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Taiwan to route more spending
on defense sector

Credit Ratings to consider 
Education Loans in rankings

SC pulls up Mamata govt. to modify 
plea  against Aadhar linking PG #2 PG #3

Tamil Nadu will become 
an example for social 
justice once again.
For today, Kerela shows 

the way.

#KabulBlast- I have 
spoken to Indian 
Ambassador Shri Vohra 
Manpreet. He has 
informed me that all 

Indians there are safe.

Luckily this game 
happened to be in Delhi. 
This is perhaps one way 
that God rewarded me 
for all the hard work I 
have put in over the last 
8-9 years.

Kamal Hassan,

Ashish Nehra, Ex-Indian Cricketer

Congratulations to 
Karnataka’s first woman 
DG-IGP Neelamani 
N Raju on her 
appointment. Wish her 
a successful tenure in 
the post.
Siddaramaiah, Chief Minister of Karnataka

quote

unquote

When women leaders 
like me do not feel the 
inequality, we tend to 
forget that something is 
not working.
Ida Auken, 
Member of the Danish Parliament

Ashish Nehra bids adieu 
to all forms of Cricket

Ashish Nehra played 
his farewell match at 
the Feroz Shah Kotla on 
Wednesday and retired 
from all forms of crick-
et after India deafeated 
New Zealand in the first 
T20 in Delhi. With this, 
he ended his 18 year long 
career. 

He ended his career 
on the same ground 
from where he started he 
played his first Ranji Tro-
phy game 20 years back. 
Nehra made his debut in 
1999 under the captaincy 

of Mohammad Azharud-
din and throughout his 
career he played 17 tests, 
120 ODIs, 26 T20 inter-
nationals. In his career 
he picked 44 Test, 157 

ODIs and 34 T20 wick-
ets. He was also a part 
of 2011 World cup win-
ning squad with a match 
changing performance 
in the semi-finals against 

Pakistan. However he 
missed the finals due to a 
finger fracture. 

Meanwhile Yuvraj 
Singh poured his heart 
out on Facebook and 
called him a true friend 
and his retiring as an 
‘emotional moment’. He 
revealed in his long post 
that Ashish Nehra, in his 
long span, had undergone 
11 surgeries- elbow, hip, 
ankle, finger, both knees 
to name a few. He further 
added that what kept him 
going was his hard work 
and the burning desire to 
do well.

Suvi Srivastava

NTPC Unchahar blast 
kills 25, injures 100

Raebareli NTPC’s Un-
chahar plant suffered 
a massive explosion 
ripping a boiler, which 
killed 25 and injured 
scores of people in the 
causality. The accident 
involved a 500MW boil-
er of the plant’s brand 
new Unit 6, which was 
commissioned just 6 
months ago. 

While the PSU, in its 
official response, main-
tained that the accident 
was triggered by “hot flue 
gases ad steam” coming 
from the said unit, while 
a close source revealed 
that it was caused by a 
blast in the boiler unit. 

The bodies of the 
workers who were in the 
vicinity of Unit 6 at that 
time were flung several 

meters from the site be-
cause of the intensity of 
the blast.

UP CM Yogi Adiya-
nath has ordered Rs 2 
lakh compensation for 
the families of those who 
were killed, Rs 50,000 
for the majorly injured 
workers and Rs 25,000 
for other injured. 

The NTPC manage-

ment has set up an in-
quiry to investigate the 
reasons for the accident. 

Union Power Minis-
ter RK Singh expressed  
deep regret at the loss of 
lives and said he had di-
rected NTPC Chairman 
and Managing Director 
Gurdeep Singh to rush to 
the site and look into the 
matter.

New York Terrorist attack 
was planned a year ago

The city witnessed a 
terror attack on Tues-
day, reminding people 
of the 9/11 strike, when 
a truck plows through a 
bike path killing 8 and 
injuring 11 in the attack. 
The suspect drove a rent-
al truck into a pedestrian 
and bike path along the 

Hudson River in Lower 
Manhattan in New York.

The 29 year old sus-
pect, Sayfullo Saipov, 
is an immigrant who 
moved to the US legally 
from Uzbekistan in 2010. 

He is charged with pro-
viding material support 
to ISIS, violence and de-
struction of motor vehi-
cles. Saipov appeared in 

the court in a wheel chair, 
as he was shot in his ab-
domen and is undergoing 
treatment in the Hospital, 
didn’t enter a plea.  

President Donald 
trump tweeted that he 
should be giving a death 
penalty for his dreadful 
task. 

The suspect decided to 
conduct a truck attack to 
inflict maximum dam-
age against civilians and 
therefore he chose Hal-
loween as he expected 
more civilians to be on 
street for holidays. 

He was planning this 
attack since a year and 
decided to use a truck 
just two months ago.

Airtel to shut 3G services as 
4G business gets stronger

Airtel has decided to 
bring down the services 
of its phenomenal 3G 
services, which was once 
hailed as the fastest for 
data downloads. The 
high speed 4G services 
are increasingly defining 
the mobile ecosystem 
across the country.

The stiff competition 
from Reliance Jio, which 
is a 4G only service, is 
one of the main reasons 
for stopping the 3G ser-
vices. Gopal Vittal, CEO 
of Airtel’s India opera-
tions, said investments 
in 3G are being scaled 
down and the company 
is now working on strate-
gies to make the 3Gspec-

trum (2,100 MHz) best 
suitable for 4G services. 

The 2G network, 
which is used mostly for 

voice operations, will 
still survive in India for a 
longer duration, as stated 
by Mr Vittal. A majority 
of low cost devices, es-

pecially in smaller towns 
and rural areas, are still 
2G phones. Thus, 2G 
services still have some 

length left in the country, 
3G services will be shut 
down soon as 4G prices 
are also at the same level 
as 3G tariffs.

BJP leader seeks minority status for Hindus
An advocate and BJP 

leader, Ashwini Kumar 
Upadhyay, based out of 
Delhi, filed a Public In-
terest Litigation (PIL) in 
the apex court on Tues-
day, seeking a grant on 
minority status to Hin-
dus in eight states of the 
country. 

He is seeking a mi-
nority status in the states 
where the Hindu popula-
tion has fallen according 

to the 2011 census. These 
states in question are 

Lakshwadeep (2.5%), 
Mizoram (2.75%), Naga-

land (8.75%), Me-
ghalaya (11.53%), 
Jammu and Kash-
mir (28.44%), 
Arunachal Pradesh 
(29%), Manipur 
(31.39%) and Pun-
jab (38.40%).

The leader said 
that the Hindus are 
being deprived of 
their minority rights 
illegally and arbi-
trarily to the ma-

jority population in these 
states. 

He was agitated that 
neither the state nor the 
central governments 
have notified them as a 
‘minority’ under the Na-
tional Commission for 
Minorities Act 1992.

The petition also poses 
a challenge to a central 
government notification 
of 23rd October 1993 un-
der which five commu-
nities- Muslims, Chris-
tians, Sikhs, Buddhists 
and Parsis- were notified 
as minority communities.

Suvi Srivastava

Bharti Airtel ups 
FY18 investment 
to Rs. 25,000 Cr
Bharti Airtel is in news 

for quite some days with 
several iconic decisions 
by it and its parent com-
pany. In lieu of their 4G 
business running and 

giving profits in full 
swing, Airtel will strive 
to acquire more market 
share in its next level of 
planning.  

Airtel is planning to in-
vest $3.9 billion in India 
in 2017-18, with the big-
gest chunk of this being 
used to build the Telco’s 
4G capacity, a top execu-
tive at the firm told. This 
figure is a quarter more 
than its initial forecast. 

This boost in the capital 
expenditure has come 
when the Indian telecom 
market is facing a strong 
competition from reli-
ance Jio.

Mobile internet traf-
fic is rapidly growing in 
India as more users are 
upgrading and getting 
aware to the latest tech-
nologies. 

Airtel feels that this 
is the right time and op-
portunity to activate its 
4G rollout in terms of 
coverage and also build 
additional capacity in ex-
isting geographies along 
with fiber connectivity.

Major IT companies to 
reduce employee strength

The Indian IT industry, 
the biggest job creator in 
the organized sector, is 
taking the biggest conse-
quential shift in recruit-
ment trends across com-
panies. 

Except HCL Tech and 
TCS, all major IT firms 
are going to see a de-
cline in their employees’ 
strength, with Cognizant 
being at the top record-
ing the sharpest decline 

of over 5000 employees 
fom its rolls.

Several factors are 
at work for this move 
among the companies. 
The path-breaking shift 
towards automation and 
digitization is making 
many jobs at entry level 
redundant. Companies 
are utilizing their em-
ployee skills to the op-
timum and thus keeping 
fewer people on bench. 

In the traditional spac-
es of application devel-
opment & maintenance 
and infrastructure main-
tenance, growth is down. 
And while companies are 
looking forward to hire 
people with specialized 
skills in data science, 
machine learning, artifi-
cial intelligence etc, the 
growth rate in these spac-
es does not necessitate 
large scale hiring.

Risk of Nuclear war 
at its highest in years

The head of a global 
watchdog has told an in-
ternational news agency 
that the world is closer to 
a nuclear war than it has 
been for years. 

The person fears that 
enough has not been 
done to persuade coun-
tries to sign and ratify 
the Comprehensive Test 

Ban Treaty and that the 
tension over North Korea 
is tricking the situation 
towards a deadliest Nu-
clear War. The Compre-
hensive Test Ban Treaty 
Organisation monitors 
the world for evidence of 
nuclear tests. This treaty 
has been signed and rati-
fied by 166 countries. 

South Indian Actor

Myanmar leader makes her first 
visit to Rohingya heartland

In the wake of the Ro-
hingya crisis situation in 
Myanmar, Aung San Suu 
Kyi, a noble laureate and 
Myanmar’s leader, along 
with Chief Minister Nyi 
Pu, made the first visit 
to the conflict-battered 
northern state of Rakh-
ine. She has been criti-
cized by the international 
community for failing 

to defend Rohingya, a 
minority community in 
the Buddhist dominated 
country. 

Some  Six Lakh people 
have fled to Bangladesh 
in account of murders, 
rapes and arsons at the 
hands of Myanmar’s se-
curity officials. The Ro-
hingya are widely hated 
by the Myanmar’s Bud-
dhist population and are 
denied citizenship. They 

are dismissed as illegal 
“Bengali” immigrants by 
many government offi-
cials. 

It’s been stated by sev-
eral officials that Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s choice to 
not criticize the army is a 
means to avoid any back-
lash from Generals, who 
still holds some promi-
nent and significant pow-
er to control the integral 
and defence ministries.

Suvi Srivastava

Hardik 
Patel meets 

NCP leaders

Since the time Hardik 
Patel, PAAS leader, left 
BJP, there were sever-
al speculations over his 
political plans. Earlier it 
was reported that he met 
Congress leaders and is 
planning to join the par-
ty. 

But as per the latest re-
ports, he met with NCP 
leaders Praful Patel and 
Jayent Patel on Wednes-
day to discuss possible 
political alliance. 

This meeting is being 
taken as his tactic to put 
pressure on Congress 
which recently had ac-
cepted his four demands 
and kept one with OBC 
quota pending. 

Although Hardik Patel 
said that the meetings 
was only  focused on 
exchanging formal greet-
ings, NCP sources said 
that they discussed about 
the cooperation in the 
coming Gujarat assem-
bly polls.

Suvi Srivastava

Sushma Swaraj, Minister of 
External Affairs of India
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Rajnath Singh appreciates Akshay Kumar

Akshay Kumar is again 
in the news but for all the 
good reasons this time. 
Keep aside the Mallika 
Dua- Akshay Kumar 
controversy that is going 
on for some days now. 
Enough has been said 
and written about this. 

Now there is some 
positive and good news 
regarding the mega su-
perstar. Home Minister, 
Rajnath Singh, met the 
National Award win-
ner and appreciated him 

for his efforts to-
wards supporting 
the families of our 
brave-hearts Indi-
an Soldiers. 

Launched by 
Akshay Kumar 
and Rajnath Singh 
in April, ‘Bharat 
Ke Veer’ aims to 
facilitate online 
donation directly 
to the families of 
paramilitary troop-
ers who have sac-
rificed their lives for the 
country since January 1, 
2016. 

In response to his 
words, Akshay Kumar 
thanked him for his sup-

port and contribution in 
making ‘Bharat Ke Veer’ 
a reality and success.

Suvi Srivastava

Journalist fraternity 
backs Vinod Verma

All the journalists and 
former colleagues of 
Former BBC journalist, 
Vinod Verma, on Sat-
urday held the ground 
strongly demanding his 
immediate release. The 
said person has been ar-
rested by the Chattisgarh 

police from his Gha-
ziabad residence on the 
charges of extortion after 
claiming to have a “sex 
CD” of a BJP Minister.

Every senior journalist 
is standing in support of 
the former BBC journal-
ist stating that, targeting 
journalists is not a good 
sign and arresting them 

under criminal charges 
is an indication that 
they might be booked 
for writing against the 
government. A senior 
journalist criticized the 
government and said 
that Verma was targeted 
as he was a member of 

fact-finding committee 
of the Editor’s Guild of 
India that exposed the in-
timidation of journalists 
in Chattisgarh. Vinod 
Verma has worked with 
a leading Hindi Newspa-
per and BBC for several 
years. Verma denied the 
charges and said he was 
framed.

Union Minister takes up H1, 
L-1 Visa issues strongly with US

Union Minister, Suresh 
Prabhu, said that he is 
very strongly taking up 
the Visa issues with the 
US administration. He 
was not shy to admit that 
the American economy 
will find itself in diffi-
cult situations as it is 
immensely benefitted by 
Indian IT professionals.

In the previous news 
stated, the US has tight-
ened the security norms 
for issuing the H1-B and 
L1 visas in lieu to pro-
tect American workers 
from the discrimination 

and replacement by for-
eign labor. The US ad-
ministration has stated 
in the new directives of 
renewal that the burden 
of proof lies with the 
applicant even when the 
extension is sought.

Battling for the Indian 
IT professionals, Mr Pra-
bhu,  strongly raised this 
issue in the first US-In-
dia bilateral trade Policy 
Forum (TPF) under the 
Trump administration. 
He also pointed out to 
the issue of totalisation, 
an issue of mismatch be-

tween US visa and US 
social security regimes, 
wherein Indian profes-
sionals making social 

security contributions do 
not receive their due ben-
efits upon their return to 
India.

Indian 
Students 
attacked 
in Milan
When the Italian Prime 

Minister is on an Indian 
visit with his wife, In-
dian students have been 
assaulted in a string of 
incidents in northern Ita-
ly, as reported by the In-
dian consulate in Milan.  
The Consulate general of 
India (CGI) in Milan yes-
terday issued an advisory 
to Indian students and 
urged them not to panic.

The advisory did not 
mention if the attacks 
on Indian students were 
racially motivated. The 
CGI asked the Indian 
students to stay in touch 
with each other and re-
port any further incidents 
to the consulate immedi-
ately. 

It is also advised stu-
dents to spread informa-
tion among other stu-
dents from India about 
the areas where they 
have experienced ‘such 
incidents’ so that such 
areas can be avoided. 
External Affair Minister, 
Ms. Swaraj, said she was 
personally monitoring 
the situation and asked 
the students not to worry.

SC pulls up West Bengal 
against Aadhar-benefits linking

West Bengal and its 
CM, Mamta Banerjee, 
is in the news for all the 
rebellious and wrong rea-
sons again, when SC on 
Monday pulled the state 
for directly approaching 
the apex court against the 
Centre’s move to make 
Aadhar mandatory for 
availing the benefits of 
various social welfare 
schemes.

A bench of Justice 
A.K.Sikri and Ashok 
Bhushan said that she 
should approach the 
court with the petition as 
a citizen, as the state can-
not come to the court di-
rectly. The state has filed 
a writ petition under Arti-
cle 32 of the constitution.

The said article can 
only be used by individ-
uals to approach the Su-
preme Court against state 
actions which violates 
their fundamental rights. 

The supreme court has  
meanwhile issued notice 
on petitions filed by ad-
vocate Raghav Tankha 
seeking a direction to 

the Department of Tele-
com and to mobile ser-
vice providers to cease 
from misinforming the 
public that Aadhar is the 
sole means to verify us-
er’s identity and address 
proof for e-KYC proce-
dure for mobile phone 
users as mandated by the 
government.

Suvi Srivastava

Narendra Modi inks 6 
pacts with Italian PM
On his Indian visit, Ital-

ian PM along with India 
on Monday revived their 
bilateral ties by coordi-
nating efforts at a mul-
tilateral level to counter 
global terrorism. At a 
joint press conference 
Mr Paolo Gentiloni said 
that Italy was keen on 
deepening cooperation in 
the strategic sectors and 
focused on cyber securi-
ty and anti terrorism as 
common areas of cooper-
ation. He described India 
as an “Asian superpow-
er” and inked six agree-
ments with India, cover-

ing energy cooperation, 
diplomatic training and 
railways. Mr Gentiloni 
said that he was in favour 
of the India-EU free trade 
agreement, which had 
been held by some coun-
tries “who held national 
interests above trade”.

He didn’t make any di-

rect references to the Ma-
rine issues in his speech 
or a pre-screened ques-
tion and answer session 
organized by the ORF. 
He said that India’s role 
in promoting stability 
against threats across 
Asia was also important 
to Europe.

Suvi Srivastava

Mumbai-Delhi business class flyer 
plants bomb note in aircraft toilet

The note alerted ev-
eryone with fear when 
the crew of Jet Airways 
flight, Boeing 737-900, 
found a note in the air-
craft’s business class 
toilet with a bomb threat 
in the flight. The fearful 
letter stated in Urdu and 
English that the bomb is 
implanted in the cargo 
section of the plane and 
the flight is covered by 
hijackers and should not 
be landed and flown di-
rectly to PoK. 

The flight took at 3 
AM from Mumbai for 
Delhi, only to be land-
ed in Ahmedabad after 
45 minutes of departure. 
The passenger, a jeweler 
from Gujarat’s Amreli, 
Salla Birju, now based 
in Mumbai, was believed 
to be obsessed with an 
air- hostess and wanted 
her attention. Sources 
said that he held grudges 

against the airlines since 
some time and he was 
the one who visited the 
toilet from the business 
class. He later confessed 
in the investigations that 
he kept the faulty and 

threatening letter to de-
stabilize operations in 
the Jet Airways flight. 
Jet Airways advised to 
put him in No-fly list 
immediately apart from 
initiating other criminal 

actions. On reading the 
letter, the pilot pressed 
the Hijack button, alert-
ing the Ahmedabad air-
port. After the plane, with 
122 passengers including 
7 crew members, landed 

in Ahmedabad, everyone 
was checked including 
their cargo. The passen-
gers were interrogated 
for long hours in detail. 
The flight took off for 
Delhi six hours later.

India is facing a much 
more critical situation as 
compared to other ma-
jor political, econom-
ical and social issues, 
with the air quality de-
grading day by day to 
a level where the lungs 
are getting ignominious 
to an extent from where 
recovery may not be 
possible.  

Be it any city in the 
country, it is observed 
everyday that their pol-
lution levels are much 
above the prescribed 
standards. The problem 
is more aggravated in 
North and Central India, 
as compared to South In-
dia. Everyday a new re-
form or request is made 
to the citizens to save 
the future generations of 
this country from deadly 
lung diseases. 

As per the reports, 
they are already prone 
to much health risks and 
hazards; let’s not push 
them to a level where 
even simple breath-
ing becomes a bane for 
them. Yes, we are the 
major reason for the 
increased air threats we 

are facing. In our selfish 
need of finding and cre-
ating a comfortable life 
for ourselves, we have 
destroyed the several 
lakhs of trees and plants 
to suffice our livelihood. 

We destroyed various 
zoological parks be-
cause the changing cli-
matic conditions detest-
ed the various species 
paying a visit or staying 
with us. 

This further enhanced 
the deadly measures in 
leaps and bounds and 
now the damage is im-
mense, beyond repair. 

Delhi NCR is always 
in news for the smog 
and hazy weather con-
ditions during and near 
winters with visibil-
ity near to zero. Are 
we prepared better for 
these life threatening 
situations this season, 
as compared to the pre-
vious ones? May be we 
are, but are those mea-
sures enough to fight the 
much aggravated smog 
and pollution problem? 

There is still time to 
revive what we have lost 
in these years by simply 

being aware of the res-
cue measures and more 
cautious of our actions 
towards the environ-
ment and society. Plants 
are the solution to save 
us from the crisis in a 
simple, effective and 
cheap manner. 

They have all the 
power to help us breathe 
healthy air. Let’s pledge 
to plant more and more 
trees in the current sit-
uation for our future 
generations to reap the 
fruits. 

Let’s pledge to give a 
healthier and replenish-
ing environment to the 
human existence. 

Let’s be united in 
this noble and essential 
cause of our survival. 
Every responsible cit-
izen should pledge to 
make a difference with 
his/her little effort by 
planting trees in their vi-
cinity and surroundings. 

Let’s try to be an in-
spiration to many others 
to bring back the lost 
glory of our country by 
planting as many trees 
as we could for the sur-
vival.

According to the re-
ports of the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 
Forecast And Research 
(SAFAR), the air quality 
levels of Navi Mumbai 
were the worst of the 
season on Tuesday, with 
very bad levels of PM2.5 
and PM10. The report 
stated that the “Particu-
late matter” in the air is 
generally high in win-
ters, but on Tuesday, it 
was the highest of the 
season. They blamed the 
increased truck traffic 
in the city for this rise, 
which added to the exist-
ing pollution caused by 
the several construction 
sites in the area. They 
also claimed that the pol-
lution created in nearby 
hill station like Lonavla 
also settles in the city, 
which further degraded 
the air quality.

According to the re-
ports of the System of 
Air Quality and Weather 

Forecast And Research 
(SAFAR), the air quality 
levels of Navi Mumbai 
were the worst of the 
season on Tuesday, with 
very bad levels of PM2.5 
and PM10. The report 
stated that the “Particu-
late matter” in the air is 
generally high in winters, 
but on Tuesday, it was the 
highest of the season. 

They blamed the in-
creased truck traffic in 
the city for this rise, 
which added to the exist-
ing pollution caused by 
the several construction 
sites in the area. They 
also claimed that the pol-

lution created in nearby 
hill station like Lonavla 
also settles in the city, 
which further degraded 
the air quality.

The SAFAR website 
advises people to stay 
indoors during early 
morning and after sunset. 
The website’s project ad-
visor said that the worst 
air quality will increase 
health hazards with 
strong thrust including 
lung diseases. 

All the sectors and in-
dustries are advised to 
work in sync to lower 
the daily decreasing air 
quality. 

Navi Mumbai records worst 
air quality of the season
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Bhutanese king was on a 3 day India visit 
to attend 1st summit after Doklam crisis, 
on Wednesday. China was the key point of 
discussion during the summit. There was 
also an intensive discussion on India’s as-
sistance to Bhutan’s development, particu-
larly the hydroelectric sector. 

In December, Indian and US officials will 
meet for the first time to discuss on co-
ordinating terrorist designations by both 
countries. India wants China to continue to 
shield Pakistan at the multilateral level- for 
it to acquire the title of a supporter of global 
terrorism. 

 India celebrates Bhutan ties in bi-
lateral summit after Doklam standoff

US, India seek to forge alliance to 
pierce China terror shield

Famous e-commerce companies Uber, 
Flipkart and Amazon, along with known 
startup Zomato, are lined up for the Day 1 
and Day 2 of the campus recruitment at IIT 
Delhi this year. Among these, Uber India 
has the most attractive offer among these 
companies with the annual CTC of 36.6L 
for a software developer.

Uber, Flipkart, Amazon rush to IIT-
Delhi for placements worth Rs. 36Lakh

UdAAN
INdIA FOUNdATION

This prominent NGO is a Mumbai based not-for-
profit organization which is doing a phenomenal 
task of working with kids from low income commu-
nities in the field of education. 
Their primary aim is to ensure that every child of 
school going age is gaining a strong and holistic ed-
ucational foundation to become a responsible, com-
passionate and confident citizen of India. 
They are working towards making the lives of these 
kids better with introducing them to the joy of in-
dependent living and standing on their own feet. 
In India where education is a rare commodity only 
available on the basis of privilege and not on merit, 
this NGO is doing an uphill task of making the ed-
ucation available to the meritorious underprivileged 
lot. 
We praise the efforts of such organization for the 
betterment of our country as well along with these 
kids.
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Modi remembers Indira 
Gandhi on ‘Mann ki Baat’
Our Prime Minister, 

Narendra Modi, remem-
bered the former Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi 
on the occasion of her 
death anniversary which 
was on 31st October. 
This year marks the 33rd 
death anniversary of her, 
a stateswoman and a 
central figure of Indian 
national Congress.  Ad-
dressing the nation in his 
37th episode of Mann Ki 
Baat, which is a regular 
air on All India Radio, 
Doordarshan and the 
Narendra Modi mobile 
application, he also men-
tioned the birth anniver-

sary of the iconic figure, 
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
who laid the foundation 
of modern, unified India. 
He added that his birth-
day will be celebrated as 
the National Unity Day. 

He emphasized on the 
fact that his anti-discrim-
ination ideology could be 
implemented in today’s 
scenario as well, thus 
helping the nation to be 
emerged as a New India.

Mumbai University 
postpones Public 
Relations exams

Against its own regu-
lation of giving 90 days 
for teaching before any 
exam, Mumbai Universi-
ty had scheduled the pa-
pers for Master in Public 
relations, from Novem-
ber 8th, even when the 
admissions had gone for 
this course upto October 
20th. But now all the 

teachers and students can 
take a huge sigh of relief 
as they have postponed 
the papers till November 
21st. 

Although, this still 
doesn’t give teachers 
and students full 90 days 

teaching period, teachers 
are at least hopeful of 
completing the syllabus 
in this little duration and 
also those students can 
catch up who have joined 
the course late. 

Everyone thinks that 
unnecessary commence-
ment may have lead to 
the failure percentage in 
the papers, which would 
have reflected bad on the 

Universities records. 
All the teachers and 

students have unani-
mously stood for the 
postponement of the 
papers and are now re-
lieved on receiving the 
new dates.

Suvi Srivastava

Education Loans to count in Credit Rankings
Credit ratings and 

ranking are important for 
any financial background 
verification and require-
ment. Now the govern-
ment has clarified that 
education loan default-
ers cannot be kept out 
of credit rating bureaus 
such as Credit Infor-
mation Bureau of India 
(CIBIL). 

The government’s re-
sponded this in reply to a 
question posed by DMK 
MP Tiruchi Siva. In a 
letter to the Finance Min-
ister Arun Jaitely in Au-
gust, he cited that student 
loans amount to only 
6.9% of the total nonper-

forming assets (NPA) as 
compared to the indus-
trial sectors such as steel 
etc. He revealed that in 
2012-13, 37% of the to-
tal education loans were 
taken by the Scheduled 
Castes, Scheduled Tribes 
and other backward 
classes.

He raised his concern 
over the issue that due to 
the growing NPAs of the 
banks, they will become 
reluctant to provide ed-
ucation loans. The rep-
resentation of Education 
loans in NPAs will reflect 
the future of the students. 
This will be a hindrance 
to the youth who want to 

set up their businesses at 
the later stage. 

A defaulter of Educa-
tion loan will not eligible 
for any further loans. 

Tamil Nadu accounts 
for the maximum num-
ber of education loans in 

the country. RBI rejected 
the plea and said that this 
cannot be exempted from 
credit reporting system 
as its mandatory for the 
banks to report the in-
formation to agencies for 
credit discipline.

SpiceJet working on Planes 
that will not need runway

SpiceJet may become a 
first of the airlines, if suc-
cessful, with a Japanese 
firm, to change the future 
of the aviation sector.  
The airline has said that 
it is exploring the intro-
duction of smaller fixed 
wing aircraft to provide 
air connectivity to places 
which have previously 
remained unconnected 
due to infrastructural 
challenges. 

With the aim to pro-
vide air connectivity 
at the remotest parts, 
SpiceJet added that it 
worked closely with Ja-
pan’s Setouchi Holdings 
to explore opportunities 

for small 10 to 14 seat-
er amphibious plane op-
erations. These planes 
can take off and land 

from places that do not 
have landing strips and 
runways. These smaller 

fixed wing aircraft can 
land on water bodies, 
gravel and grass.

SpiceJet also said that 

demo flights of the air-
craft have been held in 
Nagpur and Guwuhati.

PPF account to be closed for NRIs
PPF comes under one 

of the several post office 
savings schemes. The 
amended rule by the gov-
ernment states that the 
accounts will be closed 
prior to the maturity in 
case of the holders chang-
ing their personal status 
to become non-resident 
Indians (NRI). The inter-
est payable would be up 
to the date of the account 
closure. NRIs are not al-
lowed in instruments like 
National Savings Certif-

icates, Public Provident 
Fund, Monthly Income 
Schemes and other time 
deposits offered by the 
post office.

Last month, the gov-

ernment had retained the 
interest rate on PPF for 
October-December un-
changed at 7.8%, in lines 
with the rates for small 
savings schemes.

Suvi Srivastava

India offers to share 
Real-Time Marine data 

India has made an offer 
to share the intelligence 
of maritime movements 
in the Indian Ocean in 
real time with 10 Indian 
Ocean waterfront states. 
The information to be 
shared includes move-
ment of commercial 
traffic as well as intelli-
gence. 

India already has 
co-operative arrange-
ments with several coun-
tries in the region and 
this initiative will be a 
good opportunity to ex-
pand this further. This 
is not for conventional 
threats but to deal with 

non-traditional threats 
arising at sea. 

India is in a position 
to be a fusion center, the 
officer added and this 
would be based on the 
Navy’s nerve centre for 
coastal surveillance and 
monitoring. This will 
help in sorting real time 
challenges.

Navy Chief of one of 
the oceanfront countries 
said that this offer is a 
welcome move by them 
and every country should 
pitch in equally in the ef-
fort.

India Up by 30 spots in 
Ease of Doing Business: 

World Bank Report 2018
All the people waiting 

for ‘Achche Din’, will 
surely sit up to the report 
of World Bank in ease of 
doing business ranking 
for 2018. India is up by 
30 spots and is at 100 
ranking out of 190 coun-
tries. 

Last year it was at 
130th position.  Improv-
ing India’s ranking in 

the report has been a key 
component of PM Nar-
endra Modi’s economic 
agenda. 

India’s upward jump in 
ranking is based on the 
underlying improvement 
in the distance to fron-
tier (DTF) score in the 
report, which is an abso-
lute measure of progress 
towards the best practice. 

India for the first time 
found a place in the ‘top 
ten economies improving 
the most in a given year’ 
list as well. 

The efforts of the cen-
tral government head-
ed by Modi, are surely 
showing results now, for 
all the people waiting ea-
gerly for some positive 
action.

AAI plans new terminals in Tier II cities 
worth over Rs 4200 Cr

Citing and realizing the increased air-pas-
senger traffic, the Airports Authority of In-
dia (AAI) is planning expansion at number 
of its airports with new terminal buildings. 
This is primarily being realized in Guwaha-
ti, Leh, Patna, Trichy, Jabalpur, Vijaywada 
and Agartala. These new terminal buildings 
are expected to come up at an approximate 
cost of Rs 4200 crore.
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Poonawalla is the 
chairperson of 
the Poonawal-
la Group, which 
includes Serum 
Institute of India, 
which is India’s 
top Biotech Com-
pany and one of 
the world’s cheap-
est vaccine pro-
ducing company. 
He is a prominent 

figure in India not only for his achievements in the 
field of biotechnology but also in the field of horse 
racing. He has contributed tremendously, both as the 
Chairperson of the Royal Western India Turf Club and 
as a breeder of classic race horses. He has received 
every possible top national and international award for 
the same.
By the age of 20, Dr.Poonawalla realized that horse 
racing had no future in India and thus he donated his 
horses to government owned Haffkine Institute in 
Mumbai, which made vaccines using horse serum. 
Thus, he saw the scope in serum industry and he took 
upon himself the challenge of producing vaccines ex-
tracting horse serum and supplying it throughout the 
country in affordable prices. 
In 1966, Dr Poonawalla with his brother founded Se-
rum Institute of India which launched its first therapeu-
tic anti-tetanus serum within just two years and started 
with the production of these vaccines. By 1998, the 
company was supplying vaccines to over 100 coun-
tries. 
He has been a prominent figure throughout by receiv-
ing accolades and awards for his contribution to the 
society. Based out of Pune, he has also been awarded 
with “Pune’s Pride Award” in 1998 for his excellence 
in the corporate world. 
He was also awarded the “Padma Shri” for his contri-
bution in the field of medicine, by the Government of 
India in 2005.

NAvEEN TIwArI
FOUNdEr ANd cEO, INmObI

Naveen Ti-
wari is an Indi-
an Entrepreneur 
and the founder 
and CEO of In-
Mobi, a global 
mobile adver-
tising and tech-
nology plat-
form. He is the 
also the board 
member of Pay-
tm. He grew 
up in Kanpur 
and studied in 
Indian Institute 
of Technology, 

Kanpur in 2000. There he met with his fellow students 
Amit Gupta and Abhay Singhal, who later together 
opened InMobi along with Mohit saxena.

His professional journey began with McKinsey and 
Company as a business analyst from 2000 to 2003 fol-
lowed by a stint in 2004, at Charles River Ventures as 
an Associate. In 2005, he studied in Harvard Business 
School for his Master’s Degree in Business Adminis-
tration, where he was awarded the Dean’s award for 
exceptional leadership and contribution. 

Recently in 2015, Naveen Tiwari along with IDG 
Ventures invested $1.2 million in Nestaway, which is 
considered as India’s largest home rental networks. He 
is based out of Bangalore and have Softbank, KPCB 
and Sherpalo as the key investors of InMobi. 

It took 10 years for InMobi to make that profit, but 
it doesn’t want other companies to wait that long. On 
April this year, founded InMobi in 2007, became the 
second billion-dollar startup from the country to de-
clare profitability. He proudly owns the culture fol-
lowed in the company to be one of the key features for 
sustainability and profitability. There was a time, some 
4 years back, when the employees left the company 
because of not a strong, definitive and positive culture 
in the company and thus he worked on that. 

He is a big fan of B2B companies as he feels that 
they have solid business models, high margins and 
they can scale really well.

Increased presence of Chinese warships, militarisation of Indian 
Ocean region causes of concern: 
Nirmala Sitharaman,  Defence Minister

We have reached investment proposals of Rs. 65,000 Cr 
that would create more than 10 lakh jobs:
Harsimrat Kaur Badal, Minister of Food Processing Industries

It’s an AI driven solution for retail-
ers. In the era where most things took 
a paradigm shift towards the internet 
and online world, 70% of the online 
data comprises of images and videos. 
This fact excited Atul Rai, co-found-
er, and decided to open a company 
which helps user search for products 
with images rather than words. 

They set up the company in June 
2015, to provide Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) driven solutions for e 
commerce. The idea of the website 
was to make users search for items 
by uploading a similar picture of it.  
Among Staqu’s clients are Roposo, 
Karbonn and Panasonic, and it’s still 
eyeing for big opportunity as e-com-
merce is yet to hit the big league in 
India. 

This Gurugram based company 

raised an undisclosed amount of 
funding from Indian Angel Network 
in June. 

E-commerce is the new booming 
market in India and all the technol-
ogies and marketing strategies are 
routed towards this new age market 
place. With this AI technique, the 
market will soon be driven by this. 
It’s just a matter of time that the 
people are aware of the benefits that 
comes with this feature. 

The co-founders are trying their 
best to make this Artificial Intelli-
gence a ground reality with all the 
products, just a picture away. 

We are really looking forward to 
this concept paving its way in the 
market just to make sure it stays till 
an advanced version is there knock-
ing the e-commerce market. 

AI-driven solutions for the e-commerce market
startup watch Staqu

Business
Bad Loans at Yes Bank 
douBLe

The four big companies namely, Amazon.com Inc, 
Microsoft Corp, Alphabet Corp’s Google and Intel 
Corp, posted stellar quarterly earnings on 27th Oc-
tober, showing the strength of the shift in corporate 
computing away from company owned data centers 
to the cloud. Some analysts expect cloud services 
growth to slow over time as competition increases. 
But as of now there is plenty of room for everybody 
to grow.

CLoud ComPutinG drives 
massive Growth for us 
teCh firms

Just after the Hyundai made it to the list of top 10 cars 
sold in September 2017, Hyundai motors bags the top 
slot in the after sales customer satisfaction survey, as 
per global market research firm, JD Power. The South 
Korean company has topped the ranking in India for 
the first time with a score of 923. Maruti Suzuki India 
and Tata motors rank second with a tie at 893.

hYundai toPs Jd Power 
Customer satisfaCtorY 
surveY

Private sector lender Yes Bank Ltd. reported a steep 
jump in its bad loans department as it adjusted for ac-
counts that the regulator thought should be tagged as 
non-performing. 
This is the second consecutive year that Yes Bank has 
reported a sharp divergence in the assessment bad 
loans between the lender and the regulator.

Buzz

Bharti Tele to buy 
4.62% in Bharti Airtel

Bharti Telecom, the 
parent company and pro-
moter of Bharti Airtel 
will buy 4.62% stake in 
India’s largest  telecom 
operator from a group 
company in a deal that 
could be worth Rs 9600 
crore. In a filing with the 
NSE, the holding compa-
ny said that it would ac-
quire 184,710,813 shares 
in Airtel from Indian 
Continent Investment 
limited. 

The filing said that the 
deal could be anything 
between Rs 7700 crore 
to Rs 9600 crore. The 
effective date of acqui-
sition will be November 
3 or after that. After the 
transfer, Bharti Telecom 

will have 50.1% shares 
of Airtel, compared with 
45.48% earlier. Indian 
Continent Investment’s 
stake will reduce to 
2.03% from 6.65%. 

The Mittal family, pro-
moter of Bharti Telecom, 
owns 51% of its shares 
and 30% of in Airtel. As 
per the filing, stated by 
a source, there won’t be 
any cash outgo for the 

Bharti Group and it’s 
been purely done for 
accounting and finan-
cial reporting purposes. 
Post this deal, the fam-
ily’s shareholding will 
increase in Bharti Airtel 
but the largest sharehold-
er in the telecom operator 
will continue to be Sin-
gapore Telecommunica-
tions, with 36.27% stake 
in the company.

Suvi Srivastava

lenders to take 
51% stake in rcom

For being in News 
for shutting down its 
wireless business by 
November 30th due to 
“creative destruction”, 
RCom is again the news 
for presenting a fresh 
‘zero write-off’ plans to 
its lenders, under which 

banks could convert 
some of its debt and take 
a majority of 51% stake 
in the Telecom operator. 

The company is also 
planning to raise funds 
by selling its towers and 
spectrum to potential 
buyers , including Reli-
ance Jio Infocomm, and 
monetizing real estate 

assets. 
As part of the Asset 

Monetisation Plan, to 
be completed by March 
2018, the telco expects 
to raise Rs 17,000 crore 
through sale of assets 
such as telecom towers 
and spectrum, which has 

seen interest from Jio.
The company plans to 

raise another Rs 10,000 
crore via sale of Real 
estate, which includes 
its 125-acre Dhirubhai 
Ambani Knowledge City 
property near Mumbai. 
All the proceeds would 
be used to reduce the 
debts.

17 Lakh Companies 
registered till September

With this new-age zone 
of startups and boom-
ing growth in several 
non-regular industries, 
people are plunging in 
to try their luck. The 
businesses are better 
equipped and nurtured 
before making an entry 
in the industrial market. 

A good and decent 
company with well edu-
cated management from 
good B-schools is well 
prepared before hand 
for natural goof-ups and 
shortages.

Citing this fact in 
minds, it’s been reported 
that nearly 17Lakh Com-
panies had been regis-
tered in India as of last 
month, in October, out of 
which a good number of 

5.2Lakh entities had al-
ready closed down their 
operations already. The 
Corporate affairs min-
istry data showed that 
there were 11.27Lakh 
active companies as of 
September. 

In terms of econom-
ic activities, maximum 

numbers of active com-
panies were in business 
services, followed by 
manufacturers, trading 
and construction activi-
ties. 

Business services in-
clude information tech-
nology, research and de-
velopment activities.

India can become the top revenue 
generator for HMD Global

HMD Global, the 
Finnish maker of 
Nokia-branded phones, 
will garner its focus on 
India with double as-
surance, as according 
to the company’s new 
CEO, Florian Seiche, to 
a famous news daily, the 
country is having lots 
of potential to become 
the top revenue gener-

ator to the brand. Nokia 
is already within a small 
distance short of becom-
ing the No 1 in feature 
phones in India. He feels 
that India for them is at 
the heart of a very strong 
strategy. They, as a com-
pany feels that India res-
onates in global market, 
as people do watch out 
for how India is reacting 

to Nokia phones.
The company aims to 

be among the top three 
spots of smartphone 
player within next three 
years. 

They find the platform 
in India strong to upgrade 
the large base of feature 
phone users to either 
within feature phones or 
to smartphones.

LPG price 
hiked again

Again the working 
class patience is un-
der scrutiny with the 
price hike in the subsi-
dised LPG or cooking 
gas from November 1, 
2017. A subsidised LPG 
cylinder of 14.2 kg will 
now cost Rs 495.69 
in Delhi, Rs 498.43 in 
Kolkata, Rs 498.38 in 
Mumbai and Rs 483.69 
in Chennai. As for the 
non-subsidised LPG, 
the rates are such: Rs 
742 per unit in Delhi, 
Rs 759.5 in Kolkata, Rs 
718.5 in Mumbai and Rs 
750 in Chennai.  Every 
household is entitled to 
12 cylinders of 14.2 kgs 
each at subsidised rates 
in a year. Beyond this, 
any requirement is sup-
posed to be purchased 
at market price. LPG 
prices across the coun-
try were last revised o 
October 1, 2017. Apart 
from this, jet fuel and 
ATF price was increased 
by 2 percent on firming 
international rates.

Telecom sector may see 30K job cuts
With the IT sector pre-

dicted to experience a 
cut out in the employee 
strength, Telecom sector 
is likely to follow the 
trend by next year, with 
range of positions across 
categories likely to be af-
fected. 

Although, with this 
sector, alternative jobs 

are available of the can-
didates are there to up-
grade their skills and set-
tle for lower salaries.

With Reliance Com-
munications shutting 
down the bulk of its wire-
less business and the Tata 
Group selling its mobile 
business to Bharti Air-
tel, the axe will fall on 

an average of 20,000 to 
30,000 jobs over the next 
12 months. 

Those working in the 
infrastructure and net-
working engineering, 
sales and distribution, 
telecom engineering, HR 
and finance, call centre 
and other support func-
tions will be in trouble.
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Saudi finally allows 
women in Sports Stadium

      

Kenyan president re-elected for 
second consecutive term

NYPD officer hailed as a humble hero

The police officer, Ryan Nash, who confronted and 
shot the New York City truck attacker, has been 
hailed as a hero for his quick actions to end the car-
nage. Nash shot the suspect after he refused to drop 
his guns, which police later identified as a paintball 
and a Pellet Gun.

UK defense minister resigns after 
sexual misconduct allegations

Kenya’s president, Uhuru Kenyatta, has been de-
clared the winner of the re run of elections held on 
26th October 2017. This win grants him a second 
term in office. The election commission said that the 
Kenyatta had garnered over 98% of the votes, a total 
of 7.4 million votes.

Michael Fallon, UK Defense Minister, resigned from 
the office on 1st November, saying his conduct has 
fallen below the high standards demanded of his posi-
tion, the first resignation in a sexual harassment scan-
dal in parliament. 

wOrld
ThIs 
wEEK

Saudi has been a con-
servative Islamic country 
where women are denied 
several basic privileges 
in their stride. The males 
have been the dominant 
part of the country’s fore-
front and in all the reg-
ular basic decisions and 
norms.

The Kingdom has one 
of the world’s stringent 
and tightest restrictions 
on women and the denial 
of women in sports are-
nas was one of them. In 
this iconic move by the 
kingdom, Saudi Arabia 
has allowed women into 
three sports stadiums for 
the first time from next 

year, 2018. 
The announcement is 

in the line with powerful 
Crown Prince Moham-
mad bin Salman’s ambi-
tious reforms in changing 
the ultra conservative 
kingdom, including the 
decision to allow women 
to drive from next June. 

The kingdom appears 

to be relaxing some 
norms as part of its “Vi-
sion 2030” plan for eco-
nomic and social reforms, 
which aims to boost fe-
male employment.  In 
July, an ‘overdue’ reform 
was also welcomed by 
the education ministry to 
allow girls to take part in 
sports at state schools.

Suvi Srivastava

Did Chinese agency make the 
dead Russian model overwork?

The murky world of 
the global fashion in-
dustry, have always got 
raised eyebrows and dark 
comments over the work-
ing ethics of the indus-
try. The sharp and lewd 
markings have always 
kept the models on their 
toes and forced them to 
work in strained and dis-
mal conditions.

The point of context for 
this reference is a Chi-
nese agency representing 
a 14 year old Russian 
model that died in a Chi-
nese hospital after tak-
ing part in the Shanghai 
Fashion Week. Though 
the Chinese agency has 
denied the allegations of 

her being overworked 
and exhausted.

The teenager model, 
Vlada Dzuyba, who de-

spite her young age was 
allowed to model under 
Chinese law, began feel-
ing dizzy and started be-

ing sick since last Tues-
day. She died on Friday 
after her condition dete-
riorated.

Suvi Srivastava

Qatari Emir opens to Trump 
hosted talks over Gulf crisis
The four Arab states 

namely Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the UAE and 
Egypt have cut diplomat-
ic, transport and trade 
ties with Qatar, the 
world’s top sell-
er of liquefied 
natural gas, 
accusing it of 
financing ter-
rorism. Doha 
though denies 
the charges.

US have hosted 
direct talks aimed at 
solving the worst diplo-
matic crisis in the Gulf in 
years. And though Qatari 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani wants to 
end this dispute, he is yet 
to consider this US invite 

by the Trump’s adminis-
tration with the four Arab 
states 

which are boycotting 
Doha.

The dispute has hit 
travel and food imports 
and increased the ten-

sions in the wealthy re-
gion which plays a lead-
ing role in global energy 
markets as well as events 

across the wider Mid-
dle East. 

Qatari Emir 
quoted that 
nothing is 
above the 
c o u n t r y ’ s 
dignity and 

sovereignty.  
But he is 

willing to end 
this by taking 

10,000 miles towards 
them for their 1metre to-
wards him. 

Trump administration 
is very hopeful that this 
issue will quickly be re-
solved.

Ex-employee sues Facebook 
for depriving of Overtime

A former Facebook 
employee, Susie Bigger, 
a former client’s solution 
manager at Facebook’s 
office in Chicago, is su-
ing the social media giant 
for allegedly misclassify-
ing employees to exempt 
them from overtime pay.

The proposed class-ac-
tion lawsuit, filed in the 
US court, is seeking a 
back pay, damages, inter-
est and attorney’s fees for 
an untold number of em-
ployees. In anti statement 
to the above lawsuit, 
Facebook defended itself 

stating that the lawsuit is 
without merit and they 
will defend themselves 
vigorously. The lawsuit 
described a “systematic, 
company-wide wrongful 

classification  system for 
Client Solution Manag-
ers, Customer Solution 
Managers, Customer Ac-
count Managers  or simi-
larly titled positions.”

Taiwan to hike defense 
budget by 2% annually

Taiwan President Tsai 
Ing-wen said in Hawaii 
that the country will 
have more funds on de-
fense spending i.e. an 
increase of 2% every 
year. This statement 
was given in response 
to the United States 
concern over a possi-
ble military imbalance 
in Taiwan straits.

The Taiwan pres-
ident didn’t specify 
when this increased 
spending will start. 

Taiwan would devel-
op a comprehensive 
plan in accordance with 
the strategic needs, short 
term needs and long term 
plans, to create defense 
forces on the island that 
would have “reliable 
combat effectiveness”.

China has increased 
pressure on Taiwan since 
Tsai took office last year, 

suspecting she wants to 
push for formal indepen-
dence. 

China has conduct-

ed more military drills 
around Taiwan and 
peeled away its few re-
maining diplomatic al-
lies.

Tsai said that they are 
happy to see US promis-
ing of peace and stability 
for the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, and from the meet-

ings with United States, 
she understands the need 
to invest more on de-
fense. 

It’s to be taken in note 
that the United States and 
Taiwan have not had any 
formal diplomatic rela-
tions since Washington 
established ties with Bei-
jing in 1979, but the US 
is bound by the law to 
provide Taiwan with the 
means to defend itself.

Raghuram Rajan ideal 
candidate to head US 

Federal: Barrons Magazine 
According to the glob-

al magazine, Barrons, 
former RBI governor 
Raghuram Rajan is the 
correct and ideal choice 
for heading the American 
Central Bank, US Feder-
al. An article in the mag-
azine stated that when the 
sports team can recruit 
the best talent across the 
globe, then why can’t 
banks do that?

 Federal Reserve Chair 
Janet Yellen is next year 
completing the term and 
US President Donald 

Trump is going to have 
a successor for that po-
sition. Raghuram Rajan 
was appointed the RBI 
governor by the previous 
UPA government in 2013 
and although he wanted a 
second term, he was not 
offered an extension by 
the current NDA govern-
ment. He is currently the 
Katherine Dusak Miller 
Distinguished Service 
Professor of Finance 
at the Booth School of 
Business, University of 
Chicago.

China denies 
1000 km 

tunnel plan 
to divert

Brahmaputra
A Hong Kong based 

paper had reported on 
Monday that China was 
planning to build a 1000 
kms tunnel to divert 
Brahmaputra waters. 
India as a riparian state 
has already voiced its 
concern to China about 
various dams being built 
by it on Bramhmapu-
tra river. China denied 
this news as “false” on 
Tuesday through its for-
eign minister spokesper-
son Hua Chunying. She 
added that China will 
continue to attach great 
importance to cross bor-
der river cooperation. 
The matter was widely 
highlighted and report-
ed by the Indian media 
because of its possible 
impact on India’s north-
eastern states.

Major terrorist 
attack thwarted

in Germany
German authorities re-

ported that a 19 year old 
Syrian man was arrested 
on 31st October, suspect-
ed of planning a “major 
terrorist attack” in Berlin. 
The person arrested was 
suspected of planning an 
Islamist Motivated attack 
using highly explosive 
materials.

The German security 
services were successful 
in averting the terrorist 
attack in Germany. 

Police officers were 
seen in a housing com-
plex from where he was 
arrested.

India to attract $10 billion 
in food processing sector
India is ready to host 

a mega-event, World 
Food India 2017, in New 
Delhi on 3rd November 
2017. It is a 3 day event 
which will have Germa-
ny, Japan and Denmark 
as prominent Partner 
countries, with Italy and 

Netherlands as Focus 
countries.

The Government on 
Thursday gave a state-
ment that India is ex-
pected to attract invest-
ment of $10 billion in 
food processing sector 
and generate 1 million 
jobs in the next 3 years. 
This event is organized 
by Food Processing In-
dustries (FPI) ministry 

with a ‘noble agenda and 
aim’ to transform the 
country’s food economy 
and to double the farm-
ers’ income by establish-
ing India as a preferred 
investment destination 
and sourcing hub for the 
global food processing 

industry.
World Food India 

2017 will be a host to 
over 2,000 participants, 
200 companies from 30 
countries, 18 ministeri-
al and business delega-
tions, nearly 50 global 
CEOs along with CEO 
of all leading domestic 
food processing compa-
nies and representatives 
of 28 states in India.
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5 Natural 
Antibiotics

In the era of everything 
influenced chemically 
and artificially, very few 
areas are left where the 
age old natural ways are 
more powerful in effect 
and are full of long term 
benefits to the mind and 
body. One such field is 
medicine. In the chemi-
cally weighed antibiotics 
era, where the results are 
no doubt very fast, the 
base of the body is surely 
affected. We don’t know 
the inner system of the 
body but we all will agree 
that, natural ways are al-
ways much safe than the 
chemical ones. Medical 
field has no doubt made 

so much progress that the 
deduction and cure of the 
disease is more feasible 
in today’s time than the 
previous eras. But there 
is no harm in knowing 
and following some sim-
ple natural antibiotics in 
our vicinity for healthier 
times. 

There are few influen-
tial people in the vicinity 
of this eternity, who are 
still a stark follower of 
these natural ingredients 
of medicinal importance. 
They always preach such 
long term benefits to the 
world to know. Some of 
the natural elements that 
we use in our day to day 
life, which also are natu-
ral antibiotics.

This oil can help 
treat the common 
cold, infections para-
sites and warts.

Oil of Oregano Coconut Oil
It is considered a natural antibiotic 

for candida, yeast infections, coughs, 
inflammation and 

warts. When 
taken regularly, 

it may also prevent 
harmful pathogens from 
entering your digestive 

systems.

Garlic
I t ’ s 

used to 
heal re-
spirato-

ry diseas-
es, and kill off 
harmful bacteria and patho-
gens in the gut. Its surprising-
ly reduces oral bacteria.

Apple cidar vinegar
This can help treat dandruff, high 

blood sugar and constipation. 

Onion
Studies have shown that 

eating onions helps destroy 
harmful pathogens in the 

digestive tract, which boosts 
immune system health and 

helps eliminate bacterial infec-
tions. Onion is a good source of sulfur, that  
assists your liver with phase II detoxifica-
tion.

These elements are so easily available in the market and so full of health benefits, that you 
must add them into your list of essentials. Say bye to all those chemically induced medicines 
and switch to much more refined, easier and authentic way to cure your body. So next time 
you go out for grocery shopping, don’t forget to add these natural antibiotics to your cart.

Drew Barrymore launches 
her Fashion label

Drew Barrymore needs no introduction in the 
field of entertainment and popularity. She has 
always kept us entertained with her phenome-
nal work and ethics. She previously launched 
her, now successful, cosmetics line, Flower 
Beauty, in the year 2013, covering makeup, 
fragrance, beauty tools and accessories.

Now she has again come up with a new la-
bel in fashion, with the name, ‘Dear Drew by 
Drew Barrymore’. This label of the Hollywood 
star’s collection is described as, ‘a love letter 
to all the women around the world’. It covers 
hair styling tools with inspirational names, ready 
to wear separates, such as trousers and blouses, 
cashmere loungewear and trench coats. Accessories 
include scarves, bags with motivational slogans and 
contemporary jewellery, and there is even a 
suitcase in the lineup. 

‘Dear Drew’ is now available on 
Amazon, with prices ranging from 
Rs 1819 approx to Rs 16,111 ap-
prox. Amazon fashion director is 
quite elated to team up with Drew 
Barrymore and her creative ener-
gy . He is sure of striking a cord 
with the customers with the col-
lection that embodies her.

How to remove 
pesticides from Apple

‘One Apple a day keeps 
a Doctor away’. This is 
a very famous English 
proverb we were taught 
while growing up. Apple 
is a very staple fruit for 
all seasons now-a-days. 
Gone are those days when 
they were only available 
during winters. But has 
anyone given a thought 
as to how this was made 
possible? Ofcourse, these 
are treated with different 
methods to keep them 
fresh, edible and sustain-
able in all seasons.

The Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) 
requires the apples to be 
sprayed with synthetic in-
secticides be washed for 
two minutes in a bleach 
solution. That will wash 
away all the dirt and bac-
teria, but not pesticides. 
There are some other 
methods that are quite 
effective in removing the 
residual pesticides from 
these apples to make 
them edible. 

Researchers found out 
that it took good 12 to 15 
mins soak in the baking 
soda- with the ratio of 
one teaspoon of baking 
soda and two cups of wa-

ter- to completely get rid 
of pesticides. After soak-
ing, rinse under tap wa-
ter thoroughly to get rid 
of the taste of the baking 
soda. 

They also recommend 
cleaning the apple as 
soon as they are brought 
home because the longer 
the pesticides sit on the 
apples, the deeper they 
will be absorbed. 

This is indeed an easy 
and most effective man-
ner of washing, not only 
apple but every edible 
fruit in the house.  This 
is a simple step towards a 
healthy living.

Suvi Srivatava

Top 5 winter 
Wardrobe 
Essentials

Not a full 
l e n g t h 
but a just-

below-the-knee 
length coat will 
suffice all the pur-
pose of formal and 
casual winter out-
ings. 

 They can 
very well be 
teamed up 

with pants and 
skirts and also 
with denims and 
leggings.

Indians, especially North Indians, are 
always switching to contrasting dressing 
styles and clothing twice a year, for the 

summers and the winters apparently. The 
striking feature here is the fast evolving 

fashion trends every year. We all witness new 
trends in coats, blazers, office wear, woolens, 

jacket etc, that changes every year.
Although we keep changing the trends and 
fashion, the basic elements of the winters 

remain same. We or the designers keep 
tweaking and inter-matching the various 
elements to come out with a new trend for 

the season. So today we will checklist 5 
essentials in the winter wardrobe, without 

which the winters are incomplete and 
boring.

Midi Coat

A must this 
season as 
every fash-

ion editor highly 
recommends this 
chunky wardrobe 
essential. 

 Go for some uni-
versal colors like 
cream, grey etc so 

that they team up well 
with every coordinated, 
clothing. 

Woolen dress

A m u s t 
for all 
t h e 

year ending 
parties to 
add glam-
our with 
e n o u g h 
warmth. 
T e a m s 
up will 

l e g g i n g s 
or woolen 
stockings to 
give the ex-
tra oomph 
to the attire 
and you.

Classic 
black tur-
tleneck

Yes, 

the trend is 
back with 
these tur-
t l enecks . 
They not 
only keep 
us warm 
but also 
serve as an 
easy layer-
ing piece 
to wear on 
its own. Versatile 

subdued 
colored Sweater

Ankle 
length 
boots

Add 
a 
nice an-

kle length boots 
with right heels to 
give the glamour 
quotient in your 
persona. They not 
only gel well with 
every piece you 
wear to give you 
versatility but 
they keep you 
warm and cozy 
as well. 

So, this winters, don’t 
invest on heavy trends 
in the market, but go 
for these global essen-
tials that are easy to be 
teamed up with your 
personality and keep 
you warm as well. 

New York Museum 
declares ‘Yoga Pants’ iconic

With the modernization and following the western culture, the good and bad effects 
are also reflected in the ways old traditions and customs as well. Yoga is an ancient 

art and exercise form, which one follows to keep the mind and body healthy. 

 Yoga is an ancient art 
and exercise form, which 
one follows to keep the 
mind and body healthy. 
Kareena Kapoor Khan 
was recently all over the 
paparazzi for her exer-
cise and yoga routine to 
reduce her pregnancy 
weight gain.  

Her various branded 
yoga pants with sever-
al sports tops were the 
looks, people follow 
these days for their own 

Yoga re-
gime.

Amidst all 
this hellu-
va over her 
yoga pants, 
New York 
m u s e u m 
has also de-
clared yoga 
pants icon-
ic. It will be featured in 
the exhibition, “Items: Is 
fashion Modern”? 

This stretchy pant is 
officially one of the most 
definitive wardrobe piec-

es of our times. The ex-
hibition will explore the 
strong impact that certain 
items of clothing have 
had throughout the 20th 
and 21st centuries. 

Suvi Srivatava

There “They” or 
“Them”. 

There’s just “We” 
& “Us”. Human 

beings Together. 
Evrything else is 
created  to ma-
nipulate us. Re-

member that ! 

Vishal Dadlani
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A woman 
sweats blood 
from her palm 

and face

A 21 year old woman was admitted to an Italian 
hospital as she was sweating blood from her 
palm and face. There were no signs of any cut, 

scratches or wound. Dr Roberto Maglie and Dr Mar-
zia Caproni, both dermatologists at the University of 
Florence, reported this case in the Canadian Medical 
association journal. 

The patient’s id was kept anonymous in the case 
study states that her spontaneous bleeding ep-
isodes had no obvious triggers and her every 

bleeding case lasted for about less than 5 mins, ranging 
from 1 min to 5 mins, and ended on its own. The pa-
tient endured this condition for three years and she use 
to bleed at any moment, be it sleeping, exercising or 
being physically active. 

According to the report, analysis of her skin where 
the bleeding occurred showed no unusual mea-
sures. Tests of her blood also showed no coagu-

lation issues or other problems. According to the journal, 
both the doctors diagnosed hematohidrosis, a rare dis-
ease marked by spontaneous discharge of ‘blood sweat’, 
through intact skin. 

Big shots can’t differentiate 
between charm and harm: 

Mallika 
Dua
The big news of 

the hour to make 
the buzz is the 

stir caused by the tweets 
made by the father daugh-
ter duo, Mallika Dua and 
the famous Indian jour-
nalist Vinod dua. The 
controversy started when 
the famous actor Akshay 
Kumar commented on the 
co-judge, Mallika Dua, of 
his show, The Great In-
dian Laughter Challenge 
that, ”Mallika ji aap bell 
bajaaiye, mei aapko baja-
ta hu.”  The actress chose 
twitter to write an open 
letter in which she states 
that this is an industry 

w h e r e 
not only 
Akshay 
K u m a r 
but many 
big names 
and big 
shots are 
present and 
risen to fame, 
who can’t tell the 
difference between 
charm and harm. She re-
calls in her letter another 
infamous incident from 
the Bhupendra Chaubey 
interview with Sunny Le-
one.  Being offended by 
shaming her for the char-
acter she plays, her letter 

also reads, 
“Is Kareena Kapoor not 
entitled to speak about 
things because she played 
Chameli? Is Vidya Bal-
an not entitled to speak 
about things because she 

did 

Dirty 
P i c -

t u r e ? ”  
The ‘ring a 

bell’ comment 
refers to the show’s 

format where judges ring 
a bell to appreciate an act. 
It’s no surprise that the 
clip in which Akshay Ku-
mar made a remark refer-
ring to his co-judge went 
viral on the internet.

Why are Halloween’s 
superstitions spooky?  
Halloween or Allhalloween or All Hallow’s Eve is a celebration related with superstition, 
observed in several countries on 31st October every year to celebrate the end of summer 

season. The roots of the ancient holiday dates back to Celts, who observed their new year 
on 1st November. It’s the start of the dark cold winter, associated with human death. The 

night before the New Year is believed by the ancient people to be the thin line between 
the natural and supernatural beings. They celebrated the return of the ghosts on this day.

Some of the spookiest 
Halloween supersti-
tions are:

Black Cats Black cats 
are since ever 

treated as the omen of misfor-
tune. One myth states 

that revolves around 
black cat is that how 

Satan turns him-
self into one 
while hanging 
out with 
witches.

Trick or Treat
The Celts be-

lieved that on 
this day spir-
its cross 
over the 
earth on this 
day. They can 
visit a house as 
a beggar asking 
for food or money (treat) 
and if you turned a w a y , 
you risked the wrath of the spirit. Another myth states 
that if you dressed up as a ghost , then the ghosts would 
be tricked into thinking that you are one of them and 
would not take your spirit (trick).

Jack ‘O’ Lanterns
These lanterns 

which are carved 
in the form of 
scary faces on 
H a l l o w e e n 
have a sinis-
ter tale behind 
them of a stingy 
man called Jack. 
Jack repeatedly 
kept trapping the 
devil and made a deal w i t h 
him that he would only let him go on the con-
dition that he would never go to hell. However, after 
his death he found that haven also wouldn’t have his 
soul either and he was condemned to wander the earth 
till eternity. The devil is believed to throw a burning 
lamp of coal for Jack to help light his way, which jack 
carried around in a lantern carved out of a turnip. 

Bats
Bats are con-

sidered as the 
sinister symbol 
of evil forebod-
ings. It is su-
perstition that 
says that if a bat 
circled around 
your house three 
times, one per-
son in the house 
is sure to die and 
if it entered the house on Halloween, then the house is 
haunted and the ghosts have let the bat come in. Spiders

Spiders are also 
seen hovering 
around the head 
when the Hallow-
een decorations 
are considered.  
Just like cats and 
bats, they are also 
considered as the 
witches’ favorite. 
It is said some-
where that if a spider falls into a flame and is con-
sumed, them the witches are nearby .

Witch
The costumes o f 

witches are a com-
mon sight in every 
Halloween party. 

The image of the 
witch dates back to 
ancient Celtic tra-
dition. They are a 
common dressup 
for every hallow-
een theme party

Indian Fitness 
Industry - 

Fastest growing 
trends in 2017

We have seen a drastic change in the mindset 
of our respected Indians, since the time it’s been highly endorsed by 
celebrities and famous personalities. Although Yoga is an Indian art 
since inception, taken and improvised by westerners, it is the most 
effective and healthy way to keep the mind and body fit and sane.

With the fashion and film industry tak-
ing a prominent part in our day to day 
activities, influencing us with latest ideas 
and trends, people are turning towards 
certain ways to stay fit in sync with their 
busy lifestyle. There are several articles 
and studies which state the benefits of 

healthy habits and staying 
fit since an early beginning. 

And as it’s been highly promoted 
by athletes and film fraternity, we are eas-
ily mimicking their healthy habits as well. 
Thus, in view of this thought, schools and 
colleges are now taking physical activi-
ties and training with much more vigor.

Suvi Srivatava

Promoting the local 
produces of our country to 
suit the Indian body and 
food needs.

A push to-
wards a more 

positive 
body image.

Workout 
is always 
better 
if done 
together 

People are 
making fitness 
gadgets work 
for them with 

much ease

There are 5 trends that 
are highly endorsed by 

everybody 
with a good 
hold in fitness 
and health.

Vegetables & 
Fruits

balenciaga turned a car 
mat into a 1,795 pound skirt
Luxury fashion 

house Balenciaga 
has made a leath-

er skirt garment, which 
critics claim looks strik-
ingly similar to a car mat. 
This 1,795 pound skirt 
has a rubber effect finish 
and features distinctive 
grooves much like the 

mats found on the floor of 
the family car.

 It has been ridiculed 
by many fashion pun-
dits and trade analysts. 

One of the personal fi-
nance website tweeted 
comparing the skirt to a 
40 pound mat. Balencia-
ga appears to be aware of 

these similarities before-
hand as they have named 
this product as ‘Car De-
sign Skirt’. 

 It has previously been 
seen that several fash-
ions ideas were made 

the point of critics, with 
their out of the box think-
ing. They were not able to 

strike the right cord with 
the people and so they 
faced the ridicule and 
trolls of many. With twit-
ter the new in-command 
for pushing thoughts  of 
many, the design faced 
the wrath of several judg-
ments passed at a light-
ning speed.

Goa being a preferred location for 
several fashion week, witnessed an-
other recent fashion week with full 

glamour and glitzy on 26th, 27th and 28th 
October. When the point in question is In-
dia’s Beach fashion week, what better place 
could have been other than Goa, to host the 
gala event. IBFW in its last 4 seasons was 
successful in emerging as a global fashion 
platform to showcase the latest innovative & 
design across beach resort, cruise and des-
tination bridal fashion providing develop-
ment, exposure and progressive directive for 
the destination fashion industry. IBFW has 
previously captured fashion talent from In-
dia, Colombo, Bangladesh, Middle East, Eu-
rope & USA in participation and attendance.

Thus, more and more people are turning towards a healthy lifestyle with 
little blindly following the west, like earlier. We, at present, are more appro-
priately and adequately adapted towards the Indian food habits and our body 
requirements. Its still a long way to go, but surely we are on the right track.

India’s 5th Beach fashion week
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