
Dalit protesters have 
bought Mumbai to a halt 
by virtually paralyzing 
the city after breaking the 
Shiv Sena’s monopoly this 
week. Violence broke out 
in the outlying districts, 
especially along Jogesh-
wari-Vikhroli Link Road 
along with Powai. Sever-
al mobs damaged public 
vehicles, blocked roads 
and sub-urban trains, and 
forced the shops to pull 
down its shutters.

Crowds in several ar-
eas were indulged in 
stone-pelting, thus, de-
stroying a number public 
buses and private vehicles. 
Schools were shut and 
college exams were even 
postponed. People going 
for their jobs were scared 
to step out of their rooms 
and harried commuters 
found stranded in trains. 

Mumbai police are be-
ing criticized for being 
passive bystanders as 
citizens continue to vent 
their anger at them.

A senior BJP minis-
ter reported that the lo-
cal police were directed 
not to use teargas, sticks 
or any kind of physical 

force. Major parts of the 
city were affected as the 
law-and-order machinery 
proved to be ineffectual.

Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis pointed 
out at left-wing extrem-
ists and accused Jignesh 
Mewani, the newly elect-
ed Gujarat Dalit MLA, 
Radhika Vemula, the 
mother of Dalit scholar 
Rohith Vemula, and few 
others who visited Bhi-
ma-Koregaon last week. 
The state government 
along with the Mumbai 
police came under strong 
flak for being silent spec-
tators to the ongoing ri-
ots.

More than 30,000 po-
licemen, personnel from 
the Rapid Action Force 
personnel, riot control 
unit, State Reserve Police 
Force, and crime branch 
officials were deployed 
all around the city espe-
cially in the most sensi-
tive areas like Ramabai 
Nagar, Kurla, Asalpha, 
Chembur, Borivli, Kher-
wadi and Sakinaka along 
with few more.

Cops being criticized 
for being bystanders as 
Mumbai come to a halt
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