publish-
ing of a story by certain 
NBC channel regarding 
the meeting of Trump 
with military and secu-
rity officials. The story 
was published about the 
meeting that took place 
in July. The media chan-

nel published a story say-
ing that President Trump 
has called for a ten times 
increase in US Nuclear 
arsenal, in the meeting 
with security officials and 
military. 

Trump has denied any 
such discussion and told 
media to keep away from 
the fake news. Further, 
Trump has said that the 
approach of media is 
disgusting as they write 
whatever they want to. 

Trump and his aides 
have repeatedly used the 
term “fake news” to turn 
down any news which 
has been provided with-
out any evidence. 

Trump indirectly 
threatened to revoke the 
license of such media 
networks if they continue 
to publish stories without 
any evidence.

Former Cricketer, Imran 
Khan may be imprisoned

Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) has 
issued a warrant against 
former cricketer and the 
chairman of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
Imran Khan after he 

failed to appear before 
the court for the hearing 
of a case. 

PTI dissident and one 
of the founding members 
of PTI, Akbar S. Babar 
filed a case against Imran 

Khan. The hearing of the 
same was scheduled by 
the ECP. 

However, Imran Khan 
failed to show up and no 
reason has been present-
ed by the party or Imran 
Khan over his absence.

Following the absence, 

ECP has issued a bailable 
warrant against Imran 
Khan. The PTI has de-
clared its intentions of 
challenging the warrants 
of ECP in the Islamabad 
High Court.

Shivam Sharma

Trial of Boko Haram to be 
held behind closed doors

Trials of Boko Haram 
suspects in Nigeria will 
take place behind the 
closed doors in the ab-
sence of media.

The move was made 
considering the securi-
ty issues. The decision 
came out after a long dis-
cussion between the gov-

ernment and the Depart-
ment of State Services 
intelligence agency.

Last week, the justice 
ministry announced that 
the trials of more than 
1,600 suspects were 
scheduled to begin from 
October 9.

Poor investigation 
techniques such as lack 
of forensic evidence, 
"over-reliance on confes-
sion-based evidence" and 

logistical problems have 
been blamed for the de-
lay in prosecution.

Human rights groups 
have criticized military 
of Nigeria for the arbi-
trary arrest of civilians 
and detention of suspects 
for long periods of time 
without any access to le-

gal counsel.
The announcement that 

due process was finally to 
begin was welcomed but 
a ban on media access 
will raise concerns about 
transparency in the case.

Hearings will be held 
in the Borno state capital, 
Maiduguri, where Boko 
Haram was founded in 
2002. Borno has been the 
epicentre of the long-run-
ning violence.

Apex bank of Sri Lanka 
will aid war-hit families

Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka will initiate a pro-
gram to help the country’s 
war-affected. Governor 
Indrajit Coomaraswamy, 
after recently visiting 
the Northern Province 
to study the extent of 
the problem and explore 
solutions, said that the 
apex bank of country 
was considering three-
pronged strategies to 
tackle the issue with its 
regulatory reach.

In May 2009, after the 
end of civil war in Sri 

Lanka, the country faced 
many challenges like 
accountability and rec-
onciliation in the Tamil 
majority north and east 
and families borrowing 
loans at high rates of in-
terest. Without any op-
tions of livelihood for the 
community struggling to 
rebuild itself, people re-
sorted to multiple loans 
for survival after futile 
attempts at self-employ-
ment in an economy that 
was yet to recover follow-
ing decades of strife.
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Celebrate Diwali in your own style
Diwali is the time of the year when everyone is looking forward to bring out his or her best 

clothes. Here are some options that you can try to bring out your best look
Go ethnic

Rare are the occasions, when we actu-
ally get to flaunt our India collection. Di-
wali is one of those rare occasions where 
ethnic clothes come out from our closet. 
Wear a beautiful Saree that you bought 
to wear on a special occasion or try a 
kurti with your plazo. 

You can also try em-
broidery suit or a beaut i fu l 
lehenga which you have 
been waiting to use for the 
right occasion.

Mix-it-up
Most of the men prefer to 

wear Kurta-Pyjama on Di-
wali keeping it simple. How-
ever, with so many trends out 
in the market, it is time to ex-
plore the avenue of dressing 
guys. 

You should not confine 
yourself to a fancy kurta with 
pajama. Maybe, you can be a 
little innovative and try Khadi 
Kurta with jeans. 

You can also try shirt and 
jeans with a Nehru Jacket 
which will give a touch of 
class. 

Women can wear traditional 
long skirts with embroidery 
and a simple top.

Pick a dress code
You may have your col-

lection or set of colors 
that suit your 
style. Don’t stick 
with one color 
and try a combi-
nation of different 
colors. Contrast 
may work very 
well for you. 

Footwear

Footwear compli-
ments the look that 
you are carrying. 
So, make sure that 
you are wearing the 
right footwear oth-
erwise it may spoil 
the attire of dress-
ing. 

Jooti with Pyja-
ma, chapals with 
jeans for boys may 

work very well and 
Loafers is another 
option available. 
For girls, avoid sti-
lettos and pencil 
heals, it may induce 
pain or discomfort. 

The best choice 
is to go for flats 
so that you can be 
comfortable all day 
long.

5 of the most unusual Phobias
Xanthophobia 
Xanthophobia is a fear of the 

colour yellow. The sufferer may 
fear anything which is yellow, 
including sun, yellow flowers, 
and yellow paint. In the most 
aggressive cases, the victim 
may fear even the phrase yel-
low.

Triskaidekaphobia
It is a fear of the number 13. We all 

know that Chandigarh does not have 
sector 13. It is considered to be a num-
ber that brings bad luck. People who 
suffer with this phobia feel more scared 
on Friday 13 as the fear is invoked by 
the same and they are very careful of 
not using the number.

Coulrophobia
Coulrophobia is a fear of 

clowns. Many of us have 
been scared of clowns in 
childhood and we know 
how scary it is to watch a 
clown in a film or cartoon. 
The scary clown has been 
used in Batman comics and 
movie and a recent horror 
movie IT.

Selenophobia
Selenophobia is a fear of 

Moon. Not everyone appre-
ciates the beauty of the Moon 
because some are afraid of it.

The fear is invoked by the 
stories and movies which 
believe that werewolves 
and spirits coming to action 
during half or full moon.

Arithmophobia
Mathematics is a weakness of 

many people. But some of the 
people develop a fear of numbers 
and face a nervous system break-
down when they are forced to 
study Mathematics or do some-
thing which deals with numbers.

Is love a waste of  time?
As the time is moving ahead, the life is becoming faster. The world today is career oriented 
and the whole life of a grown-up individual revolves around career. In such a situation, the 

question emerges, “Is love a waste of time?”
Everyone is seek-

ing success in pro-
fessional  career. 
Our parents keep 
telling us that child-
hood is the age to 
study and not to get 
involved in a love 
relationship. When 
we grow up, we are 
more focused towards ca-
reer and feel that bringing 
in a relationship might 
deviate us from our path. 
According to a survey, 
people who are too much 
career oriented do not 
have many friends and 
their relations are affect-
ed by their professional 
life. Their personal life 
does not get much space 
to breathe. Since they do 
not have someone close 
to share the proximity 
and thei0r emotions, their 

mind does not get the 
comfort of sharing prob-
lems. This causes depres-
sion.

It is important to have 
someone in life to share 
your emotions, passion, 
and compassion. Work 
is a part of your life, do 
not treat as your life or 
you may lose important 
people. 

Some people believe 
that they can stay alone. 
However, they forget the 
cause of basic existence 

and develop-
ment of human 
civilization-so-
cial relations. 
Social relations 
came into exis-
tence because 
a human being 
cannot remain 
alone.

It is okay to take a break 
from your busy schedule 
and spend some quali-
ty time with your loved 
ones. Your mind needs 
a break and your heart 
seeks someone who can 
actually share your life 
with you. If you will not 
be happy, your perfor-
mance will fall and your 
success will diminish.

Always remember, 
“Success means nothing 
without people to cele-
brate it with.”

Piyush Mishra: 
personification of versatility 

Piyush Mishra was 
born in Gwalior and was 
named Priyakant Sharma 
by his parents. In class 
10, he changed his name 
to his own choice, Piyush 
Mishra.

Graduated from Na-
tional School of Drama 
in 1986, Piyush Mishra 
started his career in the-
atre and acting in Delhi 

and rejected a few movie 
offers to continue with 
his theatre acting. He was 
a part of many plays like 
Gagan Damama Bajiyo. 
He made his debut in 
Bollywood in 1998 with 
‘Dil Se’. He featured in 
many Bollywood movies 
like Gulal, Gangs of Was-
seypur, Deewar(2004), 
Happy Bhaag Jaegi. He 
was appreciated for his 
serious roles and bril-
liant acting in Gangs of 
Wasseypur, whereas he 
tickled audience with his 
comedy in Happy Bhaag 
Jaegi.

Piyush did not confine 
himself to acting and 

have been the lyricist in 
many famous songs like 
“Teri Keh ke loonga”, “O 
Re Bande”, and several 
other famous songs.

Mishra has won an 
award for the best Mu-
sic director for the movie 
Gulal and composed mu-
sic for Gangs of Wassey-
pur, Gangs of Wasseypur 
2, Lahore, and Jalpari. 

Screenplay and dia-
logues of The Legend of 

Bhagat Singh, Yahaan, 
Ghajini, Agneepath and 
a few other movies are 
written by him. He was 
awarded best dialogue 
award for The Legend of 
Bhagat Singh.

For those who do not 
know, Piyush sings re-
ally well and has given 
playback voice in famous 
songs like Ek bagal men 
chand hoga. One of the 
most loved songs by 
him is Husna featured in 
Coke Studio.

Piyush Mishra is one of 
the most versatile actors 
of Bollywood and con-
tinues to impress audi-
ence with his skills.

Shivam Sharma

Is free will a myth?
Shivam Sharma

Free will has been de-
fined as the ability to 
choose how to act. It has 
been believed that hu-
man being takes decision 
on the basis of their will 
and they choose things 
for themselves (of course 
excluding the pressure 
exerted upon by society)

A recent research by 
psychologists has studied 
the brain and its working 
and concluded that the 
process is not as simple 
as we think or know.

It has been revealed that 
as soon as a person is told 
to perform some immedi-
ate action, the brain starts 
deciding the course of ac-
tion. For instance, if you 
are told to raise an arm 
immediately, you raise 

an arm. However, which 
it will be that you will 
raise is not your decision. 
Neurosurgeons suggest 
that the neurons already 
start deciding that which 
arm you will raise much 
before (500 milliseconds)  
you actually raise your 
arm. 

Ever wonder how do 
you perform reflex ac-
tions? It is because your 
brain and neurons have 
already decided or cho-

sen the actions in the 
hindsight.

The research suggests 
that the brain creates an 
illusion that makes us 
believe that choice was 
made by us. 

However, our brain is 
the one running the sys-
tem and controlling the 
body.

In other words, we are 
just a body controlled by 
an organ inside us. There-
fore, free will is a myth.

Tips to fight Depression 
In this fast-moving life, depression has become one of the major 

problems for people of all age. Depression is a disease which needs 
to be handled with care. Here are some tips to fight depression.

Get in a routine and set a goal
Depression puts you off 

track and disturbs your 
routine significantly. It 
creates the feeling of 
helpless. Therefore, it is 
important for you to get 

in shape and fix a rou-
tine for yourself that will 
keep you indulged. To do 
away with the feeling of 
helplessness, it is nec-
essary to set a goal for 

yourself and make efforts 
to achieve it. As you will 
move towards your goal 
your self-confidence will 
increase and will make 
you feel better.

Hug your Dog
According to a research, 

hugging a dog reduces a 
huge amount of stress as 
your brain releases stress 
buster toxins. Hugging 
your dog makes your brain 
feel better and more re-
laxed.

Get Enough Sleep
Nights become longer 

when you are depressed 
as the feeling of restless-
ness overcomes you. It is 
important to understand 

the fact that your brain 
needs to get back on 
track and to accomplish 
the task, it needs to stop 
thinking and get some 

rest. 
Sleeping enough will 

give your brain some 
space and time to breathe 
and overcome the feeling. 

Bored of watching movies? 
Try watching plays this week

Every Friday, all fans wait for a new release. However, watching movies every Friday 
might make things monotonous. We bring you some live action that can redefine 

entertainment. The best thing about these plays is that they are untouched by Censor 
Board. Therefore, they are free to express themselves. However, they can also offend you.
Khwaab-sa
Khwaab-sa is a 

play presented by the 
Company Theatre 
which displays the 
landscape of Shake-
speare’s fantastical 
vision. The play is 
weaved together by 
16 dancers, actors, 
singers and musi-
cians. It promises to 

transport audience 
into other realms of 
experience through 
songs, words, music, 
and dance.  The play 
will be performed at 
The Stein Audito-
rium, India Habitat 
Center, Lodhi Road, 
Near Sai Mandir, 
Delhi.

Prem Parsai
Hari Shankar Parsai is not an unknown 

name. He is one of the finest writers in India 
literature and we all are aware of his satiri-
cal-comedy style of writing which turn in to 
dark comedy at times. 

 Prem Parsai is a collage of his three stories 
based on love which talk about freedom in 
relationship, role of society in making choic-
es, fasting till death for beloved and male 
tendency towards love, among other things.

Brilliant move 
by Supreme Court, 
firecrackers banned 
till November 1. 
Celebrate this Di-
wali with Diyas & 
Love

-Juhi Chawla

Tweeting 
Stars



11New Delhi
14 - 21 october , 2017 FAShION & LIFeSTyLe

Sports activity under your budget
Want to do sports activity but your budget is limited? Do not worry, 
we bring for you some sports activities which are under your budget.
Water Rafting

Water rafting gives you 
an experience of thrill and 
adventure. The splashing 
river with swift current 
keeps your veins fast. 
To have the best expe-
rience, sit in front of the 
raft so that you can feel 
the cool splash of water 
on you. Rafting in India 
is available at Rishikesh 

in Uttarakhand, Kullu in 
Himachal Pradesh, and 
Sikkim and Darjeeling 
for people who want an 
average thrill. 

For people who are 
looking forward to some 
real challenge, try rafting 
at Arunachal Pradesh, 
Coorg in Karnataka, and 
in Maharashtra.

River Crossing
River Crossing is one 

of the cheapest sports ac-
tivities which will give 
you some serious sense 
of chills and thrills. In 
river crossing, two poles 
are tried over the narrow 
course of the river. You 

have to cross the river by 
crawling on the ropes tied 
between the two poles. 
Do not worry if you fall, 
because you will be tied 
well so that you do not 
flow in the current of the 
river.

Zip-lining
Zip-lining is an activity 

which is not very popular 
in India because this is 
restricted to limit moun-
tain areas. In Zip-lining 
you will be tied to a rope 

that will take you from 
one end to another end. 
In between the two, there 
will be a chasm, so do 
not look down. Thrilling 
enough?

Ball-rolling
Ball rolling is very 

common but not every-
where you have the same 
geographical features to 
enjoy this activity. 

In Solan valley, you 

will get a very different 
experience of ball-roll-
ing than you have ever 
had and the best part is 
that it is as cheap as riv-
er-crossing.

Snow Tubing
This is an activity that 

can be done only during 
the snowy season. In 
this activity, the individ-
ual sits on the tire and 
the tire is pushed from 

the snowy mountain to 
slide the way down. 

As you fall down, all 
the ice comes on your 
face and you will be re-
juvenated.

This Dhanteras, buy gold carefully
Dhanteras is the beginning of the celebration of Diwali. It is believed that buy-
ing gold on this day brings wealth, fortune, and prosperity for the whole year. 
However, there are certain things one must be careful of while buying gold.

Check the Hallmark
Karats denote the puri-

ty of gold, with 24 karat 
gold being 99.9% pure 
and 22 karat gold is 92% 
pure. Every karat of gold 
is equivalent to 4.2% pure 
gold. 24 karat gold is un-
suitable to make jewelry, 
which is why jewelers 
use14, 18 or 22 karat gold. 
Purchasing gold jewelry 

without checking its pu-
rity is a big no and it is 
important to check puri-
ty before spending your 
hard-earned money. Hall-
mark is an indication of 
the purity of gold and it 
is advisable to purchase 
hallmarked jewelry, as 
these pieces are tested by 
competent agencies.

Jewellry shop
 India has many jewel-

ry shops, small and big. 
Purchasing gold jewelry 
from small stores could 
be risky as they might 
pass impure gold as pure 

gold or could sell stolen 
gold artifacts. It pays to 
go to a reputed jeweler 
to purchase gold as they 
give you a certificate with 
the assurance of purity.

Buy Backs
 Most jewelers offer 

the option of a buyback, 
wherein one can ex-
change their old jewelry 
set for a new one. 

While designs and 

trends can change, the 
value of gold remains 
same and discussing buy-
backs during a purchase 
could save your money.

Take the advantage!

Check the weight 
Most jewelers shop 

in India sells gold by 
weight, with heavier piec-
es costing more. Precious 
stones like diamond and 
emerald are often added 
to gold jewelry, making 
them heavier in the pro-

cess. Jewelers weigh a 
piece in its entirety, which 
means that one might end 
up paying for gold which 
is not actually there and it 
is imperative to keep this 
in mind while purchasing 
studded jewelry.

Thinking to give your 
home a makeover?

Check out the features of new Porsche 911 GT3 
Earlier this year, new Porsche 911 GT3 was launched in Geneva Motor show. The new Porsche model is all set to 
hit the roads in India. This week, Porsche India has introduced the new model of Porsche in India. The price that 
has been set is Rs 2.31 Crore. The booking for the car was opened earlier this year, after its launch at the global 
stage. The car will be competing with other giants such as Audi R8, Nissan GT-R , and Mercedes-AMG GT R.

Engine and Drive
PDK automatic and 6-speed manual gear-

box
4-litre six-cylinder boxer engine
493 BHP power
0-100 KMPH in 3.4 seconds on the auto-

matic
Top speed of 318 KMPH
Rear Wheel Drive with Direct Injection 

fuel system
Power of 500 hp

Interiors
Electrically adjustable adaptive sport seats.
Bucket seats with foldable backrest
Bucket seats made out of Carbon Fiber Reinforced 

Plastic (CFRP)
Alcantara Leather seats are also available giving a 

perfect blend of race cars and luxury supercars
Auto Climate Control
Bose surround sound system
Touch screen infotainment unit
Apple Car Play

Use wallpapers
Wallpapers give walls 

a fresh look and hide all 
scars, your wall has. The 
best thing about the wallpa-
pers is that there are many 
different shades that can 
come at a reasonable cost 
and may give your home a 
beautiful look. You can use 
themes like sunrise or sun-
set along with beach theme, 
garden theme or maybe 
space theme for your child. Bed sheets, curtains, 

and tablecloths
Using colorful bed sheets, curtains 

and table clothes might set a style 
statement for your home. Not only 
the bright colors give your home a 
fancy look but also make you feel 
positive. Never worry about the 
color combination because you can 
make contrast your style statement.

Keep an entertainment room
As weird as it 

sounds, you should 
have an entertainment 
room in your home. 
The room might have 
fancy games like pool, 
foosball, dart box or 
any other game of your 
choice. Such a room 

will give you an option 
to cheer yourself up or 
enjoy some off time 
with your family and 
kids. If you are single, 
this room might make 
your home chill out 
place for your friends 
and colleagues.

Keep your balcony and nearby space free

Every morning you 
wake up, you have tea 
or coffee and recharge 
yourself to face another 
day. Having a sip of your 
morning drink in balco-
ny may wake you up in 

a beautiful way filling 
you with positive energy. 
Imagine! 

It is a rainy day, you are 
sitting just a before your 
balcony with a cup of cof-
fee in your hand, sounds 

good? Keep the space va-
cant t enjoy the balcony 
space.

Remember, your space 
is the space where you 
can find, invent and re-in-
vent yourself.

Surprise! Alcohol is good for your health
Alcohol has been seen as a cause of many health problems. Liver failure, infertility, stomach distress, dependence, behavior 
changes, and hallucination are some of the side effects of over-consumption of alcohol. However, a recent study by scientists 

suggests that a moderate consumption of alcohol every once in a while is good for your health in more than one way.
Reduces the risk of heart diseases
It has been revealed that moderate amount of alco-

hol provides a greater protection against heart disease. 
Moderate alcohol consumption has also been linked 
with beneficial changes ranging from better sensitivi-
ty to insulin to improvements in factors that influence 
blood clotting. It tends to prevent the formation of 
small blood clots which is the ultimate cause of many 
heart attacks and the most common kind of stroke. 

May increase your lifespan
A little amount of alco-

hol with dinner occasion-
ally could add few years 
to your life. Moderate 
drinking might reduce the 

risk of death by 18%. 
However, the rest of 

the time should be alco-
hol-free.

Helps in preventing common cold
Consumption of red 

wine up to 14 glasses per 
week could reduce the 
risk of developing com-
mon cold by 60%. 

The scientists believe 
that it may have to do 
something with the an-
ti-oxidant property of 
wine.

Reduce the risk 
of Gallstone

Researchers suggest 
that drinking two units 
of alcohol per day can 
reduce the risk of gall-

stones by one-third. 
The research reveals 
that those who reported 
consuming alcohol had 
a reduction in the risk of 
developing gallstones.

While it is good for 
health, we suggest keep-
ing the intake minimal.

Lowers the chance 
of Diabetes

Results of a study 
showed that healthy 
adults who consume one 
or two glasses per day 
have decreased chances 
of developing diabetes 
in comparison to people 
who do not consume al-
cohol at all.

NOD Web TV 
Special 

‘Thank you Maa – 
Aapki Bitiya’ 

A daughter holds the 
family together. She is 
capable enough to con-
quer all heights, an in-
dispensable part of the 
every joyful household. 
Yet she faces discrimina-
tion in her family. She is 
treated as a second class 
citizen in comparison 
to a boy. At times, even 
her own mother brush-
es aside her agony. This 
video is a girl’s heartfelt 
message to her mother, 
explaining how difficult 
life has been for her.
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