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NK Singh appointed Chairman of 15th 
Finance Commission

Nestle India Ltd, Maggi distributors 
fined Rs. 62 lakh 

Salah continues his terrific run in the 
Premier League

The power to think 
differently and ahead 

of the times for 
the betterment of 
mankind is what sets 
entrepreneurs apart. I 

see that power in India’s 
young generation today.

I must confess it irritates me 
no end when people focus 
on what Ashwin hasn’t 
done. Like they did with 
the giant Kumble who 

took 619 wickets.

India has potential 
to be $10 trillion 
economy as it is 
one of the absolute 
biggest growth 
pockets in the world.

Narendra Modi, PM of India 

Dominic Barton, MD, McKinsey

quote

unquote

When Ivanka Trump said that 
India had lifted 130 million 
people out of poverty she 
was referring to the UPA 
government’s period of 
2004 - 2014 (the number 
was 140 million).
P. Chidambaram, Former Finance Minister

Harsha Bhogle, Cricket Journalist

International Cheetah Day
December 4

Ivanka Trump praises PM Modi for 
lifting 130 million people out of poverty

The 8th Global En-
trepreneurship Summit 
(GES) was held in In-
dia for the first time. 
US President Donald 
Trump’s daughter and ad-
visor Ivanka Trump was 
in attendance as the event 
remained focus on the 
development measures 
needed to promote wom-
en entrepreneurs around 
the globe.

Ivanka Trump had all 
praises for successful-
ly hosting the event as a 
result of its growing se-
curity strength and also 
tendered the economic 
partnership India shares 

with her nation.
The three-day ma-

jor event was attended 
by 1,500 entrepreneurs, 
a few investors and 
eco-system supporters 
from 159 countries. Out 
of the 1,500, it happened 
for the first time that 
women were in majority 
to put light on the theme 
of GES 2017 –‘Women 
First, Prosperity For All’.

Ivanka also mentioned 
about the commendable 
progress in the science 
and technology sectors 
being helpful to make 
India one of the fastest 
growing economies in-
ternationally.  She also 
applauded India’s efforts 

to lift 130 million people 
out of poverty. 

She noted: “The peo-
ple of India inspire us all. 
They have lifted more 
than 130 million citizens 

out of poverty.” 
The 8th edition of GES 

was an immense success 
and growth-oriented. 
Taking back, GES was 
first hosted in Washington 

in 2010 under the initia-
tive of then-US president 
Barack Obama. Thereaf-
ter, it has been hosted by 
Turkey, UAE, Malaysia, 
Morocco, and Kenya.

Himangshu Das
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She expressed 
her love for the 

host city Hyderabad: 
“It’s wonderful to be in 
this ancient city brim-
ming with transforma-
tive technology and 
now, your tech centers 
may even outshine your 
world famous biryani.”

Ivanka Trump

Register of Somnath 
temple questions Rahul 
Gandhi’s true religion

While the campaigns 
at Gujarat elections are 
more focused on GST, 
demonetization, an-
ti-Dalit exploits and reli-
gious war between Hindu 
and Muslims, Congress 
Vice-President Rahul 
Gandhi caught the head-
lines for a wrong reason 
during his part of cam-
paigning.

Rahul Gandhi’s name 
was plunged into a reg-
ister for non-Hindus at 
the Somnath Temple al-
lowing BJP to question 
his religious beliefs. In 
the register which was 
supposed to be filled by 
only non-Hindu visitants, 
the name ‘Rahul Gandhi-
ji’, signed by the party’s 
media coordinator Manoj 
Tyagi, appeared just 
above that of MP Ahmed 
Patel.

After the incident came 
to light, Tyagi was quick 

to state that he had only 
signed the register and 
left the column of names 
vacant expecting the vis-
iting media persons to fill 
it themselves. He claimed 
that the names of his par-
ty leaders were encrypted 
by someone else.

Party Chief Spokes-

person Randeep Singh 
Surjewala came out in 
defense of his party’s 
Vice-President noting 
that the register was 
blank and accused temple 
officials and BJP associ-
ates of doing the same. 

Surjewala claimed: 
“Rahul Gandhi is a 

janeudhari Hindu and 
this is a lowly and cheap 
conspiracy hatched by 
power-hungry and blind 
people. Even a temple 
register has been tam-
pered with. We request 
the BJP and Modiji to at 
least spare the gods.”

The register for 

non-Hindus has been 
maintained by the Tem-
ple authorities since June 
2015 for security purpos-
es. A security official ac-
companies any non-Hin-
du visitor in the temple 
due to threat possessed 
by Islamist terrorists 
since 1990s.

Himangshu Das

Market lights up after Bitcoin 
crosses record $11,000 mark

Bitcoin, a cryptocurren-
cy, surges past $11,000 
mark soon after hitting 
the $10,000 milestone. 
While it’s expected to 
rise further in the coming 
days, Bitcoin’s value was 
worth less than $9,000 a 
week ago and horrifying-
ly, it was worth less than 
$800 a year ago.

Bitcoin has upsurged 
by about 75 per cent since 
October. This comes af-
ter James Dimon, a busi-
nessman, declared that 
the virtual currency was 
a fraud and he would fire 
any employee who would 
trade in the currency.

Even though analysts 
disagree on the largest 
cryptocurrency to be-
ing an asset by market 

capitalization, its $178 
billion value has already 
exceeded that of around 
95 percent of the S&P 
500 Index members and 
is popularising the debate 
about where financial 
technology is headed. The 
elation is helping to bring 
to the mainstream what 
was once considered the 
provenance of computer 

developers, and libertar-
ians looking to fabricate 
an alternative to the ex-
isting central bank-con-
trolled monetary systems. 
Even though the actual 
volume of transactions 
conducted in Bitcoin is 
relatively small, the be-
lief surrounding the tech-
nology continues to drive 
it to new highs.

ISL 2nd 
round 
Match 
Report
The second round 

matches of Hero Indi-
an Super League were 
played this week. Chen-
naiyin FC got a convinc-
ing win against North 
East United FC at home. 
Hakku’s own goal along 
with goals by Raphael 
and Rafi gave Abhishek 
Bachchan’s team a 3-0 

win. While Kerala was 
held to a goalless draw 
by Jamshedpur, goals 
came by for fun in the 
Atletico de Kolkata-Pune 
City encounter. The de-
fending champions de-
feated the Pune side 4-1. 
Mumbai got the better 
of Goa 2-1 last Saturday. 
A star-studded Bengal-
uru side thrashed Delhi 
Dynamos 4-1 with the 
flamboyant Sunil Chhetri 
shining again.

Odd-Even scheme ready 
for a third round in Delhi

Delhi-government’s 
much talked about odd-
even scheme is likely to 
get back to the capital 
roads by mid-December. 
The air pollution in Delhi 
has relatively increased 
after the recent Hary-
ana crop-burning saga a 
month ago. 

However, the EPCA, 
appointed by Supreme 
Court, has released orders 
to add adjoining towns 
like Noida, Ghaziabad, 
Gurgaon, and Faridabad 
in the third round of the 
scheme. For the first two 
rounds, it was confined to 
the capital city only.

The scheme has already 
been well-appreciated by 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) for its effective-
ness this year. After being 
well-scrutinized by the 
transport department, the 
scheme was obvious to 

make its way to the na-
tional capital once again.

An official from the 
transport department 
commented: “The gov-
ernment is obviously 
moving ahead with odd 
and even scheme as it 
is mandated by EPCA 
and NGT. The scheme is 
most likely to return by 

mid-December.”
Earlier, the Delhi 

Government pleaded 
to exclude women and 
two-wheelers from the 
third round of the scheme 
which was later reject-
ed by the NGT taking 
into consideration the in-
creased level of pollution 
in the city.

Ban on sale of Cattle 
for slaughter to be 

withdrawn soon

The Central Govern-
ment is planning to with-
draw their decision to 
ban the sale of cattle for 
slaughter in the market. 
The ban, which was im-
plemented on May 23, 
affected the small traders 
in the market immensely. 
The decision was heavily 
protested by the Oppo-
sition and several cattle 
traders of the country.

The decision to read-
dress the ban comes af-
ter the Centre asked all 
the states in the country 
to give a report on the 
May 23 notifications on 
the changes made to the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (Regulation of 
Livestock Market) Rules, 
2007.

An official of Minis-
try of Environment and 
Forests stated that due to 
several issues the Gov-

ernment has decided to 
address the issue and 
will be revisiting it, but 
the time it will take to 
process the same has not 
been disclosed yet.

Two months ago, Envi-
ronment Minister Harsh 
Vardhan gave a clue for 
the first time that the rul-
ing government may lift 
the ban. At the same time, 
he also stated the rules 
were part of a regulato-
ry regime for preventing 
cruelty to animals, and 
the centre never intended 
to directly or indirectly 
affect slaughterhouses or 
harm farmers or even in-
fluence the food habits of 
people.

The ban on the sale 
didn’t go well even with 
the farmers of the coun-
try as it restricted the sale 
of animals even for agri-
cultural purpose.

India to get colder 
from December

The India Meteorolog-
ical Department has pre-
dicted that India will ex-
perience a colder winter 
this year from December 
2017 to February 2018 
- as compared to that of 
last year, but it will be 
warmer than normal es-
pecially in the northern 
region. Last year’s winter 
recorded an anomaly of 
1-degree celsius which 
was the warmest since 
1901.

The year's average 
maximum temperature is 
likely to be little warm-
er by a degree Celsius 
in Rajasthan, Haryana, 
the capital city of Delhi, 
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Vidar-

bha, Madhya Pradesh, 
Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam, Meghalaya, Mani-
pur, and Mizoram.

According to the report 
of IMD, the core cold 
wave zone will cover 
Punjab, HP, Uttarakhand, 
Delhi, Haryana, Jammu 
and Kashmir, few parts 
of Rajasthan and Uttar 
Pradesh, Gujarat, Chhat-
tisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
West Bengal, Odisha and 
Telangana, Marathwada, 
Saurashtra and central 
Maharashtra. IMD also 
stated that there has been 
a diminishing trend in the 
last four decades when it 
comes to minimum tem-
perature frequency and 
duration in the year.

BJP set for big win 
in Uttar Pradesh

Bharatiya Janata Party 
is set for a big win as they 
lead in 14 out of 16 mu-
nicipal corporations in 
Uttar Pradesh when the 
counting of votes started 
on early-Friday. 

Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath can celebrate 
his first big win for the 

party. After the BJP’s 
huge surprising win in 
March, party leaders un-
expectedly picked the 
saffron-robed priest-poli-
tician over several front-
runners for the top post. 
Amidst criticism, Yogi 
has been able to deliver 

the goods for his state 
until this point.

Capital City Lucknow 
is all set to get its first-ev-
er woman mayor in the 
BJP’s Sanyukta Bhatia.

Elections were also 
held for 198 municipal 
councils and as many as 
428 Nagar panchayats, 

results for which are ex-
pected by Friday eve-
ning.  

Early reports had Inde-
pendents backed by the 
Samajwadi Party and the 
BSP had won a majority 
of these in the last elec-
tions. 
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In the current urban scenario, there are a countless 
number of homeless people who live on the streets 
without daily access to food, water, and proper 
clothing. One day they find shelter under a tree 
or under some shop roof, while another day they 
are forced to soak under the sun. To make matters 
worse, a lot of them suffer from serious mental ill-
nesses and due to lack of proper medication things 
get worse and lead to their death. Some homeless 
people are in fact from a previously well-off stra-
tum of society but because their families could not 
deal with their illness, they have been abandoned 
and are hence now homeless. 

Given this scenario, Yogesh Malkhare started 
a new initiative with ‘Smile Plus Social Founda-
tion’ began identifying such persons on the street 
who are homeless and striving for food along with 
suffering from illness. SPSF began by giving out 
free food and clothing to them and took them in 
and provided them with basic care, before con-
necting them to government rehabilitation centers. 
Once admitted, their recovery is also monitored by 
them and those who are fully rehabilitated are giv-
en support through our training and other means, 
to reintegrate into society and sometimes even find 
meaningful employment.

Smile Plus Foundation began while distributing 
free food and clothing to homeless people on the 
streets. Today they have helped many homeless 
people around the country, suffering from mental 
illnesses by connecting them to Government reha-
bilitation centers. But often these centers are not 
equipped with good quality facilities or even treat-
ments.

EditorialNEwsoNdot 
Politics and Religion go hand-in-hand 

in India. Who needs to be blamed?

Gujarat assembly 
elections are digging 
in the heads of one and 
all, while Politicians are 
campaigning in the state 
in full-swing. The elec-
tion holds significant in 
many aspects. Firstly, it 
is PM Narendra Modi’s 
home land which makes 
this election even more 
important for BJP which 
is also the ruling party 
in the State. The result 
would ultimately be a 
public’s opinion of how 
the NDA-led govern-
ment has traited so far. 

The recent controver-
sy over Rahul Gandhi’s 
religion is morphing 
into a larger debate af-
ter Gandhi’s name was 
found in a non-Hindu 
register of a temple. 
BJP was quick to light a 
question on his religion. 
But the question is how 
Gandhi’s religion of any 

relevance to the Gujarat 
elections? 

On other days, few 
BJP leaders argue that 
religion or caste is no 
more a debate in this 
liberal country.  And 
on another, they make 
headlines for mock-
ing a person for being 
non-Hindu. Till when 
will these elections be 
religiously influenced? 
Or is it us who needs to 
be blamed because in 
spite of being educated 
we tend to fall into the 
religious traps of these 
politicians.

On the other hand, 
Rahul Gandhi with his 
team is busy defending 
himself which sounds 
not only hypocritical 
but is also profoundly 
delusional. Firstly, it is 
Rahul Gandhi who tried 
to moke people by play-
ing the religion game 

with his professional 
visits to various temples 
during his Gujarat visit. 
Is it necessary to visit 
25 temples in three days 
to seek blessings of the 
God? 

Later, his represen-
tatives declare him as 
‘Janaeu Dhari’ Brahmin. 
Is it a sin to be another 
kind of Hindu? The 
Constitution of India 
allows its citizens to fol-
low any religion and it 
surely should be of least 
importance as to what 
religion a politician car-
ries as there are other 
major issues that need to 
be urgently addressed in 
the country. 

The politicians should 
only be judged on the 
basis of their work. The 
sooner voters under-
stand this, the better it 
will turn out to be for 
the nation.

SmIle PluS SOcIAl FOuNdATION
yOgeSh mAlkhAre
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NK Singh appointed Chairman of 
the 15th Finance Commission

The government ap-
pointed former Ra-
jya Sabha member 
N.K.Singh as the new 
Chairman of the 15th Fi-
nance Commission. The 
Commission is scheduled 
to decide the sharing of 
taxes between Centre and 
the States for five years 
starting from 1st April 
2020.

The Commission is re-
quired to draw a fiscal 
consolidation road map, 
and also confirm if rev-
enue deficits grants pro-
vided to the States still 
needs to be continued. It 
will also aid the govern-
ment in drafting the prin-
ciples for providing the 
grants to different states 

out of the con-
solidated fund of 
India. In addition 
to that, the com-
mission will bring 
out measures to 
strengthen the 
consolidated fund 
of a state which 
will be of service 
to the local pan-
chayats and mu-
nicipalities. 

The government 
has asked them to 
submit the final 
report by October-end 
2019.

The present status of 
the finance, debt situa-
tion, deficits, and cash 
balances of the country 
and its states will undergo 

assessment as per the or-
ders of the Government. 

The commission, oth-
er than bureaucrat NK 
Singh, will also consist 
of Shaktikanta Das, for-
mer Economic Affairs 

Secretary, Anoop Singh 
– Georgetown University 
Professor, Ashok Lahiri – 
former Chief Economic 
Advisor, Ramesh Chand 
–agricultural expert and 
NITI Aayog member.

MNS workers bully 
shopkeepers in Mumbai

One incident in 
Mumbai’s Vikhroli 
area caught the head-
lines of all local news-
papers. Maharashtra 
Navnirman Sena, 
headed by Raj Thac-
keray, took the streets 
to beat the living day-
lights out of the local 
shopkeepers in the 
Vikhroli area of Mum-
bai.

The reason for the out-
rage of Raj Thackeray’s 
party is more likely to 
bring revelation among 
the citizens of the coun-
try. The shopkeepers had 
to suffer because they did 
not write the sign board 
of their shops in Marathi.

The shopkeepers were 
brutally beaten up while 
their shops were vandal-

ized by the group. Police 
are investigating the same 
where five people were 
severely injured. The 
victims were run into the 
nearby Fortis hospital for 
treatment.

After the incident, 
MNS leaders Nitin Sarde-
sai and Amit Thakare vis-
ited the Fortis Hospital to 
meet the causalities. Later 
during an interaction with 

the media, Nitin Sardesai 
has claimed that this in-
cident has been executed 
at the behest of the Con-
gress party.

Heavy armed forc-
es were deployed in the 
Vikhroli area as a pre-
caution to not let the in-
cident rerun. Police have 
assured the people that 
the culprits will be not be 
spared no matter what.

AAP faces another 
Income Tax Notice 

of Huge Amount
Delhi’s ruling part AAP 

(Aam Aadmi Party) has 
come under the radar of 
Income Tax Department. 
The Arvind Kejriwal led 
party was slammed a Rs. 
30.67 crore tax evasion 
notice by the IT Depart-
ment. 

Reportedly there was a 
huge mismatch in dona-
tions it received to fight 
the elections and the 
amount it put into the pa-
pers. The department has 
asked for a reply from the 
party is demanded latest 
by December 7. How-
ever, Delhi CM Arvind 
Kejriwal has claimed it to 
be a prodigious political 
vendetta. Later in the day, 
the minister took out time 
to tweet: “In the history 
of India, all the donations 
to a political party have 
been declared illegal. All 
of these were accounted 

for and shown in books 
of accounts."

National treasurer of 
the party expressed: 
"All our donations have 
been declared taxable 
income and the depart-
ment has demanded tax 
on the income. The par-
ty has made all political 
donations transparent in 
its attempts to bring out 
Indian politics from the 
muddle of black money. 
AAP's honest politics 
is being appreciated the 
world over. But the gov-
ernment is trying their 
best to harass us." As a 
matter of fact, this is not 
the first time that AAP is 
facing a notice from the 
Income Tax Department. 
Previously, it served no-
tices regarding its foreign 
funding and irregularities 
in uploading details on 
the website.

As many as 30 dolphins 
were washed ashore in 
Punnaikayal village of 
Tamil Nadu. District for-
est officials were quick to 
initiate the rescue opera-
tion in the village but un-
fortunately they couldn’t 
save four dolphins out of 
the lot. 

The reason behind the 
woeful incident is still 
unknown. Meanwhile, 
the Forest Range Officer 
has given no precautional 
instructions yet to handle 
such incidents in the fu-
ture. 

However, he warned 
them to remain alert of 
any such incident in the 
future.

India To Go Worse 
Due To Air Pollution

According to a report 
from UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP), In-
dia scores highest when 
it comes to welfare costs, 
an amount of $220 bil-
lion of a total combined 
$380 billion from mor-
tality due to air pollution. 
The report was launched 
during the 1st Conference 
of Parties for the Mina-
mata Convention, which 
usually addresses mercu-
ry issues.

The world may be in 
danger with the global 
mortality costs from air 
pollution projected to be 
$25 trillion by the year 
2060 in the absence of 
preventive measures. 

If the pollution contin-
ues to grow at the present 
rate, the prophecy of 19 
million premature deaths 
annually will be bona 

fide. 
The excess and harmful 

use of natural resources 
to assist production and 
consumption has made 
a negative impact on the 
environment.

The UNEP report not-
ed: “If consumption and 
production patterns con-
tinue to be as they are, the 
linear economic model of 
take-make-dispose will 
seriously prove to be an 
unbearable burden for the 

already-polluted planet, 
affecting both current and 
future generations.”

The UNEP has called 
for the support and com-
mitment of all the gov-
ernments, business lead-
ers, trade unions, civil 
societies and most impor-
tantly, the citizens to curb 
the growing pollution in 
several forms.

Woman claims herself as 
Jayalalithaa’s daughter

Amrutha hailing from 
Bengaluru has filed a 
petition to the Supreme 
Court with a plea that she 
is the daughter of former 
Chief Minister J Jayalali-
thaa and has requested for 
a DNA test to prove her 
reckoning. She was rep-
resented by senior lawyer 
Indira Jaising.

However, the Supreme 
Court has refused to en-
tertain the petition of 
the 37-year-old woman, 
under Article 32, who 
claims she was raised 
by late J Jayalalithaa’s 
sister and her deceased 
husband. He further told 
that she only learnt the 
‘truth’ about her birth and 
the circumstances there-
on after the death of the 

leader, popularly known 
as ‘Amma’.

The 68-year-old leader 
died in Chennai last year 
after a prolonged illness. 
Interestingly, Jayalali-
thaa never got married 
and always led a fiercely 
private life. She has left 
behind valuable assets in 
the form of land, houses, 
and jewelry. In an affida-
vit for the 2016 assem-

bly poll, she announced 
her assets to be worth 
₹113 crore. Amrutha has 
claimed after her birth 
on August 14, 1980, at 
Jayalalithaa’s residence 
in Mylapur, she was kept 
a secret to avoid social 
stigma and to uphold the 
dignity of the family as 
they happen to belong to 
a very religious and cul-
tured Brahmin family.

North-East India has the ‘Best’ 
Security Situation in Recent Years

Naveen Verma, Sec-
retary of Development 
of North Eastern Region 
(DoNER), has described 
the present security situa-
tion in the North-Eastern 
states to be the ‘best’ in 
recent years.

He has praised the state 
governments and the es-
sential support from the 
Central Government to 
minimize any kind of vi-
olent incidents in the re-
cent years. 

"In terms of the security 
situation, it is among the 
best in recent years with 
incidences of violence 

being the lowest. It is a 
combined effort by the 
state government, central 
government and all the 
security forces. The peo-
ple themselves desire," 
the Secretary lamented at 
the India Today Conclave 

East. He also appreci-
ated the efforts made to 
make the region one of 
the fastest growing in the 
country and highlighted 
the local start-ups that are 
emerging in the region. 

Verma quoted: “Four 

states are doing very well 
as their per capita GSDP 
is higher than national 
average. The remaining 
four states are picking 
up. All of the eight states 
have growth rates as high 
as the national average."

Himangshu Das

Dolphins 
pulled 

ashore, 4 
dead

Nissan sues 
India for 
pending 

dues
Nissan Motor has be-

gun global arbitration 
against India to recover 
$770 million over the 
country’s unpaid state in-
centives. India received 
a legal notice last year 
stating Nissan sought 
payment of incentives 
due from the Tamil Nadu 
Government as part of a 
2008 agreement to set 
up a car manufacturing 
plant. 

The case is the latest in 
a string of international 
arbitration proceedings 
against a country which 
already has over 20 cases 
pending against them.
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PM Narendra Modi believes Aadhaar has 
brought about an irreversible change in 
the country and the UIN will help fight 
against benami properties. For instance, 
earlier pension money was transferred to 
millions of fake accounts which have now 
been addressed.

Aadhaar is India’s weapon against Fake 
Property : PM Modi

The Hyderabad Metro Rail started its 
commercial operations between Miyapur 
and Nagole, and over 2,00,000 passen-
gers traveled on its first day of operations. 
The Project is claimed as the world’s 
largest public-private partnership of its 
kind. 80% people traveled for work pur-
pose while the remaining were joy-riders.

Hyderabad Metro Finally Gets Underway

Xiaomi’s ‘Desh ka Smartphone’ launched
India’s leading smartphone company Xiao-
mi has launched Redmi 5A smartphone 
and claimed it to be ‘Desh ka Smartphone’ 
with an affordable price of Rs. 4,999. With 
3000 mAh battery, it is an upgraded ver-
sion of Redmi 4A. The handset has a spec-
tacular 13-MP rear camera along with a 
5-MP selfie camera.
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IT Department raids several locations 
in Delhi-NCR regarding Panama Papers

The Income Tax de-
partment conducted 
raids in as many as 25 
locations in Delhi and 
National Capital Re-
gion in relation to tax 
evasion inquest into 
the Panama Papers 
leak cases. 

The IT raid team 
shortlisted three of 
the many business 
groups, which are fo-
cused on metals and food 
services, financial ser-
vices and tires. 

The raid helped recover 
Rs. 4 crore cash and jew-
elery along with numer-
ous documents, computer 
hard discs and CDs from 
different regions in Delhi, 
Ghaziabad, and Farid-
abad. 

The details of the 

searched victims had 
featured in the Panama 
Papers and later it was 
found that these entities 
were earning much more 

than their documented 
turnover and income.

The Central Board of 
Direct Taxes (CBDT), 
responsible for framing 

the policies 
of the I-T 
department , 
had recently 
stated that the 
probe into the 
Panama Pa-
pers leak cas-
es had led to 
the identifica-
tion of a huge 
undisclosed 
wealth of Rs. 
792 crore and 
they are still 

searching for more.
A CBDT representative 

noted: “The Income Tax 
department conducted in-
quiries in all the 426 cas-
es among other things by 
making 395 references to 
28 foreign jurisdictions”

Reportedly, the Panama 
Papers consisted details 
of 426 Indians or Person 
with Indian Origin.

 "Based on an analysis of the information 
obtained and the investigation conducted, 

the outcome so far indicates 147 actionable cases 
and 279 non-actionable cases (non-residents or 
no irregularities."

Himangshu Das

Central Board of Direct Taxes 

Nestle, Maggi 
distributors 

fined Rs.62 lakh
The makers of Mag-

gi, Nestle India Limited, 
have been fined a whoop-
ing Rs. 45 lakh by the 
Uttar Pradesh’s district 
administration in Shahja-
hanpur over distributing 
contaminated samples in 
the city. The fine is based 
on the samples collected 

by the district adminis-
tration in Shahjahanpur 
back in 2015.

The district administra-
tion also noted that Nestle 
distributors in the region 
have been fined further 
Rs. 17 lakh, taking the 
total penalty to over Rs. 
62 lakh. 

However, according 
to reports from PTI, the 
company has not yet re-
ceived any legal order yet 
and would file an appeal 
immediately once it re-
ceives the order. 

A Nestle India repre-
sentative commented: 
“While we have not re-
ceived the orders passed 
by the adjudication of-
ficer and also we have 
been informed that the 
samples are of year 2015 
and the issue pertains to 
ash variant in Noodles. 

Therefore, this appears to 
be a case of application 
of incorrect standards 
and we will file an appeal 
urgently once we receive 
the order.”

Maggi was previously 
banned by FSSI in 2015 
after it was found out to 
contain lead beyond per-
missible limits. It had 
to withdraw the product 
from the market. After 
going through legal con-
cerns, Maggi was back 
to the market in the later 
part of the year.

Cyclone Ockhi forecasted to 
hit South India, alert raised
A cyclone warning for 

Lakshadweep islands and 
some parts of Kerala and 
Tamil Nadu has been is-
sued by the India Meteo-
rological Department. 

According to recent 
observations and sat-
ellite updated images, 
a deep depression over 
the Comorin area has 
moved west-northwest-
wards with a high speed 
of 18 kmph in the last few 
hours which are likely to 
increase further into a cy-
clonic storm over the next 
12 to 15 hours.

The IMD has predicted 
heavy to very heavy rain-
fall in the southern-most 
states of Tamil Nadu and 
Kerala in the next com-
ing days which will lead 
to damage in power and 

communication lines as 
a result of broken tree 
branches and even up-
rooting of trees in few ar-
eas, whereas weather will 
worsen in Lakshadweep 
with extremely heavy 
downpour in the next few 
days.

After the news of cy-
clone Ockhi circulated all 
over the country, District 
collectors of the con-

cerned States have de-
clared holidays for school 
and colleges in Nellai, 
Kanyakumari and Thoo-
thukudi districts. 

The fishermen in 
Kanyakumari, Ramesh-
waram, and Tuticorin 
have been asked to stay 
away from the sea waters 
at least till December 1 as 
wind speed is predicted to 
be around 65-70 kmph.

Centre announces monetary 
incentives to surrendered terrorists

The Centre has decided 
to make a bold move to 
offer attractive monetary 
incentives and tight social 
security to the terrorists 
who are willing to sur-
render themselves. How-
ever, the assured money 
could be withdrawn by 
him only after comple-
tion of three years. 

Apart from that, the 
government has also 
promised a monthly sti-
pend of Rs. 2,000 for the 
three years after the sur-
render. The amount may, 
however, be increased as 
talks of it are being held 
currently.

A representative later 
noted: "In today's time, 
the amount of Rs 1.5 lakh 
can’t be of much help 
for a person who just re-

turned to the mainstream 
and has responsibilities 
to fulfill. That is why a 
bigger monetary package 
is being considered along 
with an increment in the 
monthly stipend of Rs 
2,000 per month."

This optimistic move 
of the centre to bring 
terrorists back to their 
ordinary self will aim to 
bring peace and prosper-
ity to Kashmir and the 
whole country. The move 
comes a month after foot-
baller Majid Khan turned 
himself in from LeT. The 
Centre has also bought 
forward other policies to 
reform the security sector 
of the state. 

In addition to policies 
of a multi-pronged crack-
down on jihadis and their 

associated sympathizers 
in the Kashmir valley, the 
Centre has also delivered 
a promise to the locals 
for a better future and 

they are ready to make 
the required investments, 
create jobs and also take a 
hand in the infrastructural 
development of the State.

Maharashtra most Corrupt state, Delhi most Unsafe
After the National 

Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB) released its data, 
Maharashtra found itself 
at the top of the list of 
‘most corrupt state’ in the 
country. This is the third 
consecutive time that the 
financial capital of India 
has topped the dire list.

Reportedly, 1,016 cases 
of corruption were reg-
istered in the year 2016 
which amounted to 22.9 
per cent of the total cor-
ruption cases in India. 
However, the percentage 
has relatively decreased 
from the previous two 

years. 
Odisha came second 

in the same list with 569 
cases of corruption. Kera-
la was third with 430 cas-
es followed by Madhya 
Pradesh (402), and Rajas-
than (387).

In the crimes segment, 
Delhi was listed at the top 
of ‘most unsafe city’ in 
the country among all the 
19 major cities. 

Delhi accumulated to 
nearly 40 per cent of rape 
cases reported, 33 per 
cent crimes against wom-
en, and the highest crime 
rate in 2016. Bangalore 

found themselves on the 
second spot followed by 
Mumbai. 

Delhi also came first in 
the list of crimes against 
foreigners, with 38 cases 

registered in 2016. How-
ever, the number came 
low after 53 cases were 
registered previously in 
2015. Maharashtra was 
second on that list too. 

Pundits have expressed 
that the decrease in num-
bers from previous year is 
an effect of raising aware-
ness among the people of 
the country.

L.K.Advani supports 
Sanjay Bhansali’s ‘Padmavati’

BJP leader L.K.Advani 
has come out in support 
of the much-talked film 
‘Padmavati’. He was one 
of the members of the 
parliamentary panel on 
Information and Tech-
nology who supported 
the release of the film 
and also praised director 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali for 
standing strong over the 
controversy. Bhansali and 
the film’s leading actress 
Deepika Padukone has 

been subjected to several 
threats from all across the 
country by some fringe 
groups. 

Padmavati was sched-
uled for December 1 
release, however, it has 
been postponed due to the 
violence taking place in 
relation to the content of 
the movie in many states.

UP, Rajasthan, and Ma-
harashtra have been the 
most violent regarding 
the movie.

Delhi HC 
warns 
Arnab 

Goswami
The Delhi High Court 

refused to ban journal-
ist Arnab Goswami and 
his Republic TV for air-
ing news or any kind of 
debate on Congress MP 
Shashi Tharoor’s wife 
Sunanda Pushkar’s death 
case, but asked him to re-
spect the current situation 
of the veteran MP. Delhi 
HC Justice Manmohan 
stated that the right to 
air any story cannot be 
taken away from a jour-
nalist but a balance needs 
to be maintained. He 
also asked the channel to 
send an advance notice 
to Shashi Tharoor for his 
personal views before 
airing any news in con-
nection with this case.

Akhilesh 
Yadav to 

follow Yogi’s 
footsteps

Samajwadi Party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav has de-
cided to campaign for the 
Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions polls. He will start 
his campaign by address-
ing the public in Jamna-
gar and will also hold ral-
lies in the State for four 
days starting December 
4. Apart from seeking 
votes for the party's five 
candidates, he will be 
criticising UP CM Yogi 
Adityanath's work so far 
in UP. 
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SuPAm mAheShwArI
FOuNder, FIrSTcry
 Supam Mahesh-

wari is an Alumni 
of IIM Ahmedabad 
and an Engineer 
from Delhi Col-
lege of Engineer-
ing. The 41-year 
old is the inno-
vative founder of 
FirstCry, a compa-
ny based in Pune.
While most of 
the entrepreneurs 
firstly opted for 

employment, Supam directly jumped into the entre-
preneurship circle. After his graduation from IIM, 
he started working on Brainvisa Technologies which 
dealt with instructional design and end-to-end learning 
solutions, and successfully launched the same in 2000.
Brainvisa tasted favourable results in a span of less 
than 8 years. After that, he went on to expand his 
business not only in India but in the US, Europe, and 
Australia. But the company was sold off to a US-based 
group Indecomm Global Services for $25 million in 
2007. 
While Supam was out in the US, he became a father 
but his worked forced him out of the country every 
now and then.  He used to bring products for his newly 
born daughter as he loved the quality of trusted prod-
ucts available there. After he moved out of Brainvisa 
and settled in India, he thrived for those baby products 
for his daughter but unfortunately, due to lack of vari-
ety and enough supply, he never got to avail them in 
the country.
Supam felt that there was a huge demand-supply gap in 
the country’s market for brands which are only on chil-
dren. With further research, he figured that the baby 
and kids industry in India had a turnover of around 
Rs.50,000 Cr and 95 per cent of these sales were of-
fline. 
That was then that the idea came to his mind to create 
a platform which could help people in the country to 
get hold of top-quality kids’ products. With everything 
set, Supam along with his friend Amitava Saha with a 
starting capital of 2.5 crore began BrainBees Solutions 
under which they launched FirstCry in 2010.

dINeSh c. PAlIwAl 
ceO, hArmAN INduSTrIeS

A leader in 
the market of 
premier audio 
and infotain-
ment systems 
for the automo-
tive, consumer 
and profession-
al business, 
Dinesh C. Pa-
liwal is also 
known to have 
made a positive 
impact in the 
world of busi-
ness.  He pre-
viously worked 

at the ABB Group as President Global Markets and 
Technology, before finally moving to Harman group.

Mr. Paliwal is the President and CEO of Harman 
International Industries. Hailing from Agra, Paliwal 
is now well-settled in the US after attaining the US 
citizenship. He has worked and lived in different coun-
tries starting from India to Australia, China, Singa-
pore, Switzerland, and the United States, thus, making 
a global impact. 

Global brand Samsung expressed its intent to ac-
quire the Harman Industries for around $8 billion back 
in November 2016 with a condition that Paliwal would 
still maintain his position after the acquisition. The 
transaction completed in March this year.

In addition to Harman Industries, the 59-year-old 
also serves as a member of the board of Bristol-My-
ers Squibb and Raytheon Company. He has also been 
the Chairman of the National Foreign Trade Council, 
ABB India Ltd., Lummus Global, and as a Director for 
the US China Business Council.

Paliwal was named Metro New York Entrepreneur 
of the Year by Ernst & Young in 2010. He also pos-
sesses the Indian American Achiever Award presented 
by Global Organization of People of Indian Origin.

I hope India Inc. will continue to accentuate their contribute for 
CSR in coming years : PP Chaudhary, MoS Corporate Affairs.

GDP growth rate during the second quarter of 2017-18 at 6.3%, 
up from 5.7% last quarter : Jitender Singh, Indian Politician

With e-commerce services hitting 
the country on full-swing, startups 
have been a trend here. However, it is 
not as easy as it sounds to draw insti-
tutional investor’s interest. Despite 
entry barriers and efficient amount 
of risk, Gurgaon based e-commerce 
supply-chain logistic, Delhivery, has 
managed to make an impact.

After starting in May 2011 with 
five co-founders and a handful of de-
livery boys, the startup is now one of 
the top-funded startups in 2017 with 
over 2,500 employees. It has been 
able to reach all corners of the capital 
city satisfying around 600-clients on 
an everyday basis. 

‘Delhivery’ comes with the aim 
to become the most profitable cus-
tomer-oriented company. It provides 
products and services in view of im-
proving the lives of 3 primary sets of 
customers – consumers, small busi-
nesses, and enterprises.

Delhivery being a brainpart of five 
co-founders — Sahil Barua, Mohit 
Tandon, Bhavesh Manglani, Suraj 
Saharan and Kapil Bharati —started 
its service in Gurgaon and later ex-
panded its operations to NCR region.

Sahil Barua, Co-founder and CEO 
of the company, stated: “Over the 
past three years, we have evolved 
into a complete supply-chain solu-
tions providing core e-commerce 
technology and logistics services for 
everyone in the ecosystem.”

On the pricing segment, Delhivery 
charges Rs. 30-35 to pick and deliver 
a 500 gm parcel in NCR, Rs. 40-45 
for transferring a packet of the same 
weight to metro cities, and Rs. 50 for 
tier-2 and tier-3 cities. 

The so-far successful company 
also plans to extend its tool-kit which 
includes omni-channel services, cus-
tomer/channel analytics, ship-smart, 
and COMS.

Enabling Digital Commerce
startup watch Delhivery

Business
 Walmart Foundation to support 
15,000 Indian farmers

Union Minister for Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Dharmendra Pradhan in an event stated that India 
currently consumes a mere 6% of the world’s energy. 
However, he claimed that it will go up to 25% in the 
next 15 to 20 years given India’s rapid growth. Prad-
han also highlighted the immediate need to provide 
electricity in several villages of the country.

India will use 25% of world’s 
energy

As many as 593 government schools have made it 
compulsory for the teachers to post a selfie inside the 
school premises, through a mobile app –‘e Shiksha 
Ghaziabad’- especially prepared by the District ad-
ministration, to mark their attendance. The app has 
certainly improved the discipline and address the is-
sue of proxy attendance.

Teachers In Ghaziabad to post selfies 
for attendance

Walmart Foundation declared $2 million to Agri-
business Systems International (ASI) to help around 
15,000 small Indian farmers and their household. It 
will provide farmers with knowledge, resources, and 
various services to get hold of the market and expand 
their production.

Buzz

ONGC seeks PM’s help to 
halt Oil Ministry’s move

Oil and Natural Gas 
Corporation (ONGC) 
officers have asked to 
pursue Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s inter-
vention to stall Oil Min-
istry’s decision to sell 
the company’s producing 
oil and gas fields as it is 
more likely that the move 
will result in damaging its 
future prospects for the 
country. The ASTO pre-
sented examples of a dip 
in production at the west-
ern offshore Panna/Muk-

ta fields that were priva-
tised back in the 1990s, 
and Reliance Industries' 
flagging KG-D6 fields to 
state that ONGC has done 
well with its aging fields.

Though the output in 
this sector has shown a 
dip from the peak level 
it used to be in before 30 
years, but still it does ac-
count for a major part of 
the domestic output. 

The Oil Ministry has 
set their eyes on 15 pro-
ducing oil and gas fields 

of ONGC and Oil India 
Ltd for the purpose of 
handing it over to private 
sectors with an aim to 
raise its output. The fields 
have in-place a huge re-
serve of around 791 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil 
along with 333.46 billion 
cubic metres of gas.

Earlier, the Ratna-R se-
ries fields that were hand-
ed over to Essar Oil could 
not bring any output as a 
result of which it was re-
verted back to the ONGC.

GST collection 
falls in October

The Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) collec-
tion took a fall in Octo-
ber after it managed to 
collect Rs. 83,346 crore 
from around 50.1 lakh 
returns in the month. Pre-
viously in September, the 
amount accumulated to 
over Rs. 92,000 Crores. 
The fall in the collection 
is a result of the taxes of 
various commodities be-
ing reduced.

The collections were 
sky-high in the opening 
month of July which col-
lected around Rs. 95,000 
crores, while Rs. 91,000 
crore was collected in 
the following month. In 
September, the collec-
tions went up again to Rs. 
92,150 crore.

The Centre has re-
leased an amount of Rs. 
10,806 crore to the states 
as a compensation for 
July and August and Rs. 

13,695 crore as compen-
sation for September and 
October is being released 
by the Centre.

Since the overall cur-
riculum of taxes on most 
of the commodities has 
come down under GST, 
it would naturally have 
some effect on the reve-
nues of the government.

The Ministry stated that 
despite the shortfall, the 
states’ revenues are being 

fully protected by tak-
ing base year revenue as 
2015-16 and according-
ly, providing a projected 
revenue growth rate of 14 
percent. 

Over 95 lakh tax payers 
have registered under the 
indirect tax reforms, out 
of which around 15 lakh 
payers are in the “com-
position dealers” bracket 
who are required to file 
GST returns every quar-
ter.

Facebook Acquires Video-
editing German Company

Facebook has moved a 
step forward to advance 
its already-trending video 
situates. The social media 
corporation has got the 
hold of  a German com-
pany called ‘Fayteq’ 
which deals in building 
software for video edit-
ing that helps to remove 
and add certain or whole 
objects from captured 
videos using computer 
vision. Facebook didn’t 
disclose any further in-
formation regarding the 
acquisition. The social 

media outfit is planning 
to use the technology 
of the German compa-
ny for object tracking in 
live videos as part of its 
Augmented Reality (AR) 
efforts. Additionally, it 
will also be used to apply 
digital effects to existing 
videos. Fayteq’s expertise 
in video-editing could 
help Facebook strengthen 
out this area of its product 
plans, and its IP and pat-
ents could also help the 
social network own the 
results of its work in AR, 

too.
The startup compa-

ny used to sell plug-ins 
for video editors such as 
'Adobe After Effects' that 
allows video-editors to 
track objects in videos 
and after that add or re-
move objects accordingly 
with help of the tracking 
data.

‘Fayteq’ in a press con-
ference told its customers 
that its products and ser-
vices are no longer avail-
able for purchase in the 
market.

Flipkart founders under 
investigation for ‘cheating’

E-commerce heavy-
weights Flipkart found 
themselves on the wrong 
side of the law when a 
businessman decided to 
lodge an FIR against the 
founders and few offi-
cials of the company.

The businessman has 
claimed that the company 
had cheated an amount of 
Rs. 9.96 crore. He add-
ed that the company was 
supposed to pay him the 
amount of the laptops 
it purchased from his 
‘C-Store Company’.

As per the complaint 
lodged by C-Store Com-
pany’s Naveen Kumar at 

Indiranagar police station 
in Bengaluru, Flipkart has 
been in contract with the 
company for the supply 
of laptops and few other 
electronic devices. It had 
supplied 14,000 laptops 
in the past but payment of 
Rs. 9.96 crore along with 
the shipping charges has 

not been made yet.
The case has been 

registered under several 
sections of IPC. The po-
lice are investigating the 
case. However, Flipkart 
officials have denied any 
such allegations and dis-
missed it as “false and 
baseless”.

Onions 
expected to 
hit record 
high of Rs. 

100/Kg
Due to scarcity of sup-

ply, retail onion prices 
have reached a record 
Rs. 80 per kg in the cap-
ital of India. A similar 
trend can also be seen in 
other states of the coun-
try where it is valued at 
around Rs. 50-60 per kg, 
which has made them the 
most expensive in the 
world. As people have no 
option but to accept the 
soaring high price, things 
may turn worse for them 
as the prices are expected 
to go a level up by next 
week making it an im-
plausible Rs. 100 per kg. 

The average prices at 
Lasalgaon -Maharashtra, 
India's largest wholesale 
onion market, jumped 
around 37 percent to Rs 
4,300 per 100 kg, out-
classing the earlier re-
cord of Rs 3,800 struck 
on 20th December, 2010.

One main reason for 
this convolution is the 
heavy rainfall this year 
which destroyed the 
planted crops in Andhra 
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
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White House to replace top diplomat 
with CIA Chief

We can bomb the whole of US : 
North Korea

After the third launch of an intercontinental bal-
listic missile, North Korean dictator Kim Jong-Un 
declared that his country is now a ‘full nuclear force’ 
with the potential to hit the whole of United States 
of America. The missile is a super large and heavy 
nuclear warhead.

No meeting planned with India : 
Pakistan

The White House has come up with a plan to dis-
continue the services of Secretary of State Rex Tiller-
son and replace him with CIA director Mike Pompeo 
in few weeks. If this happens, Republican Senator 
Tom Cotton would take Mike Pompeo’s place in CIA. 
The re-structure was planned following Tillerson’s 
rift with President Donald Trump.

Pak PM Shahid Khaqan Abbasi expressed concern 
over the latest launch of the cruise missile by India 
and said it was part of the ongoing build-up systems 
by India. However, on occasion of Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation (SCO) summit in Russia, he noted 
there was no meeting scheduled with India.
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Mumbai terror mastermind 
‘Hafiz Saeed’ files petition to the UN

The United Nations was 
left in a state of distress 
when Jamaat-ud-Dawa 
(JuD) chief Hafiz Saeed 
filed a petition in the UN 
to remove his name from 
the deputed list of terror-
ists.

The mastermind behind 
26/11 Mumbai terror at-
tack was left free by the 
Lahore court last week 
after they failed to prove 
him guilty. The attack 
in 2008, which left the 
whole world devastated 

and killed 166 innocents 
including six Ameri-
can citizens, forced the 
United Nations Security 
Council to include him 
on the list of terrorists on 
December 10 of the same 
year. 

The petition of the 
founder of Lashkar-e-Tai-
ba (LeT) was filed via a 
Lahore-based law firm 
‘Mirza and Mirza’ which 
represented him when he 
was under house arrest. 
The Prosecutor General 

for Pakistan in the Na-
tional Accountability 
Bureau and the Advocate 
General of Punjab from 
March 2015 to January 
2016, Navid Rasul Mirza, 
confirmed that his firm 
had filed for Saeed’s plea 
to the United Nations.

A released statement 
from the White House 
stated: "The release of 
Saeed, as a result of Pa-
kistan’s failure to pros-
ecute or charge him, de-
livers a deeply troubling 

message about Pakistan’s 
commitment to battle in-
ternational terrorism and 
belies Pakistani claims 
that it will not provide 
sanctuary for terrorist on 
its soil." “In case Paki-
stan does not take action 
to lawfully detain Saeed 
and charge him for his 
crimes, its inaction will 
have repercussions for 
bilateral relations and for 
Pakistan’s global reputa-
tion," the statement fur-
ther added.

Serious threat in tourists’ 
favourite island Bali

Bali, better known as 
tourists’ favourite island, 
has been hounded by 
Mount Agung which is 
erupting ash thousands 
of metres around 
its diameter. Mount 
Agung started spew-
ing columns of thick 
grey smoke since last 
week.

The authorities of 
Indonesia have fore-
casted that a major 
volcano may be on 
its way to the island 
and issued an or-
der to evacuate all 
people from 10 km 
around the danger 
region.

As per reports from 
the National Mitigation 
Agency, Bali’s interna-
tional airport has been 

shut down for at least 24 
hours until the situation 
neutralizes.

The warning of the vol-
cano was accorded early 

morning as the volcano 
has shifted from steam-
based eruptions to mag-
matic eruptions in no 
time. Though they are not 

sure of the coming time 
happenings but that didn’t 
stop them from giving the 
people of Bali the neces-
sary precautions.

Several tourists were 
stranded in Bali as a mat-
ter of precautions after 
the atrocious sign of a 
volcano. Flights stayed 

canceled meaning for-
eigners had to hold back 
from going home. Seven 
other flights were divert-
ed to nearby places.

Indonesia's Disaster 
Mitigation Agency 
representative stated 
that lahars, which are 
a type of mudflow or 
debris flow composed 
of slurry of rocky de-
bris, and water, could 
increase as it is rainy 
season in Bali. The 
mudflows can move 
at a rate of knots and 
are a frequent killer 
during volcanic erup-
tions.

Mount Agung has 
erupted a volcano on the 
island back in 1963 kill-
ing more than 1,000 in 
the process.

Japan on high alert 
after spotting boat 
with dead bodies

Japan has officially 
asked its surveillance 
team and local authorities 
to be on high alert after an 
incident which saw sev-
eral boats carrying dead 
bodies were found on its 
northern coast. The boats 
are believed to have come 
from North Korea.

Yoshihide Suga, the 
Japanese government 
spokesman, confirmed 
the alertness caused by 
the unaccustomed event 
in the arena. The decision 
was made to safeguard 
the locals and the fisher-
men of the island country. 

He stated: “The govern-
ment intends to improve 
this to ensure we can 
guard against suspicious 
boats or people arriving 
in Japan.”

He further requested 
the local authorities, fish-
ermen and other residents 
to report against any sus-
picious boats or people 

arriving in the country.
The latest boat to be 

found appeared to have 
no flag or other markings 
and was declared to be 
“nationality unclear.” But 
the crude vessel in it with 
its very low gunwale is 
identical to other poorly 

equipped boats often seen 
controlled from North 
Korea.

Previously, police res-
cued eight people be-
lieved to be North Korean 
fishermen who ended up 
stranded along the coun-
tries’ boundaries.

Barack Obama in India 
to inspire Young Leaders

Former US President 
Barack Obama arrived 
in Delhi for a meeting of 
the Obama Foundation. 
During his visit, he is 
likely to meet Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi with 
whom he shares a close 
bond since Obama’s ten-
ure as US President.

Mr. Obama took social 
media medium Facebook 
to state his visit: "I will 
be conducting a town-
hall with young leaders 
of India who can share 
with me some of the 
works they are trying to 
do to make communities 
better and also answer 
questions on how Obama 
Foundation can help."

The townhall is sched-
uled on Friday at 3.45 
in the afternoon where 
the US President will 
interact with more than 
280 young leaders from 
India. The interaction 
will be telecasted live at 
Obama.org, and on the 
Obama Foundation’s of-
ficial Facebook page and 
YouTube channel.

Bilateral relations be-
tween India and the US 

had reached new heights 
under the Obama reign. 
While PM Narendra 
Modi visited the US 
for four times and had 
been hosted at the White 
House, former President 

Obama was the chief 
guest at the Republic 
Day celebrations in 2015, 
months before he demit-
ted office. During the vis-
it, he had even co-host-
ed "Mann ki Baat", the 

Prime Minister's monthly 
radio programme.

Barack Obama is cur-
rently three-nation tour 
starting from India fol-
lowed by brief visits to 
China and France.

Trump criticized 
for his recent 

Twitter activity
US President Donald 

Trump is well known 
for his twitter responses 
and last evening he again 
made the headlines for 
the very same reason. 
This time it was not Hil-
lary Clinton, but British 
Prime Minister Theresa 
May. 

Donald Trump recent-
ly re-tweeted as many as 
three videos posted by 

a leader of a British far-
right group which made 
the extremist group de-
lighted as they were pro-
moted by a leader who 
has more than 43 million 
followers in Twitter. The 
videos had contents titled 
‘Muslim destroys a Stat-
ue of Virgin Mary!’

Several opposition po-
litical figures in Britain 
criticized the act of the 

President. Theresa May 
too didn’t lag behind to 
censure Trump’s acts 
over the social media. 
She said Mr. Trump was 
wrong to share such kind 
of videos among his fol-
lowers.

However, Donald 
Trump decided to reply to 
his adversary and tweet-
ed: "Theresa don’t focus 
on me, focus on the de-

structive Radical Islamic 
Terrorism which is taking 
place within the United 
Kingdom. We are doing 
just fine."

In support of Trump, 
White House spokes-
woman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders stated Mr. Trump 
was only promoting bor-
der security and urged 
that verifying the content 
was not a top concern.

Prince 
Harry to 

marry US 
actress next 

year
The fifth British Prince 

in line is set to marry US 
actress girlfriend Meghan 
Markle. He recently ex-
pressed his thrill after 
announcing that they will 
tie the knot in May 2018. 
The royal wedding will 
take place at St. George’s 
Chapel, Windsor Castle, 
the same place where the 
Prince was christened at 
the age of 3.

The couple has been 
rumoured to be dating 
since summer 2016. 
They got engaged on No-
vember 27 as declared by 
the Prince of Wales. 

Harry proposed earlier 
in November in the most 
romantic way possible, 
and sought and received 
the blessing of Meghan’s 
parents after she happily 
accepted his proposal. 
He himself designed the 
engagement ring using a 
diamond from Botswana 
along with two stones 
from Princess Diana’s 
jewellery collection.

Muslim Population to Grow
According to a study 

published on Thursday, 
the Muslim population in 
Europe will continue to 
grow over the next sever-
al decades, even if all im-
migration to the continent 
would stop.

The Pew Research Cen-
ter report has modeled the 
best three scenarios for 
estimating the number of 
Muslims who would be 
living in Europe by 2050. 

All three used a year-
2016 estimate of 25.8 
million as the baseline, 
but assumed different 
future migration rates of 

population.
The study report esti-

mated 58.8 million Mus-
lims would accumulate 
for 11.2 percent of the 
population in a medium 
migration scenario. In 
the high migration sce-
nario, the study projected 
75 million Muslims in 
Europe, a 14 percent in-
crease.

Even with the utmost 
immigration, the Muslims 
would still be relatively 
smaller than the popula-
tions of both Christians 
and people with no reli-
gion in Europe.
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South African 
crowned Miss 
Universe 2017

AX I S 
Theater of Plan-
et Hollywood 

hosted the Miss Universe 
2017 on Sunday evening 
in Las Vegas. The three-
hour long event was host-
ed by Steve Harvey and 
American supermodel 
Ashley Graham. Miss 
South Africa Demi-Leigh 
Nel-Peters prevailed 
tough competition to be 
crowned the Miss Uni-
verse 2017. Her charis-
matic beauty and intel-
ligent mind helped her 
overcome Miss Colom-

bia Laura Gonzalez 
(first runner-up) and 

Miss Jamaica Davina 
Bennett (second run-

ner-up) for the coveted 
crown. At the age of 22, 
Demi-Leigh re-
cently complet-
ed her degree in 
Business Manage-
ment from North-
West University. 
Her intelligence 
was checked in 
the Q&A round 
where she was 
asked about the 
most important 
plight women face in their 
workplace. In response, 
Demi-Leigh was quick to 
answer that inequality is 
a major issue in the work-

place. She further added 
that women earn 75% of 
what men are being paid 
apparently for the same 
job and while working for 
the same number of hours 

which is not right. 

Miss Co-
lombia and Miss Jamaica 
too presented their an-
swers in an elegant way 
but it was Miss South 

Africa who came out 
ahead in that round. The 
judges for the prestigious 
event were Former Miss 
Universe Wendy Fitzwil-
liam and Pia Wurtzbach, 
YouTube sensation Lele 

Pons, E!’s Ross 
Mathews, Top 
Model‘s Jay 
Manuel and 
Megan Ol-
ivi from Fox 
Sports. Top 
13 finalists of 
the competi-
tion were Thai-
land, Sri Lanka, 
Ghana, Spain, 

Ireland, Croatia, Great 
Britain, USA, Brazil, 
Canada, Philippines, 
Venezuela, and China.

6 Destinations you must visit this New Year
New Year is round the corner and it’s high time to plan your destination. Take a break from 
your monotonous life as it’s important to start the New Year in a happy mood in the presence of 
your dear ones. India is a host to a number of beautiful destinations and while you may be busy 

packing your bags, we help you with the 7 best destinations that you need to choose from.

Goa

The best place to go this New year is India’s own las Ve-
gas –‘goa’. martin garrix, hardwell, and david guet-
ta are all set to light up the Sunburn festival this winter. 
with beer at its cheapest price and such edm crowd 
favourites near the beach, you better not miss the vibe.

You will find Kasol less crowded at this time of the 
year, perfect to spend your New year with your fam-
ily or better half. don’t forget to get high on life and 
nature in this scenic mountains covered with snow.

Kasol

UdaipurA New year in 
the city of lakes 
is not a bad idea. 
Filled with nat-
ural beauty and 
wonderful ef-
forts of mankind, 
udaipur makes 
it to the list. 
don’t forget to 
get a touch of the 
Aravalli hills.

Meet Don Parrish –the man 
who has traveled 852 countries
Don Parrish is the only human to have 

traveled 852 countries out of the 875 
in the globe. There are countries that 

Google Maps find it onerous to locate, but 
Don Parrish has been there exploring the land. 
He made news in 2011 when he reached the 
Chesterfield Islands filled with stormy seas and 
strong rains located somewhere between Aus-
tralia, New Caledonia, and Papua New-Guinea 
in the Pacific Ocean. A place no people even in 
their dreams would have thought to include in 
their bucket-list. They are tiny chunks of land, 
rocky outcrops for the most part, uninhabited 
save for the sea birds that use them as resting 
places. He stated traveling to such places and 
exploring them gives him an utmost form of 
satisfaction. He never stopped hopping after 
he started in 1971. No one has ever visited as 
many places and unknown territories as him. In 
his hall room hangs a map of the world which 
he wishes to put a tick in after completing his 
travel to all the countries around the globe. 

He describes his personal website 
as a celebration of his life.  He 
studied 4 languages in his col-
lege, and has spent a splendid 
8 years outside the US travel-
ing or working. He has made a 
record 60 trips to Japan spend-
ing a total of 22 months there. 
Egypt, Easter Islands, Galapagos 
Islands, Uzbekistan, Ethiopia and 
Bhutan top his list of favourite des-
tinations. We certainly wish 
he will complete the 
remaining parts 
of the world 
before he de-
cides to hang 
up his boots. 
A traveler 
in the true 
sense, in-
deed!

Mcleodganj

m o n a s t e r y , 
sightseeing, small 
treks, good food 
and beautiful cafes 
define this part of 
himachal Pradesh. 
remember to 
chill out with your 
friends or fami-
ly in the famous 
‘Shiva café’ near 
bhagsunath falls.

The pleasure of being in a beach is felt 
when you are in gokarna. A dance on the 
not-so-crowded along the sea waves would 
define a perfect evening for you and your 
companions. gokarna beach, Paradise 
beach, Om beach are the must go places.

Gokarna

Jaisalmer

camping and a visit to sand 
dunes with the local festivals in 
full swing will be a treat for you in 
the New year. The combination 
of cool breeze and bonfire along 
with a dance under the blanket of 
stars makes it a trip to remember.

A profession that helps Dr Sandra Lee 

to earn from YouTube videos
Sandra Lee, better known by her 

YouTube name Dr. Pimple Pop-
per, is a board-certified derma-
tologist, skin cancer surgeon, and 
cosmetic surgeon from California. 

She got fame from her You-
Tube Channel which currently 
has over 3 million subscribers. 
Well, at first she never thought 
people would appreciate her work 
being published on YouTube, so 
she simple uploaded her TV seg-
ments and cutting edge cosmetic 
surgery techniques. Eventually, 
she started sharing on site pim-
ple-popping videos which gradual-
ly became viral around the world.

Ms. Pimple Popper, in a re-
cent interview, stated that 
pimple-popping operations 
would make gain her 
fame was the last thing 
she believed. The 
beautiful woman 
once claimed that 
her YouTube 
channel could 
easily bring 
in hun-
dreds of 
t h o u -
s a n d s 
of dol-
lars every 
year. From then till now, she has 
made a million people obsessed 

with her videos. Reports sug-
gest that people travel from all 
around the world to get popped.

“I call myself a born-again 
popaholic,” she said. “My fa-
ther’s a dermatologist, so I 
definitely knew about skin and 
we had textbooks sitting around 
the house. I have visions of 
photos burned into my memory 
that I would see around the house. 
It was really kind of normal.”

However, she has limited her au-
dience to only watch her videos for 
sole satisfaction purpose, and not 
try anything of such kind 

by themselves. 
She quoted: 

"When I'm 
doing it, I'm 
doing it as 
clean and 
as pain-
less as 
possible 
and I'm 

finishing 
the whole 

thing. If 
somebody 
is doing it 
at home, 

I know they 
are not get-

ting it all out. A lot of times it's 
not sterile and could get infected.”

S h e 
urged her follow-
ers not to try popping by them-
selves, as they might not have 
any as for how to stop if infected. 

In case a blackhead needs to be 
cleared, the area in which the sur-
gery would be done must be clean, 
your hands should be cleaner and 
using of sterile instruments is ad-
visable. She also suggested that if 
something needs to be squeezed out 
and it’s not coming out, you need 
to stop from further processing. 

She also said that she is not teach-
ing people how to do it. She wants 
people to know that she is only try-
ing to educate people with the tech-
niques used for her work so as to 
make it look simple and satisfactory.

Lee is also engaged in cre-
ating her own skin care prod-
ucts which she believes to be 
noble and worth every penny.

Latest Happenings from the Fashion World

This week, Victoria’s Secret shined at 
Shanghai where top models from all 
around the world took the stage for lin-

gerie brands. Later they went out for a photo 
shoot in a near- by jungle where they 
stripped off to show their sizzling 
bodies. In another part of the 
world, the news of Kendall 
Jenner de- t h r o n i n g 
G i s e l e Bundchen 
to become the Forbes’ 
highest paid model of 
the year p l u c k e d 
the week’s headlines 
in the f a s h i o n 
globe. In London, 
Tom Ford o p e n e d 
its first standalone 
beauty store in the city, 
while Funmi Fetto be-
came a Vogue contributing 
editor with her report in which 
she researched about the best high-
lighters that the best for your dark skin. 
M e a n w h i l e , the extravaganza –Fash-

ion Awards 2017- will be held on December 4 
at Royal Albert Hall in collaboration with 
Swarovski. The Awards show will also 
support the pledge of BFC in 2016 to raise 
£10 million in a span of 10 years to edu-
cate the talented young people who aspire 
to make in big in this industry. 

           The nominees for the awards 
are Model of the Year –Adwoa 
Aboah, Bella Hadid, Gigi Hadid, 

Kaia Gerber, and Winnie Har-
low; Designer of the Year 
–Alessandro Michele for 
Gucci, Jonathan Anderson 
for Loewe, Maria Grazia 

Chiuri for Dior, Phoe-
be Philo for Celine, 
and Raf Simons for 
Calvin Klein; Ac-
cessories Designer 
of the Year –Alessan-
dro Michele for Gucci, 

Anthony Vaccarello for Saint Laurent, Demna 
Gvasalia for Balenciaga, Jonathan Anderson 
for Loewe, and Stuart Vevers for Coach.
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Virat Kohli wants pay hike for Indian cricketers
Indian Cricket team skipper Virat Kohli is 

reasonably not impressed with the current 
pay scale of the cricketers and has asked for a 
greater share of wealth ahead of the contract 
talks that is scheduled to take place this week.

The Indian squad has closely watched 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) in New Delhi cementing a grand 
new television deal in last month. As a re-
sult of which, the governing board will re-
ceive a staggering $2.5 billion from Rupert 
Murdoch’s Star India channel who has of-
ficially signed a contract to telecast the In-
dian Premier League from 2018 to 2022.

Previously, the cricketers’ contract saw 
a hike with top players in Group A earning 
Rs. 2 crores per year. The contract of all 
the players expired last month and a 
meeting is scheduled to discuss the 
norms later this week. Captain 
Kohli along with MS Dhoni will 
lead the pack to confer about 
the hike with BCCI adminis-
trator Vinod Rai in New Delhi. 

The national squad has three 
salary divisions with Kohli and 
other senior players grouped 
at the top followed by rest.

Pankaj Advani wins 
World Snooker 
Championship

Arjuna Awardee Pankaj 
Advani made his pres-
ence felt on the global 
stage once again with a 
terrific performance to 
defeat Amir Sarkhosh 
of Iran in the finals and 

claim yet another ti-
tle at the IBSF World 
Snooker Championship. 

32-year-old Advani 
overcame Amir 8-2 as 

19-71, 79-53, 98-23, 
69-62, 60-05, 0-134, 75-
07, 103-4, 77-13, 67-47 
in the final and got his 
hands on his 18th World 
Championship title at the 
Al-Arabi Sports Club. 

He took the attacking 
route but backed it up 
with tight safety in the 
later stage of the game. 

The final saw Ira-

nian Amir pocketing 
the first frame and he 
looked equally strong in 
the second frame also. 

But a surprising missed 
green pot gave Advani 
the chance to recover and 

thereon he lapped it to go 
neck-to-neck with Amir. 
The Champion never 
looked back from there 
and pocketed the game.

Ranji Trophy quarterfinals 
from Dec 7, TN knocked out

The last eight teams 
for the quarter-finals 
of the ongoing Ran-
ji Trophy are finally 
fixed with the group 
stage ending this week. 

The country’s first-class 
tournament produced 
some terrific group stage 
matches. Whereas every 
bigwig made it to the 
knock-out round, former 
champions Tamil Nadu 
failed to make it through.  

In Group A, Karnata-
ka came out as the best 
team after thrashing Rail-
ways by 209 runs with K 
Gowtham picking 7 for 
72. Delhi qualified for the 

quarters as the second best 
team as they picked three 
vital points in their last 
match against Hyderabad. 
In another encounter of 
the group, Maharashtra 
got the better of Assam. 

In Group B, defending 
champions Gujarat beat 
Jharkhand by 10 wick-
ets to qualify as the top 
team from the group. In 
another game, Kerala 
registered an easy win 
against Haryana to join 
Gujarat in the quarters. 
This is the first ever time 
that Kerala has quali-
fied to the next round.

In Group C, Madhya 
Pradesh after overcoming 
Odisha at Indore qual-

ified for the quarter-fi-
nals along with Mumbai. 
Tamil Nadu, however, 
showed disappointment 
in the field as they un-
expectedly failed to go 
through to the next round. 

In Group D, Bengal 
and Vidarbha success-
fully made it to the next 
round as both teams 
outclassed Goa and HP 
respectively.  The quar-
ter-finals will commence 
from December 7 with 
heavyweights Karnataka 
clashing with Mumbai, 
Delhi against Madhya 
Pradesh, Kerala will face 
Vidarbha, and defending 
champions Gujarat will 
clash against Bengal.

Mid-week Premier League Report
Week 14 matches were 

played mid-week and 
Manchester City still sits 
comfortably at the top 
after a hard-fought win 
against Southampton. 
Raheem Sterling came 
to rescue once again 
with a winning strike in 
the last few seconds of 
injury time, after Kev-
in de Bruyne’s opening 
goal lead was canceled 
out by Oriol Rameu. 

Arsenal went savage 
at the Emirates Stadi-
um to complete a 5-0 
thrashing of Huddersfield 
Town. The match was 
dominated by the Gun-
ners with Giroud scoring 
a brace and Lacazette, 
Sanchez and Ozil find-
ing the net once each.  

Mohamed Salah con-
tinued his dream run with 
Liverpool by netting a 

brace after coming off the 
bench to beat Stoke City 
3-0. Sadio Mane scored 
the opening goal in the 
17th minute of the match.

 Manchester United 
registered a comfortable 
4-2 away win against 
Watford, credit to Ash-
ley Young’s brilliant 

brace, to stick behind 
City in the league table.

A late strike from Harry 
Kane was not enough to 
help Tottenham Hotspur 

from losing to a spir-
ited Leicester City. 
Jamie Vardy finally 
looked in touch this 
season after a terrif-
ic goal in the early 
stages of the match. 
On the other hand, 
the 2-1 defeat of 
Spurs helped Burnley 
overtake them in the 
league table after they 
got the better of Bour-
nemouth by the same 
goal margin courtesy 
of goals from Cris 

Wood and Robbie Brady.
Wayne Rooney’s hat-

trick helped Everton 
hammer West Ham Un-
tied 4-0. The demolish-
ment meant David Moy-
es’ return to Goodison 
Park not to be a cheerful 
one. In another match, 
Chelsea overcame Swan-
sea City 1-0, West Brom 
played out a 2-2 draw 
with Newcastle United.

Himangshu Das

2017-18 Premier League Points Table
manchester city : 40
manchester united : 32
chelsea : 29
Arsenal : 28
liverpool : 26

burnley : 25
Tottenham hotspur : 24
watford : 21
leicester city : 17
b & h Albion : 17

Himangshu Das

War of words continues as England 
set for a comeback in the Second Test

Australia and En-
gland are all set to clash 
in the second test start-
ing from December 2 
at the Adelaide Oval. 
The Aussies complete-
ly outclassed the En-
glishmen in the open-
ing test at Gabba and 
won it by 10 wickets. 
Steve Smith led from 
the front scoring 141 
runs in the first innings. 

England stood little 
chance of winning after 
they posted a target of 
just 169 runs. David War-
ner’s 87 runs and debu-
tant Cameron Bancroft’s 

82 runs were enough to 
take them over the line.

England will, however, 
look to keep the memory 
of the first match away 
from their preparations 
for the next one as they 
get ready to give a strong 

fight to the Kangaroos.
The war of words has 

begun even before the 
start of the series and re-
cently, Australian spinner 
Nathan Lyon threw down 
an open challenge to En-
gland’s batsmen to go af-

ter his bowling. Lyon, 
who managed to pick 5 
wickets in the first test, 
was brave enough to 
post a challenge to hit 
him out of the attack.

The 30-year-old had 
an impressive econo-
my at Gabba conced-
ing less than 2.5 runs 
per over as tourist 
batsmen failed to get 

a hold on his bowling.
Australia would like to 

make it 2-0 at Adelaide 
while England would 
expect its big names 
to step up on the occa-
sion and level the series.

mirabai chanu wins maiden 
gold for India at 2017 wwc

Mirabai Chanu from 
Manipur had bought In-
dia its second-ever gold 
medal at the 2017 World 
Weightlifting Cham-
pionship after Karnam 
Malleswari achieved the 
same feat back in 1995. 

This terrific win will 
help Chanu erase her for-
gettable outing at the Rio 
Olympics. She won the 
gold medal at the Cham-
pionship held at Anaheim, 
USA, by lifting a total of 
194 kg in the 48 kg sec-
tion which is considered 
an enormous achieve-
ment by an Indian player.

The 23-year-old suc-
cessfully lifted 85 kg in 
Snatch and 109 kg in 
Clean and Jerk to notch 
up a new national record. 
Tears of joy rolled down 

her cheeks after 
seeing the tricolor 
from the covet-
ed podium at the 
marquee event.

Chanu, who 
is currently em-
ployed with the 
Indian Railways, 
defeated Thai-
land’s Sukcharoen 
Thunya who had 
a total lift of 193 
kg. Colombi-
an Segura Ana 
Iris bagged the 
bronze medal af-
ter lifting 182 kg.

Mirabai Chanu 
expressed her joy 
after winning the 
medal: "I owe a lot 
to my coach Vijay Shar-
ma for this medal as we 
have worked really hard 

for this and hopefully, 
I’ll be able to replicate 
this in Tokyo in 2020."

Meanwhile, Sanjita 
Chanu from India fin-
ished fifth in her category.

India aim to equal record in 
the final test against Lankans

India will look to 
continue their terrific 
form when they take on 
struggling Sri Lanka in 
the third and final test 
on Saturday (Decem-
ber 2) at Delhi. With a 
win, India will equal 
the record of ninth con-
secutive series victory.

Indian batsmen were 
in sublime form in the 

last match with as many 
as four batsmen scoring 
centuries against a tooth-
less Lankan bowling at-
tack. India, who thrashed 
Sri Lanka to a 9-0 home 
whitewash across all for-
mats earlier this year, are 
unlikely to take their foot 
off the winning acceler-
ator in Delhi before they 
leave for a tough series 

against South Africa.
Meanwhile, the track 

at Delhi's Feroz Shah 
Kotla is likely to pro-
vide assist to fast bowl-
ers with its green patch 
as captain Kohli wants 
the series to end in such 
a pitch which will give 
them a glance of what is 
to come when they face 
the Proteas at their home.

Pakistan off-spinner 
Saeed Ajmal retires
Pakistan’s Saeed 

Ajmal has decided 
to hang up his boots 
with a heavy heart. 
At the age of 40, 
Ajmal is considered 
as one of the most 
successful spinners 
of the generation. 
He finished with 
178 wickets in 35 
test matches. He 
was in controver-
sy for his bowling 
action since 2009. 
Though retired, he 
assured to remain 
in touch with the 
sport by coach-
ing young talents.

In the last inter-
view, he expressed sadly 
about the lack of sup-
port he received from 
his board regarding his 

bowling action contro-
versy: “I am retiring with 
a heavy heart because 
firstly I think the ICC’s 
protocol is too harsh. If 

all bowlers today play-
ing international cricket 
are tested I am sure at 
least 90 percent will fail 
to clear this protocol.”

Tiger wood 
returns

Tiger Woods returned 
from injury at the Hero 
World Challenge in the 
Bahamas as he flashed 
a fist pump and seemed 
less bothered about his 
recovered back pain. 
The former world num-
ber one was compet-
ing for the first time in 
10 months as he had a 
spinal fusion surgery.

Woods in an interview 
state: “I didn't know what 
I could do. I've been 
playing a lot of holes at 
home, still it is little dif-
ferent when you have to 
tee it up in a tournament."

barca draw 
with Valencia, 
madrid win
After week 13, Barce-

lona sits at the top of La 
Liga table after an out-
standing 1-1 draw with 
second-placed Valencia. 
Messi’s sublime assist 
saw Alba finding the back 
of the net after Valencia 
took the lead early in the 
second half. Real Madrid 
won their match against 
Malaga 3-2 with Ron-
aldo finally scoring one 
from the penalty spot.

In another match, 
Atletico Madrid ham-
mered Levante 5-0. 
Real remained fourth in 
the table with 27 points 
while their neighbors 
claimed the third spot 
with a better goal differ-
ence. Sevilla managed 
to escape with a 3-2 win 
against a formidable 
Villarreal side to remain 
fifth in the table with 25 
points followed by Vil-
larreal with 21 points.

“Unlike reports that players want share from the IPL 
broadcast revenue, they have never ever said anything 

like that. Yes, they have spoken about a respectable rise. The 
COA also understands that 
their payment structure needs 
a revision”
A senior BCCI representative
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