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Air passengers will soon 
be able to make calls on-
board and browse the in-
ternet as Modi government 
gave its nod for in-flight 
mobile connectivity.

The Telecom Commis-
sion on Tuesday approved 
a proposal for allowing 
mobile phone calls and in-
ternet services in domestic 
and international flights in 
India, but with certain rid-
ers, an official said.

According to Indian Ex-
press report, passengers 

would surf the internet in 
Indian airspace in the next 
three to four months as 
the Telecom Commission 
on Tuesday approved the 
DoT’s proposal for both 
internet and mobile com-
munication on aircraft.

Earlier it was report-
ed that using internet in 
the flight might cost fly-
ers around Rs 500 for 30 
minutes and Rs 1,000 for 
an hour. According to the 
Trai's recommendations, 
flyers could use their 

phones once they would 
reach at 3,000 ft. This re-
striction is being imposed 
to maintain compatibility 
with terrestrial networks. A 
flight generally attains the 
altitude of 3,000 metres 
about four-five minutes af-

ter take-off. As per TOI re-
ports, the charges would be 
according to international 
standards and the airlines 
had took into account the 
charges levied by service 
providers for slots on sat-
ellites.

Amid the ongoing crisis 
in the apex court, Chief 
Justice of India Dipak 
Misra said that the Su-
preme Court was united 
even in its differences as 
he underscored the impor-
tance of giving lawyers the 
due respect.

Speaking at a function to 
bid farewell to Justice RK 
Agrawal, the CJI said, “As 
has been told, the Supreme 
Court is one. The Bar fos-
ters us, nurtures us and 

on every occasion, I have 
told the young members 
of the Bar, be the guiding 
angels.”

“Whatever your status 
is, whatever your stature 
is; it is the duty of the 
judges to show respect to 
the members of the Bar 
despite their age or status. 
I personally and individu-
ally feel so and do so,” he 
said at the function organ-
ised by the Supreme Court 
Bar Association (SCBA).

With justice Agrawal’s 
retirement, the vacan-
cy in the Supreme Court 
once again rises to seven. 
At present, there are 24 
judges as against the sanc-
tioned strength of 31.

Misra, who was the 
chief guest at the event, 
said it was the duty of the 
judges to show respect to 
the lawyers irrespective of 
their their age or status.

File image of Chief Jus-
tice of India Dipak Misra 

said, “It's not the age, it 
is the entry into the Bar 
that makes you an angel. 
Whatever be your stature 
or status, you deserve re-
spect and it is the duty of 
the judges to show respect 
to the members of the Bar 
despite their age or status."

During his address, jus-
tice Agrawal also called 
for unity between the Bar 
and Bench. Though he did 
not refer to the present cri-
sis.

Amid a festering dispute 
between the world's two 
largest economies, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping's 
top economic adviser, 
Vice Premier Liu He, will 
meet a top-level US trade 
delegation in Beijing this 
week, state media said on 
Wednesday.

US President Donald 
Trump has threatened tar-
iffs on up to $150 billion 
worth of Chinese goods 
to punish China over its 
joint-venture require-
ments. The remaining pol-
icies the United States says 
force American companies 
to surrender their intel-
lectual property to state-
backed Chinese competi-
tors. China, which denies 
it coerces such technology 
transfers, has threatened 

retaliation in equal mea-
sure, including tariffs on 
US soybeans and aircraft.

In a brief report, state 
media said China wel-
comed the delegation's trip 
to Beijing, set for Thurs-
day and Friday, adding that 
Liu would meet its mem-
bers to "exchange views" 
on issues of mutual con-
cern about Sino-U.S. trade 
and business ties.

The US visitors include 
Trade Representative 

Robert Lighthizer, Trea-
sury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, Commerce Sec-
retary Wilbur Ross, White 
House trade and manufac-
turing adviser Peter Navar-
ro and new White House 
economic adviser Larry 
Kudlow.

China says it is deter-
mined to open its econo-
my further to the outside 
world, and has denounced 
what it calls US protec-
tionism.

Chinese handset maker 
Coolpad today launched 
“Note 6” as its offline ex-
clusive product in India. 
India is the first country 
where Coolpad Note 6 
has been launched.

Coolpad comes with 
5.5-inch HD display and 
8MP+5MP dual front 
cameras with additional 
flash with a capability to 
capture 120 degree wide 
angle selfies. The phone 
also has a Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 435 chipset 
with 1.4GHz Octa Core 
processor.

The company said in 
a statement that “The 
smartphone will be avail-
able starting on Tuesday 
in 32GB and 64GB inter-
nal storage variants with 
4GB RAM for Rs 8,999 
and Rs 9,999 respective-

ly.”
Running Android 7.1 

Nougat Operating Sys-
tem (OS), the smart-
phone is powered by a 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 
435 chipset and is fuelled 
by 4,070 mAh battery.

Syed Tajuddin, CEO, 
Coolpad India, said 
“Coolpad ‘Note 6’ will 
offer a great value for 
money smartphone for 
Indian customers.”

He further added, “We 
are also planning to in-
troduce more aggressive 
offline devices in the 
next few months to ex-
pand in the offline mar-
ket through our retails 
partners and multi-brand 
outlets.”

Coolpad Note 6 will 
be available in gold co-
lour variant. The smart-

phone will be available 
for purchase from today 
onwards, at 300+ multi-
brand stores across 8 
states: Delhi NCR, Hary-
ana, Telangana, Karnata-
ka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh 
and Maharashtra.

Pakistan on Thursday 
repatriated an ailing 
20-year-old Indian pris-
oner Jitendra Arjunwar 
on humanitarian grounds 
so he could be with his 
family. Human rights 
activist and singer She-
hzad Roy's efforts made 
this boy's repatriation 
possible.

In 2013,  Jitendra Ar-
junwar, who is suffering 
from thalassaemia, was 
released from Kara-
chi’s juvenile jail early 
morning and flown to 
Lahore. Arjunwar, who 
had crossed into Paki-
stan unintentionally five 
years ago, was handed 
over to Indian authori-
ties at the Wagah border 
on Thursday.

Foreign Office (FO) 
spokesperson Dr Mo-
hammad Faisal said that 
Arjunwar was being 
released “on compas-
sionate grounds” due to 
his deteriorating health 
condition, which was 
worsening because of a 
“debilitating blood dis-

ease.”
According to Geo 

News reports, "He was 
released from Karachi's 
juvenile jail early morn-
ing and flown to Lahore, 
where he was handed 
over to Indian author-
ities at the Wagah bor-
der."

He was arrested in 
2014. India, however, 
confirmed his citizen-
ship last month only.

Arjunwar, a resident 
of Indian’s Madhya 
Pradesh, had entered 

Pakistan from the Rajas-
than border on August 
12, 2013, following an 
argument with his fam-
ily. He was under treat-
ment at the juvenile jail 
before being transferred 
to district jail Landhi 
where all Indian prison-
ers have been kept since 
January 2015.

Pakistan set free 147 
Indian fishermen as a 
goodwill gesture, in 
January this year. They 
later crossed into India 
through the Wagah bor-

der.
Pakistan FO spokes-

person maintained that 
Jitendra was arrested in 
2014 and, even though 
he was given instant 
consular access, In-
dia did not confirm his 
nationality until April 
2018.

His sentence had end-
ed the same year he was 
arrested but the delay in 
India’s confirmation of 
his nationality took his 
release more than three 
years.

PM mocks Rahul Gandhi’s 
’15-minute’ debate challenge 

says, "first speak for 15 minutes 
without reading from a paper"

President to present 11 of 140 
National Awards, winners upset

UIDAI finds reports on 
underground market sale of 
Aadhaar software 'baseless'

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party on Tuesday got into 
campaign blitz for Karna-
taka Assembly Elections 
2018 as Prime Minister hit 
the campaign trail in the 
state.

PM Modi is scheduled 
to address three rallies 
on Tuesday. The first ral-
ly began in the Cauvery 
heartland of Chamara-
janagar in southern Kar-
nataka. PM Modi claimed 
that there is a strong wave 
of support for BJP in the 
state and the party will 
form the next govern-
ment in Karnataka. 

Taking a dig at Congress 
President Rahul Gandhi, 
Prime Minister claimed 
that he (Rahul Gandhi) 
disrespected Manmohan 
Singh when he was Prime 
Minister. "we saw how the 
Congress treated Dr. Man-
mohan Singh. They tore 
off ordinances and disre-
spected him," PM Modi 

said in Mysuru.
Reacting to Rahul 

Gandhi's challenge for a 
15-minute debate, Modi 
said: "first speak for 15 
minutes without reading 
from a paper".

Modi said: " I have 
something to say to Rahul. 
Speak 15 minutes without 
reading from a piece of 
paper. Language doesn't 
matter-- speak in Hindi or 
Kannada or your moth-
er's language. And during 
those 15 minutes, try pro-
nouncing Vishveshwarya 
five times.

Prime Minister Modi 
will address his third ral-
ly in Chikkodi town in 
Belagavi district, late in 
the evening. The Prime 
Minister is also scheduled 
to address 12 more rallies 
in Karnataka till May 8. 
Prime Minister Modi took 
to Twitter and said that he 
is looking forward to the 
Karnataka trip.

The National Awards 
are one of the most cov-
eted honours for anyone 
belonging to the film in-
dustry, but this time, the 
winners are not happy. 
The National Award win-
ners will be honoured at 
Vigyan Bhawan in Del-
hi on Thursday but after 
well-choreographed re-
hearsals on Wednesday, 
the awardees were in for 
a rude shock when they 
discovered that President 
Ram Nath Kovind will 
be handing over only 11 
awards out of 140 win-
ners.

This has left the other 
129 winners upset, and 
they are considering not 
turning up for the cere-
mony as a mark of pro-
test.

Ashok Malik, press 
secretary to the President, 
said that this is "stan-
dard practice". "In all the 
award ceremonies he has 
attended, he gives away 

major awards, and takes 
photographs with all 
awardees. That has been 
the standard practice, 
which has been conveyed 
to the organisers well in 
advance," he said.

The ceremony will 
begin in the afternoon 
where most of them will 
be presented with the 
awards between 3.30 
pm and 5.30pm while 
Kovind will arrive at 
the award ceremony by 
5.30pm. National Award 
winners this year will be 
posing for the custom-
ary photo-op with Pres-
ident in groups of 45 as 
well.

Malik added that it was 
not possible to personal-
ly present the award to 
each winner, as in many 
ceremonies, there were 
hundreds of winners. 
However, last year, Pres-
ident Pranab Mukherjee 
had handed over all the 
awards personally.

The Unique Identifi-
cation Authority of India 
(UIDAI) today  brushed 
reports suggested that the 
Aadhaar Enrolment Soft-
ware being allegedly tam-
pered and sold for some 
money in the underground 
market,  as totally base-
less, false, misleading and 
irresponsible.

The statement comes 
after some social media 
and online news channel 
reports suggested that 
key Aadhaar software 
was available in the black 
market which purportedly 
bypasses operators bio-
metric authentication and 
facilitates making of Aad-
haar cards without any 
documents.

In a statement UIDAI 
called the reports base-
less and clarified that 
"as a part of its stringent 
enrolment and updating 
process, UIDAI matches 
all the biometric of a resi-
dent enrolling for Aadhaar 
with the biometrics of all 
Aadhaar holders before 

issuing an Aadhaar".
"No operator can make 

or update Aadhaar unless 
the resident himself or 
herself gives his or her 
biometric. Any enrol-
ment or update request is 
processed only after bio-
metric of a resident is au-
thenticated," the statement 
read.

"Some of the checks 
include a biometric check 
of the operator, validity of 
operator, enrolment ma-
chine, enrolment agency, 
registrar, etc. which are 
verified at UIDAI's back-
end system before further 
processing is done. In 
cases where any of the 
checks fail, the enrolment 
request gets rejected and 
action against such opera-
tor is taken," said UIDAI.
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India moving from women development to women-led 
development: PM Modi

Australia's new coach Justin Langer wants 
players to 'earn respect on and of the field'

quote / unquote

Fairgrow a shell Co. being fst managed 
by Prem Chand Gupta & than by Sahara 
Group paid 65 Lakh to TISCO to sell its 
prime property in Patna so that Tejashwi 
& family cud become benami owner of 
this property.

There is no doubt that government has 
a responsibility to promote and support 
research and innovation in our centres 
of education. However, there is a 
specific responsibility that lies with the 
researchers too 

Delegation heading to China to begin 
talks on the Massive Trade Deficit that 
has been created with our Country. Very 
much like North Korea, this should have 
been fixed years ago, not now. Same 
with other countries and NAFTA...but it 
will all get done. Great Potential for USA!

This year’s Union Budget had several 
farmer-friendly measures that would 
facilitate value addition and strengthen 
the supply chain. These steps are in line 
with our commitment to double farmer 
incomes by 2022.

Sushil Kumar Modi,
(CM of Bihar)

Ram nath Kovind,
(President of India)

Donald J. trump,
(President of the US)

narendra Modi,
(Prime Minister of India)

Good news: Flyers to make calls and surf net in the next 3-4 months

Supreme Court is one, Bar our guiding angel: Dipak Misra

Trump sends top trade posse 
for US-China trade talks

Coolpad Note 6 with dual selfie 
cameras launched in India

Pakistan showcase goodwill gesture, 
sends ill Indian prisoner back home

8TH MAY
WORLD RED CROSS DAY
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Sakshi is the only full-spectrum grassroots NGO 
in India providing services spanning the develop-
ment trifecta of Education, Health and Community 
Development and thus able to provide a compre-
hensive path from poverty to prosperity and fully 
empower the destitute to tread it successfully. The 
NGO has strong belief that the three are inter-relat-
ed fields and together the only way to make a sus-
tainable and impactful difference in the beneficiary 
population.

Sakshi’sm   work mainly focuses on the fields of 
Education, Health and Community Development 
which we believe are the areas of greatest need and 
deserve to be the foci of our attention. We work for 
the upliftment of the poor and destitute by help-
ing them achieve socio-economic independence, 
self-sustainability and health. 

At Sakshi, everything from providing education-
al and health services to the needy, mainstreaming 
marginalized street children, making low-literate 
youth employable and empowering women. The or-
ganization help those in need with full respect, love 
and commitment, with the aim to not deliver charity 
but to empower them to better their own lot. 

Over the last eighteen years, Sakshi has grown to 
120 centres in the immense presence of Dr. Dharam 
Anand, Sakshi’s founder and managed to carve a 
path to a beautiful life for thousands of marginalized 
young children, women and communities.  

Uneducated and poor, they scraped an existence as 
manual labor. Their children grew up malnourished 
and sickly and without education, followed in their 
parents' footsteps. It was a heart-breaking situation.  

Editorial

From India to 
China and from 

Russia to America, 
every nation in the 
world is now under 
rule of dictators(one 
man show). Though 
the world has not seen 
a major war for a long 
period of time because 
major wars are some-
thing we know is his-
tory but now it looks 
as if we're standing at 
point of witnessing it 
very soon coz situa-
tions predict that it can 
start any time . The di-
lemma for security is at 
high level now . 

The biggest dictator 
in the world is Ameri-
ca’s President Donald 
Trump, as he is the 
most powerful man in 
the world.  He came 
into power with the 

slogan "America first 
and this is what he is 
been doing ever since 
he came to power ". In 
Russia it is Vladimir 
Putin who has been 
elected for another six 
years, which in a sense 
means, he will rule 
Russia as long as he 
lives.

In China it is Xi Jin-
ping for whom the pres-
idential limits were be-
ing scraped and he can 
be at power as long as 
he wishes to and com-
ing to India Narendra 
Modi in his five year 
term only showed his 
ability to be a dictator. 
Earlier times, it was 
military which was the 
biggest player of wars 
but now it has been 
replaced by the issues 
of economy and tech-

nology of the fast pace 
growing world. Though 
the crisis starts with 
economic problem, but 
ultimately to start a war 
for any reason would 
not only bring loads of 
misery to both the par-
ties involved in war but 
to the world as well. It 
was seen that Trump 
imposed, tarrifson the 
Chinese goods to which 
China said it will only 
be polite to reciprocate 
America.

Also China is active-
ly dumping Chinese 
product in rest of the 
world making every 
country it's subordinate 
as dumping affects the 
very working class of 
the economy.  Thus, 
fragmenting the econ-
omy at a Grass-root 
levels.

SAKSHI CeNTre FOr INFOrMATION, 
eDUCATION & COMMUNICATION

SC directs Karnataka to 'release water 
to Tamil Nadu or face consequences'
The Supreme Court on 

Thursday asked Tamil 
Nadu government to im-
mediately release Cauv-
ery water or be ready to 
face consequences. The 
top court also rebuked the 
centre for asking for more 
time on grounds that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and ministers were busy 
with the May 12 Karnata-
ka polls.

The Supreme Court di-
rected the Central Govern-
ment to file an affidavit in 
the Cauvery dispute case.

Attorney General K K 
Venugopal told Supreme 
Court that "the Cauvery 
management board draft 

has to be tabled before 
the Union Cabinet and as 
Prime Minister is in Kar-
nataka for elections, the 
draft therefore has not been 
approved yet".

Karnataka has been 
asked to release four TMC 
(thousand million cubic 
feet) of water to Tamil 
Nadu for May.

The apex court was hear-
ing a petition against the 
Centre's delay in following 
a Supreme Court order to 
set up the Cauvery Man-
agement Board (CMB).

On Wednesday, the Cen-
tral government sought an 
extension of two weeks 
from the Court to draft the 

water sharing scheme for 
the formation of CMB.

Asked for 10 more days, 
the central government 
told the court, "the PM 
and ministers are busy in 
Karnataka polls and can't 
approve the scheme for 
releasing water to Tamil 
Nadu, as directed."

The court has directed 
the centre to inform it what 
steps were taken to frame 
the scheme for monitor-
ing the release of water to 
Tamil Nadu.

"You are supposed to 
frame the scheme," Chief 
Justice of India Dipak Mis-
ra told the centre's lawyer.

India firmly objects to Pakistan 
Kashmir issue at UN Committee

Pakistan has raked 
up the issue of alleged 
human rights violation 
in Kashmir at the UN's 
Committee on Infor-
mation to which India 
strongly rejected Anwar's 
reference to Kashmir, 
saying his remarks are 
irrelevant to the work of 
the Committee.

While addressing a ses-
sion of Committee on In-
formation yesterday, Pa-
kistan's delegate Masood 
Anwar  raised the issue 
of Kashmir alleging that 
human rights violations 
are taking place against 
the people of Kashmir.

"The world we live to-
day is marred with con-
flict and strife while we 
maintain unity in fighting 
terrorism and extremism. 
Countering the narrative 
of this twisted ideologies 
is imperative, “  Anwar 
said during a General 

Debate on Committee on 
Information.

He further added, UN's 
Department of Public 
Information (DPI) can 
play an important role 
in defusing tensions and 
promoting interfaith har-
mony.

"Human rights viola-
tions in particular are a 
matter of serious concern 
to the international com-
munity," he said.

He urged DPI to high-
light situations where 

"grave violations of hu-
man rights are taking 
place", especially against 
the Rohingya, Kashmiris 
and Palestinians.

In his statement, Prasad 
said India supports the 
DPI's work on count-
er-terrorism.

He said, India is op-
posed to all forms of 
terrorism and believes 
that effective coopera-
tion among countries is 
necessary to combat the 
threat.

BJP's helipad on farm land 
gives Congress a campaign point

CBI arrests four Mumbai customs officials in Rs 50 lakh bribery case

Jagadish Rudrappa 
Karadi, a local farmer of 
Ilkal town of Bagalkot dis-
trict has filed a police com-
plaint against supporters 
of BJP candidate Dodan-
nagouda G Patil for de-
stroying his 1.32-acre field 
(survey no. 111, Ilkal). BJP 
workersn were destroying 
the field to build up a he-
lipad for party president 
Amit Shah .This small step 
by BJP Workers has ended 
up giving the Congress a 
strong talking point in the 
largely agricultural North 
Karnataka election cam-
paign.

Jagadish, the 45-year-
old said, "This is my pa-
ternal uncle's land which 
I till on a sharecropping 
basis. I spent nearly Rs 9.7 
lakh to get the broken em-
bankments redone over the 
last three years and they 
were finally ready.”He 
further added, "I also got 

the whole field furrowed 
with a rented tractor as 
monsoon's only a few days 
away and the sowing will 
have to begin."

On Saturday afternoon 
he had barely finished 
lunch when a neighbour 
came to ask why he was 
flattening his field. "I 
thought he was mistaken 
but rushed to check. There 
I found nearly 50 people 
using an earth-mover to 
break embankments and 
flattening my furrowed 
field with a road roller."

After knowing about his 
land, he tried to stop them 
but alleges he was heckled, 

pushed and threatened. He 
said, "For them this is just 
an election, but for me this 
is what I will live off for 
the year. Irrespective of 
whether I grow anything, I 
have to pay my cousin his 
decided share. So I went 
to the police. It took me 
a long time to register a 
complaint," he pointed out. 
"Soon as the complaint got 
registered, BJP workers 
arrived asking me to with-
draw it. They said they'll 
give me Rs 10,000 as com-
pensation. But that won't 
make up for the damage. 
Also the field can't be fixed 
before monsoon now."

Rahul Gandhi releases PM 
Modi's report card, grades him 

'F' in subject of agriculture

In yet another stinging 
attack on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, 
Congress president Ra-
hul Gandhi on Thurs-
day gave out a report 
card to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi where 
he judged him for the 
subject 'agriculture' and 
gave him ‘F’ grade in 
Karnataka.

Gandhi took to Twitter 
and said that the Prime 
Minister had not been 
able to tackle farmers’ 
issue and failed in ‘sub-
ject’ of agriculture in 
Karnataka.

In a point-by-point 
explanation, Gandhi 

said that Contribution to 
Cong State Govts 8,500 
Cr Farm Loan waiver = 
0 Rs

In second point he 
said that due to the PM’s 
crop insurance scheme, 
farmers are suffering; 
private insurance com-
panies are making huge  
profits.

He also said that there 
was no minimum sup-
port price for Karnataka 
farmers.

His attack on Modi 
comes just before the 
Prime Minister begins 
his third round of cam-
paigning in poll-bound 
Karnataka.

The Prime Minister is 
slated to address another 
12 rallies over the next 
few days before Kar-
nataka goes to poll on 
May 12. A galaxy of BJP 
leaders, including Union 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, will also be ad-
dressing public meet-
ings in the next few days 
in the state.

While addressing Ki-
san Morcha Karyakartas 
of Karnataka through 
Narendra Modi (NaMo) 
App, he further said that 
a change in the govern-
ment is needed to bring 
changes in the farmer's 
condition.

J&K schoolbus attack: 
Omar Abdullah terms 

stone-pelters as ‘goons’

Concerned over the in-
cident of stone pelting on 
a school bus in Shopian, 
former Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Omar 
Abdullah today termed 
stone-pelters as “goons”, 
and added that they are 
misusing the amnesty 
granted to them was to 
encourage "reasonable 
behaviour".

He added that some 
"goons" were determined 
to use the amnesty as an 
opportunity to pelt more 
stones.

Two students were in-
jured as a school bus was 
attacked in Zavoora area 
of South Kashmir’s Sho-
pian district by stone-
pelters on Wednesday.

In a series of tweets 
Omar Abdullah con-
demned saying:

"The amnesty grant-
ed to stone-pelters was 

meant to encourage more 
reasonable behaviour but 
some of these goons are 
determined to use the op-
portunity given to them 
to just pelt more stones," 
Omar said in a tweet.

"School children at-
tacked, tourists attacked, 
MLA's home petrol 
bombed. Sadly Kashmir 
is just a steady series of 
bad news most of the 
time these days," he add-
ed.

Abdullah had earli-
er condemned the at-
tack on the school bus 
and wrote on his Twit-
ter handle, "How does 
pelting stones on school 
children or tourist buses 
help advance the agenda 
of these stone pelters? 
These attacks deserve 
our unequivocal con-
demnation & this tweet 
is mine."

Water crisis in Gujarat: Government 
launches ‘save the water’ campaign
In yet another effort 

to tide over the water 
shortage scenario in 
the State, the Gujarat 
government initiated a 
month-long state-wide 
water conservation cam-
paign, on the occasion 
of the state's Foundation 
Day.

The campaigned was 
named ‘Sujalam Su-
falam Jal Sanchay Abhi-
yan’ officially launched 
by Chief Minister Vi-
jay Rupani on Tuesday 
by desalting a pond at 
Kosamdi village in An-
klesvar tehsil of Bha-
ruch district. Aiming 
to conserve additional 
1,100 million cubic ft of 
rain water.

This scheme also aims 
at desalination and fo-
cuses on the environ-
ment too. Thus on a 
whole, to better the hap-
py living index of Guja-
rat in the coming years.

The State, which 
had received over 100 
per cent of its aver-
age rainfall last year, is 
facing water shortage 
prompting authorities 
to suspend water sup-
plies from the ambitious 
Sardar Sarovar Narmada 
Dam for agriculture.

In Rajkot, food and 
civil supply minis-
ter Jayesh Radadiya 
launched the scheme 
and thanked people who 
supported the cause.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) on Tues-
day arrested four deputy 
commissioners of Mumbai 
customs, along with two 
others department in an al-
leged bribery case.  

The agency has arrest-
ed Deputy Commissioner 
Mukesh Meena, Deputy 

Commissioner Rajeev 
Kumar singh, Deputy 
Commissioner Sudarshan 
Meena and Deputy Com-
missioner Sandeep Yadav  
and One Superintendent 
Manish Singh and a Pri-
vate Person, Nilesh Singh.

CBI has registered a case 
for demanding a bribe of 

Rs 50 lakh from a com-
plainant for managing the 
clearance of the consign-
ment. CBI laid a trap and 
first caught two Deputy 
Commissioners and one 
private person for alleged-
ly accepting Rs 5 lakh 
as the first instalment of 
bribe. Later they discov-

ered the involvement of 
two more Deputy Com-
missioners and a Superin-
tendent during the investi-
gation. Role of two more 
deputy commissioners and 
a superintendent was also 
found during investigation.

Searches were conducted 
by CBI sleuths at the offi-

cial and residential prem-
ises of the accused. The 
arrested accused are slated 
to be produced before the 
Competent Court in Mum-
bai. The CBI spokesperson 
said, “The agency carried 
out searches at the official 
and residential premises of 
the accused.”
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War not too far : nations 
at their dirty polity



A Delhi court on 
Wednesday extended 
the interim protection 
of Karti Chidambaram 
in connection with Air-
cel-Maxis matter arising 
out of 2G spectrum cas-
es. The court will hear 
the matter on July 10, 
after the same will be 
heard by the Supreme 
Court on July 2.

Special Judge O. P. 
Saini granted relief to 
the son of former fi-
nance minister P. Chi-
dambaram after Chi-
dambaram after the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) sought time to ar-
gue on Karti’s applica-
tion seeking anticipatory 
bail.

“A related matter is 

pending before the Su-
preme Court and that 
will be taken up for hear-
ing on July 2,” advocate 
Nitesh Rana, appearing 
for the ED, said while 
seeking adjournment in 
the matter.

The submission was 
supported by the CBI 
counsel who requested 
the court to put up the 

matter for the next date.
The court had on April 

16 granted interim relief 
to Karti till today after 
considering that both the 
investigative agencies 
had sought time to file 
their responses on his 
anticipatory bail plea.

Karti had filed a plea 
seeking protection from 
arrest in the Aircel-Max-
is matter, in which the 
CBI and the ED lodged 
cases in 2011 and 2012, 
respectively.

Karti was arrested on 
February 28 at the Chen-
nai airport on his return 
from the United King-
dom, for his alleged role 
in facilitating Foreign 
Investment Promotion 
Board (FIPB) clearance 
for INX Media Ltd. and 
its directors, Peter and 
Indrani Mukerjea.
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Shiv Sena slams PM Modi’s China trip, said none 
of the controversial topics were discussed

The Shiv Sena on Mon-
day slammed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi for 
his recent visit to China, 
which they find had no 
particular agenda and 
raised questions what was 
achieved by such a trip.

In an editorial in the 
party’s mouthpiece 
‘Saamana’, the Sena criti-
cized  Modi for not taking 
up crucial issues with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, 
during the two-day meet-
ing that was described as 
an “informal” summit. 
The editorial is the latest 
in a series of criticisms by 
the Sena of Modi and his 
party.

According to editori-
al, the prominent topics 

are Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism, the China Pa-
kistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) and Chinese 
incursions in Arunachal 
Pradesh, Doklam, Uttara-
khand and Ladakh, China 
is Pakistan’s biggest sup-
porter and it is backing 
Pakistan to make India 
unstable.

The editorial asked,  
“The leaders did not speak 
on the CPEC, which runs 
through Pak-occupied 
Kashmir (PoK). Manmo-
han Singh’s government 
had opposed the project 
and had raised it with 
the Chinese at a bilater-
al meeting,” the editorial 
said. “The foreign sec-
retary clarified that none 

of the controversial top-
ics were taken up during 
the meeting. So what did 
Modi do during his visit to 
China?”

The editorial said Modi, 
who has criticised Jawa-
harlal Nehru time and 
again, seems to be adopt-
ing Nehru’s Panchsheel 
(five-point) plan for 
peaceful co-existence. 
“Pandit Nehru befriend-

ed China, and it proved 
costly. Modi does not 
miss an opportunity to 
criticise Nehru, but like 
the first PM, Modi, too, 
is adopting a Panchsheel 
policy in his dealings with 
China. He has become a 
supporter of the five-point 
agenda. What does the 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS) have to say 
about it?”

India moving from women development 
to women-led development: PM Modi

Politics is heating up 
ahead of the Karnata-
ka Assembly Elections 
2018, leaders from 
across the parties are 
pulling all their weight 
to connect with the vot-
ers.

While Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Con-
gress President Rahul 
Gandhi traded charges 
at each other while cam-
paigning in the state on 
Thursday, Uttar Pradesh 
Chief Minister Yogi Ad-
ityanath is set to cam-
paign in Karnataka to-
day.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, who addressed 
three public rallies in 
the state on Thursday, 

interacted with 
the office bearers 
and workers of 
the BJP's Karnata-
ka women's wing 
through the NaMo 
App.

Modi would talk 
about the initia-
tives taken by the 
government for 
women's empow-
erment. During the 
interaction, he will 
also answer questions of 
the workers of the par-
ty's women wing.

A total of 2,655 can-
didates - 2,436 men and 
219 women - are left in 
the fray for the May 12 
election for 224 Assem-
bly seats in Karnataka. 

Counting of votes will 
take place on May 15.

Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi who is in 
Karnataka on the eighth 
leg of his campaign tour 
of the state will also ad-
dress rallies today. He is 
expected to address pub-

lic and corner meetings 
in Kalburgi, Gadag and 
Haveri district.

Karnataka is slated to 
witness a three-corner 
contest, involving the 
ruling Congress, the BJP 
and the H D Deve Gow-
da-led JD(S).

Delhi Court extends Karti Chidambaram's 
interim protection in Aircel-Maxis case

Siddaramaiah govt's apathy hampering 
welfare of farmers: Narendra Modi

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday 
attacked the Congress, 
accusing it of being an-
ti-farmers, ahead of the 
upcoming Karnataka As-
sembly Elections 2018.

While addressing Ki-
san Morcha Karyakartas 
of Karnataka through 
Narendra Modi (NaMo) 
App PM said, Congress 
trained guns at the ruling 
Siddaramaiah Govern-
ment in Karnataka and 
accused them of not let-
ting the benefits of 'Fasal 
Bima Yojna' reach the 
farmers.

He further added, a 
change in the govern-
ment is needed to bring 
changes in the farmer's 
condition.

"Due to the apathy of 

Karnataka Gov-
ernment, farmers 
in the state have 
not got the bene-
fit of 'Fasal Bima 
Yojna'. A sensi-
tive government, 
which works 
for the develop-
ment of farmers, 
is needed in the 
state," Prime Min-
ister Modi said.

He said, when Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP) 
chief ministerial candi-
date B. S. Yeddyurap-
pa comes to power, he 
will work with renewed 
vigour to double farmer's 
income.

The Prime Minister 
further pitched for coor-
dination among nature, 
farmer and government 

and said that the previ-
ous governments in the 
country had been igno-
rant towards farmers’ is-
sues while the Bharatiya 
Janata Party had brought 
in programs for the wel-
fare of farmers.

He said that the farm-
ers should have the liber-
ty to choose the kind of 
crops they want to sow 

on their land.
"1 crore farmers have 

been provided Soil 
Health Card in Karnata-
ka. 4000 hectare land in 
Karnataka has already 
been brought under mi-
cro-irrigation. 4 lakh 
hectare land in Karnataka 
has already been brought 
under micro-irrigation," 
the Prime Minister said.

Houses collapse, electricity 
poles uprooted as dust storm 

wreaks havoc in Rajasthan

At least 22 were killed 
and more than 100 in-
jured in different parts 
of Rajasthan as a injured 
as strong winds and 
dust storms hit Alwar, 
Bharatpur and Dhol-
pur districts, leaving a 
trail of destruction and 
uprooting hundreds of 
trees on Wednesday eve-
ning.

According to prelimi-
nary reports, 11 people 
were killed in Bharat-
pur, four in Alwar, five 
in Dholpur and one each 
in Jhunjhunu and Bikan-
er.

Jaipur too witnessed 
a dust storm like oth-
er parts of the state. 
While nine people died 
in Bharatpur, three each 
lost their lives in Alwar 
and Bharatpur.

DP Singh, Alwar pow-
er distribution compa-
ny executive engineer 
said,  “More than 1,000 
electricity poles were 
uprooted in the storm, 

plunging the city in 
darkness. It will take us 
at least two days to re-
store supply.”

The state government 
rushed the State Disaster 
Relief Force to affected 
districts and issued an 
alert.

In Karauli, the wall 
of a building collapsed, 
injuring two women 
and three children. They 
were rushed to Hindaun 
City's government hos-
pital.

Major destruction 
was reported from Al-
war as the entire district 
plunged into darkness 
after the power depart-
ment cut electricity 
supply when electricity 
poles fell snapping pow-
er cables.

At Purani Sabzi Man-
di of Kotwali police sta-
tion of Alwar district, 
25-year-old Rakesh Jan-
gid succumbed to inju-
ries which he suffered 
due to falling tree.

JDU leader Uday Narayan 
Choudhary resigns from party

Senior Janata Dal 
(United) (JD-U) leader 
and former Bihar As-
sembly Speaker Uday 
Narayan Choudhary on 
Wednesday announced 
his resignation from the 
party.

Choudhary served 
as the speaker of the 
Bihar Legislative As-
sembly for ten years, 
from 2005-2015. He is 
also an influential Dalit 
leader of the State, said 
he was hurt over Nitish 
Kumar-led NDA gov-
ernment’s anti-Dalit ap-
proach.

Considered an ardent 
supporter of former Bi-

har Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar, Choudhary 
had garnered heavy 
criticisms for his deci-
sion in February 2014 
to notify a group of 13 
Rashtriya Janata Dal 
(RJD) MLAs as a sep-
arate entity, without 
verifying their signa-
tures to facilitate their 
merger into the JD(U).  
(ANI)

“From now onwards 
I’m no longer associat-
ed with the JD(U) in any 
way… I am hurt over 
Nitish Kumar-led NDA 
government’s anti-Dalit 
approach,” Mr. Chaud-
hary said.

SC collegium 
to meet today 
to decide on 

Justice Joesph's 
elevation

The Supreme Court 
(SC) collegium are ex-
pected to meet today to 
again recommend the 
name of the Uttarakhand 
High Court Chief Justice 
K M Joseph for elevation 
as a judge of the apex 
court.

Last week, Indu Mal-
hotra was sworn in as 
the judge of the Supreme 
Court on April 27, be-
coming the first woman 
lawyer to be directly ap-
pointed from the Bar.

The union law ministry 
has passed Indu Malho-
tras name to be elevated 
as a judge to the supreme 
court while it returned the 
name of Justice Joseph 
which was recommended 
by the collegium on Jan-
uary10.

In the meeting,most 
senior judges of the apex 
court, Chief Justice Di-
pak Misra and Justices 
J Chelameswar, Ranjan 
Gogoi, Madan B Lokur 
and Kurian Joseph, are 
likely to reiterate their 
earlier recommendation.

On the basis of the se-
niority list of All India 
High Court judges , jus-
tice Joseph is on 42
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PM Modi in Kalaburagi: Rejection to 
Congress from all the sides

Surat railway station in Gujarat to have 
'airport like' facilities: Officials

Former Haryana CM Bhupinder Singh 
Hooda granted bail by CBI in  

Manesar land scam

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is currently 
addressing an election rally in Gulbarga re-
gion of poll-bound Karnataka, kicking off 
the third round of campaigning in the state.
At present, he is addressing a rally in Kala-
buragi, Karnataka.

The Surat railway station will be the third in 
the country and the second in Gujarat after 
Gandhinagar to be developed as a world class 
facility under a Railway Ministry station re-
development programme, officials said. The 
station will be equipped with several "air-
port-like" amenities under the ministry's 
'Rs 1 lakh crore station redevelopment' pro-
gramme.

The Panchkula Special CBI court on Tuesday 
granted bail to former Haryana chief minister 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda in connection with the 
Rs 1500-crore Manesar land scam.
Hooda, who failed to turn up for previous hear-
ing claimed that he was facing health issues. 
The court has also asked Hooda to furnish a 
bail bond of Rs 5 lakh each.
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Minister for economy, trade & Industry of Japan Hiroshige seko met me. we discussed 
issues of mutual cooperation in areas of digital technology, cyber security, reinforcements 
of startups and exchange of skilled human resource in the field of IT: Ravi Shankar 
Prasad, Information technology Minister of India

Chennai Airport long needed a significant capacity addition. The new terminal 
building approved today will have a capacity of 35 million passengers per annum, 
and take care of growth requirements till 2027. It will be built at a cost of Rs 2467 

cr: Suresh Prabhu, Minister of Commerce and Industry, India

While the global giants may have 
decided to stay away from the dusty 
and the pothole-ridden roads of In-
dia in their race to be hailed as the 
pioneers of self-driven technology; 
a young Bengaluru-based startup 
believes the chaotic, poorly-kept 
roads of India are ideal grounds for 
them to master their self-driving 
technology 

The journey began in late Janu-
ary of 2017. Seeing articles every 
day about self-driving technolo-
gy, Pranav Manpuria, the founder 
of Flux Auto was curious to know 
more about this exciting industry. 
As a big science fiction fan, it’s al-
ways been a dream to own a vehi-
cle that drives itself, understands its 
surroundings, and makes intelligent  
decisions.

Flux Auto is claiming that pro-
prietary vision algorithms can be 
paired with cheap cameras that are 
widely available to make trucks au-

tonomous. The retail price of Flux’s 
product would be about USD 3,000-
4,500, depending on the kind of fea-
tures that the customer wants. When 
fully developed, the system would 
offer users lane keeping assist, 
cruise control, and collision avoid-
ance. Thus drivers would experience 
less strain on long journeys.

Today, we have grown to a team 
of 26, all working out of Bengaluru. 
Our test vehicle - The General Lee 
- has successfully completed Con-
trolled Environment testing where 
we ran it through rigorous condi-
tions and constraints. The company 
is currently working on a system 
that when commercialized could be 
retrofitted on any truck for a lower 
price.

Now we are preparing the hard-
ware, software, and ourselves for 
real-time highway testing. This is a 
whole other beast and is a real trial 
by fire.

Business
Videocon row: IT Dept sends second notice 
to Deepak KochharThe Centre on Tuesday stated that the revenue col-

lected towards Goods and Services Tax (GST) for the 
month of April 2018, surpassed the Rs.1lakh crore 
mark. This happens for the first time since the new 
tax regime was rolled out on July 1 last year. The 
total gross revenue for April was Rs 1.03 lakh crore, 
the Finance Ministry said in a statement.

GST revenues surpass Rs 1 lakh crore mark

Retirement fund body EPFO today said it has dis-
continued services provided through Common Service 
Centre "pending vulnerability checks" and ruled out 
any leakage of subscribers' data from a government 
website.

PF-Aadhaar seeding portal hacked, EPFO 
denies reports of hack and Aadhaar data theftAmid the ongoing loan deal involving Videocon 

Group and the private lender, The Income Tax (IT) 
Department today sent a second notice to ICICI Bank 
Chief Chanda Kochhar's husband, Deepak Kochhar, 
asking him to answer certain queries about his personal 
income.

Buzz

Cheap fast-food “value” 
offers have been part of the 
U.S. fast-food landscape 
since 2002, when Mc-
Donald’s Corp (MCD.N) 
debuted its popular Dol-
lar Menu and gave the 
industry a reliable recipe 
for driving traffic. Dollar 
Menu advertisements are 
seen outside a McDon-
aldÕs restaurant in Ven-
ice, California, April 29, 
2018.

In recent years, So-
called McDonald’s and 
other major chains de-
emphasized such deals 

choosing instead to in-
vest in food quality im-
provements to bolster 
competitiveness with 
more upscale brands like 
Chipotle Mexican Grill 
Inc (CMG.N) and Chick-
fil-A.

Dollar deals roared back 
in the first three months 
of this year, when econo-
mists estimate consumer 
spending growth braked 
to below a 1.5 percent 
rate. Value menu traffic 
was up 10 percent for the 
first three months of 2018, 
while value menu sales 

chalked up a 13 percent 
gain, NPD Group analyst 
Bonnie Riggs told Reuters.

According to NPD, The 
results lifted value menu 
traffic 1 percent for the 
fiscal year ended March 
2018, reversing three con-
secutive years of declines,

“It’s clear that major 
restaurant chain operators 
are pulling out all of the 
stops to get consumers 
to visit this year,” said 
Riggs, author of a new 
report titled “Value Wars 
2.0: The Value Menu 
Strikes Back.”

Reliance Industries Q4 results: Mukesh 
Ambani firm shares nosedives more than 2%

Mukesh Ambani 
owned Reliance Indus-
tries on Monday shares 
nosedived more than 
two per cent after the 
firm announced its Q4 
results on Friday eve-
ning.  At 1:13 PM, RIL 
stocks were trading in 
red at -2.84 per cent to 
Rs 968.05. The fall came 
after the profit margin 

failed to meet broker-
age's expectations.

On Friday, the com-
pany has reported its 
highest quarterly net 
profit of Rs 9,435 crore, 
record earnings from 
petrochemical and re-
tail business and rise in 
profitability of its up-
start telecom unit, Reli-
ance Jio.

The company said, 
consolidated net profit 
of Rs 9,435 crore, or Rs 
15.9 per share, in Jan-
uary-March was 17.3 
per cent higher than Rs 
8,046 crore, or Rs 13.6 a 
share, in the same quar-
ter of the last fiscal.

While its core pet-
rochemical business 
posted record quarterly 
pre-tax profits, earn-
ings from the oil refin-
ing business dipped on 
squeeze in margins.

However, the sur-
prise package was re-
tail which clocked over 
200 per cent rise in pre-
tax profit.  In the fiscal 
year ending March 31, 
2018, Reliance Indus-
tries posted a record net 
profit of Rs 36,075 crore 
up 20.6 per cent over Rs 
29,901 crore net profit 
of 2016-17 fiscal.

India has third largest smartphone 
market in the world, has huge 

opportunities for Apple: Tim Cook

The Chief Executive 
Officer of Apple Inc., Tim 
Cook has said, Apple Inc 
is putting a lot of energy 
in India with an aim to 
launch all its initiatives, 
including retail, in the 
country where it has an 
"extremely low" overall 
market share.

India, the third largest 
smartphone market in the 
world, has huge oppor-
tunities for Apple, Cook 
added.

During Apple's second 
quarter 2018 earnings call 
yesterday, "... We have ex-
tremely low share in that 
market overall.”

Cook noted that the in-
frastructure in India has 
come "quite a ways" since 
Apple began to put a lot of 
energy in the Indian mar-
ket "because of their lead-
ership and so forth."

Apple's Chief Financial 
Officer (CFO) Luca Mae-
stri said during the confer-

ence call that Ap-
ple's Mac set a new 
March quarter reve-
nue record, includ-
ing new records in 
both the Americas 
and Greater China.

"We sold 4.1 mil-
lion Macs, generat-
ing year-over-year 
growth in many 
emerging markets 
including Latin 

America, the Middle East 
and Africa, Central and 
Eastern Europe and In-
dia," Maestri said.

Cook said in India, Ap-
ple set a new first-half 
record. "So we continue 
to put great energy there 
and try to our objective 
over time is to go in there 
with all of our different 
initiatives from retail and 
everything else. And so 
we're working toward 
those things," he said.

State Bank of India to shut 6 foreign 
branches, including one in China

India’s largest public 
sector bank,  State Bank 
of India (SBI) has decid-
ed to shut six non-via-
ble overseas branches in 
China, Sri Lanka, Oman, 
Saudi Arabia, France and 
Botswana by 2019, fol-
lowing directions from 
the Finance Ministry. It 
has also decided to exit 
from non-core businesses 
in three years to improve 
its financial health.

The plan is to divest the 
bank's part form differ-
ent domestic companies 
including IL&FS, NSE, 
UTI AMC (UTI Asset 
Management Company), 
CCIL, CDSL, NSDL, 

SIDBI, Central Ware-
housing Corporation and 
STCI Financial Ltd. SBI 
hopes to get a profit of Rs 
5,880 crore.

It has invested Rs 
1,312.13 crore in 55 com-
panies to enable them to 
establish as financial in-
frastructure institutions.

The Department of Fi-
nancial Services (DFS), a 
wing of the Finance Min-
istry, has sought an "im-
mediate implementation 
of the reforms agenda". 
SBI met with top officials 
of "Bank of Baroda and 
Bank of India to identify 
geographies for consoli-
dation of overseas oper-

ations".
Closing processes have 

initiated for Tianjin (Chi-
na) and Jeddah (Saudi 
Arabia). These branches 
are expected to be closed 
by September 30, 2018. 
Branches in Muscat 
(Oman), Paris (France), 
Jaffna (Sri Lanka) and 
Botswana will shut by 
March 2019.

More than 10 other 
SBI branches are under 
review. Tel Aviv (Isra-
el) would continue as 
"branch presence is nec-
essary due to strategic 
reasons including bilat-
eral trade relating to de-
fence procurement".

U.S. fast-food price surge as consumer spending softens

India’s

Cxos
uper

KIrAN MAzUMDAr-SHAw
CHAIrPerSON OF BIOCON

One of the most 
well-known name 
in Business Lead-
er of India is Kiran 
Mazumdar-Shaw, a 
founder of Biocon, 
India’s largest bio-
technology compa-
ny. She started at 
the age of 25 having 
only 10,000 Rs as 
her starting capi-
tal. At the moment, 

Kiran is ranked as the 4th richest woman in India.
A gem in herself, Kiran inspires very young woman 
who dreams of making it to the top.She has also been 
an advocate for entrepreneurship in India, much be-
fore it became the cool thing to do.
A pioneer of the biotechnology industry in India, Ma-
zumdar-Shaw carved a name for herself in the Indian 
entrepreneurial ecosystem at a time and age when ca-
reer was not very important to Indian women. 
Mazumdar-Shaw founded Biocon in 1978, where she 
holds the position of chairman and managing direc-
tor. The initial steps were not easy. She was all of 25 
and had a seed capital of just Rs 10,000. Banks too 
were hesitant in giving her loan as they were not too 
familiar with the sector that she was foraying in. Bio-
technology had not emerged then. Besides, she was 
a 'woman'. 
A Zoology graduate from Bangalore University in 
1973, she earned a master's degree in malting and 
brewing from Ballarat College, Melbourne Univer-
sity, thereby qualifying as a master brewer. While 
Mazumdar-Shaw spent the initial years working as 
a trainee brewer, she soon found her calling in entre-
preneurship. 
Today, Biocon is the country's leading biotechnolo-
gy enterprise that focuses on affordable innovation 
to find solutions that heal the world. Biocon devel-
ops, manufactures and supplies advanced, life-saving 
biopharmaceuticals at price points that make them 
affordable and accessible.

ONKAr KANwAr
INDIAN BUSINeSSMAN

At age 70, Onkar 
Kanwar has sealed 
the biggest deal of 
his business ca-
reer. The Indian 
tire tycoon, who 
controls Stock 
Exchange-l is ted 
Apollo Tyres, has 
stormed into the 
US market with 
his just-announced 
$2.5 billion pur-
chase of Cooper 
Tire & Rubber. In 

one stroke, Kanwar has crossed his own target of 
making Apollo a firm with revenues of $6 billion 
by 2016. The acquisition, which has been in the 
works since last year, brings to fruition Kanwar’s 
ambition to make Apollo a global player of some  
reckoning.

The $2.5 billion (revenues) Apollo was the 
17th largest tire maker in the world. The Apol-
lo-Cooper combine will be the world’s seventh 
largest with revenues of $6.6 billion. Though he 
must now deal with a bigger debt load,  acquisi-
tions are nothing new for Kanwar. In 2006, Apol-
lo acquired Dunlop’s South African operations; in 
2009, it snatched Netherland’s bankrupt tire maker  
Vredestein.

He took control of Apollo in 2002 after prolonged 
public spat with his dad, who founded the compa-
ny in 1976. Kanwar has since grown it into one of 
India's largest tire makers with revenues of $2.5 
billion and factories in India, the Netherlands and 
South Africa. 

It has marketing rights to the Dunlop brand in Af-
rica and Vredestein in Europe, and is said to be ne-
gotiating to acquire a controlling stake in US-based 
Cooper Tire & Rubber Company. He's diversified 
into healthcare with super specialty hospitals under 
the Artemis brand in northern India. Younger son 
Neeraj is Apollo's vice-chairman and joint man-
aging director. Older son Raaja runs international  
arm.
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North Korea to deal with South's time 
zone, first step toward reconciliation

The United States has 
raised concerns with 
China about its latest 
militarisation of the 
South China Sea and 
there will be near-term 
and long-term con-
sequences, the White 
House said on Thursday. 

The warning comes 
after Beijing deployed 
anti-ship cruise missiles 
and surface-to-air mis-
sile systems on three of 
its outposts in the dis-
puted waters.

US news network 
CNBC reported on 
Wednesday that China 
had installed anti-ship 
cruise missiles and sur-
face-to-air missile sys-
tems on three outposts in 
the South China Sea. It 
cited sources with direct 
knowledge of US intelli-
gence.

The Pentagon has also 
expressed concern over 
the Chinese military 
buildup in the disputed 
region.

Asked about the re-
port, White House 
spokeswoman Sarah 

Sanders told a regular 
news briefing: “We’re 
well aware of China’s 
militarisation of the 
South China Sea. We’ve 
raised concerns directly 
with the Chinese about 
this and there will be 
near-term and long-term 
consequences.”

File image of the 
South China Sea. AFP-
File image of the South 
China Sea. AFP

They would be the first 
Chinese missile deploy-
ments in the Spratlys, 

where several Asian 
countries including Viet-
nam and Taiwan have ri-
val claims.

China’s defence min-
istry did not respond to 
a request for comment. 
Its foreign ministry said 
China has irrefutable 
sovereignty over the 
Spratlys and that neces-
sary defensive deploy-
ments were for national 
security needs and not 
aimed at any country.

China is engaged in 
hotly contested territo-

rial disputes in both the 
South China Sea and the 
East China Sea. It claims 
almost all of South Chi-
na Sea. Vietnam, the 
Philippines, Malaysia, 
Brunei and Taiwan have 
counter-claims.

A US official, speaking 
on condition of anonym-
ity, said US intelligence 
had seen some signs that 
China had moved some 
weapons systems to the 
Spratly Islands in the 
past month or so, but of-
fered no details.
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John Kelly denies calling Donald Trump 'an 
idiot'; US President slams 'fake news'

S Korean President Dismisses US 
Troop withdrawal, says not linked 

to possible peace treaty

South Korean President Moon Jae In has flatly 
dropped the idea of withdrawing US troops from the 
country if a peace treaty were to be signed to formal-
ly end the Korean War.

The issue has nothing to do with North Korea, but 
only with the Korea-U.S. alliance, he added, as per 
Yonhap news agency report.

US administration agrees to supply 
Predator drones to India

White House Chief of Staff John Kelly on Tuesday 
flatly denied calling US President Donald Trump an 
‘idiot’ as claimed by a news report. Mr Kelly’s dispar-
aging remark was first reported on Monday by NBC 
News.

Mr Kelly’s insult, confirmed to the Associated Press 
by the former official, came as his clashes with Mr 
Trump over policy and personnel grew louder and 
more frequent.

In a bid to considerably enhance India’s so-called 
stand-off weapon capabilities, the Trump administra-
tion in America has agreed to supply long endurance 
high-altitude surveillance armed unmanned aerial ve-
hicles (UAV) that are able to looking and destroying 
targets throughout seas and over land borders.
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North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un on Mon-
day announced that the 
country will move its 
clocks 30 minutes for-
ward to unify with the 
South’s time zone start-
ing this Saturday as a 
conciliatory gesture, the 
North’s state media re-
ported.

The decision came in 
wake after the histor-
ic meet in which Kim 
Jong Un crossed over 
the world’s most heavi-
ly armed border and met 
President Moon Jae-In 
last week.

Saying that it was “It 
is not an abstract mean-
ing that the north and the 
south become one but it 
is just a process in which 
the north and the south 
turn their different and 
separated things into the 
same and single ones,” 
Kim said, according to 
the dispatch.

Un said it was “a pain-
ful wrench” to see two 

clocks showing different 
Pyongyang and Seoul 
times on a wall at the 
summit venue during his 
meeting with Moon Jae-
In, Kim expressed “his 
resolution to unify the 
two times … as the first 
practical step for na-
tional reconciliation and 
unity,” KCNA reported 
today.

According to the re-
ports, Kim said, “It is 
not an abstract meaning 
that the north and the 
south become one but 
it is just a process in 

which the north and the 
south turn their differ-
ent and separated things 
into the same and single  
ones.”

Meanwhile, China will 
send a proposal to the 
government’s top dip-
lomat, Wang Yi, to visit 
North Korea on Wednes-
day and Thursday this 
week, the foreign minis-
try said on Monday.

South Korea and Ja-
pan are in the same time 
zone, nine hours ahead 
of Greenwich Mean 
Time.

US warns Beijing for 
militarising South China Sea

Ex-Sec. of State John Kerry 
defends Iran nuclear deal

Former US Secretary of 
State John Kerry has come 
to the fore and defend-
ed the the agreement in a 
series of tweets Tuesday 
amid suggestions Presi-
dent Donald Trump might 
withdraw from the pact.

According to CNN re-
ports,  Kerry's "dogged 
efforts" in 2014 and 2015 
were vital during the mar-
athon negotiations which 
resulted in the Iran nuclear 
deal -- also referred to as 
the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action or JCPOA.

John Kerry — the na-
tion's Secretary of State 

when the Iran nuclear deal 
was negotiated also tried to 
counter remarks by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Natnayahu in which he 
pointed to evidence Iranian 
officials were lying about 
their nuclear ambitions in 
the lead-up to the deal.

Kerry went on a Twitter 
spree to display his sup-
port and defence for the 
2015 agreement. "Every 
detail PM Netanyahu pre-
sented [Monday] was ev-
ery reason the world came 
together to apply years of 
sanctions and negotiate the 
Iran nuclear agreement – 

because the threat was real 
and had to be stopped. It's 
working!" Kerry tweeted.

"It's working!" Kerry 
added of the Obama-era 
agreement he helped ne-
gotiate. "That's why Israeli 
security experts are speak-
ing out."

This comes a day after 
when Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanya-
hu has claimed that the 
Iran nuclear deal is based 
on lies and that Iranian 
officials were "brazen-
ly lying" when they said 
Iran wasn't pursuing nu-
clear weapons.

8 women, children from 
Central American 'caravan' 

enter US seeking asylum
A group of Central 

American migrants in-
cluding eight women 
and children has con-
verged at the US-Mexico 
border yesterday (April 
30), the culmination of 
their week-long journey 
through Mexico. The 
sparking celebrations 
among companions af-
ter reaching to President 
Donald Trump territory 
to demand changes in the 
law.

Their journey north has 
been a target of Donald 
Trump’s ire for weeks; 
as Reuters reported, the 
US president warned at 
an April 28 rally: “Watch 
the caravan… they come 
up because they know 
once they can get here 
they can walk right into 
our country.”

The first to enter were 

part of a small group from 
the caravan who Mexican 
officials let walk over a 
pedestrian bridge on Sun-
day and who have been 
camped at the San Ysidro 
gate ever since, when the 
CBP said the facility be-
tween Tijuana and San 
Diego was saturated.

The asylum seekers 
walked through a door 
into the San Ysidro port 
of entry on the bidding 
of a Customs and Border 
Patrol (CBP) officer.

The caravan has been in 
the spotlight ever since it 
began a more than 2,000-
mile (3,200 km) journey 
from southern Mexico, 
gathering 1,500 people 
at one point, to the fury 
of Trump, who demand-
ed that officials do not 
let such groups into the 
country.

President Trump Repaid Michael Cohen for 
$130,000 Payment to Stormy Daniels: Rudy Giuliani

South Korea said today 
that it is considering how 
to change a decades-old 
armistice with North Ko-
rea into a peace agree-
ment, an unprecedented 
top-level meeting with 
the North Korean leader 
as confirmed by US of-
ficials. South Korea and 
a US-led UN force are 
technically still at war 
with North Korea after 

the Korean War ended 
with a truce, not a peace 
treaty.

With a bid to formally 
end the 1950-53 Korean 
War a major factor in 
talks, old rivals North 
Korea and South Korea 
are preparing for their 
summit between Kim 
and South Korean Pres-
ident Moon Kae-in on 
April 27.

A high-rank-
ing South Kore-
an presidential 
official said, “As 
one of the plans, 
we are looking at 
a possibility of 
shifting the Kore-
an peninsula's ar-
mistice to a peace 
regime."

"We want to include 
discussions to end hostile 
acts between the South 
and North"

Mike Pompeo become 
the first serving U.S. pres-
ident ever to meet a North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un when Pompeo visited 
Pyongyang over a week-
end at the end of March to 
discuss a planned summit 
with U.S. President Don-

ald Trump.
Pompeo's visit provid-

ed the strongest sign yet 
about Trump's willing-
ness to South Korea says 
it is considering how to 
change a decades-old ar-
mistice with North Korea 
into a peace agreement, as 
US officials confirmed an 
unprecedented top-level 
meeting with the North 
Korean leader.

Such discussions be-
tween the two Koreas, 
and between North 
Korea and the United 
States, would have been 
unthinkable at the end 
of last year, after months 
of escalating tension, 
and fear of war, over the 
North's nuclear and mis-
sile programs.

Cambridge Analytica is shutting down, 
staff told to close down their computers

Cambridge Analyt-
ica, the data company 
employed by the Trump 
campaign during the 2016 
US presidential election , 
the firm embroiled in a 
controversy over its han-
dling of Facebook Inc. 
user data, are shutting 
down immediately after 
suffering a sharp drop in 
business, the company 
said on Wednesday.

Nigel Oakes, the found-
er of the company once 
known as Strategic Com-
munication Laboratories, 
confirmed the news to the 
Wall Street Journal. 

The company will be-
gin bankruptcy proceed-
ings, it said, after losing 
clients and facing mount-

ing legal fees 
resulting from 
the scandal 
over reports the 
company har-
vested person-
al data about 
millions of 
Facebook users 
beginning in 
2014.

"The siege 
of media cov-
erage has driven away 
virtually all of the Com-
pany's customers and 
suppliers," the statement 
said.

"As a result, it has been 
determined that it is no 
longer viable to continue 
operating the business, 
which left Cambridge 

Analytica with no realis-
tic alternative to placing 
the company into admin-
istration."

Allegations of the im-
proper use of data for 87 
million Facebook users 
by Cambridge Analyti-
ca has hurt the shares of 
the world's biggest social 

network and prompted 
multiple official inves-
tigations in the United 
States and Europe.

Earlier today, May 2, 
Gizmodo reported that 
the company had held 
a call to inform its US 
offices that it would be 
shutting down.

Donald Trump says date, place 
set for North Korea summit

President Donald Trump 
says the date and location 
have been set for a meeting 
with North Korean lead-
er Kim Jong Un, building 
suspense for the unprece-
dented talks, as South Ko-
rea said it would oppose a 
withdrawal of US troops 
from the area.

The first meeting ever be-
tween sitting US and North 
Korean leaders could take 
place in the coming weeks, 
White House confirms. 
Trump is to push North 
Korea to give up its nuclear 
weapons.

Donald Trump did not 
give a precise date or lo-
cation for the North Korea 
summit and White House 
officials did not immedi-
ately provide further clar-
ity, but said the meeting 
could take place in the 
coming weeks.

The demilitarized zone, 
or DMZ, between North 

and South Korea, and Sin-
gapore are among the top 
choices being considered 
for the summit. Trump this 
week expressed a prefer-
ence for the DMZ but also 
said Singapore was possi-
ble.

The Peace House at 
the DMZ was the venue 
for a meeting last month 
between Kim and South 
Korean President Moon 
Jae-in.The White House 
announced that Trump will 
host Moon at the White 
House on May 22, in talks 
aimed at demonstrating 
allied unity before the 
Trump-Kim summit.

Mr Trump this week ex-
pressed a preference for 
the DMZ but also said Sin-
gapore was possible. The 
Peace House at the DMZ 
was the venue for a meet-
ing last month between 
Mr Kim and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in.

Bornstein 
claims Trump 

dictated 
glowing 2015 
health report

A letter from Donald 
Trump's New York physi-
cian released by his cam-
paign in 2015 declaring 
the characterization of 
"healthiest" was "black 
humour."

"The healthiest indi-
vidual ever elected to the 
presidency" was com-
posed by the candidate 
himself, the doctor said 
on Tuesday.

It turns out the patient 
himself wrote it, accord-
ing to Bornstein.

Bornstein told CNN on 
Tuesday that "He dictated 
that whole letter. I didn't 
write that letter."

"I just made it up as I 
went along."

"Mr. Trump has had a 
recent complete medical 
examination that showed 
only positive results," said 
the letter signed by Born-
stein, who said he had 
treated Trump since 1980.

"Actually, his blood 
pressure, 110/65, and 
laboratory results were 
astonishingly excellent. 
His physical strength and 
stamina are extraordi-
nary," the letter said. "If 
elected, Mr. Trump, I can 
state unequivocally, will 
be the healthiest individu-
al ever elected to the pres-
idency."

The admission is an 
about face from his an-
swer more than two years 
when the letter was re-
leased and answers one 
of the lingering questions 
about the last presidential 
election. The letter thrust 
the eccentric Bornstein, 
with his shoulder-length 
hair and round eyeglasses, 
into public view.



Expanding its "Y" se-
ries, Chinese handset 
maker VivoNSE 0.00 
% on Monday launched 
"Y53i" smartphone 
in India with afford-
able range of Rs 7,990.  
The device with Ul-
tra-HD technology and 
face access feature has 
been launched at Rs 
7,990.Vivo Y53i fea-

tures a 5-inch display 
with face access fea-
ture akin to the iPhone  
X.

The 8MP rear camera 
houses "Ultra HD" tech-
nology that helps shoot 
several consecutive im-
ages and combines them 
to render clear and de-
tailed photos with a res-
olution of up to 32MP. 

The budget device also 
has "Screen Flash" fea-
ture that claims to pro-
vide detailed selfies 
even in low-light con-
ditions. The phone is 
powered by Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 425 proces-
sor coupled with 2GB 
RAM. The phone has 
16GB memory which 
is expandable up to 
256GB.

It has a 5MP front 
shooter and a 2500mAh 
battery. The smart eye 
protection feature in 
the smartphone filters 
out blue light to pre-
vent eye strain while 
the App clone function 
to make multitasking  
easier.

The company said in 
a statement, the smart-
phone will be available 
in crown gold and matte 
black colours across all 
offline stores.

Kenny Zeng, CMO, 
Vivo India said, "With 
the introduction of Y53i, 
we are strengthening 
our budget smartphone 
portfolio by delivering 
an outstanding camera 
and user experience 
at a competitive price 
point.”

Bollywood produc-
er Boney Kapoor and 
husband of late actor 
Sridevi will make a 
feature or a documen-
tary on his wife. Ac-
cording to reports, he 
has already registered 
“20 old titles” for the  
same.

Among Sridevi’s ear-
lier works that Boney 
has registered are films 
like Chaalbaaz, Roop Ki 
Rani Choron Ka Raja, 

Jaanbaaz and Mr India. 
He has also got hold of 
titles like Return of Mr 
India, Sri, Sridevi and 
Sri Ma'am with of one 
of the producer associa-
tions of Bollywood.

Speaking to Mid-
Day, the producer  said, 
“There are plans to 
make a film, but I can’t 
tell you whether it will 
be a biopic or documen-
tary. I don’t see the need 
to rush into anything.”

So far, two filmmak-
ers have expressed their 
desire to make a film on 
the late actress - one is 
Ram Gopal Varma, old 
admirer of Sridevi, and 
the second is Hansal 
Mehta.

RGV, who directed 
the actress in the films 
Kshana Kshanam and 
Govinda Govinda, said 
during a debate on tele-
vision that he would 
make a film on Sridevi 

and he'll announce the 
project once the script is 
locked.

Sridevi died under 
mysterious conditions 
on the night of February 
24 in a Dubai hotel. She 
was in the desert city to 
attend the wedding of 
actor Mohit Marwah, 
her husband’s nephew. 
Things turned terribly 
wrong on the fateful 
night, when she report-
edly drowned in her bath 
tub even as Boney wait-
ed in their hotel room.

Sridevi started out her 
venture as a child actor 
in Tamil films at a tender 
age of four. She went on 
to work in a number of 
films in all four south 
Indian languages, before 
making it big in Hindi 
films.

The legendary actress 
has given some mem-
orable hits to industry 
including 16 Vayathi-
nile, Moondru Mu-
dichu, Naan Adimai 
Illai, Mr India, Chand-
ni, Chalbaaz among  
others.

Avengers: Infinity War 
is turning out to be a 
hugely profitable adven-
ture for Disney. Marvel 
Studio's biggest super-
hero film "Avengers: In-
finity War" has become 
2018's highest Holly-
wood earner in India till 
date with its gross box 
office collections of Rs 
120.09 crore.

The film, which brings 
together the largest gath-
ering of superheroes to 
battle it out against su-
pervillain Thanos, has 
already beaten record of 
The Jungle Book. You 
see, Mowgli’s adventure 
was adored by everyone 
in India and the mov-
ie managed to rake in 

Rs 40.47 crore in three 
days. On the other hand, 
the opening weekend 
numbers are a testament 
to 'Avengers: Infinity 
War' creating a cinemat-
ic milestone. In just two 
days, the movie has man-
aged to get Rs 61.8 crore 
in India. We did expect 
AIW to break records but 
to clock in the numbers 
in much less time was 
surprising. The success 
goes to show the ever in-
creasing fan base and the 
pop culture phenomena 
that Marvel as a brand 
enjoys in India," Bikram 
Duggal- Head of Studio 
Entertainment, Disney 
India, said in a statement.

"Avengers: Infini-

ty War" stars Robert 
Downey Jr, Chris Ev-
ans, Mark Ruffalo, Scar-
lett Johansson, Chris 
Hemsworth, Anthony 
Mackie, Paul Bettany, 
Elizabeth Olsen, Chad-
wick Boseman, Sebas-
tian Stan, Don Cheadle, 
Chris Pratt, Dave Bau-
tista, Zoe Saldana, Pom 
Klementieff, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Benedict 
Wong, Tom Holland, 
among others. Also, the 
superhero movie has 
beaten Deepika Padu-
kone, Ranveer Singh, 
Shahid Kapoor starrer 
Padmaavat – which was 
the highest day 2 collec-
tor of 2018 with Rs 56 
crore.

Bollywood Legend, 
Amitabh Bachchan, who 
plays a 102-year-old man 
in director Umesh Shuk-
la’s upcoming film ‘102 
Not Out’ with Rishi Ka-
poor , says he strives to 
better himself with each 
film rather than focus on 

goal posts.
According to the 

75-year-old, who has 
been in films for almost 
50 years and continues to 
bat, 'not out', every day 
is a learning experience. 
His work ethic, he said, is 
not to break records. The 

two veterans have come 
together for a film after 
27 years.

Mr. Bachchan said. "If 
the audience does not no-
tice the artiste's efforts, 
he or she tries to up their 
game the next time."

On asked about  dynam-
ics relationship between 
a father and the son, the 
versatile actor said, “My 
father, made his 'nom de 
plume' his and our sur-
name - Bachchan. He 
gave it dignity, value, 
creativity and respect. I 
would ever endeavour to 
carry his legacy forward 

and expect the next gen-
eration to do similar.” 
While replying to a ques-
tion that how he discov-
er himself - both as an 
actor and a person - after 
working on 102 Not Out, 
Amitabh Bachchan said, 
“Every day at work is a 
learning (experience). We 
hope that the viewer shall 
notice it. If not, we shall 
strive harder the next 
time.” The film projected 
on understanding of the 
generation gap and the 
legacy of writing in fam-
ily will hit the theatres  
this Friday on May 4.

In an effort to clean 
up its act, Facebook has 
begun rolling out a fea-
ture called “downvote” 
that lets users register 
a negative reaction to 
comments on the social 
networking platform but 
it is not the “dislike” 

button users have long 
desired.

This new  tool has been 
employed for comments 
on public posts and, 
Facebook insists, isn’t 
similar to the thumbs-
up and thumbs-down 
options for ‘liking’ or 

‘disliking’ posts. Click-
ing the “downvote” but-
ton hides the comment 
for the user who taps it, 
then asks the user to say 
whether the comment 
was “offensive”, “mis-
leading”, or “off topic”.

While the trial was car-
ried out in the US, Face-
book confirmed the test 
in February this year.

Going by tweets posted 
since the start of its roll-
out over the weekend, it 
appears that most of the 
users are in Australia 
and New Zealand.

The Next Web report-
ed, “Now, it appears the 
feature is rolling out to a 

greater number of users. 
The Reddit-style ‘down-
vote’ button aims to im-
prove the quality of dis-
course on the platform.”

Since, the social me-
dia giant introduced its 
“like” button in Febru-
ary 2009, “dislike” but-
ton has been on many 
users’ wishlist.

As part of its new strat-
egy, Facebook wants its 
users to miss these sto-
ries at the time of scroll-
ing their News Feed, 
while not withdrawing 
them altogether so as 
to walk a fine line “be-
tween censorship and 
sensibility”.
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For Ranbir Kapoor fans, 
the occasion of release of 
teaser and poster of San-
ju, Rajkumar Hirani’s 
biopic on Sanjay Dutt’s 
controversy-marred life. 
Rajkumar Hirani's 'Sanju' 
biopic has been buzzing 
ever since the film was 
announced. Now after 
treating the audience with 
an 85-second teaser of the 
interesting life journey of 
Bollywood star, the film-
maker has been releasing a 
series of look posters from 
the film.

The newest poster of 
Sanju cine buffs  Sanjay 
Dutt's iconic look from the 
90's era. In the poster Ran-
bir Kapoor donning long 
tresses a la Sanjay Dutt. 
The look will give you a 
deja vu to some of actor's 
most loved films like Saa-
jan and Aatish from the 
90's with his bulked-up 
body and distinctive locks.

Sanju traces the journey 
of highs and lows of San-
jay's life. Coming from a 
family of cinema legends, 
he himself became a film 

star, and then saw 
dizzying heights 
and darkest 
depths.

The film Star-
ring Ranbir Ka-
poor, Paresh 
Rawal, Manisha 
Koirala, Anush-
ka Sharma, So-
nam Kapoor, 
Dia Mirza, Vicky 
Kaushal, Jim Sar-
bh and Boman 
Irani, Sanju is 
slated to release 
on June 29, 2018.

'Avengers: Infinity War' Box Office: 
Mints 120.09 crore in opening weekend

Boney Kapoor plans a film on 
Sridevi, registered '20 Titles'

Ranbir Kapoor rewinds to the 
90's era with new 'Sanju' poster

Facebook begins the roll-out ‘downvote’ button

Sanjay Dutt-Sajid Nadiadwala to 
reunite after 23 years for 'Kalank'

'Kalank', Karan Johar's 
upcoming project is in 
the news ever since its 
announcement was made. 
The film has also created a 
buzz among the audience 
for its impressive star cast 
consisting of Madhuri 
Dixit, Sonakshi Sinha, 
Alia Bhatt, Varun Dha-
wan, Aditya Roy Kapur, 
and Sanjay Dutt in lead 
roles. But that’s not all. 
With this Abhishek Var-
man directorial, Sanjay 
and filmmaker Sajid Na-
diadwala, too, have come 
on board on a project af-
ter 23 years. Varun and 
Alia have already started 
shooting for the film.

The film is one of the 
most anticipated films 
in the upcoming years. 

It was in 1995 that Sajid 
had produced a film titled 
Andolan starring San-
jay, Govinda and Mamta 
Kulkarni. The action film 
was a tale of two broth-
ers and the different paths 
they choose in life. With 
a solid track record of 
blockbuster entertainers 
behind him, Sajid defi-
nitely understands the 

pulse of the masses.
According to sources, 

“Sajid and Sanjay share 
a warm bond. They have 
been keen to explore cre-
ative opportunities to col-
laborate. Kalank proved 
to be the perfect film for 
them to join hands. While 
they often meet each oth-
er during informal gath-
erings, the duo will work 

together after over two 
decades.”

Set in the 1940s, Ka-
lank is a period drama 
being produced by Dhar-
ma Productions, Fox Star 
Studios, and Nadiadwala 
Grandson Entertainment. 
The film started on April 
19 and is expected to hit 
the screens next year, on 
April 19.

every day at work is a learning, hope 
viewer shall notice it: Amitabh Bachchan

Sidharth Malhotra too 
busy to house hunt, 

change his house soon
Sidharth Malhotra is 
planning to shift from his 
current house in Bandra 
and is looking for a new 
abode to call home. The 
actor has been planning 
to buy his own home in 
Mumbai for a while now.
Sidharth Malhotra is a 
Delhi boy who is living 
his Bollywood dream in 
Mumbai. The actor has 
begun house hunting and 
may buy the property 
that is located near his 
rumoured girlfriend Alia 
Bhatt's father and film-
maker Mahesh Bhatt's 
office.
For the longest time, 
Sidharth was residing in 
Bandra and now it looks 
like the actor requires a 
change of space.
 According to DNA re-
ports, Sidharth is in 
the process of shift-
ing abodes as he 
is planning 
to move 
from 

his Bandra house.
A source revealed to 
DNA, "Sid has finally 
zeroed in on a nice apart-
ment and the negotiations 
are in the final stages. He 
will be buying this prop-
erty that is located near 
the Bhatts’ (Mukesh and 
Mahesh) office in Khar."
Meanwhile, on the work 
front, Sidharth will be 
starring in Ekta Ka-
poor's next. Titled Shot-
gun Shaadi, the movie is 
based on groom-kidnap-
ping that is prevalent in 
t h e North 

In -
dian 

state.

New Vivo budget smartphone 
with Ultra-HD technology 

launched in India

Y53i



The Ebara Corporation 
is a Japanese industrial 
equipment manufacturer 
with over 100 years of 
history producing ma-
chinery, including water 
pumps. With such a long 
history, Ebara continues 
to introduce new pumps 
using advanced technol-
ogy.

The company has also 
introduced a water pump 
with advanced technol-
ogy and Near-field com-
munication (NFC) func-
tion.

At its plant in Fujisawa, 
Ebara Corporation pro-
duces pumps, which are 
used in various places 
such as condominiums, 
office buildings and fac-
tories in Japan as well as 
abroad.

Visitors can have a look 
at the exhibition corner 
and see that Ebara has 
production bases in many 
different countries.

azuhiro Kaneda, an 
Ebara official said, "Our 
water pumps for build-
ings and condominiums 
has been sold for a long 
time because our prod-
ucts are considered to be 
capable of handling any 
situation.
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The narcissist is some-
one who is in love with an 
idealized self-image. The 
narcissist can be very del-
icate and can get incredi-
bly fierce and cruel during 
an argument. If you focus 
on anything else, it is tak-
en as a direct attack.

It is difficult to under-
stand whether they really 
mean to hurt others or not. 
Here are some tactics you 
can use to stop an argu-
ment with a narcissist

1. Do not argue about 
what is right or what is 
wrong. As narcissists will 
never admit their fault, 
it is worthless to argue 
with them about right or 
wrong. They always try 
to blame you for every 
negative emotion they 
are feeling because they 
already portray their own 
image as faultless.

2. Try to empathize with 
their feelings. If you are 
with a narcissist, try to 
have a lot of empathy for 
them. Even the most car-
ing person face difficulty 
in having empathy for 
that person who insults 
them again and again, 
but there is one way to 
sooth a narcissist rage is 
to empathize with their 

feelings. Avoid using ‘I’ 
and try to use ‘we’ in your 
argument. When you use 
‘I’ in any argument, nar-
cissist takes it as you 
dared to defend yourself. 
To stop the argument 
from escalating, you can 
remind them that it will 
be better off for everyone 
to stop.

3. Do not expect any 
apology from them. 
There is no single chance 
of the narcissist admitting 
their fault or any wrong-
doing. They will never 
apologize because they 
are not comfortable with 
the idea that they started 
an argument, so it’s best 
to move on.

4. Do not take the bait 
yourself. If you take the 
bait, it means you are re-
acting to something that 
they intended you to do. It 
is important not to rise to 
the bait and get cross.

For most people, break-
ing things off with a nar-
cissist and being free 
from them is the only 
option. But there may 
be some circumstances 
where narcissists are un-
avoidable, then try these 
tactics with them and 
avoid arguments

Mahendra Singh Dhoni's some typical MSD 
shots help CSK outplay Delhi Daredevils

An MS Dhoni special 
of the yore coupled 
with a Shane 
Watson scored 
sc int i l -

l a t -
i n g 

half-centuries 
to set up Chennai Su-
per Kings’s 13-run win 
over Delhi Daredevils in 
Pune on Monday, taking 
the two-time IPL cham-
pions closer to a play-
offs berth.

Put in to bat by visiting 
Captain Shreyas Iyer, 
both CSK and Dhoni 

came into their own 
at their ad-

o p t e d 

home, the MCA Stadi-
um.

While Watson set the 
foundation with a blud-
geoning 40-ball 78 that 
set the tone of the in-
nings, Dhoni turned the 
clock back to register a 
stroke-filled unbeaten 
22-ball 51 to help CSK 
post a mammoth 211/4.

The only way DD 

could’ve overhauled 
the target was if one of 
their top-order batsmen 
scored big. But it wasn’t 
to be as Prithvi Shaw, 
Colin Munro and Iyer 
threw away their starts 
to leave the visitors stut-
tering at 64/3 in the sev-
enth over.

Shane Watson and 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
Watson (78 off 40 balls) 
and Dhoni (51 not out 
off 22) gave a master-
class in power hitting 
to fire Super Kings 
to 211 for four after 
Daredevils opted to 
field on a good bat-
ting surface.

In the end, the 
Daredevils could 
only muster up 198/5 
as CSK jumped back to 

the top of the ta-
ble after a rare 
loss against 
Mumbai In-
dians in their 
p r e v i o u s 
game.

But the day 
belonged to 
D h o n i , 

who played some typ-
ically MSD shots to 

relieve his magic 
days as a brutal 
hitter of the ball 
down the order.

Harendra Singh assigned as 
India's new men's hockey coach

Indian hockey wit-
nessed some massive 
changes on Monday, 
with both the men's and 
women's teams getting 
new coaches

Harendra Singh, who 
was coach of the Indian 
women's hockey team, 
will now take over the 
men's team, taking over 
from Dutchman Sjoerd 
Marijne, who returns 
to his job as the chief 
coach of the women’s 
national side - a bi-
zarre swap to say the  
least.

Sjoerd Marijne, who 
was the coach of the In-
dian men's hockey team, 

will take over the wom-
en's team.

It was understood that 
Hockey India would 
take some tough deci-
sions after India's dismal 
hockey campaign at the 
2018 Commonwealth 
Games in Gold Coast, 
with neither team able 
to win a medal, but this 
decision to simply swap 
the coaches of the men's 
and women's teams does 
seem strange.

Harendra was delight-
ed with his new role: “It 
is an honour for me to 
now manage the Indian 
Men’s Hockey team. It 
has been a very satis-

fying journey with the 
Indian Women’s Hock-
ey team and I would 
like to thank Hockey 
India for entrusting me 
with the new role as we 
prepare ourselves for a 
very important season  
ahead.”

Marijne, too, seemed 
pleased with his new 
role: "I’m excited to re-
unite with the Women’s 
team and will look to fo-
cus building on the good 
form exhibited by the 
team in last six months 
as we look forward to 
the Vitality Women’s 
Hockey World Cup 
2018."

Winning an Olympic medal 
still remains my ultimate 

goal: Babita Phogat
The centre of public 

attention following the 
release of a movie based 
on their life, the Phogat 
sisters Geeta and Babi-
ta are determined not to 
lose their focus in their 
pursuit of a medal at the 
next Olympics. Indian 
wrestler Babita Phogat, 
who made the coun-
try proud by bagging a 
silver medal in the re-
cently-concluded 21st 
edition of the Common-
wealth Games in Gold 
Coast, on Monday said 
that winning an Olym-
pic medal still remains 
her ultimate goal.

Despite making a good 
start in the initial rounds 
of the summit show-
down of the women's 
53kg category at CWG 
2018, Phogat failed 
to capitalise on it and 
slumped to a 2-5 defeat 
at the hands of Canada's 
Diana Weicker to settle 
for a silver medal.

It was Phogat's third 
Commonwealth Games 
medal after winning 
silver and gold in Del-
hi (51kg) and Glasgow 
(55kg), respectively.

However, the 28-year-
old from Bhiwani dis-

trict of Haryana is yet 
striving to add an Olym-
pic medal to her tally. 
Geeta told IANS, “We 
have started our prepa-
rations. Our aim for the 
year is to do well in the 
Asian Championship 
and the World Champi-
onship. In 2018 we have 
the Asian Games and the 
CWG but our ultimate 
goal is to win a medal at 
the 2020 Tokyo Olym-
pics.”

She further added, “I 
will strive hard for the 
Olympic medal because 
that will be the most 
prized possession of my 
life.”

Phogat said, "We start-
ed doing wrestling for 
Olympics. Winning an 
Olympic medal still re-
mains my ultimate goal. 
It is yet to be achieved. 
Till the time we do not 

bag an Olympic medal, 
we will continue to work 
towards it.”

While commenting on 
meeting on Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi in 
the national capital, she 
said, "It feels good that 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi talks about us and 
talks about our sport. It 
also boosts the confi-
dence of the athletes. It's 
the biggest thing when 
a Prime Minister takes 
interest in athletes or 
sports. I don't think any 
of the previous Prime 
Ministers had taken so 
much interest in sports 
or had talked about any 
sport. And meeting the 
athletes is a far away 
thing. It feels really 
good when Prime Min-
ister meets us, thinks 
about us or supports  
us.”

Struggling Mumbai Indians 
gives rCB much needed win

Royal Challengers 
Bangalore registered a 
much-needed win in IPL 
2018 with a 14-run victo-
ry over defending cham-
pions Mumbai Indians on 
Tuesday night.
Cheered by the Bol-
lywood star Anushka 
among the thousands of 
vociferous fans from the 
M Chinnaswamy Stadi-
um stands on Tuesday 
night. RCB captain Virat 
Kohli made a grand ges-
ture to his wife Anushka 
Sharma. Speaking in the 
post-match presentation, 
Kohli said RCB's win 
over MI was a "little" 
birthday gift for his wife.
Defending a challenging 
167/7, RCB restricted de-
fending champions Mum-
bai Indians to 154/7 to 
win by 14 runs and move 
to fifth on the points table 
with six points, pushing 
MI to seventh.
In an post-match presen-

tation, Kohli said, "We 
had good intent, results 
are around the corner. 
The result went our way. 
We should take this confi-
dence forward. My wife is 
here and it's her birthday. 
This was a little gift for 
her. It was very important 
to achieve this two points 
in front of her.”
The win was crucial to 
RCB's cause and their 
hopes of reaching the 
playoffs. The victory over 
Mumbai helped Kohli's 
team register their third 
win in eight games but 
more importantly saw 
them climb to fifth place 
in the IPL 2018 points 
table.
Earlier, choosing to bowl 
first on winning the toss, 
MI bowlers exploited a 
difficult batting track but 
leaked a few runs towards 
to end to allow Royal 
Challengers Bangalore 
post 167/7.

Yami Gautam honoured 
to be invited as Chief 

Guest at Goa Film Festival
Actress Yami 

Gautam, 
who 

is 

among 
the few actors 
who has made the 
smooth transition from 
TV to Bollywood, has 
come a long way since 
Vicky Donor.has been in-
vited as the Chief Guest at 
the Goa State Film Festi-
val being held at Panjim.

The festival will stretch 
across four days, with a 
list of activities ranging 
from feature film screen-
ings to musical shows 
lined up. The Kaabil ac-
tress will be flying there 

on May 6 to be a part of 
the closing ceremony.

She enthuses, “It’s an 
honour to be invited by the 
State government for their 
biggest celebration of cin-
ema. I look forward to 
meeting the delegates 
and exchanging notes 
on cinema and to com-
memorate some 

great body 
o f 
work 

d o n e 
by vari- o u s 
filmmakers.”  

The actress is cur-
rently busy with the 
prep work of her next 
film, Uri, based on 
Indian Army’s sur-
gical strikes across 
the LoC. She plays 
an intelligence of-
ficer in the movie 

that also features Vicky 
Kaushal. She is also film-
ing for Batti Gul Meter 

Chalu with 
Shahid Ka-

poor and 
Shraddha 
Kapoor.

Australia's new coach Justin 
Langer wants players to 'earn 

respect on and of the field'
Newly appointed Aus-

tralia Coach Justin Langer 
will charge his players 
with winning back the "re-
spect" of the cricket world 
and said it was "hum-
bling" to be appointed to 
the role.

The 47-year-old, who 
played 105 Tests and eight 
one-day internationals for 
his country, has signed a 
four-year deal to take over 
from Darren Lehmann. 
Lehmann stepped down 
from the role in the wake 
of the ball-tampering 
scandal in South Africa in 
March. .

A gritty opening bats-
man who played in some 
of Australia's greatest-ev-
er teams, Langer takes 

over a depleted side, with 
disgraced former captain 
Steve Smith and his dep-
uty David Warner serving 
year-long bans in the fall-
out from South Africa.

At his first press confer-
ence after being unveiled 
as the new head coach, 
Langer said "For me, I 
think one of the things 
that's really important is 
we keep looking to earn 
respect."

He further added, “He 
wanted Australia's cricket 
team to "earn respect on 
and off the field".

"To me that's worth 
more than all the gold in 
the world," he said.

Perth-born Langer 
scored more than 7,500 

runs in 105 tests, including 
23 centuries, before retir-
ing with a slew of greats 
at the end of the 2006/07 
Ashes series. He believes, 
"It's not just about how we 
play our cricket, it's about 
being good citizens and 
good Australians.”

FIFA proposes staging a new 
mini-World Cup featuring 

eight teams every two years

With the 2018 FIFA World 
Cup in Russia almost in 
row,  FIFA president Gi-
anni Infantino has pro-
posed staging what would 
effectively be a mini-
World Cup, featuring eight 
international teams, every 
two years in addition to the 
traditional competition.
FIFA believes, the tourna-
ment, known as the "Final 
8", would be the climax of 
a global Nations League 
competition, which is part 
of an ambitious plan to re-
form international football 
which could be worth $25 
billion in a 12-year cycle. 
In a letter seen by Reuters, 
Infantino suggested that 
the new tournament would 
take place every October 
and/or November of ev-

ery odd year starting from 
2021.
He said that a "solid and 
serious" group of investors 
were willing to spend $25 
billion on the competition 
and a revamped version 
of the Club World Cup, 
which would also start in 
2021 with 24 teams.
However, the letter did not 
clearly indicate how many 
slots would be allocated to 
each region.
Currently, the Confeder-
ations Cup staged every 
four years in a year before 
the World Cup, would be 
abolished.
The proposals were sent by 
Infantino to the members 
of FIFA's decision-making 
Council which still has to 
approve them.
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