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Delhi Police's bomb dis-
posal squads is set to obtain 
universally used Bomb De-
tection and Disposal Sys-
tems with latest technology 
to minimise risks involved 
in such operations. 
The bomb disposal de-
partment being one of the 
most critical units in the 
force isn’t amongst the 
best trained or equipped 
till date. This task has been 
called in at priority basis, 
hence gives hope of quick 
improvements in bomb 
disposal capabilities of the 
capital’s police force.
These systems range from 
remotely operated vehicles 
to bomb blankets. Some 
gadgets are already with 
the police but the police 
still need some important 
upgrades to make the unit 
fully competrent with the 

existing threats. 
The police is acquiring 
electronic stethoscopes to 
detect timers using oscil-
lating waves, and innova-
tive 'hook and line' sets to 
defuse bombs. A telescopic 
manipulator is also being 
obtained as it helps in pro-
viding greater safety to the 
bomb crew by maximising 
the standstill distance.
South, southeast and cen-
tral police districts of New 
Delhi have bomb disposal 
squads and the rest have 
bomb disposal teams. Each 
year, these teams handle 
around 2,500 calls of sus-
picious objects every year 
with approximately five to 
six per day. Presently, Delhi  
Police is dependent on NSG 
or Army Bomb Squads to 
handle such situations in 
Delhi.

Bomb Squads to get upgraded
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Govt. plans Special Purpose Vehicle
 to rid Air India of debts

The government has been 
considering an option to 
transfer all the debt and as-
sets of Air India into a Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 
making the national carrier 
a debt-free company.
Jayant Sinha, Minister of 
state for aviation along with 
the Air India and the bank 
officials discussed the pos-
sibilities of the same and 
have commenced working 
on the modalities.  
Apparently, this plan is an 
alternative to the previous  
plan, according to which a 
part of airline’s loans were 

to be converted into eq-
uity and banks being given 
board level representation 
in the airline.
Ashwani Lohani, Air India 
CMD informed that it is 
difficult for AI to become 
profitable until the debt 
baggage is taken off.
As per the data procured, 
Air India has a debt of about 
Rs. 45,000 crore on its bal-
ance sheet bifurcated into 
Rs. 14,000 crore as aircraft 
loans, and the rest Rs. 7,500 
crore as the working capi-
tal funds that include Non-
Convertible Debentures.



Trump signs revised 
travel ban order

US President Donald 
Trump signed yet anoth-
er executive order ban-
ning immigration from six 
Muslim-majority countries. 
Although Iraq has been 
dropped from January's 
previous order for now.
On the good side, the ban, 
which will take effect from 
March 16, exempts citizens 
of the six banned countries 
who are legal US perma-
nent residents or have valid 
visas to enter the US. It also 
includes those whose visas 
were revoked during the 
original implementation of 
the ban.
The new measures intends 
on blocking citizens of 
Syria, Iran, Libya, Soma-
lia, Sudan and Yemen from 
obtaining visas for at least 

90 days. The order also 
suspends the admission of 
refugees into the US for 
120 days. 
The ban came in six weeks 
after Trump's original ex-
ecutive order which report-
edly caused a lot of chaos 
at airports before being 
blocked out by the US Fed-
eral Courts. 
US Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions stated that the 
ban has been incorporated 
keeping in mind the na-
tion's security. They feel 
that by allowing the entry 
of such people who are 
looked upon as a threat 
by their own governments 
doesn’t make any sense 
to allow them inside the 
US under lax immigration 
rules.

1,577 professors 
ordered to resign

6,000 military 
officers arrested

8,777 
interior ministry 
staff dismissed

3,000 judges 
suspended

3million workers’ 
annual leave 
suspended

9,000 cops 
sacked

24 radio & TV 
stations licences 

revoked

1,500 
finance ministry 

staff fired

15,200 
teachers sacked

257 
prime minister’s 

office staff sacked
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President Kalam, the Musician

President Kalam, the Youth Hero

President Kalam, the Missile Man




