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Rajasthan Pradesh Con-
gress Committee chief 
Sachin Pilot has termed 
a chapter in a school text-
book in the state that calls 
freedom fighter Bal Gan-
gadhar Tilak the “father 
of terrorism” was an in-
sult to the nation. He de-
manded the government 
to immediately remove 
the chapter and ban the 
book.

“It is very unfortunate 

that syllabus in school 
books is being misrepre-
sented damaging the im-
age of freedom fighters. 
The same BJP govern-
ment earlier tried to de-
lete chapter on first prime 
minister Jawahar Lal Neh-
ru from school books and 
then retracted when Con-
gress opposed it aggres-
sively,” he said.

The book, which con-
tains the chapter, is being 

used by private English 
medium schools affili-
ated to Rajasthan Board 
of Secondary Education 
(RBSE).

While describing Tilak, 
Chapter 22, page 267 of 
the book, under the head-
ing ‘Incidents of National 
Movement during Eigh-
teenth and Nineteenth 
Century’, says, “Tilak 
demonstrated a path to-
wards national movement, 

therefore, he is called as 
the father of terrorism.”

NK Upadhyay, retired 
professor of history at Ma-
harshi Dayanand Saras-
wati University in Ajmer, 
told Hindustan Times that 
Tilak is one of the greatest 
soldiers of Indian freedom 
struggle who awakened 
Indian masses, especially 
in Maharashtra, to fight 
against tyrannical British 
rule.

The Chandigarh Inter-
national Airport will be 
closing for operations till 
May 31 from Saturday to 
carry out runway expan-
sion and repairs, officials 
said.

“No civil and military 
flights will operate from 
Chandigarh from May 12 
to May 31,” a Chandigarh 
International Airport Ltd 
(Chial) spokesman said.

The Airports Authority 
of India (AAI) on Friday 

informed the Punjab and 
Haryana high court that 
it is ready to bear the cost 
of installation of advanced 
navigation aid (CAT-III) 
at the airport and installa-
tion work can be executed 
by the IAF through any 
agency.

Residents of Chandigarh 
feel the authorities should 
have shifted the closure 
dates after summer va-
cations. Rajat Budhiraja, 
a resident of Panchkula, 

said, "We had planned to 
fly to Dubai for holidays, 
but the airport closure has 
dashed our hopes."

The 20-day closure 
would affect over 100,000 
passengers, especially 
during the summer va-
cation season. This is the 
second phase of runway 
repair. It involves im-
provements and extension 
of runway ends from the 
existing 9,000 to 10,400 
feet.

The airport is a frontier 
base for the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) which has a 
transport unit based here 
catering to the forward 
areas in Jammu and Kash-
mir, particularly the Lada-
kh region.

US president Donald 
Trump announced that he 
will meet with North Ko-
rea's Kim Jong-un in Sin-
gapore on 12 June.

The US leader tweet-
ed: The highly anticipat-
ed meeting between Kim 
Jong Un and myself will 
take place in Singapore on 
June 12th. We will both try 
to make it a very special 
moment for World Peace!

In March, Mr Trump 
stunned the world by ac-
cepting an invitation to 
meet Mr Kim for an un-
precedented sit-down. 

Trump is providing de-
tails for the first time about 
the historic meeting be-
tween a sitting American 
president and the leader of 
North Korea over denucle-
arisation.

He had said he favoured 
holding the meeting at the 
Demilitarised Zone, the 
heavily fortified border 
separating the two Koreas. 
But the island nation was 
favored by most of his ad-
visors.

The pair had previous-
ly exchanged insults and 
threats. The breakthrough 
came after landmark talks 
between North and South 
Korea.

Mr Trump's announce-

ment came hours after 
he welcomed home three 
US detainees released by 
North Korea.

Welcoming the three 
Americans at a military 
base outside Washington 
early Thursday, Trump 
said of Kim, "I really think 
he wants to do something".

"Frankly, we didn’t think 
it was going to happen and 
it did," Trump said after 
thanking Kim for releasing 
the men.

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi arrived in 
Nepal today on a a two-
day visit during which he 
will meet Nepal Prime 
Minister KP Sharma Oli, 
President Bidhya Devi 
Bhandari, Vice President 
Nanda Bahadur Pun and 
leaders of the major po-
litical parties. This is PM 
Modi’s third visit to Ne-
pal.

Defence Minister Ish-
war Pokhrel and Province 
2 Chief Minister Lalbabu 
Raut received Prime Min-
ister Modi at the airport.

On Thursday, Modi had 
said India would remain 
a steadfast partner of the 
Himalayan nation in its 
quest for growth and de-
velopment. 

Modi's visit to Nepal 

is seen as an attempt by 
both the countries to bring 
back normalcy in ties after 
a spell of uneasiness as it 
comes little over a month 
after his Nepalese coun-
terpart K P Sharma Oli 
came to India.

Describing his two-day 
trip to Nepal as a reflec-
tion of his government's 
commitment to "neigh-
bourhood first" policy, 
Modi said the Himalayan 
nation has entered a new 

era and India would con-
tinue to support it.

Thousands of people 
from Nepal and India 
have gathered in Janakpur 
to see PM Modi, where 
he will address the public 
after a civic reception, ac-
cording to IANS.

Modi will also offer 
special prayers at the 
Janak temple, making 
him the first Indian Prime 
Minister to do so with 
"khodasopachar" rituals.

Ravi Venkatesan, 
the former co-chair-
man of Infosys Ltd, 
resigned from the 
post of independent 
director at India’s 
second-largest IT 
outsourcing com-
pany, the company 
said today.

Infosys, in a filing 
to the exchanges 
on Friday, said that 
Venkatesan, who 
joined the board 
in 2011, had de-
cided to step down 
as the former head 
of Microsoft India 
wanted “to pur-
sue an exciting new | 
opportunity”. 

"I joined the board at 
a time when Infosys was 
beginning the complex 
journey of transitioning 
from founder-led to pro-
fessional management. 
This was also a time of 
tectonic industry shifts. 
I am pleased that this 
mission has been ac-
complished. Infosys is 

strong, in good hands, 
and is gaining momen-
tum," Venkatesan said.

An independent direc-
tor since 2011, Venkate-
san also served briefly 
as co-chairman before 
successfully transition-
ing this responsibility 
when Nandan Nilekani 
became chairman in Au-
gust 2017.

It may be recalled that 

India's second largest IT 
exporter, Infosys, had 
seen a protracted stand-
off between its found-
ers led by NR Narayana 
Murthy and the previous 
management over issues 
of corporate governance 
and compensation to 
former executives.

Last month, Infosys 
elevated Kiran Mazum-
dar-Shaw as the lead in-

dependent director.
At least one proxy ad-

visory firm believed that 
Venkatesan could have 
completed his current 
term—it was to end in 
April 2019—and that 
his resignation from 
the company reflects 
the board reconstitu-
tion, with more changes 
not ruled out in coming 
months.

SC collegium to meet and 
discuss KM Joseph elevation

Karnataka polls: Faulty VVPAT 
machine replaced in Hubli

Yogi Adityanath receives 
Nepal pilgrims in Ayodhya

A crucial meeting of 
the Supreme Court Col-
legium will take place 
today at 1 pm to discuss 
the issue of reconsider-
ing the name of Chief 
Justice of the Uttara-
khand High Court KM 
Joseph for elevation to 
the apex court.

Breaking with prec-
edent, the government 
returned the recommen-
dation to elevate Justice 
Joseph after delaying 
the decision for a signif-
icant amount of time.

According to the re-
ports, the meeting will 
be convened after the 
completion of the mat-
ters on the board of the 
five judges.

Earlier, Justice J 
Chelameswar, the se-
nior-most judge of the 
apex court, had written 
a letter to the CJI ask-
ing him to convene the 
Collegium's meeting to 

urgently forward Jus-
tice Joseph's name to the 
Centre.

The government had 
on April 26 returned the 
Collegium's recommen-
dation to elevate Jus-
tice Joseph seeking its 
reconsideration, saying 
the proposal was not in 
accordance with the top 
court's parameters and 
there was adequate rep-
resentation of Kerala 
in the higher judiciary 
from where he hails. It 
had also questioned his 
seniority for elevation 
as a judge of the apex 
court.

It is not as though the 
Supreme Court has not 
courted controversy in 
the past, but this time 
is different as the con-
troversy is one that sur-
rounds the Executive's 
overreach insofar as the 
matters of the court are 
concerned.

People in Karnataka are 
on Saturday voting in 222 
out of 224 assembly con-
stituencies in what is seen 
as a tight, three-cornered 
contest between the ruling 
Congress, the BJP and the 
JD(S).

During the initial hour 
of voting, there were re-
ports of Electronic Vot-
ing Machines (EVMs) 
malfunctioning at booth 
number 108. The ma-
chine is being replaced, 
and voting is yet to re-
sume at the booth.

Further problems are 
of the power crisis in a 
polling station in Rajaji-
nagar seat; voters names 

missing at few booths and 
women clad in burqa made 
to reveal their faces at a 
Belagavi polling booth — 
that led to a few hiccups.

The polling, which be-
gan at 58,546 polling 
stations, each equipped 
with Electronic Voting 
Machines (EVMs) and 
VVPATs, will conclude at 
6 pm.

A total of 2,654 candi-
dates are in the fray and 
4.96-crore electorate, in-
cluding 2.44 crore women, 
will cast their votes, in the 
Karnataka polls.

Over 15 lakh people are 
first-time voters in the 18-
19 age group.

Uttar Pradesh Chief 
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
on Saturday received the 
first batch of pilgrims ar-
rived in the Janakpur-Ayo-
dhya Bus flagged off by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday.

The bus was launched 
jointly by Prime Minis-
ter Modi and his Nepali 
counterpart KP Sharma 
Oli in Janakpur as part of 
the Ramayan Circuit Bus 
Service. He offered saffron 
scarves to the male pas-
sengers, while state Tour-
ism Minister Rita Bahu-
guna Joshi welcomed the 
women. The passengers 
were also offered boxes of 
sweets.

The bus, which is also 
known as the Nepal-India 
Friendship Bus Service, 

completed its maiden trip 
as it arrived at Ayodhya. 
The new bus route is aimed 
at increasing tourism be-
tween the two countries.

On Friday, Prime Min-
ister Modi said, " Tour-
ism is developing at a fast 
pace across the world. The 
Ramayan Circuit has im-
mense potential."

It has been further re-
ported that there will be 
a number of routes to be 
launched between India 
and Nepal. 

Adityanath also unveiled 
a special stamp published 
by the Indian Postal De-
partment to commemorate 
the ‘Deep Diwali’ held by 
the state BJP government 
in 2016 on Diwali on the 
banks of the river Saryu in 
Ayodhya.

PG #5 PG #7

Malaysia's Najib Razak quits as party, 
coalition chief

Jos Buttler's unbeaten 95 beats Chennai 
Super Kings

quote / unquote

False hallucinations of Congress Party 
in Judge Loya case has already been 
exposed where it concocted the unnatural 
death theory. Now it wanted a continuing 
sword to hang on the CJI & hence on the 
Apex Court.

I often ask myself what is the purpose of 
our lives and I conclude that life's purpose 
is to be happy. We have no guarantee 
what will happen in the future, but we live 
in hope. That's what keeps us going.

Mamata ji was cogent and not as 
unreasonable in bilateral talks as 
made out in the media. Of course her 
contribution to India's democratic history 
is her single handed uprooting of the 
Communists from power in Bengal

Finally, Central Govt gives its approval 
after several months. This will act as a 
strong deterrent against those employers 
who do not pay full min wages. Delhi 
govt will take strong action against such 
people.

Arun Jaitley,
(Minister of Finance,India)

Dalai Lama,
(14th Dalai Lama)

Subramanian Swamy,
(Fmr. Union Cabinet Minister)

Arvind Kejriwal,
(Chief Minister of Delhi)

Chapter calling Tilak ‘father of terrorism’ 
is an insult to nation: Sachin Pilot

Chandigarh airport shut during school vacation

Donald Trump-Kim Jong-Un 
summit set for Singapore on 12 June

PM in Nepal: Narendra Modi 
visits Janki temple in Janakpur

Ravi Venkatesan resigns as 
independent director of Infosys
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Muskaan is an adult training centre for people 
with intellectual disability. The journey  was start-
ed three decades ago, as learning centre, for people 
between 16 to 50 years and gradually evolved into 
a vocational and employment centre. It took birth 
from the pain of disbelief that society could neglect 
and marginalise people with intellectual disability 
because they were ‘different’ from the ‘norm’. So-
ciety’s narrow belief system could not accept them, 
let alone make them self-reliant and self-sufficient.

By building their capacities–cognitive, social, vo-
cational, emotional and physical – they build their 
self-esteem and dignity. To spread awareness and 
ensure, to the best of our ability, that they get what 
is rightfully theirs.

They believe in Muskaan is a learning. The work 
associates, whose human rights are still not rec-
ognised by our society, teach us how to live in the 
present and keep the faith. From them we learn in-
nocence and the art of living an ego-free life.

The Centre provide most important is training and 
employment, which helps people with intellectual 
disability learn vocational and life skills, enabling 
them to live a fuller life with dignity. A visitor to the 
centre will witness the sheer delight, with which our 
work associates produce over 200 beautiful prod-
ucts, which are then retailed at various outlets.

They  also provide family support services, be-
cause family members are often unaware of the 
needs of their special child. By building the confi-
dence and optimism of the family we try and make 
the home environment robust and happy for our as-
sociates.

Editorial

MUSKAAN 
ADUlT TRAININg CeNTeR fOR The 
INTelleCTUAlly DISAbleD

Heavy rainfall expected in North India 
states, Haryana schools shut for two days

The India Meteoro-
logical Department has 
issued a thunderstorm 
warning for more than 10 
states across north India. 
Thunderstorms accompa-
nied by squall and heavy 
rains are likely to occur 
in North India states and 
two Union Territories 
across the country on 
Monday and Tuesday.

The storm alert comes 
days after massive dust 
storm that wreaked havoc 
in Uttar Pradesh and Ra-
jasthan killing over 100 
people.

On Monday, as precau-
tionary measure, schools 
across Haryana will re-

main shut today 
and tomorrow. 

The Himachal 
Pradesh govern-
ment has alerted 
all deputy commis-
sioners and sub-di-
visional magis-
trates to remain 
alert on Monday. 
Also, the state's 
revenue and disas-
ter management depart-
ment advised citizens to 
be alert on Monday and 
Tuesday.

Citing an advisory is-
sued by the Indian Me-
teorological Department, 
the Union home ministry 
officials said that Delhi, 

its adjoining areas and 
parts of western Uttar 
Pradesh are likely to see 
thunderstorm and squall.

However, the fresh 
round of stormy weather 
is unlikely to be as devas-
tating as the one that was 
witnessed last week.

Delhi, Greater Noida, 
Faridabad are expect-
ed to get rains. Parts of 
western Uttar Pradesh 
like Meerut, Hapur, 
among other, too will see 
a thunderstorm with rain, 
according to the Met de-
partment.

Siddaramaiah challenges 
PM Modi to an open debate

Anybody can be PM, Rahul quite popular: Shatrughan Sinha 

Launching an-
other attack on the 
Prime Minister 
Modi, Karnata-
ka Chief Minister 
Siddaramaiah has 
challenged Bhara-
tiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leaders for 
an open debate. In 
the run-up to the 
Karnataka Assem-
bly elections 2018, po-
litical slugfest has erupt-
ed and charges are being 
levelled every day.

On Monday, Sidda-
ramaiah came out with 
a newspaper advertise-
ment, challenging Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP's Chief Min-
isterial candidate Yed-
dyurappa for an open 
debate. Siddaramaiah 
accused both the leaders 
of making false accusa-
tion and allegations on 
Karnataka government. 

Posting the advertise-
ment on Twitter, Sid-
daramaiah wrote: “PM 
Modi is deliberately 
confusing Karnataka 
voters with his bombas-
tic speeches on non-is-
sues. All hot air & no 
substance. My contest is 
not with him. It is with 
Yaddyurappa. I chal-
lenge him to an open 
debate on issues on a 
single platform. Will 
he accept? Modi is also 
welcome! (sic).”

Asserting that “we 

have delivered as prom-
ised” the Karnataka 
Congress has asked in 
the advertisement, “Stop 
making false accusa-
tions, allegations. Why 
not debate with facts and 
let the people of Karna-
taka decide who is truth-
ful”.

During a rally on 
Sunday, PM Modi had 
alleged that 'Congress 
is cursing me because 
they don't have any de-
velopment plan for the  
state.

Karnataka Election 2018: 
Security beefed up as voting 

begins across the state

After a three-month-
long bitter and acrimo-
nious campaign, voting 
for Karnataka assembly 
election began at 7 am 
this morning under high 
security across the state.

Voting is being held 
in 222 out of the 224 
constituencies in a 
three-cornered con-
test among the ruling 
Congress, the BJP and 
former prime minister 
HD Deve Gowda's par-
ty JD(S) or Janata Dal 
(Secular).

According to most sur-

veys and opinion polls, 
Gowda’s party is likely 
to play the kingmaker 
post elections. While the 
ruling Congress and the 
BJP are the main con-
tenders for power, for-
mer prime minister HD 
Deve Gowda’s JD(S) is 
expected to be the dark 
horse to look out for.

However, all three par-
ties are fingers crossed 
as no party in Karnataka 
has won a second suc-
cessive term in office 
since 1985 when the 
Janata Dal under Ra-

makrishna Hegde had 
retained power.

The Congress is aim-
ing at retaining the only 
large state it rules after 
Punjab, while the BJP 
is striving to form its 
government in Karna-
taka, which party pres-
ident Amit Shah said 
will be its “gateway to 
south”, for the second  
time.

Over 2,600 candidates 
-- more than 2,400 men 
and over 200 women -- 
are contesting the elec-
tion in the state.

Blackbuck case: Salman 
Khan leaves Jodhpur court, 

next hearing pushed to July 17

Bollywood superstar 
Salman Khan's hearing 
scheduled for today has 
been adjourned to July 
17. Salman was seen 
leaving Jodhpur sessions 
court on Monday.

Salman Khan arrived 
in Jodhpur on Sunday 
afternoon, a day ahead 
of hearing on his bail 
plea here after his con-
viction in a 1998 black-
buck poaching case by 
a Jodhpur trial court. 
He was accompanied by 
his sister Alvira, friend 
Baba Siddiqui, and his 
lawyers.

Amid the ongoing 
protest in Aligarh Mus-
lim University over the 
portrait of Pakistan's 
founder Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, examinations in 
the varsity have been 
postponed till May 12.

"Examinations in 
Aligarh Muslim Univer-
sity have been postponed 
till May 12 due to the on-
going protests," Public 
Relations Officer, Umar 
Salim Parizda told ANI.

The controversy sur-
rounding Jinnah's post-
er triggered after BJP 
Aligarh MP Satish Gau-
tam wrote a letter to 
AMU's Vice-Chancellor 
seeking an explanation 
on the portrait of Paki-
stan's founder in the stu-
dents' union office.

The portrait of Jinnah 
has been hanging on 
a wall in the students 
union's office at AMU 
for decades.

Last week, a clash 
broke out between stu-
dents of the AMU and 
the police over the mat-
ter.

ATS arrests Pakistani 
terrorist in Mumbai, planned 

to kill high-profile people
A 32-year-old man, 

who belongs to Pakistan, 
has been arrested by Ma-
harashtra’s Anti-Terror-
ism Squad from the city’s 
western suburbs. Ac-
cording to ATS officials, 
the man was planning to 
assassinate some import-
ant personalities. He was 
arrested by the anti-terror 
agency’s Juhu unit on May 
11, had been to Pakistan, 
via Sharjah and Dubai, for 
training at a camp operat-
ed by a terror outfit. Police 
said the accused got train-
ing in handling explosives, 
sophisticated firearms as 
well as suicide bombings 
at a Karachi-based camp 

run by a terror organisa-
tion. “He was called to 
Pakistan by a person who 
is wanted in for terrorist 
activities in Mumbai. The 
arrested man first went to 
Sharjah to meet this want-
ed person where the latter 
provided him logistics 
support,” an official said.

“After spending some 
time in Sharjah, he was 
sent to Dubai and from 
there to Karachi. He then 
attended a training camp 
there run by a terror out-
fit,” the official said, add-
ing that it has been learnt 
that this outfit had the 
backing of Pakistan’s In-
ter-Services Intelligence.”

Firing a fresh salvo, 
disgruntled BJP MP 
Shatrughan questioned 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s criticism of 
Rahul Gandhi for ex-
pressing readiness to 
become PM, and alleged 
that he was indulging 

in “attention diversion 
politics” instead of an-
swering the “pertinent” 
questions raised by the 
Congress president.

In a series of tweets 
on a day when assem-
bly polls are being held 
in Karnataka, the Pat-

na Sahib BJP MP said 
the Congress presi-
dent, who has “matured  
in the past few years”, 
was popular with the 
general public and asked 
what was wrong if the 
leader heading the big-
gest, oldest national par-

ty.
“Anybody can be-

come PM in our coun-
try. Naamdar, Kaamdar, 
Daamdar or for that 
matter any average Sa-
majhdaar, if he has the 
numbers and support. 
Why are we making 

such a hue and cry about  
it? After all, isn’t it 
their internal matter 
and any PMship has to 
be through verdict of 
majority,” Sinha said in 
a series of tweets tag-
ging both Modi and the  
BJP.
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Tej Pratap Yadav ties the 
knot with Aishwarya Rai

RJD supremo Lalu 
Prasad Yadav’s son 
Tej Pratap Yadav has 
tied the knot with 
RJD leader Chandrika 
Prasad Yadav’s daugh-
ter Aishwarya Rai on 
Saturday.

The wedding cere-
mony of Lalu Yadav’s 
son Tej Pratap Ya-
dav took place at the 
sprawling Bihar Veter-
inary College ground 
in Patna in the presence 
of several leaders from 
the opposition parties and 
dignitaries 

Ahead of their wed-
ding, a controversial 
poster congratulating  Tej 
Pratap and Aishwarya 
Rai on their wedding had 
sparked a massive row 
online. What many have 
taken objection to is that 
in the poster – put up out-
side the residence of the 
RJD chief – Tej Pratap 

and Aishwarya have been 
depicted as Lord Shiva 
and Parvati.

However, this wasn’t 
the first time political 
leaders were depicted as 
gods on posters put up on 
Indian streets. Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi’s 
picture has been repeat-
edly put up as Lord Rama 
in Uttar Pradesh while 
supporters of Yogi Adi-
tyanath too have shown 
him as God in the past.

Speaking about the 

wedding arrangements 
and the huge turnout of 
guests at the main wed-
ding venue, RJD spokes-
person Bhai Birendra 
claimed that, “All of us 
are happy today because 
Tej Pratap Yadav got 
married in the presence 
of our leader Lalu Yadav. 
We don’t know the exact 
number but by seeing the 
crowd we can say that a 
large number of support-
ers also attended the wed-
ding ceremony.”

The Walmart- 
Flipkart deal is the 

biggest e-commerce 
deal ever for a ven-
ture-backed startup. A 
deal worth not just $1 
Bn or $10 Bn, but $ 
20Bn! It's a big deal. 
It is an interesting deal 
where a physical retail-
er is buying a digital 
retailer. Both the online 
and offline are coming 
together. 

It is the beginning of 
a new dawn of retail 
and every passing day 
will make it more inter-
esting. 

 The deal has seen a 
lot of twists and turns 
with even Amazon Inc 
reportedly making a 
formal offer, and Flip-
kart preferring retail 
giant Walmart over 
Amazon. Subject to 

regulatory approval in 
India, Walmart will pay 
approximately $16 bil-
lion for an initial stake 
of approximately 77 
percent in Flipkart, for-
mally Flipkart Private 
Limited.

“This investment is 
of immense importance 
for India and will help 
fuel our ambition to 
deepen our connection 
with buyers and sellers 
and to create the next 
wave of retail in India,” 
said Binny Bansal, Flip-
kart’s co-founder and 
group chief executive 
officer.

It's just the beginning. 
Through this deal, Goo-
gle will get access to 
shopping data, comple-
menting the other kinds 
of data it already ac-
cesses via mail, maps, 

YouTube, music and its 
new payments app, be-
sides, of course, search. 

As Walmart scales up 
in India, the company 
will partner to create 
sustained economic 
growth across differ-
ent sectors. Future in-
vestments will support 
national initiatives and 
will bring sustainable 
benefits to the coun-
try, including Job cre-
ation, supporting small 
business and ‘Make in 
India,’ through direct 
procurement as well as 
increased opportuni-
ties for exports through 
global sourcing and 
eCommerce. It will also 
comfort farmers and 
develop supply chains 
through local sourcing 
and improved market 
access. 

the marriage of Flipkart & 
Walmart, way to go!



The Supreme Court 
on Friday dismissed a 
petition seeking a probe 
into Bollywood's icon-
ic diva Sridevi's death 
in Dubai. The petition 
filed by filmmaker Sunil 
Singh had stated foul 
play in Sridevi's untime-
ly death.

Recently, a filmmaker, 
however, filed a plea to 

the Supreme Court seek-
ing for an investigation 
to her demise. Though 
the court had accepted 
the pleas but has now 
dismissed it, discour-
aging any further probe 
into the matter. Sunil 
Singh, a filmmaker had 
filed a PIL (public inter-
est litigation) in March. 

However, the Delhi 

HC refused to enter-
tain his petition saying 
the authorities in India 
and Dubai have already 
looked into the incident. 
In his petition he stated 
that Sridevi's death was 
of national interest.

Sunil had alleged that 
on enquiries made by 
him from the hotel staff, 
officials of the hospital 

where the 54-year-old 
actor was taken and oth-
ers associated with the 
matter, he had received 
information which was 
contrary to what was re-
ported in the media.

The untimely death of 
Bollywood actress Sri-
devi left the nation in 
shock. The actress who 
had contributed several 
films for the Indian cin-
ema died in Dubai when 
she went for a wedding. 
The actor had died on 
February 24 due to ac-
cidental drowning in her 
hotel bathtub.

After completing all 
the formalities in Dubai 
and Sridevi was brought 
to India for the last rites 
and the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs dismissed 
foul play in her death.
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Tussle between Govt. and Judiciary continues
The government has 

filed a review petition in 
the supreme court against 
it's decision on the Sched-
uled caste and Scheduled 
tribe. Atrocities act on 20 
March. The court in its or-
der allowed for anticipato-
ry bail and alsochanged the 
procedure of instant arrest 
without investigation.

On Thursday Attorney 
General K.K.Venugapal 
was presenting govern-
ment in court and said 
that judiciary is usurping 
the power of legislature 
by giving order as a law. 
He said the separation of 
power which is the basic 
structure of the Constitu-
tion allows judiciary only 
to lay guidelines and it can 
not make law by its judge-

ment.
Venugopal wanted the 

case to be referred to a 
larger bench and till then 
the ordered to be stayed 
but the bench did not ref-
ered the case to the higher 
bench and decided May 16 
as next date for hearing.

Venugopal said recent 
few cases where dalits 
were not allowed to use 
horse on the occasion of 
marriage shows how im-
portant this law was to pro-
tect their rights to which 
the bench said it is happen-
ing because justice is not 
done immediately. Judges 
also asked "why can't you 
punish them in a month or 
so". The judges also em-
phasised on the need for 
social action at a society 

level so that caste discrim-
ination can be eliminated.

The Prevention of 
Atrocities Act allowed 
immediate arrest without 
any enquiry, if the case is 
registered under SC/ST act 
and anticipatory bail was 
denied to the accused to 
which the judges said in 
acts like TADA,

POTA legislature denied 
anticipatory as well as reg-
ular bail but in this case 

only anticipatory bail was 
denied as regular bail can 
be granted to the accused 
after he is presented before 
court.

While the court has 
made it clear that prelim-
inary enquiry would only 
be required if the case 
is registered under SC/
ST act, otherwise a FIR 
can be lodged under IPC 
without any preliminary 
enquiry.

Mehbooba Mufti speaks to Arvind 
Kejriwal over assault on Kashmiri group

Jammu and Kashmir 
Chief Minister Mehboo-
ba Mufti spoke to Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal over the alleged 
assault on a group of 
Kashmiris in the national 
capital recently. 

An official at the Del-
hi chief minister's office 
said that during a tele-
phonic conversation, Ke-
jriwal told Mufti that in 
the national capital, law 
and order, and police di-
rectly come under Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh.

Kejriwal assured Muf-
ti that he would convey 
her concern to the Union 
Home Minister.

The Delhi chief min-

ister told her that 
he would write to 
Lt Governor Anil 
Baijal, who is in-
charge of police, 
to ensure safety of 
Kashmiris in Del-
hi.

She urged Kejri-
wal to ensure the 
safety and security 
of Kashmiris liv-
ing and working in 
Delhi. 

“Mehbooba Mufti 
asked Arvind Kejriwal to 
ensure and maintain the 
confidence and safety of 
students, businessmen, 
employees, particularly 
women from the state 
so that they do not feel 
inconvenienced during 

their stay in the nation-
al capital,” an official 
spokesman said.

A group of Kashmi-
ri people was alleged-
ly thrashed by a mob in 
southeast Delhi’s Sun-
light Colony on May 10. 

Delhi Police Com-
missioner Amulya Pat-

naik, however, informed 
Union Home Secretary 
Rajiv Gauba that the al-
leged thrashing of the 
group had nothing to do 
with their origin. 

He said the incident 
was a local issue, trig-
gered by a dispute over 
feeding stray dogs. 

SC dismisses petition filed by Sunil 
Singh to probe Sridevi's death

Election Commission said no to govt’s proposal 
to buy VVPATs from private manufacturers

The Election com-
mission of India (ECI) 
has reportedly rejected 
government's propos-
al to buy voter-verifi-
able paper audit trail 
(VVPAT) units from pri-
vate manufacturers. The 
Supreme Court has sup-
ported the EC endeav-
our to use VVPATs in a 
phased manner to usher 
in more transparency in  
voting.

The poll panel has 
argued that the involve-
ment of private could 
hurt the credibility of the 
electoral process. The 
Commission’s Techni-
cal Expert Committee 
(TEC) also argued that 
public faith in VVPATs 
may be dented if these 
are manufactured by the 

private sector. 
They also said 
that they were 
not sure how a 
private manu-
facturer would 
incorporate se-
curity features.

The Commis-
sion put its foot 
down after the 
Law Ministry 
sent three let-
ters, between 
July and September 
2016, seeking its views 
on the suggestion. In 
its reply, dated Septem-
ber 19, 2016, the EC 
stated that it “is of the 
firm opinion that private 
manufacturers cannot be 
given the very sensitive 
job of manufacturing 
VVPAT which are inte-

gral to EVMs”. Nasim 
Zaidi was the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
then.

VVPAT is a machine 
which dispenses a slip 
with the symbol of the 
party for which a per-
son has voted for. The 
slip drops in a box but 
the voter cannot take it 

home.
Replying to the views 

on the suggestion sought 
by the Law Ministry in 
2016, when Nasim Zaidi 
was the CEC, the poll 
panel had said that it is 
of the firm opinion that 
private manufacturers 
cannot be given the very 
sensitive job.

Congress MPs move 
SC against VP Naidu 
rejecting CJI Misra's 

impeachment motion

Two Congress Par-
liamentarians on Mon-
day moved Supreme 
Court against the order 
by Vice President and 
Rajya Sabha chairman 
Venkaiah Naidu reject-
ing the impeachment 
motion moved by the 
opposition against Chief 
Justice of India Dipak  
Misra.

Two Rajya Sabha MPs 
who have approached the 
apex court are — Pratap 
Singh Bajwa and Amee 
Harshadray Yajnik. In 
their petition,  they have 
claimed that once the 
initiation of a removal 
motion is signed by the 
requisite number of MPs, 
the Vice-President has no 
option but to constitute 
an Inquiry Committee 
to investigate the allega-
tions against CJI Dipak 
Misra.

“The rejection seems 
to be motivated by polit-

ical consideration beyond 
the constitutional scheme 
which is buttressed by 
the fact that one of the 
charges against the Chief 
Justice is that he has been 
partial in assigning polit-
ical sensitive cases per-
taining to the ruling party 
before particular benches 
of this Hon’ble Court in 
order to get a predeter-
mined outcome,” report-
ed News-18 citing the 
petition.

On April 24th, Naidu 
who rejected the unprece-
dented impeachment no-
tice given by opposition 
parties led by the Con-
gress defended the step 
saying that the rejection 
came after over a month 
of 'due diligence'.

Naidu had rejected the 
impeachment notice say-
ing it lacked substantial 
merit and that the allega-
tions were neither "tena-
ble nor admissible".

Sushma Swaraj meets 
Myanmar's State Counsellor 

Suu Kyi, discusses bilateral ties
External Affairs Minis-

ter Sushma Swaraj on Fri-
day met Myanmar's State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu 
Kyi and discussed ways to 
strengthen bilateral rela-
tions across different sec-
tors. Swaraj arrived here 
on Thursday on a two-day 
visit for talks with the 
country's top leadership on 
key bilateral and regional 
issues, including the Ro-
hingya refugee crisis.

"Neighbourhood First! 
EAM @SushmaSwaraj 
met the State Counsel-
lor and Foreign Minister 
of Myanmar Aung San 
Suu Kyi on the 2nd day 

of her visit to Myanmar. 
Discussion focused on 
strengthening our bilateral 
relations across different 
sectors," External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar tweeted.

On Thursday, she called 
on Myanmar President U 
Win Myint. An estimated 
7,00,000 Rohingya Mus-
lims have fled Myanmar's 
Rakhine State since Au-
gust last year after large-
scale violence following 
a military crackdown. The 
exodus of refugees in large 
numbers has resulted in a 
major crisis in neighbour-
ing Bangladesh.

Karnataka 
Election 2018: 
Clashes break 

out between 
party workers

After a three-month-
long bitter and acrimoni-
ous campaign, Karnataka 
is voting to elect a new 
Assembly in a three-cor-
nered contest on Satur-
day.

Over 55,600 polling 
stations have been set 
up across the state for 
smooth polling. Some 
auxiliary booths have 
also been installed for 
voting purpose. A total 
of 4.98 crore voters com-
prising 2.52 crore men, 
2.44 crore women and 
4,552 transgenders, will 
exercise their franchise 
today to choose their rep-
resentatives.

Tight security is in 
place to ensure smooth 
and peaceful polling 
across the 224 assembly 
constituencies spread 
across 30 districts.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has fielded 
223 candidates, while 
Congress and Janata Dal 
(Secular) have fielded 
222 and 201 seats respec-
tively.

Out of the 224 seats, 36 
of them are reserved for 
Scheduled Castes (SCs), 
while 15 of them are for 
Scheduled Tribes (STs).
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Jharkhand HC grants 6 weeks 
provisional bail to Lalu

SC asks HCs to form anti-sexual harassment 
panels in all courts within 2 months

Poverty and politics trip up urban 
refugees in India

The Ranchi High Court on Friday granted a 
provisional bail of six week to former Bihar 
Chief Minister and RJD chief Lalu Prasad 
Yadav on medical grounds.  On Thursday, 
the court had granted a three-day to Lalu to 
attend his son's wedding in Patna on Sat-
urday.

The SupremeCourt asked chief justices or 
acting chief justices of all high courts to set up 
anti-sexual harassment committees in courts 
across the country within two months in ac-
cordance with a 2013 law. It also requested 
Acting Chief Justice Gita Mittal to constitute 
the panel in the high court and in all district 
courts in the national capital within a week.

When Hujjat Islam heard a fire had razed a 
Rohingya camp in New Delhi, his first reac-
tion was relief: it could have been him and his 
family, their belongings burned to ashes, if he 
had not found a home for them elsewhere in 
the city.
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UAe imports only 18% of its food requirements from India. odisha’s volume of 
contribution is very less in this export basket. there is a huge  potential to put odia 
products in the market in GCC countries. explored opportunities to establish a link for the 
same.: dharmendra Pradhan, Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas

to decongest delhi - Airport road,free left at parade road junction has been 
opened for Public. the work on underpasses will begin immediately to further 
decongest this stretch.: Nitin Gadkari, Minister of Road transport & Highways

POPxo.com is a dynamic digi-
tal media startup and India’s fastest 
growing fashion, beauty and lifestyle 
website for women. Launched in 
March 2014, POPxo reaches over 1.8 
million readers each month and has 
become the go-to resource for young 
women across India. POPxo is funded 
by investors including Rajan Anandan 
(Head of Google India) and Mithun 
Sancheti (Founder of Caratlane.com).

The website was launched in in 
London, United Kingdom. Currently 
it is anchored in three city centres; 
London, New Delhi and Mumbai.

POPxo creates stories, videos and 
social media content about the things 
young Indian women care about. 
They talk about everything from fash-
ion and beauty to weddings and work. 
They even talk about sex, from a fe-
male perspective.

POPxo was founded by Priyanka 
Gill in 2014 and is headquartered in 
Hauz Khas Village, New Delhi. In 

2006, Gill started her blog named eS-
tylista. It went on to become POPxo.
com. Besides the blog, she has also 
contributed to several international 
publications, such as The Independent 
and Travel and Leisure. Gill is cur-
rently a contributing editor for Harp-
ers Bazaar India. She also writes for 
publications such as The Guardian, 
Vogue India and Hello Pakistan. 

Gill is a collector and investor in 
modern Indian art. In 2009, she bought 
Tyeb Mehta’s Mahisasura for US$ 1.2 
million at a Christie's auction in New 
York. This work was sold at Christies 
inaugural Indian sale in Mumbai in 
December 2013 for US$ 3.2 million.
Gill supports Indian art by hosting art 
soirees and receptions. POPxo.com 
website is quite popular on social me-
dia. They also have iOS and Android 
apps where users post without filters, 
and without judgments - asking and 
answering questions and creating a 
community for like-minded girls.

Business
Asian Paints shares gain 6% after Q4 
results

Japan's SoftBank Group Corp has not yet decid-
ed to sell its 20-22 per cent stake in Flipkart to US 
retailer Walmart Inc, sources with direct knowledge 
of the development said.SoftBank's Masayoshi Son 
will take a call in the next 7-10 days on whether to 
exit India's biggest online retailer or say invested for 
some more time.

After Walmart's acquisition, SoftBank 
undecided on exiting Flipkart

The government-owned Airports Authority of India 
(AAI) has signed a Rs 945 crore deal with the US-
based Harris Corporation, which would address the 
safety and efficiency concerns that lack air navigational 
infrastructure in the country. The development will also 
enhance the regional connectivity 

AAI inks Rs 945 crore deal with US firm for air 
navigation infra

Shares of Asian Paints surged nearly 6 per cent as the 
company reported 3.39 per cent increase in consolidated 
net profit for the quarter ended March 2018. The stock 
gained 5.95 per cent to Rs 1,287 - its 52-week high - on 
BSE. 

Buzz

Nearly 55,000 bank 
employees and officers in 
Gujarat will join a nation-
wide strike of bankers on 
May 30 and 31 to protest 
against the merger rise 
in wages and to press for 
some other demands.

Rawal, a bank employ-
ee, said, "We had sought 
the government's interven-
tion, but the government 
has not responded so far, 
and hence we have decid-
ed to go ahead with several 
agitational programmes 

followed by the strike.”
Under the banner of 

United Forum of Bank 
Unions (UBFU), all nine 
bank employees and offi-
cers' unions would observe 
the nation-wide strike on 
the two days. Estimates by 
the Mahagujarat Bank Em-
ployees Association(MG-
BEA) indicate that 55,000-
odd bank employees of 
public sector banks and a 
few private sector banks 
will go on strike.

The Mahagujarat Bank 

Employees Association's 
general secretary Janak 
Rawal, said in a statement 
on Friday that all bank 
employees and officers of 
nationalised banks in the 
state will participate in the 
two-day strike.

The statement said that 
wage revision of bank em-
ployees and officers was 
due from November 2017, 
and in the May 5 meeting, 
the Indian Banks' Associa-
tion had offered a meagre 
rise of 2% in the wage bill

Sensex claims TCS, Bharti Airtel among 
most active stocks in terms of value on NSE

The market breadth 
remained positive at the 
beginning of the week 
with 368 shares advanc-
ing, against a decline of 
113 shares.48 shares re-
mained unchanged. The 
Sensex gained over 100 
points in early morning 
trade on Monday and re-
claimed the 35,000 mark. 
The Nifty, meanwhile, is 

trading at 10,650.
Tata Consultancy Ser-

vicesNSE -1.29 % (Rs 
118.28 crore), Bharti 
AirtelNSE 0.49 % (Rs 
107.73 crore) and ICICI 
BankNSE 0.90 % (Rs 
95.84 crore) were among 
the most active stocks in 
terms of value on NSE. 

Mahindra & Mahindra, 
Bajaj Auto, ITC, Hindal-

co, and Vedanta gained 
about one to two per 
cent. Meanwhile, Sun 
Pharma, Cipla, HPCL, 
and Dr Reddys Labs lost 
about one percent. The 
stocks of pharmaceutical 
company, Lupin, were 
down three percent.

However, the gains 
were capped by losses in 
pharma stocks.

Avenue Supermarts 
(Rs 91.56 crore), YES 
Bank (Rs 66.74 crore), 
Vedanta (Rs 65.27 
crore), Lupin (Rs 63.40 
crore) and Tech Mahin-
draNSE -0.67 % (Rs 
62.61 crore) too featured 
among the most active 
stocks in terms of value 
on NSE.

The NSE Nifty index 
was trading 26 points up 
at 10,645, while the BSE 
Sensex was up 91 points 
at 35,006.

Telecom shares fall after 
Reliance Jio unveils new 

post-paid plan

Shares of Indian tele-
com services providers fell 
sharply on Friday after Re-
liance Jio Infocomm Ltd 
unveiled a new post-paid 
plan as it takes on bigger 
rivals such as Bharti Airtel 
Ltd and Idea Cellular Ltd.

Reliance Jio’s entry into 
the telecoms sector has 
set off a brutal price war 
among operators as they 
drastically cut prices to 

compete with Jio’s bot-
tomed-out plans. Jio, the 
telecom arm of Reliance 
Industries Ltd, introduced 
an unlimited domestic 
post-paid plan for Rs 199 
and international calling 
at 50 paise per minute on 
Thursday.

Shares of Idea Cellular 
fell as much as 8.1 percent 
to their lowest since Feb-
ruary 2011, while Bharti 

Airtel declined about 5.8 
percent.

Idea Cellular shares fell 
as much as 8.1% to their 
lowest since February 
2011, while Airtel declined 
about 5.8%. At 12.18pm, 
BSE Telecom Index was 
down 3.47%, while the 
benchmark Sensex was up 
0.27% to 35,342.97 points.

For the top three big 
telecom operators in India, 
post-paid users make up 
only 7 percent of the total 
subscribers, but contribute 
more than 20 percent to 
their revenues, said Jeffe-
ries.

Airtel and Idea are ex-
pected to launch new plans 
in response to Jio’s offer 
and thus see a further de-
cline in their average rev-
enue per user, Jefferies 
added.

Ramdev's Patanjali makes highest 
bid for debt-laden Ruchi Soya

Ramdev's Patanjali 
makes highest bid for 
debt-laden Ruchi Soya 
Yoga guru Ramdev’s 
Patanjali has become 
the highest bidder for 
debt-laden edible oil 
maker Ruchi Soya Indus-
tries. Patanjali Ayurve-
da already has a tie-up 
with Ruchi Soya for 
edible oil refining and  
packaging.

Patanjali's spokesper-
son SK Tijarawala tweet-
ed, "With the highest bid 
for Ruchi oils, the mo-
nopoly of international 
will break. Due to this, 
demand for 'Swadeshi' of 
edible oils will increase. 
The creditors must ensure 

that the bidding process is 
transparent, equitable and 
justiceful."

Reportedly, Patanjali 
has made the highest bid 
for Ruchi Soya, beating 
Adani Wilmar, Godrej 
Agrovet and Emami.

Ruchi Soya has be-
come one of the hottest 
debt-ridden companies 
undergoing resolu-
tion under the IBC law, 
with Ramdev’s Patan-
jali Ayurveda, Godrej 
Agrovet, Adani Wilmar 
and Emami Agrotech in 
the race.

Debt-ridden Ruchi 
Soya was taken into the 
auction process as part of 
the government's drive to 

clear bad loans choking 
credit at Indian banks.

Ruchi Soya brand in-
cludes Nutrela, Maha-
kosh, Sunrich, Ruchi 
Gold and Ruchi Star.

According to reports, 
Ruchi Soya's debt stood 
at about Rs 12,000 crore 
as of December 31, 2017, 
and lenders dragged the 
company to the National 
Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) last year.

Patanjali Ayurveda, 
which aims to be a ma-
jor player in edible oil 
segment, particularly 
soybean oil by acquiring 
Ruchi Soya has made 
highest bid for the com-
pany, ANI reported.

Bank employees to strike work 
on May 30, 31 in Gujarat
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KUShAl PAl SINgh
ChAIRMAN AND CeO, Dlf lIMITeD

A chance encounter 
with a scion of the 
Gandhi political dy-
nasty that turned for-
mer soldier Kushal 
Pal Singh into the 
man who built a city 
from nothing and 
made billions in the 
process. Property bar-
on Kushal Pal Singh 
left an army posting 
in 1961 to join DLF, a 

company started by his father-in-law in 1946.
Singh was toppled from his spot as the country's rich-
est property developer this week, when his real estate 
company DLF was hit with an unprecedented three-
year ban from capital markets, accused by market reg-
ulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) 
of failing to disclose key information at the time of its 
record-breaking initial public offering (IPO) in 2007. 
Singh later built DLF City in Gurgaon, his showpiece 
township on the outskirts of Delhi, by acquiring land 
from farmers directly at market prices.
Village boy-turned-visionary developer, Singh may 
be largely unknown outside the country. However, 
as the man who built "boom city" Gurgaon and fos-
tered the outsourcing industry - with a little help, he 
says, from ex-General Electric boss Jack Welch - he 
has been among the most influential domestic names 
of recent decades. The DLF chief started his venture 
as a science graduate from Meerut, who went on to 
pursue aeronautical engineering in London, as also his 
commissioning in the cavalry regiment of British-led 
Indian Army before independence.
Today, Delhi-headquartered DLF, run by his son Ra-
jiv as vice chairman, is India's biggest listed property 
firm. In August 2017, Singh sold his one third stake in 
DLF's rental arm to GIC, Singapore's sovereign wealth 
fund, for $1.9 billion.
"Kushal Pal Singh, 87, the wealthiest real estate bar-
on in India, tops the list with a fortune of Rs 23,460 
crore," Hurun Report said in a statement. 

SAMeeR SINgh
CeO, SOUTh ASIA, gROUP M

Media buying 
major GroupM, part 
of global advertis-
ing conglomerate 
WPP group has re-
cently announced  
Sameer Singh as the 
chief executive offi-
cer of its South Asia 
operations.  Singh 
will succeed CVL 
Srinivas, who has 
been the CEO for 
GroupM South Asia 
since January 2013, 

and was given the additional responsibility of country 
manager for WPP India in October last year. 

Sameer is a unique talent and a great business part-
ner with a fantastic track record delivering growth for 
market-leading world-class businesses across the globe. 

Sam joins GroupM from Google India where he was 
Director- Sales, responsible for the agency business. He 
was earlier based at Google’s headquarters in Mountain 
View, California where he worked on measurement, 
brand consulting, insights and product solutions. 

In a career spanning over 25 years across various ge-
ographies including India, China, UK, USA, and the 
Middle East, Sam, an alumnus of IIM Calcutta, worked 
across brand management, marketing services, media, 
forecasting ROI and research, sales and procurement at 
Gillette, P&G, GSK and Google. Prior to Google, he 
was VP, Global Media at GSK where he led their global 
pitch, set up the global media team and embedded dig-
ital excellence.

Speaking on his appointment Sam Singh said, “The 
India market is transitioning to the next level of media 
sophistication, with GroupM adroitly navigating this 
space for their clients, and along with their media part-
ners. I am super excited to join the GroupM team on 
this wonderful journey, and I look forward to bring-
ing to the table, my experiences built at Google, as 
a Marketer, and while working across emerging and 
developed markets. I look forward to contributing, and 
to learning from my colleagues, our clients, and our 
partners.”

StArtup
WAtch things young Indian women 

care about
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Donald Trump: Didn't pay for release 
of prisoners from North Korea

Ousted Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak on Saturday re-
signed as president of 
United Malay National 
Organisation (UMNO) 
party, and chairman of 
the Barisan Nasional 
alliance after leading 
the coalition to a shock  
loss.

"We all feel sad about 
what happened but as a 
party that upholds dem-

ocratic principles, we 
accept the people's deci-
sion," he said, referring 
to the stunning defeat of 
the long-ruling alliance 
in Wednesday's general 
election.

Najib said his deputy 
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi, 
who is also the former 
deputy prime minis-
ter, would take over as 
the new president of 
UMNO, the main com-

ponent of the alliance.
"I have taken the de-

cision to step down as 
president of UMNO 
and chairman of Bari-
san Nasional (BN) im-
mediately," he told a 
press conference, sur-
rounded by senior party  
members.

Najib has been barred 
from leaving the coun-
try amid reports that the 
government was reopen-

ing investigations into a 
multi-billion-dollar graft 
scandal at a state fund he 
founded.

An opposition alliance 
headed by new Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mo-
hamad, 92, inflicted a 
shock defeat on BN in 
Wednesday's election, 
ejecting the coalition 
from power after more 
than six decades of un-
broken rule.
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Oldest person in US dies; Pennsylvania 
woman was 114

Brexit group fined for breaking spending 
rules in EU vote

One of the main Brexit campaign groups was fined 
70,000 pounds ($95,000) on Friday by the electoral 
commission for breaking spending rules in Britain's 
EU referendum and police may have to investigate 
criminal offences, the commission said.

Turkey's Tayyip and Russia's Vladimir 
say US wrong to quit Iran deal

A funeral home says a 114-year-old Pennsylva-
nia woman who was the oldest person in the United 
States has died. The Robert D Heath Funeral Home 
said that Delphine Gibson died on Wednesday. Gib-
son had been living at a Huntingdon nursing home 
since 2004, when she was 100. She attributed her 
long life to good food, her faith in God and her church

Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan and his Russian 
counterpart Vladimir Putin agreed in a telephone call 
on Thursday that the United States had been wrong to 
withdraw from a big-power nuclear deal with Iran, a 
Turkish presidential source said. They also discussed 
escalating tensions in Syria. 
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President Donald 
Trump slammed 
the previous 
Obama adminis-
tration for paying 
$1.8 billion in 
cash after the Ira-
nian nuclear deal 
and said the Unit-
ed States did not 
pay any money to 
the North Koreans 
for the release of 
its citizens held as 
prisoners.

"North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-
un did a great ser-
vice to himself and 
to his country by doing 
this. But those hostages 
came out with respect, 
we didn't pay for them," 
Trump said during a rally 
in Elkhart, Ind.

"We are going to set 
the table. We are going to 
make a great deal, for the 
world, for North Korea, 
for South Korea, for Ja-
pan, for China," he added.

Trump appeared to be 

referring to a January 
2016 deal in which the 
Obama administration 
agreed to pay Iran $1.7 
billion to settle a case re-
lated to the sale of mili-
tary equipment before the 
Iranian revolution.

The Obama adminis-
tration had paid $1.8 bil-
lion for hostages, Trump 
claimed in an apparent 
reference to a January 

2016 deal between the 
US and Iran in which the 
United States agreed to 
pay $1.7 billion to settle a 
case related to the sale of 
military equipment before 
the Iranian revolution.

Simultaneously, Iran 
had released five Amer-
ican prisoners. The then 
Obama White House 
strongly refuted reports 
that it was a ransom.

Malaysia's Najib Razak quits 
as party, coalition chief

Lava eruptions destroys 21 
homes, spews lava 200 feet in air

A new fissure spraying 
lava fountains as high as 
about 230 feet (70 m), de-
stroyed 21 homes, accord-
ing to United States Geo-
logical Survey, is shown 
from Luana Street in Lei-
lani Estates.

The spewing of lava 
from Kilauea volcano 
in Hawaii’s Big Island 
showed no signs of stop-
ping as 21 homes have 
been destroyed in the af-
termath of the eruption in 
Leilani Estates, Hawaii 
County officials said on 
Sunday. Some of the more 
than 1,700 people who 

evacuated pre-
pared for the 
possibility they 
may not return 
for quite some 
time.

“That num-
ber could 
change,” Ha-
waii County spokeswom-
an Janet Snyder said. “This 
is heartbreaking.”

The figures were con-
firmed after the officials 
undertook an aerial survey 
earlier in the day, accord-
ing to local media reports.

Lava advances along a 
street near a fissure in Lei-

lani Estates, on Kilauea 
Volcano’s lower East Rift 
Zone, Hawaii.

Geologists say that the 
ongoing lava outbreak 
from Kilauea volcano that 
is inundating Leilani Es-
tates would “continue for 
some more days and could 
go on for weeks”.

Rohingya refugees, host 
communities being 

vaccinated against cholera
A massive cholera vac-

cination campaign has 
begun to protect nearly 
one million Rohingyas 
and their host communi-
ties living in and around 
the refugee camps in 
Bangladesh, to prevent 
any potential outbreak 
during the ongoing mon-
soon season. 

This is a second cholera 
vaccination campaign be-
ing held for the Rohing-
yas and their host com-
munities. Earlier 900,000 
doses of oral cholera vac-
cine were administered to 
the vulnerable population 
in two phases in October 
– November last year.

“Considering the wa-
ter and sanitation condi-
tions in the overcrowded 
camps and the increased 
risk of disease outbreaks 
in the monsoon season, 

the health sector is tak-
ing all possible measures 
to prevent cholera and 
other water and vector 
borne diseases,” says Dr. 
Bardan Jung Rana, WHO 
Representative to Ban-
gladesh.

In addition to vaccina-
tion, consistent efforts are 
being made to improve 
access to clean water and 
sanitation and promote 
hygiene. UNICEF has 
been scaling up interven-
tions and communication 
on safe practices.

The World Health Or-
ganization has raised 
an early warning, alert 
and response emergency 
surveillance system, is 
monitoring water quality 
andworking with the De-
partment of Public Health 
Engineering to enhance 
local laboratory capacity.

Indonesia volcano: Mount 
Merapi eruption shuts airport

Indonesian authori-
ties on Friday ordered 
people living near a 
volcano to leave their 
homes. The city closed 

its airport after the 
5,500 metre (18,000 ft) 
peak sent a column of 
steam and ash into the  
sky.

One of the 
most active vol-
cano of Indone-
sia , the Mount 
Merapi volcano 
densely popu-
lated Java island 
and a series of 
eruptions in 2010 
killed more than 
350 people.

A disaster mit-
igation agency 
told residents 
living within a 5 
km (3 mile) ra-

dius of the mountain to 
move to shelters, agen-
cy spokesman Sutopo 
Purwo Nugroho said 
in a statement. He said 

that 120 people who had 
been hiking up Merapi 
were safe.

The state-owned avi-
ation agency AirNav 
said in a statement that 
the airport in Yogyakar-
ta, the nearest big city 
to the volcano, shut be-
cause of the threat from 
the ash.

The disaster agency 
described Merapi's lat-
est eruption as phreatic, 
which means magma 
heats up ground water 
and vapour is released 
under pressure.

The alert status on 
Merapi had not be 
raised, it said.

Cambridge Analytica row: Parliamentary 
panel debates on summoning FB brass
The parliamentary 

standing committee on 
information and technol-
ogy, which on Wednesday 
debated for considerable 
time whether it can sum-
mon Facebook top brass 
following reports that its 
user data was leaked for 
unauthorised electoral 
use in India.

Sources requesting an-
onymity said the Union 
home secretary Rajiv 
Gauba and National Cy-
ber Security chief Dr 
Gulshan Rai, along with 
other cyber security and 
intelligence officers, were 
present at the meeting. 

They have explained 
that the Indian govern-
ment can enforce the 

law of the 
land to seek 
Facebook's ac-
countability for 
its operations 
in the country.

It is learnt 
that members 
of the parlia-
mentary panel 
headed by BJP 
MP Anurag 
Thakur were 
of the view that a Face-
book representative's ap-
pearance could be sought 
before the committee to 
record the evidence and 
explanation on citizens' 
data security and breach 
of privacy.

It has been alleged that 
87 million Facebook us-

ers' data was leaked to 
Cambridge Analytica 
worldwide, which mined 
the data to assist political 
and other clients.

Parliamentary standing 
committee on informa-
tion and technology on 
Wednesday Sources pres-
ent in the meeting told 

ET on the conditions of 
anonymity that the en-
tire committee members 
unanimously wanted to 
explore if Facebook's 
appearance before the 
parliamentary panel can 
be sought to get its ex-
planation on citizen data 
security.

Putin begin fourth term 
amid Russian crackdown 

on opposition

Under the shadow of 
hugely strained ties with 
the West, Vladimir Putin 
inaugurated for his fourth 
Kremlin term under the 
shadow of hugely strained 
ties with the West and a 
crackdown on the oppo-
sition.

Putin  begins amid 
crackdown on the oppo-
sition, with Alexei Na-
valny and hundreds more 
detained during the week-
end.

Putin used his last term 
to annex Crimea from 
Ukraine in 2014 and 
launch a military cam-
paign in Syria on the side 
of Bashar al-Assad the 
next year, has promised to 
improve living standards 
at home during his next 
Kremlin stint.

Navalny, opposition 

leader  was briefly de-
tained along with nearly 
1,600 of his supporters 
on Sunday during nation-
wide rallies against Putin 
as police and paramilitary 
activists used force to 
break up demonstrations 
in Moscow and Saint Pe-
tersburg.

The Russian President‘s 
victory in the March elec-
tion was never in question 
and the prospect of an in-
auguration in the Krem-
lin's gilded Andreyevsky 
hall has generated little 
excitement.

Putin's minders are re-
portedly planning a fair-
ly low-key inauguration 
ceremony this year  that 
will not include a lavish 
Kremlin reception in an 
apparent effort to eschew 
any bad publicity.

Trump to 
address 

Jerusalem 
embassy 
opening 
by video
President Donald 

Trump will deliver a 
video address around 
800 US and Israeli 
dignitaries at the cere-
monial opening of the 
American embassy in 
Jerusalem by video on 
Monday, the US ambas-
sador said.

Trump had been toy-
ing with flying to Israel 
for the second time in 
his presidency to at-
tend the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, over the last 
several weeks, much to 
the surprise of Israeli 
officials who were un-
prepared for a potential 
presidential visit.

It was not immediate-
ly clear from Ambas-
sador David Friedman 
comment, on a call 
with reporters, wheth-
er Trump would speak 
via a live videolink or 
a pre-recorded address.

The ambassador said 
staff at the Tel Aviv mis-
sion had just marked its 
last day as an embas-
sy and some of them 
would turn up for work 
on Monday at the Jeru-
salem embassy, which 
would host an opening 
ceremony later that day.

"People will be com-
ing back to work as the 
embassy branch of the 
Jerusalem embassy, and 
I think we're all very 
happy and excited to be 
participating in such a 
historic event," Fried-
man said.



Ericsson announced a 
host of technology in-
novations for the Indi-
an market to enable a 
smooth evolution from 
4G to 5G.

The company intro-
duced a new category 
of radio products called 
Street Macro; a new 
site type that addresses 
the need of operators 

to grow in cities with 
limited available ra-
dio locations. It also 
launched new radio 
products that support 
Massive MIMO tech-
nology.

All installed base of 
radios from the Er-
icsson Radio System 
delivered since 2015 
will be 5G NR-capable 
by a remote software 
installation. Ericsson 
recently completed 
its 5G platform with 

the launch of 5G Radio 
Access Network (RAN) 
commercial software, 
based on the recently 
approved first 3GPP 5G 

New Radio (NR) stan-
dard. The 5G radio net-
work software comple-
ments Ericsson's already 
launched baseband and 
5G radios.

Operators can simply 
activate their 5G net-
works and take the first 
steps with commercial 
5G capabilities and new 
applications leveraging 
advanced mobile broad-
band services. This 
will cater efficiently for 
growing data traffic and 
enable access to multi-
media content, such as 
4K/8K video streaming 
and virtual reality/aug-
mented reality.

B-Town's very 
own diva Aish-
warya Rai Bach-
chan has given 
a sweet surprise 
to her fans when 
they got to know 
that she'll be 
making her de-
but on social 
media with the 
p h o t o - s h a r i n g 
platform Insta-
gram on May 11.

Instagram be-
ing one of the favourite 
apps, the tinsel town 
celebs are obsessed with 
and spill their life sto-
ries on the visual data 
sharing space.

The 44-year-old ac-
tress officially entered 
Instagram today 
morning and 
has garnered 
114k fol-
lowers till 
now. Al-
t h o u g h 
the for-
mer Miss World 
hasn’t posted a 
single picture till 
now and is also 
not following 
anyone, we surely 
know that she’ll 
become an Insta-
gram favourite.

While her Instagram 
account remained fair-
ly inactive for the most 
part of the day, it was in 
the latter half of Friday 
that the actress started 
sharing a series of im-
ages, which reminds of 
Aamir Khan Instagram 
debut.

Aamir resorted to post-
ing 9 grids of puzzles 

in a row baffling 
social media us-

ers. The idea 
comes to 

p e r s p e c -
tive as 
one visits 

Aamir's Ins-
tagram page, only 

then can a user see 
the complete collage of 
picture consisting of 9 
grids.

In an effort to continue 
its push into the business 
and enterprise space, 
WhatsApp is bringing 
a new chat filter feature 
to its Android app. This 
new feature will allow 
users to quickly search 
through messages, filter-
ing them out per unread 
chats, groups and broad-
cast lists, point outs the 
website.

It has been reported that 
a chat filter and sticker 

album might be coming 
to WhatsApp. While 
the development team 
has just started working 
on a sticker album, a 
chat filter will come 
to the WhatsApp 
Business app for  
Android.

According to Wabeta-
Info, WhatsApp’s up-
coming 2.18.84 update 
offers UI clues about 
the new Chat FilterOnce 
the user triggers a search 

in the a p p , 

a filter icon will 
become visible in the 

search bar, which will 
let you choose where 
you want your search to 
focus on.

Despite this being a 
very useful feature and 
as more and more peo-
ple in India are resort-
ing to WhatsApp to get 
things done, this may 
remain an exclusive for 
WhatsApp Business.

On the other hand, nu-
merous reports suggest 
that WhatsApp is devel-
oping the iOS Business 
app.

Presently, "the 
WhatsApp Business for 
iOS app doesn’t have 
many business features 
contained in the re-
spective Android ver-
sion, such as Labels and 
Quick Replies, seen that 

it’s at an early stage of 
development," points 
WabetaInfo.

In recent months, 
WhatsApp has been 

doubling down its 
efforts to bring more 
business and advertis-
er-friendly features in 
order to monetise the 
platform.

It’s the season of sur-
prise weddings. Guess, 
for Bollywood, it’s all 
about catching peo-
ple off guard with their 
weddings. After Sonam 
Kapoor wedding,  Neha 
Dhupia surprised her 
fans and friends by tieing 
knot with Angad Bedi. It 
was small ceremony with 
family and close friends 
only, at a Gurudwara in 
New Delhi. Even their 

friends weren’t aware 
that the two, who have 
been dating for a while 
now, are intending to get 
hitched. 

The development hasn’t 
completed 24-hrs and we 
hear, Himesh Resham-
miya got married to his 
longtime girlfriend, Sonia 
Kapoor. They were living 
together since a few years 
now. As per a statement 
issued by the music com-

poser's team, Reshammi-
ya will marry longtime 
partner Sonia Kapoor. A 
simple ceremony will be 
held on the night of 11 
May at his residence to 
celebrate the occasion. It 
will be a close-knit affair 
with just close family and 
friends. His parents and 
son Swayam will also be 
present.

There is no reason to 
say that social media will 
be able to forget Sonam 
Kapoor and Anand Ahu-
ja anytime soon. The duo 
got married on May 8. 
Every little detail of their 
star-studded wedding 
is out on popular social 
media platforms. #Every-
dayPhenomenal has em-
braced the life of a meme. 
The star-studded and a to-
tal filmy wedding recep-
tion, the newlyweds have 
gone all public to profess 
their love for each other. 
Sonam and Anand tied 
the knot on May 8 accord-
ing to the Sikh traditions 
and later hosted a party 
at The Leela in Mumbai. 
After all the celebrations, 
Sonam will soon head out 
of the country to walk the 
red carpet at Cannes Film 
Festival 2018 

Bollywood’s 
queen Kan-
gana Ranaut 
has parted 
ways with the 
Queen actress, 
too, and is no 
more manag-
ing her work. 
Looks like An-
jali had a rath-
er short stint 
with Kangana 
after all. An-
jali was pre-
viously man-
aging Hrithik 
Roshan’s work 
when the con-

troversy with Kangana 
broke out.

It’s not even been three 
months since After Hrs 
reported that Kangana 
Ranaut had hired An-
jali Atha to handle her 
work. For now, Kanga-
na Ranaut is all gearing 
up to make a mark on 
this international dais. 
Speaking exclusively 
about her Cannes visit, 
Kangana told BT, “I’ve 
been invited to accom-
pany Smriti Irani (Union 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting) and 
Prasoon Joshi (Chair-

man, Central Board of 
Film Certification) at the 
India Pavilion at Cannes 
this year.”

On workfront , Kan-
gana Ranut is all busy 
with Manikarnika . A  
biopic of Rani Lakshmi 
Bai is directing by Krish 
is Telugu filmmaker 
but directed a Hindi 
film Gabbar is Back. 
An epic period drama 
Manikarnika is a dream 
project of her was first 
scheduled to release on 
27th Apr but postponed 
now and releasing on 
3rd Aug 2018.
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Filmmaker Rajkumar Hi-
rani released the last look 
poster of Sanju starring 
Ranbir Kapoor when San-
jay Dutt was first arrested 
in 1993.  Like other posters 
of Sanju, it is impressive, 
yet again.

In the new poster of San-
ju director Rajkumar Hira-
ni has tried to recreate the 
1993 when Sanjay Dutt 
first got arrested after a 
non-bailable warrant was 
issued against him. Ran-
bir is seen wearing a white 
kurta on Blue jeans with 

handcuffs on and messy 
hair kept open with the 
beard.

Director Rajkumar Hi-
rani posted the poster and 
wrote, " Sanju was first 
arrested in 1993. In prison 
for 18 months. Could not 
get bail. A recreation of 
that time.  #RanbirKapoor 
#RajkumarHiraniFilms @
VVCFilms @foxstarhin-
di"

Based on the life of San-
jay Dutt, Rajkumar Hi-
rani's 'Sanju' showcases 
the various facets of the 

yesteryear actor's 
life. The film 
traces the journey 
of Sanjay Dutt's 
life right from his 
youth to the pres-
ent. 

The film re-
leases on June 
29 and there has 
been a great buzz 
around it thanks 
to Ranbir’s acing 
the Sanjay Dutt 
look from var-
ious stages and 
phase of his life.

Bollywood wedding 
saga continues 

WhatsApp to bring it’s chat filter 
feature in Business App for Android

Sanju new poster takes us back to 1993, 
the year Sanjay Dutt was first arrested

Ericsson unveils solutions for seamless 4G to 5G transition

Ranbir Kapoor transforms into 
dacait for Yash Raj Films' Shamshera'

After  recover from his 
unbelievable transforma-
tion for the part of San-
ju in Rajkumar Hirani's 
Sanjay Dutt biopic then 
trust us this is just the 
beginning, Ranbir Ka-
poor is once again all set 
to stun the audience in a 
never-seen-before avatar 
in Yash Raj Films' new 
project titled Shamshera.

The makers have 
dropped the first look of 
this film and Ranbir Ka-
poor looks unrecognis-
able in this one too. The 
Bollywood heartthrob 
looks raw and every bit 
the dacoit he is playing in 
the film to be directed by 
Karan Malhotra, who has 
earlier helmed Akshay 
Kumar-starrer Brothers. 
The 35-year-old actor 

will be working with the 
production house after a 
gap of nine years. His last 
project with YRF was 
"Rocket Singh: Salesman 
of the Year".  "Filmmaker 
Karan Malhotra is going 
to take me completely 
out of my comfort zone 

and I'm looking forward 
to this challenge," Ranbir 
said in a statement. The 
film, to be produced by 
Aditya Chopra, will see 
Ranbir in the role of a da-
coit as the film's tagline 
goes, "Karam Se Dacait... 
Dharam Se Azaad."

This is Ranbir's third 
collaboration with YRF 
films after Bachna Ae 
Haseeno and Rocket 
Singh: Salesman of the 
Year. The actor is cur-
rently busy promoting 
Sanju with director Raj-
kumar Hirani.

Kangana Ranaut parts ways with 
manager within less than three months

Arjun Kapoor on pay 
gap: 'Never asked how 

much my co-star is paid'

Actor Arjun Kapoor be-
lieves pay disparity was a 
"sensitive" subject, but he 
found it crass and crude to 
talk about how much one 
gets paid in Bollywood.

On the pay disparity in 
Bollywood, he says it is 
"not about actors topping 
actresses", but for several 
years it has been the he-
roes who have generated 
business at the ticket win-
dows for a film.

"We are not saying that 
if you give them (actress-
es) more money, we will 
not work. I have never 
asked how much my co-
star is paid," Arjun told 
reporters.  

During 'Bend the Gen-
der' event,  Arjun said, 
"For many years, there 
has been a certain growth 
of business because the 
main lead is a hero, an ac-
tor is the protagonist. The 

audience is used to seeing 
certain kind of films.”

He, however, believes 
that in the last few years 
things have changed for 
women in the industry as 
the commercial success 
of a film has led to female 
actors getting more remu-
neration.

"I hate calling it a wom-
an-centric film, but, for 
example, if 'Raazi' does 
well, Alia Bhatt will be 
paid a lot of money for her 
next film," he said.

"Like 'NH 10' works, 
Anushka Sharma's salary 
will change. It is a sensi-
tive thing to discuss, peo-
ple's prices, I find it very 
crass and rude. I feel this 
conversation leads no-
where as no one knows 
the truth except the bank 
manager and those who 
make the contract," he 
added.

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan 
debuts on Instagram, shares a 
throwback photo with daughter



RR registered their sixth 
win in 12 games to move 
one rung up to fifth in the 
2018 IPL standings on 
Sunday. Rajasthan Royals 
cruised to a seven-wicket 
win against Mumbai Indi-
ans during a decisive Indi-
an Premier League clash 
at the Wankhede Stadium 
in Mumbai.

RR beat MI to bring Ro-
hit Sharma’s men one rung 
down to sixth.

Earlier in the day, sec-
ond-placed CSK beat ta-
ble-toppers SRH but the 
result didn’t affect the po-
sitions of either team.

Chasing 180 to win, 
Rayudu (100* off 62 balls) 
and Shane Watson (57 off 
35 balls) added 134 runs 
for the opening stand in 
13.3 overs to kill it as CSK 
won their eighth game in 
12 matches. It was SRH’s 
third defeat in 12 matches. 

Rayudu on Sunday 
played like a champion 
and totally destroyed the 
much-fancied SRH bowl-
ing. None of the SRH 
bowlers – with the ex-
ception of Rashid Khan – 
could contain Rayudu and 
Watson and only halfway 
through their defence, the 
visitors found themselves 
out the contest. 

7SPORTS & lIfeSTyle13 - 19 MAY, 2018
New Delhi

Steve Smith and David 
Warner could be seen 
playing club cricket back 
home soon. However, 
Cameron Bancroft might 
have to wait longer to 
start playing.

Smith and Warner were 
banned for 12-months 
while Cameron Bancroft 
was suspended for 9 
months for their involve-
ment in the ball-tamper-
ing scandal in South Af-
rica, barring them from 
playing international and 
domestic cricket. Howev-
er, they are eligible to take 
part in club cricket.

The New South Wales 
Cricket Association 
(NSWCA) confirmed 
it would not stop Smith 
and Warner from playing 
grade cricket this season. 
Bancroft, on other hand, 
would require an exemp-
tion from The Western 
Australia District Crick-
et Council (WADCC) to 
play for his club in Perth.

Cricket Australia (CA) 
imposed sanctions on 
Smith, Warner and Ban-
croft for their involve-
ment in the ball-tam-
pering scandal in South 
Africa, barring them from 
playing international and 
domestic cricket. But they 
are eligible to take part in 
club cricket.

Both NSWCA and 
WADCC have rules in 
place which state that 
a player suspended by 
Cricket Australia is ‘au-
tomatically disqualified 
from participation in 
WADCC Competitions 
for the duration of that 
suspension’. The New 
South Wales based club 
governing body, though, 
cleared Smith and War-
ner’s names taking into 
account the CA verdict 
that explicitly said that 
banned players are eli-
gible and encouraged to 
play club cricket.

Jos Buttler's unbeaten 95 
beats Chennai Super Kings

Jos Buttler played a 
brilliant unbeaten in-
nings edge out Chen-
nai Super Kings (CSK) 
by four wickets in a 
nail-biting Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) en-
counter at the Sawai 
Mansingh Stadium in 
Jaipur on Friday.

Despite the defeat, 
CSK continues to hold 
on to the second spot 
with 14 points from 11 
matches.

Set a challenging target 
of 177, Buttler almost 
single-handedly won 
the game for his team, 
scoring an unbeaten 95 
off just 60 balls and hit-
ting a crucial six in the 

final over of the chase 
to take the hosts over 
the line with one ball to 
spare. Buttler continued 
to defy the CSK bowlers 
even as wickets fell at 
the other end.

RR got off to a flying 
start, thanks largely to 
Buttler, who has shown 
his true worth since be-
ing promoted to open 
the innings. The 
Englishman, in 
the company 
of compatriot 
Ben Stokes, 
added 48 for 
the opening 
stand in just 
for overs, 
b e f o r e 

Stokes 
w a s 

cleaned up by 
Harbhajan 
Singh.

C a p -
t a i n 

Ajink-
ya Rah-
ane didn't 
last long, 

Ravindra Jadeja 
getting him caught 
at slips. Ravindra 
Jadeja then dis-
missed Rajasthan 
captain Ajinkya 
Rahane in the 
next over to 

put Chen-
nai in 

t h e 

driv-
er's seat.

Buttler and 
Sanju Samson then 
added 45 runs between 
them over the next sev-
en overs before the 
latter was run out fol-
lowing a horrible mix- 
up.

Bold fan takes selfie with Virat 
Kohli during DD-RCB game

Fans nowadays will 
do anything to get a 
selfie with their favor-
ite sportsperson. We all 
know that. But a Virat 
Kohli fan took idolatry to 
another level during the 
DD-RCB game in New 
Delhi on Saturday.  

He stormed to the mid-
dle of the pitch during the 
RCB chase and clicked a 
selfie with the Bangalore 
captain, bringing the pro-
ceedings to a halt briefly.

Kohli appeared to be 
okay with the intrusion 
and obliged the fan with 
great humility.  

Earlier in the day, al-

ready out of the play-off 
reckoning, DD, in an 
attempt to unearth new 
talent, handed debuts to 
Abhishek Sharma and 
Nepal’s Sandeep Lam-
ichhane.

At the end of their in-
nings after being put into 
bat, DD were justified 
by Abhishek’s blistering 
19-ball 46 not out as the 
hosts reached a com-
petitive total of 181/4. 
Abhishek, who was an 
important part of In-
dia’s Under-19 World 
Cup-winning team in 
New Zealand earlier this 
year, hit three fours and 

four sixes during the 
course of his innings. 

At 120/4 in 15.1 overs, 
Abhishek joined Vijay 
Shankar at the crease 
and he didn’t take long 
to show his talent. In the 
17th over bowled by Tim 
Southee he picked up 
sixes off back-to-back 
balls to stun the visitors 
not a little.

It was no mean feat for 
a 17-year-old – hitting an 
international bowler out 
of the park twice with 
ease. It was a shame that 
the Amritsar-born left-
hander couldn’t reach his 
fifty.

Kings XI Punjab: 'All 
is well' between Preity 
Zinta-Virender Sehwag

Kings XI Pun-
jab has rub-
bished the ru-
mors of a heated 
spat between 
KXIP co-own-
er Preity Zinta 
and team mentor 
Virender Sehwag 
and said that ‘all 
is well’ between 
the duo.

The rumors 
came in wake af-
ter the side’s re-
cent loss against 
Rajasthan Roy-
als. The Kings 
had failed to 
chase a mod-
est total of 158 
against the Roy-
als on Tuesday.

According to a 
report in Mumbai Mir-
ror on Friday, an ugly 
spat between Kings XI 
Punjab (KXIP) co-own-
er Preity Zinta and team 
mentor Virender Se-
hwag following their 
loss to the Rajasthan 
Royals. Zinta was upset 
with the fact that captain 
R Ashwin was promoted 
up the order. The report 
stated that she confront-
ed Viru even before the 
players got back to the 

pavilion at the end of the 
match.

However, the team 
issued the following 
statement in order to 
put things in perspective 
and lay to rest any ru-
mors surrounding KXIP:

"The stories have led 
to a lot of speculation 
and we at Kings XI Pun-
jab would like to clearly 
state that as part of our 
management process, 
(as well as other fran-

chisees)  we review our 
performance on and off 
the field after each game 
through both, formal and 
informal discussions.”

This is part of our stan-
dard operations review 
process which helps us 
to analyse our results 
and allow us to focus 
on the improvement re-
quired after each game, 
both on and off the field 
so that we can continue 
to improve in all aspects.

Aamir Khan 'unhappy' 
with his performance in 
debut film 'Qayamat Se 

Qayamat Tak'

Thirty years ago, Qa-
yamat Se Qayamat Tak' 
turned out to be a block-
buster launchpad for 
Aamir Khan and Juhi 
Chawla, but the superstar 
reveals that he was criti-
cal of his work in the film 
and unhappy with his per-
formance.
The romantic-drama, re-
leased on April 29, 1988, 
was a modern day take on 
the classic tragic love sto-
ry Romeo and Juliet. 
To celebrate the film's 30 
years, a special screen-
ing was held on Saturday 
night where Khan, along 
with director Mansoor 
Khan, music duo Anand 
Milind and other cast and 
crew were present. "When 
I see my work I don't like 

it. I feel it could've been 
much better. Especially 
in this film, I loved Juhi's 
work. She was bang on, 
fantastic, natural. I was 
very raw. Some scenes 
I did okay, some I didn't 
and fumbled," Khan said 
at the event.
The 'Dangal' star quipped 
he is ready to "reshoot" 
the film because he does 
not consider his perfor-
mance good in it. "I was 
convinced, when the film 
releases, people will love 
Juhi and my work won't 
be appreciated much be-
cause I also didn't like my 
work. I was very unhappy 
with my work, I still am. 
But people liked it! May 
be I was fortunate," he 
said. at an event.

Vivo X21 UD expected 
to launch on May 29 

in India
Vivo might soon in-

troduce the Vivo X21 
UD smartphone in In-
dia. The Chinese mobile 
maker has sent an invite 
to launch a new handset 
in the country on May 
29.

Earlier this month, 
Vivo had introduced the 
X21 UD in international 
markets, follow-
ing a launch 
in China in 
March.

The invite 
sent by Vivo 
includes 
the let-
ter 'X' 
w h i c h 
hints that the 
company will most 
likely unveil an X-series 
smartphone in India.

The Vivo X21 UD for 
the 128GB variant will 
be priced at CNY 3,598 
(approximately Rs 
37,100). It will be avail-
able in Ruby Red, Au-

rora White, and Black 
colour variants.

The big high-
light of the 
Vivo X21 UD 
is its under dis-
p l a y 

f i n g e r -
print scan-
ner, meaning there is 
no physical home but-
ton and users simply 
need to touch a circu-

lar on-screen finger-
print prompt 

to unlock 
their smart-
phone.

In terms 
of speci-
fications, 
the Vivo 
X21 UD 
will sport 
a 6.28-
i n c h 
d i sp lay 
F H D + 
display 
with an 
a spec t 
ratio of 

19:9. It 
will be pow-

ered by a 2.2GHz 
Qualcomm’s Snap-

dragon 660 proces-
sor, paired with 6GB 

RAM. It will include 
an internal storage of 
128GB, which can be 
further expanded up to 
256GB via microSD 
card.

Google's human-mimicking Duplex 
voice AI will now identify itself!

After critics labeled 
Google's almost hu-
man-sounding voice AI 
Duplex as 'horrifying', 
the search giant has an-
nounced that the software 
will identify itself to hu-
mans before a conversa-
tion begins. Google Du-
plex is an experimental 
AI system and was intro-
duced at the Google I/O 
2018 earlier this week. 
It uses DeepMind's new 
WaveNet audio-genera-
tion technique and other 
advances in natural lan-
guage processing to make 
it sound more humanlike, 
The Verge reports.

Google has clarified in 
a statement that the ex-
perimental system will 
have “disclosure built-
in.” That seems to mean 

that whatever 
eventual shape 
Duplex takes 
as a consumer 
product will 
involve some 
type of verbal 
announcement 
to the person on the other 
end that he or she is in fact 
talking to an AI.

“We understand and val-
ue the discussion around 
Google Duplex — as 
we’ve said from the be-
ginning, transparency in 
the technology is import-
ant,” a Google spokes-
person told The Verge in 
a statement this evening. 
“We are designing this 
feature with disclosure 
built-in, and we’ll make 
sure the system is appro-
priately identified. What 

we showed at I/O was an 
early technology demo, 
and we look forward to 
incorporating feedback 
as we develop this into a 
product.”

Following the outcry, 
Google has decided to add 
a built-in disclosure to the 
system with some sort of 
a verbal announcement 
to the human on the oth-
er end that they are in fact 
talking to an AI. Google 
Duplex is expected to be 
in beta within the Assis-
tant platform this summer.

Indians aren't scared 
anymore, says 

Quinton de Kock
India's gutsy perfor-
mance in South Africa 
in the three-match Test 
series has earned Virat 
Kohli's team a lot of ad-
mirers. And one among 
them is Protea wick-
et-keeper batsman Quin-
ton de Kock.
Having heard stories 
about many an Indian 
teams meekly surren-
dering on South Africa's 
pacy and bouncy wick-
ets in the past, de Kock 
was surprised at the fight 
Kohli's side put up on 
their recent tour earlier 
this year.
"They came to South Af-
rica, played the bounce 
really well. I think it is 
something which will 
keep on happening now. 
They are not going to be 
scared anymore," said 
de Kock at the launch of 
his Spintechs Spin Mat' 
at the MIG Cricket Club 
ground on Thursday af-
ternoon, a facility that 
would help the batters 
improve their skills on 

spinning pitches.
The Johannesburg-born 
cricketer also heaped 
praise on India's pace 
attack that set foot in 
South Africa, adding that 
the upcoming series be-
tween India and England 
will be a "good contest".
"I think the Indian seam 
attack is one of the 
best I have ever faced. 
They were really good 
in South Africa. Hav-
ing grown up on wick-
ets where the margin 
of error is so less (and) 
then coming to seam-
er-friendly wickets and 
bowling so well is just 
so good.
"The likes of Bhuvi 
(Bhuvneshwar Kumar), 
(Jasprit) Bumrah, Hardik 
(Pandya), (Mohd) Shami 
and Ishant (Sharma) all 
are so consistent and the 
opposition will struggle 
against them. It's one 
of the hardest bowling 
attack you can take on, 
especially when you 
open," de Kock said.

Steve Smith, David 
Warner set to return to 
the cricket field after 

ball-tampering scandal

Rajasthan 
Royals surge 

to fifth in 
table after 

win over MI
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